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RELATED  MATERIALS: 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  (AG62) 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  on 

Flickr:  http://www.flickr.com/photos/perkinsarchive/collections/72 1576273 101  1 7390/ 

PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION:  About  15  linear  feet. 

LANGUAGE:  English 

PROCESSING  NOTE:  Legacy  finding  aid  by  Ken  Stuckey,  ca.  1975,  updated  by  Emily  Carta,  2015, 
updated  by  Molly  Stothert-Maurer,  2013,  2015. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE: 

Nella  Braddy  Henney  (1894-1973)  first  met  Anne  Sullivan,  Helen  Keller,  and  Polly  Thomson  in  1924, 
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My  dear  Mr.  Gilder: 


Cambridge,  Mass.,  July  10,  1897. 


It  is  easy  to  induce  me  to  let  you  know  Helen's 
success.  She  took  "nine  hours"  of  examinations.  The  sub- 
jects were  English,  History,  French,  Elementary  German,  Advanc- 
ed German  and  Latin.  Harvard  requires  its  candidates  to  pass 
in  sixteen  hours,  as  you  know.  , Twelve  of  these  are  called 
"Elementary"  and  four  are  "Advanced."  The  examinations  may 
be  divided  into  two  parts,  or  taken  entire  at  one  time;  but 
not  less  than  five  hours  must  be  passed  at  the  first  examina- 
tion to  make  "a  record."  Seldom  does  a fellow  take  an  advanc- 
ed subject  at  bin  preliminary  examination,  bun,  vnn  see,  Helen 
had  one  advanced  subject  at  these,  her  preliminaries. 

As  it  happened,  Helen's  most  difficult  examination 
was  the  first  on  the  list.  Advanced  German  came  on  Tuesday, 
June  29th,  from  nine  to  eleven  o'clock.  T had  been  appointed 
a special  officer  to  have  charge  of  these  examinations,  and  had 
been  allowed  to  select  my  place.  It  was  necessary  that  I 
should  have  a room  in  which  I could  be  quite  free  from  inter- 
ruptions, as  I am  not  an  expert  in  the  manual  alphabet,  and  I 
was  to  spell  all  of  the  papers  with  my  hand.  I chose  my  own 
room  in  this  School,  and  posted  a man  at  the  door  who  had  or- 
ders to  admit  no  one  except  officers  of  Harvard  or  Radcliffe. 
The  papers  for  examination  were  given  out  at  nine  o'clock  at 
Harvard  College,  and  one  was  brought  to  me  under  seal. 
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Helen  sat  at  her  type-writer  and  I sat  Pt  lt„ 

such  a way  that  my  right  hand  - " d®  11 

K 1 hand  coul°  grasp  hers.  we  w 

done  the  same  thing  for  That  d f ®n 

UF’  Tor  1 had  tested  her  P0t  to 

seif  no  u ’ 1 t0  me  nt Ion  my- 

seij,  on  Harvard  exsmimitu  J 

and  Engllsh.  — *-  Prench . a.™.., 

i.h.  but  no  Previous  effort  had  been  Mka  tti 

oth  felt  that  something  depended  on  what  we 

W(i  + ■ “ e werfl  now  doira 

d tn.d  to  see  if  we  couId  before,  now  „ ^ ^ 

°lt!  U WHS  PlRln  that  Heien  feit  this.  Ireadth 

paper  through  at  first • , ' “he  whole 

1 at  lirst.  and  then  T read  n 

-nee.  Heien  repeated  the  words  as  1 read  rlT  ^ 

ed  that  she  — “ »« - PreJ„aiced  ln  h,r’csse  py  ;ter"in- 
of  mine  to  give  her  the  y ^ f<lIlure 

the  Paper  ae  it  was  PP1 

sure  of  ttiie  „ , » . -u  t couio  he 

> having  her  repeat  the  words  . 

"he  paper  was  not  an  easv  one  ,, 

Helen  fen  that  „erh  ' was  evident  that 

”‘r  br°”  *«  *nit;  her  fingers  seen,.,,  , 

’ont  to  clutch  an  Idea-  the 

ularity  the  t P-splrati„„  came;  hut  >lth 

7 1,10  tyPe“wrl Per  spelled  cut  the  ,„gllsh  ...  „ 
text.  Helen  fn  . 8 " o.  the  German 

heien  f creed  ahead,  and  I anxiously  kept  he 
With  new  senten  y * pt  h supplied 

ences  to  translate.  At  ten  fnrt 

coraple  ted  the  translation  into  Engllsh  of  th  y"°a*  ^ ^ 
hooks  that  she  had  read  Th 

into  (lerman.  At  ^ “P  the  KnSUs* 

* AP  eleven  five  , 

was  a German  passage  fro  ^ ^ COmPleted*  '''axt  there 

6 from  some  book  that  Pnin„  u j 

Th‘»  - eempleted  at  eleven  forty  f 

°f  '1™  to  enable  my  slow  f,  . an 

n,  era  to  read  the  paper  to  Helenj 
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but  aside  from  that  the  work  was  done  within  the  two-hour  limit 
set  by  the  College  . I read  to  Helen  what  she  had  written,  so 
far  as  time  permitted,  and  interlined  such  changes  as  she  dic- 
tated. Then  I sent  it  to  the  examiners. 

There  was  no  ordeal  on  Wednesday,  but  at  nine  on 
Thursday  the  examination  in  Latin  began.  I had  had  no  thought 
of  permitting  Helen  to  try  this  examination  until  just  before 
the  time  set;  because  it  had  seemed  impossible  for  her  to  be 
fitted  in  the  short  time  that  we  had  given  her.  Her  teacher 
came  to  me  however,  and  said  that  Helen  was  prepared  for  the 
Latin,  and  we  tested  her  on  Harvard  papers.  it  appeared  that 
she  was  ready,  and  I permitted  it.  The  paper  was  read  by  me, 
just  as  that  in  German  had  been,  but  it  was  apparent  to  me  that 
it  did  not  present  the  difficulties  to  Helen  that  the  other  had. 
She  was  very  cool.  It  was  not  easy,  but  there  was  greater  con- 
fidence. The  work  went  steadily  forward,  and  when  all  was 
complete,  I sent  that  paper  to  the  Harvard  examiners,  with  my 
certificate  that  it  had  been  done  by  candidate  number  "233" 
with  no  assistance,  and  that  I supplied  her  lack  of  eyes  only. 

On  Friday,  July  2d,  at  a little  before  noon,  we  began 
the  one-hour  paper  on  the  History  of  Greece  and  Rome,  and  it 
was  followed,  after  a slight  intermission,  by  the  two-hour  pa- 
per on  English.  These  were  uneventful.  They  were  play  for 
Helen,  though  naturally,  there  were  matters  in  the  History  pa- 
per of  which  she  had  never  heard.  She  could  have  written  In- 
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_ w«  hpd  spent  weeks  in 
definitely  on  both  of  these  papers. 

cri tical  stud,  of  Burke's  .rent  Speech,  but  not  a question  .as 

based  upon  it.  Helen  had  had  a little  read  to  her  from  and 

about  Defoe's  Journal  of  the  Plague,  and  she  found  several 

duestions  on  that.  However,  the  alternatives  cade  all  clear 

for  her,  and  she  wrote  an  excellent  paper. 

On  Saturday , there  was  one  hour  for  Elementary 

and  one  for  Elementary  German.  Both  of  these  were  very  easy , 

though  the  German  Is  more  to  Helen's  taste  than  the  Trench.  . 

While  .e  .ere  going  through  this  German  pa.er,  there  .as  a 

rl„g  at  the  door,  and  Professor  Schilling  .as  announced. 

had  come  to  let  me  k„o.  that  Helen  had  succeeded  in  ner  so - 

, he  oaner  being  -excellent."  1 t .as  very  kind  of 
ed  German,  the  paper  oexi-a 

, f,ic  fnr  it  rave  Helen  her  first 

the  professor  to  let  me  know  this,  f £ 

encouragement,  and  she  went  Off  r her  :’ummer  vacati 

hour  with  a lighter  heart,  though  I believe  that  she  had  no 

doubts  at  any  time  . I had  none  . Since  then  1 have  heard 

from  all  of  the  examinations.  Helen  took  -honors"  in  German, 

and  I think  probable  that  she  did  the  same  in  English,  though 

the  report  has  not  yet  reached  me,  and  she  .as  successful  in 

every  other  subject.  I consider  this  a remarkable  result  .hen 

I consider  that  Helen  has  been  studying  on  strictly  college 

<3v,p  has  long  had  careful 

preparation-lines  for  one  year  only. 

. ohe  has  ftiWays  had  the  loving  ministrations  of 

instruction.  She  has  ai-wayo 

«...  Sullivan,  and  she  ha.  had  the  inestimable  advantage  of 
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concentration  such  as  the  rest  of  us  never  know;  but,  in  view 
of  everything,  the  result  is  extraordinary.  T never  knew  a 
girl  or  a boy  to  get  ready  for  these  examinations  in  so  brief  a 
time.  She  could  not  have  done  what  she  has  done  during  the 
past  year  if  she  had  not  hud  added  to  her  own  determination  and 
application  the  devotion  of  Miss  Sullivan. 

I think  that  I told  you  that  I permitted  Helen  to  try 
these  exarainat ions  at  the  end  of  her  first  year  because  I 
thought  that  her  previous  studies  had  brought  her  so  near  to 
the  proper  point  that  I felt  that  it  was  worth  while  for 

her  to  make  a special  effort  and  to  free  herself  of  as  many  as 
possible  at  the  beginning.  Sne  nas  done  much  more  tnan  <*e 
thought  she  could,  and  it  is  well,  for  she  has  lost  nothing  in 
her  physique,  and  she  will  now  be  at  liberty  to  work  more  lei- 
surely and,  I trust,  more  to  her  own  liking. 

I had  no  thought  of  giving  you  such  an  Infliction  as 
this,  when  I began,  and  now  that  T have  written  so  fully,  I 
wish  that  I could  keep  a copy,  but  I have  no  time  to  make  a 
copy.  May  I ask  you  to  return  this  letter  so  that  I can  copy 
it,  or,  if  you  have  a type-writer  who  will  copy  it  and  let  me 
have  the  transcription,  perhaps  you  will  favor  me  in  that  way. 

Very  truly  yours. 


R . W . Oilder,  Esq  ., 

New  York  . 


Arthur  Oilman  . 


THE  CHRISTOPHERS 

12  EAST  48  TH  STREET  NEW  YORK.  N Y 10017 • TELEPHONE  212-759-4050 


PULITZER  WINNER  DISCUSSES  ROOSEVELT.  KELLER 
DURING  CHRISTOPHER  CLOSEUP  TV  APPEARANCE 


Dec.  1982 

Contact:  -Joan  Rromfield 


Pulitzer  Prize-winninp,  author  Joseph  Lash,  who  has  written  about 
Helen  Keller  and  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  describes  the  first  meeting  of  these 
two  women  and  dicusses  how  their  lives  inspired  others,  during  a Jan.  9 
televised  interview  on  Christopher  Closeup. 

Helen  Keller  was  "a  rather  extraordinary  woman,"  Lash  tells  Christopher 
Closeup  co-hosts  Father  John  Catoir  and  Jeanne  Glynn.  Despite  being  blind 
and  deaf,  she  was  able  to  "confront  life  in  an  optimistic  way  and  to  make 
the  best  possible  uses  of  life." 

In  discussing  Mrs.  Roosevelt,  Lash  mentions  her  early  insecurities 
and  self-doubts  but  notes  how  she  evoled  into  a compassionate  but  shrewd 
woman.  Politically  speaking,  Mrs.  Roosevelt  had  "a  streak  of  practical 
sense”  in  her,  according  to  Lash.  "She  was  a tough  old  bird  when  it  came 
to  evaluating  politicians  and  positions." 

Lash  describes  Mrs.  Roosevelt  as  the  type  of  person  who  was  "in 
politics  and  yet  not  quite  of  politics."  He  mentions  his  own  love  of  politics, 
which  he  calls  "the  uses  of  power  for  worthy  purposes,"  and  his  interest  in 
people  who  are  in  politics  and  yet  were  not  destroyed  by  politics  by  becoming 
either  corrupt  or  opportunistic." 

MORE 


FATHER  JOHN  CATOIR,  DIRECTOR 
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Lash  is  the  author  of  "Helen  and  Teacher"  and  the  more  recent,  ’Love, 
Eleanor.'  On  Christopher  Closeup,  he  tells  of  the  first  meeting  between  Mrs. 
Roosevelt  and  Helen  Keller  - a meeting  that  marked  his  own  introduction  to 
Miss  Keller. 

At  the  time,  Mrs.  Roosevelt  was  visiting  Lash  and  his  wife  on  Martha's 
Vineyard.  Coincident.ly,  elsewhere  on  the  island,  Helen  Keller  was  visiting 
her  friend  Katherine  Cornell.  Upon  learning  that  Mrs.  Roosevelt  was  nearby, 
Miss  Keller  said  she'd  like  to  meet  her  and  the  introduction  was  arranged. 

Upon  meeting  Lash  says.  Miss  Keller  "immediately  went  up  to 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  and  felt  her  face  and  began  to  understand  what  Eleanor 
Roosevelt  was  saying  to  her." 

In  his  books.  Lash  demonstrates  how  Eleanor  Roosevelt  and  Helen 
a 

Keller  made^signif leant  impact  on  their  times  and  inspired  millions,  despite 
physical  handicaps  and  self-doubts. 

Christopher  Closeup  is  produced  in  New  York  City  by  The  Christophers, 
a nonprofit  organization  that  encourages  men  and  women  to  use  their  Cod-given 
talents  to  improve  the  world.  In  New  York,  the  program  can  be  seen  over 
WAHC-TV.  channel  7 at  8 a.m. 
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SAMUEL  P.  HAYES 

PERKINS  SCHOOL 
POR  i HE  BLIND 

WATERTOWN,  MASS.  02172 
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OPEN  DAILY  8:30 -4:30 
SUNDAY  1:00-4:30 

ADMISSION  CHARGED 


At  a plain-looking  well-pump  in  the  small  town  of 
Tuscumbia,  Alabama,  occurred  one  of  the  world’s 
great  miracles. 

A pretty  girl  of  seven,  who  was  totally  blind  and 
totally  deaf,  stood  there  one  day  in  the  long  ago,  a 
young  woman  at  her  side. 

Pumping  water  on  one  of  the  girl’s  hands  and  at 
the  same  time  tapping  out  an  alphabet  code  in  the 
other,  the  woman  spelled  out  the  five  letters,  first 
slowly,  then  rapidly.  Painstakingly  the  girl  struggled 
to  break  her  world  of  silence.  Suddenly  the  signals 
crossed  her  consciousness  with  a meaning.  She  knew 
that  “water”  meant  the  cool  something  flowing  over 
her  hand.  By  nightfall  she  had  learned  thirty  words. 

Helen  Keller,  the  little  girl,  became  one  of 
history’s  remarkable  women.  And  her  teacher,  Anne 
Sullivan  is  remembered  as  “the  miracle  worker”. 

Through  the  years,  until  her  death  on  June  1, 
1968,  the  half-wild,  deaf  and  blind  mute  became  a 
highly  intelligent,  sensitive  citizen  of  the  gifted  pen. 
writing  and  speaking  and  incessantly  working  toward 
the  betterment  of  others. 

“Someday  1 shall  go  to  college,”  she  used  to  say  - 
and  she  did,  graduating  from  Radcliffe  College  cum 
laude  in  1904  with  a BA  degree.  She  later  was 
awarded  honorary  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters  and 
Doctor  of  Laws  degrees. 

Even  before  graduation.  Miss  Keller  had  broken 
into  print  with  her  autobiography,  “The  Story  of  My 
Life”,  published  in  1902  as  a serial  in  a national 
magazine.  She  used  the  braille  typewriter  in  preparing 
her  manuscripts,  then  copied  them  on  the  typewriter. 

When  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
opened  its  offices  in  1923.  she  joined  the  organi- 
zation. A year  later  she  started  a campaign  in  her 
name  to  raise  endowment  funds.  She  often  said  the 
happiest  day  of  her  life  occurred  when  the  founda- 
tion established  the  Department  of  Services  for  the 
Deal-Blind.  A “Helen  Keller"  scholarship  aids  gifted 
deaf-blind  students  to  attain  a college  education. 

In  1954.  through  the  efforts  of  the  Helen  Keller 
Property  Board  and  the  State  of  Alabama,  her  birth- 
place, Ivy  Green,  was  made  a permanent  shrine. 

Helen  Keller  spent  the  last  years  of  her  rich  life  in 
a white  frame  home  in  the  country  near  New  York 
City.  She  was  an  avid  reader  of  the  Bible,  poetry  and 
philosophy. 


They  took  away  what  should  have  been  my  eyes. 

(But  1 remembered  Milton's  Paradise) 

They  took  away  what  should  have  been  my  ears. 

(Beethoven  came  and  wiped  away  my  tears). 

They  took  away  what  should  have  been  my  tongue. 
(But  1 had  talked  with  God  when  1 was  young). 
He  would  not  let  them  take  away  my  soul- 
Possessing  that,  1 still  possess  the  whole. 
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The  Helen  Keller  Shrine, 
birthplace  and  home  of  a 
great  lady,  invites  you  to 
pause  for  a moment  to  link 
past  and  present  together  in 
contemplation  of  the  physical  surroundings  in  which 
was  nurtured  one  of  the  most  courageous  hearts  and 
indomitable  spirits  in  the  annals  of  American  history. 

Situated  in  the  charming  old  Southern  town  of 
Tuscuntbia.  Alabama,  amid  magnolias  and  jasmines, 
“Ivy  Green"  is  as  quaint  and  charming  as  its  setting. 
This  house  where  Helen  Keller  grew  up  to  overcome 
almost  insurmountable  handicaps  is  typically 
Southern.  The  big  square  rooms  boast  individual 
fireplaces,  thus  presenting  a reminder  of  the  manner 
of  living  when  “Ivy  Green”  was  young. 

Today,  through  the  cooperation  of  the  Tuscumbia 
Helen  Keller  Property  Board  and  the  State  of 
Alabama,  “Ivy  Green"  stands  permanently  enshrined 
as  the  Birthplace  of  America’s  First  Lady  of  Courage. 


Ivy  Green,  birthplace  of  Helen  Keller,  was  built  by  her 
grandfather  in  1820  and  is  typically  Southern  in  architecture. 
An  office  where  the  plantation  books  were  kept  was  built 
in  the  yard  near  the  house.  Later  a dressing  room  and  porch 
were  added  to  the  office  and  its  occupants  were  the  boys  of 
the  family.  When  Captain  Keller  brought  his  bride  home  (the 
bride  of  his  second  marriage)  it  was  daintily  furnished  and 
fitted  for  them  as  a bridal  suite.  Here  Helen  Keller  was  bom, 
a normal  child,  on  June  27,  1880,  the  daughter  of  Captain 
Arthur  M.  and  Kate  Adams  Keller. 

The  greatest  drama  in  its  long  history  began  with  the 
tragic  slackening  of  two-year  old  Helen  Keller  with  an  illness 
which  left  her  both  blind  and  deaf. 

When  Helen  was  nearly  seven  years  old,  Anne  Sullivan  was 
brought  from  Perkins  Institute  in  Boston  as  a teacher  for 
Helen.  They  lived  in  the  small  office  building  to  themselves. 

The  story  of  how  she  overcame  her  handicaps  has  been  an 
inspiration  to  millions  the  world  over. 


The  pump  at  which  Helen  learned  her 
first  word,  the  Whistle  Path  between  the 
outdoor  kitchen  and  Main  House  are  still 
familiar  sights  at  the  home  of  Helen 
Keller,  America’s  First  Lady  of  Courage. 
All  these  and  many  more  things  of 
interest  still  are  intact  at  this  beautiful 
old  home  deep  in  the  tradition  of  early 
Tuseumbia. 


BIG  SPRING,  at  the  foot  of  Main  Street  in  Tuseumbia,  has 
long  been  a popular  place  to  play  and  relax.  Bubbling  out 
55,000,000  gallons  of  crystal  clear  water  every  day,  the 
Spring  has  an  interesting  history,  dating  back  to  the  days  of 
the  Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  Indians. 


TUSCUMBIA 
“The  Friendly  City’’ 

Tuseumbia,  Alabama,  county  seat  of  Colbert  County, 
situated  in  the  northwest  section  of  the  state,  derives  its 
name  from  the  Indian  chief  Tash-Ka-Ambi,  and  is  one  of 
the  oldest  towns  in  Alabama.  Tuseumbia  was  founded  in 
1817  by  the  United  States  Government;  the  same  year 
General  John  Coffey  surveyed  the  town  site  and  designated 
a 300  fool  strip  of  land  around  the  town  for  public  use  to  be 
known  as  the  “Commons’’. 

In  1832,  Tuseumbia  became  the  terminus  of  the  first 
railroad  west  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains  and  today  is 
served  by  the  Southern  Railway  System.  National  highways 
from  all  directions,  terminal  facilities  on  the  Tennessee  River 
and  air  routes  through  the  Muscle  Shoals  Airport. 

Since  1962  a local  theatre  group  has  presented  William 
Gibson’s  “The  Miracle  Worker”  summer  weekend  evenings 
out  of  doors  at  Ivy  Green.  In  June  the  town  hosts  the  annual 
Helen  Keller  Festival.  Highlights  of  the  Festival  include  tours 
of  Tuseumbia’ s antebellum  homes  and  historic  district  and  an 
arts  and  crafts  show. 


(1)  Ivy  Green,  Keller  Home;  (2)  Office  building  that  was 
converted  into  cottage;  (3)  The  pump,  where  Miss  Keller 
first  learned  the  word  “water”;  (4)  Interior  ot  the  cottage 
where  Helen  was  born;  (5)  The  Keller  Dining  Room  in  the 
main  house  at  Ivy  Green;  (6)  Kitchen  and  Utensils;  (8)  The 
Lions  International  Memorial  to  Helen  Keller;  (7)  The 
Garden  Clubs  of  Alabama  Memorial  Gardens 


THIS  SUMMER  SEE 

The 

Miracle  Worker 

By  William  Gibson 


THE  INSPIRING  DREAM  OF 

HELEN  KELLER 

AND  HER  DEVOTED  TEACHER 

ANNIE  SULLIVAN 

MOVINGLY  RE-ENACTED  ON 
THE  ACTUAL  SITE  AT 
MISS  KELLER’S  BIRTHPLACE 

FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY  NIGHTS 
MID  JUNE  - JULY 

BY  SPECIAL  PERMISSION  OF  SAMUEL  FRENCH.  INC. 
FOR  TICKET  INFORMATION.  WRITE: 
IVY  GREEN 

300  WEST  NOR TH  COMMONS 
TUSCUMBIA.  ALABAMA  35674 
205-383-4066 
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ky  "f?*'  1 inf?  twurdE  kiss  Sullivan  is  expressea  in  the  article  that  I wrote 

c^AoiO 

fur  the  \nnals  . I have  ho  ill-feeling  towards  her,  and  it  is. far  from  -,y  A40A- 

lJ\<x kjl 

to  keep  her  from  nay  iw iru-v'N***  that  ?hs-  v;  in^s^-uo.  that  her  f rienus-  wish  for 
her,  i thr*  7unn  that  is  p.ruvirifi  in  Nev  York..  While  I ntortuin  t .--so  senti- 
ments , I am  more  ir.t- rested  in  Helen,  ana  I a , not  able  c or.se  lent  ions  ly  to  Suv 

that  I favor  any  pi  n.  that  bir.os  Ho  lei;  to  kiss  Sul  livan  por  life. 

So  “a  r as  Helen  is  runnflru.ee  , I wrote  to  Mrs  Ko  1 l e r that  I was  willing,  ixi.d 

T still  am,  to  continue  Helen's  ©mention,  assuming  all  the  res  puns  ihi  l Ity  for 

A-.arY.. 

raising  any  funds  that  may  be  neeoec  to  make  it  the  be  st  ’ w»*6iW« . 

I regret  much  that  it  was  i.  porr.iblo  for  y._,u  to  aet  Ur.  Hum- i*oii  ana  ,e  in 
New  York;  but  doubtless  Ur.  Hu.  . as  on  will  tell  you  all  that  he  suia  to  me 

Co/a-  ~ , 

i 1 4*  t fan  wm.oO  n i —o-w  the  influence  of  kiss  Sullivan  upon  Helen  ana  inn.  the//'” 


1 ir*  ujon-e-r— tr+r« — r f - trf  trfto  n'  r 1 frh  t.  .-4’  arm  s ur.  School.  If  he  will,  3— arrrarfl  tint' 


you  will  unoci-st.'iiio 

Neither  he  nor  kr . 


why  I am  a'tvii  *KdMig  c , ,vo  141  :s  S.  remain  in  this 


Wrignt  huu  any  hesitation  in  telling  m«  that  unuer 


School  . 


no  con- 


s iae  rat  iorrfv/oula  they  have  permittee.  lh-r~ — tofo  to  cPt't+*im  with  £h  ■ . 

My  interest  in  Helen  is  stronger  than  I can  tell  you,  anu  you  may  well 

<\  l\ 

understand  that  no  slight  misunderstanding  would  have  lee  me  to  risk  the  cor.S'**- 
uar.ee  of  my  direction  u'  he  r education.  On  the  other  hand,  I do  not  wls?i  to 
harm  he*  teuch*  r,  <%*•*  tk'  r*  *orfl  T ao  not  make  ae  cuSat  i or.s  against  her,  •‘••rth 
that.  may  o»  implied  in  saying  that  she  proved  this  year,  to  use  the  language 


‘ • f 

of  the  Manual  of  the  School,  “not  a harmonious  member  of  the  household.” 

It  seems  to  me  probable  that  Mrs  Koller  has  oeoidetl  to  resume  hflr  personal 
care  • f Helen,  ana  to  give  her  i rest  for  a time  from,  study,  but  I ao  not 
know.  Neither  ao  1 know  where  they  are.  They  we  re  at  Wrcntham  when  I last 
heard,  ana  I suppose  that  they  are  there  still,  because  Mrs  Keller  tola  rr.e  vtf 
when  she  was  here  that  she  should  com  • to  see  me  again  be  fore  going  home . as 
;.ii  s i Ful 1 ivan  Said  the  same  .v'-ci.  she  was  here  with  Mr.  Hit* . £ am.  expecting 


the  call  . 

It  will  he  a safl  cone  lusion  if  Hr.’ 1 • . . V; 


'•.tio:  should  be  s j su<  -'u. 


ki  allow  it  lu  go 

on  to  the  t 1 uphant  owa-J  '**-4.  on  trrrt — t-t  v ou  1 a c* 

Who  the  r a visit  from  you  woulo  be  the  je.ine  o*4  brinpir.  on  a favor  ibl  ' ro  - 

l c>  rvu^  ^ — n- ^ Ci~  'yy*  / ' ru.  — J 

suit,  I cannot  say.  The  sublet  of  leaving  Hr  lei.  is  not  a new  one  to  Miss  K. 
for  she  broached  it  when  she  was  at  the  Wr ight -Humas on  School,  as  t . princi- 
pals tola  me.  She  brought  it  up  at  once,  so  i-.rs  Keller  wrote,  as  soon  as  I 
nr.aG3  my  protest  against  over-work.  Doubtless  a relaxation  of  the  strain  e0r 
a year  or-  so  might  benefit  both  sices,  and  be  no  s hoc < to  Helen.  I go  not 
know.  You  see,  that  I am  as  much  in  the  dark  as  you  are. 

I remain  sincerely  yours 


Dr . ale  xuna e r Graham  Be  1 1 , 
Washingt on. 
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Thank  you  so  much,  dear  Mrs.  Gilman,  for  the  prayer-bock ! It  was 
just  what  I wanted,  and  I shall  always  value  it,  not  only  because 
its  precious  lessons  and  beautifxil  prayers  will  fill  my  life  with 
new  joy,  hut  also  hecau.se  it  is  your  gift  to  me . Whenever  I sit 
down  to  read  its  sweet  words,  I shall  think  of  the  dean'  giver, 
and  in  my  heart  I shall  pray  that  the  pleasure  your  kind  thought 
has  brought  me  may  return-’  to  you  tenfold. 

With  lore  and  Neve  Year’s  greetings  for  yourself  and  your 
family,  I am. 


Always  your  friend 


Cam! -ri  clo .? , Dec  ember  th.  i rt  ieth. 
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that  HAND  SAPOLIO  is  as 

necessary  an  adjunct  to  the  toilet 
as  SAPOLIO1  is  to  housework. 
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Christmas  Plum  Pudding 

The  genuine  old  English,  richly  flavored  kind  made  of 
finest  spices,  citron  and  fruits,  pure  sugar,  fresh  plump  Cali- 
fornia raisins  and  selected  beef  suet.  ^ 


Libby’s  Mince  Meat 

made  of  apples,  raisins,  cider,  pure  spices,  sugar  and  finest  brisket  of 
beef.  All  ready  to  put  into  the  pie  crust.  Insist  on  getting  Libby’s, 
it  is  pure  and  fresh,  and  you  will  always  be  successful  with  your  pies. 

Libby’s  Food  Products  received  the  Grand  Prize  at  the  Alaska- Yukon- Pacific  Exposition 
Ask  your  grocer  for  Libby’s. 

ju.  Libby,  McNeill  & Libby,  Chicago.  / 
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Baker’s 

Cocoa  and  Chocolate 


Supplies  the  Home,  the  Hospital,  and  the  Camp 


5 2 Highest  Awards  in  Europe  and  America 

Ji  new  illustrated  recipe  book  with  40  new 
recipes  for  Home  Made  Candies  sent  free. 


Established  1780  Waltef  BaKef  & Co.,  Ltd.  Dorchester,  Mass. 
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The  Light  That  is  Felt 


v TENDER  child  of  summers  three, 
0V  Seeking  her  little  bed  at  night. 
Paused  on  the  dark  stair  timidly. 

“ 0,  mother,  take  my  hand,”  said  she. 
“And  then  the  dark  will  all  be  light!” 


We  older  children  grope  our  way 
From  dark  behind  to  dark  before, 
And  only  when  our  hands  we  lay 
Dear  Lord  in  Thine,  the  night  is  day, 
And  then  is  darkness  never  more. 


Reach  downward  to  the  sunless  days 
Where  in  our  guides  are  blind  as  we, 

And  faith  is  small,  and  hope  delays; 
Take  Thou  the  hands  of  prayer  we  raise, 
And  let  us  feel  the  light  of  Thee! 

-J.  Q.  Whittier. 
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Helen  Keller 

WE  have  arranged  to  have  the  celebrated  Helen  Keller,  the 
deaf-blind  girl  and  her  teacher,  Mrs.  Macy,  as  guests  of 
the  school  on  the  17th  of  May.  Mrs.  Macy  will  deliver 
her  lecture  on  Helen,  giving  us  the  history  of  her  education  and 
Helen  herself  will  talk  to  us. 

We  are  very  fortunate,  indeed,  to_have  these  guests  come  to  our 
little  town  and  I am  sure  all  the  people  will  join  its  in  a most 
hearty  welcome. 

Helen  or  Miss  Keller,  for  she  must  now  be  thirty-six 
years  of  age,  is  a most  accomplished  woman,  with  many  highly 
educated  men  and  women  as  her  personal  friends. 

The  following  account  is  adapted  from  Brain  and  Personality, 
by  Wm.  H.  Thomson. 

When  nineteen  months  old,  Helen  Keller  had  an  attack,  presum- 
ably of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  which  left  her  totally  and  per- 
manently blind  and  deaf,  and  hence  dumb  also. 

Till  her  seventh  year,  she  was  wholly  dependent  upon  her  senses 
of  smell,  taste  and  touch  for  all  that  she  learned.  Hence,  also, 
she  could  only  tell  her  wants  or  feelings  to  others  by  actions 
which  she  had  learned  to  associate  in  her  mind  with  pleasure  or 
pain.  Because  of  this  she  often  had  fits  of  anger,  or  she  was 
joyously  happy.  She  felt  pain  or  pleasure  but  did  not  know  how 
to  tell  her  feelings  to  others,  and  no  one  could  help  her. 

We,  who  have  all  our  senses  are  often  impatient  with  other 
people  and  we  can  understand  what  it  was  to  this  child  to  have 
scarcely  any  way  to  explain  her  wants,  except  by  throwing  things, 
or  herself,  on  the  ground. 

On  March  6,  1887.  Helen’s  teacher  Miss  Sullivan,  (now  Mrs. 
Macyj,  first  tried  to  begin  teaching  the  child  language  by  spelling 
into  her  hand  the  words  “doll”  and  “cake.  ” These  words  were 
spelled  many  times,  until  Helen  could  spell  them  herself.  By 
March  31,  she  could  spell  with  her  fingers  eighteen  nouns  and  three 
verbs,  but  she  did  not  know  that  everything  had  a name. 

On  April  5,  when  she  had  been  toying  to  learn  for  about  a 
month  there  was  the  change.  Miss  Sullivan  had  her  hold  a 
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cup  in  her  hand  at  a pump  and  as  the  water  filled  the  cup 
and  ran  on  her  hand  the  teacher  spelled  the  word  w-a-t-e-r  on 
the  palm  of  her  hand.  Miss  Sullivan  writes:  ‘‘She  dropped 
the  cup  and  stood  perfectly  still.  A new  light  came  into  her 
face.  She  spelled  water  several  times.”  The  great  step 
was  gained  when  this  blind  deaf  and  dumb  girl  suddenly  under- 
stood that  the  words  spelled  in  her  hand  meant  water.  Now  for 
the  first  time  she  knew  that  everything  had  a name  which  she 
could  learn  from  her  teacher.  From  that  moment  she  was  like  a 
prisoner  set  free. 

‘‘The  next  morning  Helen  got  up  like  a radient  fairy.  She  has 
flitted  from  object  to  object,  asking  the  name  of  everything,” 
kissing  her  teacher  for  the  first  time  in  her  gladness. 

She  tried  to  teach  her  dog  by  spelling  the  word  water  on  its 
paws. 

From  this  time  her  progress  was  rapid.  In  two  years  and  a 
half  she  was  studying  arithmetic,  geography,  zoology  and  botany, 
and  reading  books  of  all  kinds. 

She  asked  questions  about  everything;  her  shut  in  mind  worked 
rapidly  and  this  shows  what  the  mind  can  do  when  the  knowledge 
as  to  how  to  think,  has  once  been  gained. 

1 ‘‘Early  in  May,  1890,  (fourth  year  of  her  training),  she  wrote 
on  her  tablet  the  following  list  of  questions:  'I  wish  to  write  about 

things  i do  not  understand.  Who  made  the  earth  and  the  seas  and 
everything?  What  makes  the  sun  hot?  Where  was  I before  I 
came  to  Mother?  I know  that  plants  grow  from  seeds  which  are 
in  the  ground,  but  I am  sure  people  do  not  grow  that  way.  I 
never  saw  a child  plant.  Little  birds  and  chickens  come  out  of 
eggs.  I have  seen  them.  (All  blind  persons  who  have  no  memory 
of  eye-sight  constantly  speak  of  seeing,  meaning  thereby  correctly 
enough  mental  sight,  i.  e.,  perceiving. ) What  was  the  egg  before 
it  was  an  egg?  Why  does  not  the  earth  fall,  it  is  so  large  and 
heavy?  Tell  me  something  that  Father  Nature  does?” 

There  was  no  stopping  her  now.  She  must  know  the  origin 
oC  things. 

When  her  teacher  told  her  that  men  believed  that  all  power 
came  from  God  she  asked,  ‘‘Where  is  God?  Did  you  ever  see 
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God?”  Ilei'  teacher  told  her  that  God  was  everywhere  and  that 
she  must  not  think  of  Him  as  a person,  but  as  the  life  of  every- 
thing. Helen  said,  ‘‘Everything  does  not  have  life.  The  rocks 
have  no  life,  they  cannot  think.” 

In  March,  1890,  three  years  after  she  learned  her  first  word, 
she  commenced  to  take  lessons  in  speech.  This  was  most 
difficult  for  her,  she  says:  ‘‘Discouragement  and  weariness  cast 

me  down  frequently,  but  the  next  moment  the  thought  that 
T should  soon  be  at  home  and  show  my  loved  ones  what  I had 
accomplished  spurred  me  on.  ‘My  little  sister  will  understand 
me  now,’  was  a thought  stronger  than  all  else.  I shall  never 
forget  the  surprise  and  delight  I felt  when  I spoke  my  first 
sentence,  ‘It  is  warm.’  True,  they  were  broken  syllables,  but 
they  were  speech.  My  soul  was  free.  No  deaf  child  who  has 
worked  hard,  and  tried  to  speak  the  words  which  he  has  never 
heard,  can  forget  the  feeling  of  surprise  which  came 
when  he  spoke  his  first  words.  Only  such  a person  can  know 
how  I talked  to  my  toys,  or  my  happiness  when  I called 
my  sister  Mildred  and  she  came  to  me,  or  when  I spoke 
to  my  dogs  and  they  obeyed  my  voice.  But  it  must  not  be 
supposed  that  I could  really  talk  in  this  shoi-t  time.  I needed  help 
all  the  time  to  articulate  each  sound  clearly,  and  to  combine  all 
sounds  in  a thousand  ways.  Even  now  my  teacher  calls  my  at- 
tention every  day  to  mispronounced  words.  All  teachers  of  the 
deaf  know  what  this  means,  and  only  they  can  at  all  understand 
the  difficulties  with  which  I had  to  contend.  In  reading  my  teach- 
er’s lips,  I was  wholly  dependent  on  my  fingers.  I had  to  use  the 
sense  of  touch  to  get  the  vibrations  in  the  throat,  the  movements  of 
the  mouth,  and  the  expression  of  the  face,  and  many  times  I fail- 
ed. I often  repeated  the  woi’ds  or  sentences  for  hours,  until  1 felt 
the  right  ring  in  my  voice.  My  work  was  practice,  practice, 
practice.  My  greatest  happiness  was  that.  I could  say,  'I  am  not 
dumb  now’  ! ” 

Helen’s  story  begins  with  a child  having  neither  sight,  hearing 
nor  speech  and  after  great  difficulty  she  gets  one  word.  He'  in- 
domitable personal  will,  and  her,  “Practice,  practice,  practice,” 
makes  her  a highly  educated  woman,  a graduate  with  honors 
of  Radcliffe  College.  She  knows  Latin,  Greek,  French,  German, 
is  a writer  of  the  purest  English  style,  and  has  original  ideas  on 
all  subjects. 


COME  walk  with  me,  and  I will  tell 

What  I have  read  in  this  scroll  of  stone ; 

I will  spell  out  this  writing  on  hill  and  meadow. 

This  is  New  England’s  entablature  of  rock, 

Leagues  upon  leagues  of  sealed  history  awaiting  an 
interpreter. 

It  is  a chronicle  wrought  by  praying  workmen, 

The  forefathers  of  our  nation. 

The  walls  have  many  things  to  tell  me, 

And  the  daj'S  are  long.  I come  and  listen ; 

My  hand  is  upon  the  stones,  and  the  tale  I fain  would 
hear 

Is  of  the  men  who  built  the  walls, 

And  of  the  God  who  made  the  stones  and  the  wrorkers. 

With  searching  feet  I walk  beside  the  wall; 

I plunge  and  stumble  over  the  fallen  stones; 

I follow  the  windings  of  the  wall 
Over  the  heaving  hill,  down  by  the  meadow-brook, 
Beyond  the  scented  fields,  by  the  marsh  where  rushes 
grow. 

On  I trudge  through  pine  woods  fragrant  and  cool, 

And  emerge  amid  clustered  pools  and  by  rolling  acres  of 
rye. 

The  wall  is  builded  of  field  stones  great  and  small, 
Tumbled  about  by  frost  and  storm, 

Shaped  and  polished  by  ice  and  rain  and  sun ; 

Some  flattened,  grooved,  and  chiseled 
By  the  inscrutable  sculpture  of  the  weather ; 

Some  with  clefts  and  rough  edges  harsh  to  the  touch. 

Gracious  Time  has  glorified  the  wall 

And  covered  the  historian  stones  with  a mantle  of  green ; 
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The  sunbeams  flit  and  waver  in  the  rifts, 

Vanish  and  reappear,  linger  and  sleep, 

Conquer  with  radiance  the  obdurate  angles, 

Filter  between  the  naked  rents  and  wind-bleached  jags. 

I understand  the  triumph  and  the  truth 
Wrought  into  these  walls  of  rugged  stone. 

They  are  a miracle  of  patient  hands, 

They  are  a victory  of  suffering,  a pa:an  of  pain. 

All  pangs  of  death,  all  cries  of  birth, 

Are  in  the  mute,  moss-covered  stones ; 

They  are  eloquent  to  my  hands. 

0 beautiful,  blind  stones,  inarticulate  and  dumb! 

In  the  deep  gloom  of  their  hearts  there  is  a gleam 
Of  the  primeval  sun  which  looked  upon  them 
When  they  were  begotten. 

So  in  the  heart  of  man  shines  forever 
A beam  from  the  everlasting  sun  of  God. 

Unresponsive,  rude  are  the  stones; 

Yet  in  them  divine  things  lie  concealed. 

1 hear  their  imprisoned  chant: 

“We  are  fragments  of  the  universe, 

Chips  of  the  rock  whereon  God  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  world ; 

Out  of  immemorial  chaos  He  wrought  us. 

Out  of  the  sun,  out  of  the  tempest,  out  of  the  travail  of 
the  earth,  we  grew. 

We  are  wonderfully  mingled  of  life  and  death; 

We  serve  as  crypts  for  innumerable,  unnoticed,  tiny 
forms. 

We  are  manifestations  of  the  Might 
That  rears  the  granite  hills  unto  the  clouds 
And  sows  the  tropic  seas  with  coral  isles.’ 

We  are  shot  through  and  through  with  hidden  color; 

A thousand  hues  are  blended  in  our  gray  substance. 
Sapphire,  turquoise,  ruby,  opal, 

Emerald,  diamond,  amethyst,  are  our  sisters  from  the 
beginning ; 

And  our  brothers  are  iron,  lead,  zinc, 

Copper,  and  silver,  and  gold. 

We  are  the  dust  of  continents  past  and  to  come, 

We  are  a deathless  frieze  carved  with  man's  destiny; 

In  us  is  the  record  sibylline  of  far  events. 


We  are  as  old  as  the  world  ; our  birth  was  before  the 


When  chaos  shall  again  return, 

And  endless  night  shall  spread  her  wings  upon  a ruined 
world, 

We  alone  shall  stand  up  from  the  shattered  earth, 
Indestructible,  invincible  witnesses  of  God’s  eternal 
purpose.” 

In  reflective  mood  by  the  wall  I wander. 

The  hoary  stones  have  set  my  heart  astir; 

My  thoughts  take  shape  and  move  beside  me  in  the  guise 
Of  the  stern  men  who  built  the  wall  in  early,  olden  days. 
One  by  one  the  melancholy  phantoms  go  stepping  from 
me, 

And  I follow  them  in  and  out  among  the  stones. 

I think  of  the  days  long  gone, 

Flown  like  birds  beyond  the  ramparts  of  the  world. 

The  patient,  sturdy  men  who  piled  the  stones 
Have  vanished,  like  the  days,  beyond  the  bounds 
Of  earth  and  mortal  things. 

From  their  humble,  steadfast  lives  has  sprung  the 


greatness  of  my  nation. 

I am  bone  of  their  bone,  breath  of  their  breath ; 

Their  courage  is  in  my  soul. 

The  wall  is  an  Iliad  of  granite : it  chants  to  me 
Of  pilgrims  of  the  perilous  deep, 

Of  fearless  journeyings,  and  old,  forgotten  things. 

The  blood  of  grim  ancestors  warms  the  fingers 
That  trace  the  letters  of  their  story; 

My  pulses  beat  in  unison  with  pulses  that  are  stilled; 
The  fire  of  their  zeal  inspires  me 
In  my  struggle  with  darkness  and  pain. 

These  embossed  books,  unobliterated  by  the  tears  and 
laughter  of  Time, 

Are  signed  with  the  vital  hands  of  undaunted  min. 

1 love  these  monoliths,  so  crudely  imprinted 
With  their  stalwart,  cleanly,  frugal  lives. 

From  my  seat  among  the  stones  I stretch  my  hand  and 
touch 

My  friend  the  elm,  urn-like,  lithesome,  tall; 
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Far  above  the  reach  of  my  exploring  fingers 
Birds  are  singing  and  winging  joyously 
Through  leafy  billows  of  green. 

The  elm-tree’s  song  is  wondrous  sweet; 

The  words  are  the  ancientest  language  of  trees: 

They  tell  how  earth  and  air  and  light 

Are  wrought  anew  to  beauty  and  to  fruitfulness. 

I feel  the  glad  stirrings  under  her  rough  bark ; 

Her  living  sap  mounts  up  to  bring  forth  leaves; 

Her  great  limbs  thrill  beneath  the  wand  of  spring. 

This  wall  was  builded  in  our  fathers’  days — 

Valorous  days  when  life  was  lusty  and  the  land  was  new. 
Resemble  the  walls  the  builders,  buffeted,  stern,  and 
worn. 

To  us  they  left  the  law, 

Order,  simplicity,  obedience, 

And  the  wall  is  the  bond  they  gave  the  nation 
At  its  birth  of  courage  and  unflinching  faith. 


The  apple-tree  by  the  wall  sheds  its  blossoms  about  me — 
A shower  of  petals  of  light  upon  darkness. 

From  Nature’s  brimming  cup  I drink  a thousand  scents; 
At  noon  the  wizard  sun  stirs  the  hot  soil  under  the  pines. 
I take  the  top  stone  of  the  wall  in  my  hands 
And  the  sum  in  my  heart ; 

I feel  the  rippling  land  extend  to  right  and  left, 

Bearing  up  a receptive  surface  to  my  uncertain  feet; 

I clamber  up  the  hill  and  beyond  the  grassy  sweep; 

T encounter  a chaos  of  tumbled  rocks : 

Piles  of  shadow  they  seem,  huddling  close  to  the  land. 
Here  they  are  scattered  like  sheep, 

Or  like  great  birds  at  rest ; 

There  a huge  block  juts  from  the  giant  wave  of  the  hill. 
At  the  foot  of  the  aged  pines  the  maiden’s  moccasins 
Track  the  sod  like  the  noiseless  sandals  of  Spring. 

Out  of  chinks  in  the  wall  delicate  grasses  wave, 

As  beauty  grew  out  of  the  crannies  of  those  hard  souls. 


Beauty  was  at  their  feet,  and  their  eyes  beheld  it; 
The  earth  cried  out  for  labor,  and  they  gave  it. 
But  ever  as  they  saw  the  budding  spring, 


Ever  as  they  cleared  the  stubborn  field, 

Ever  as  they  piled  the  heavy  stones, 

In  mystic  visions  they  saw  the  eternal  spring. 

They  raised  their  hardened  hands  above  the  earth, 

And  beheld  the  walls  that  are  not  built  of  stone, 

The  portals  opened  by  angels  whose  garments  are  of 
light; 

And  beyond  the  radiant  walls  of  living  stones 
They'dreamed  vast  meadows  and  hills  of 
fadeless  green. 

In  the  old  house  across  the  road 

With  weather-beaten  front,  like  the  furrowed  face  of  an 
old  man, 

The  lights  are  out  forever,  the  windows  are  broken, 

And  the  oaken  posts  are  warped  ; 

The  storms  beat  into  the  rooms  as  the  passion  of  the 
world 

Racked  and  buffeted  those  who  once  dwelt  in  them. 

The  psalm  and  the  morning  prayer  are  silent ; 

But  the  walls  remain  visible  witnesses  of  faith 
That  knew  no  wavering  or  shadow  of  turning. 

They  have  withstood  sun  and  northern  blast, 

They  have  outlasted  the  unceasing  strife 
Of  forces  leagued  to  tear  them  down. 

Under  the-stars  and  the  clouds,  under  the  summer  sun, 
Beaten  by  rain  and  wind,  covered  with  tender  vines, 

The  walls  stand  symbols  of  a granite  race, 

The  measure  and  translation  of  olden  times. 

In  the  rought  epic  of  their  life,  their  toil,  their  creeds, 
Their  psalms,  their  prayers,  what  stirring  tales 
Of  days  that  were  their  past  had  they  to  tell 
Their  children  to  keep  the  new  faith  burning? 

Tales  of  grandsires  in  the  fatherland 

Whose  faith  was  seven  times  tried  in  fiery  furnaces, — 

Of  Rowland  Taylor  who  kissed  the  stake, 

And  stood  with  hands  folded  and  eyes  steadfastly  turned 
To  the  sky,  and  smiled  upon  the  flames: 

Of  Latimer  and  of  Cranmer  who  for  cowardice 
heroically  atoned  — 

Who  thrust  his  right  hand  into  the  fire 
Because  it  had  broken  plight  with  his  heart 
And  written  against  the  voice  of  his  conviction. 


With  such  memories  they  exalted  and  cherished 
The  heroism  of  their  tried  souls, 

And  ours  are  wrung  with  doubt  and  self-distrust! 

I am  kneeling  on  the  odorous  earth  ; 

The  sweet,  shy  feet  of  Spring  come  tripping  o’er  the  land  ; 
Winter  is  fled  to  the  hills,  leaving  snowy  wreaths 
On  apple-tree,  meadow,  and  marsh. 

The  walls  are  astir;  little  waves  of  blue 
Run  through  my  fingers,  murmuring, 

‘We  follow  the  winds  and  the  snow!” 

Their  heart  is  a cup  of  gold. 

Soft  whispers  of  showers  and  flowers 
Are  mingled  in  the  spring  song  of  the  walls. 

Hark  to  the  songs  that  go  singing  like  the  wind 
Through  the  chinks  of  the  wall  and  thrill  the  heart 
And  quicken  it  with  passionate  response! 

The  walls  sing  the  song  of  wild  bird,  the  hoof-beat  of 
deer, 

The  murmur  of  pine  and  cedar,  the  ripple  of  many 
streams ; 

Crows  are  calling  from  the  druidical  wood ; 

The  morning  mist  still  haunts  the  meadows, 

Like  the  ghosts  of  the  wall-builders. 

As  I listen,  methinks  I hear  the  bitter  plaint  ' 

Of  the  passing  of  a haughty  race, 

The  wronged,  friendly,  childlike,  peaceable  tribes, 

The  swarthy  archers  of  the  wilderness; 

The  red  men  to  whom  Nature  opened  all  her  secrets, 
Who  knew  the  haunts  of  bird  and  fish, 

The  hidden  virtue  of  herb  and  root. 

All  the  travail  of  man  and  beast  they  knew — 

Hirth  and  death,  heat  and  cold, 

Hunger  and  thirst,  love  and  hate. 

For  these  are  the  unchanging  things  writ  in  the 
imperishable  book  of  life 

That  man  suckled  at  the  breast  of  woman  must  know. 

In  the  dim  sanctuary  of  the  pines 
The  winds  murmur  their  mysteries  through  dusky 
aisles — 

Secrets  of  earth’s  renewal  and  the  endless  cycle  of  life. 
Living  things  are  afoot  among  the  grasses; 


The  closed  fingers  of  the  ferns  unfold, 

New  bees  explore  new  flowers,  and  the  brook 
Pours  virgin  waters  from  the  rushing  founts  of  May. 

In  the  old  walls  there  are  sinister  voices — 

The  groans  of  women  charged  with  witchcraft. 

I see  a lone,  gray,  haggard  woman  standing  at  bay, 
Helpless  against  her  grim,  sin-darkened  judges. 

Terror  blanches  her  lips  and  makes  her  confess 
Bonds  with  demons  that  her  heart  knows  not; 

Satan  sits  by  the  judgment-seat  and  laughs. 

The  gray  walls,  broken,  weather-worn  oracles, 

Sing  that  she  was  once  a girl  of  love  and  laughter, 

Then  a fair  mother  with  lullabies  on  her  lips, 

Caresses  in  her  eyes,  who  spent  her  days 
In  weaving  warmth  to  keep  her  brood  against  the  winter 
cold. 

And  in  her  tongue  was  the  law  of  kindness ; 

For  her  God  was  the  Lord  Jehovah. 

Enemies  uprose  and  swore  her  accursed. 

Laid  at  her  door  the  writhing  forms  of  children, 

And  she  could  but  answer,  “The  evil  one 
Torments  them  in  my  shape.” 

She  stood  amazed  before  the  tribunal  of  her  church, 

And  heard  the  gates  of  God’s  house  closed  against 
her. 

Oh,  shuddering  the  silence  of  the  throng, 

And  fearful  the  words  spoken  from  the  judgment-seat! 
She  raised  her  white  head  and  clasped  her  wrinkled 
hands : 

“Pity  me,  Lord!  pity  my  anguish! 

Nor,  since  Thou  art  a just  and  terrible  God, 

Forget  to  visit  Thy  wrath  upon  these  people; 

For  they  have  sworn  away  the  life  of  Thy  servant 
Who  hath  lived  long  in  the  land,  keeping  Thy 
commandments. 

I am  old,  Lord,  and  betrayed ; 

By  neighbor  and  kin  am  I betrayed ; 

A Judas’s  kiss  hath  marked  me  for  a witch. 

Possessed  of  a devil?  Here  be  a legion  of  devils! 

Smite  them,  O God  ! Yea,  utterly  destroy  them  that 
persecute  the  innocent!” 

Before  this  mother  in  Israel  the  judges  cowered  ; 

But  still  they  suffered  her  to  die. 

Through  the  tragic,  guilty  walls  I hear  the  sighs 
Of  desolate  women  and  penitent,  remorseful  men. 


Sing  of  happier  themes,  O many-voiced  epic — 

Sing  how  the  ages,  like  thrifty  husbandmen,  winnow  the 
creeds  of  men, 

And  leave  only  faith  and  love  and  truth. 

Sing  of  the  Puritan’s  nobler  nature, 

Fathomless  as  the  forests  he  felled, 

Irresistible  as  the  winds  that  blow. 

His  trenchant  conviction  was  but  the  somber  bulwark 
Which  guarded  his  pure  ideal. 


0 eloquent,  sane  walls,  instinct  with  a new  faith, 

Ye  are  barbarous,  incongruous,  but  great  with  the 

greatness  of  reality. 

Walls  wrought  in  unfaltering  effort, 

Sing  of  our  prosperity,  the  joyous  harvest 
Of  the  labor  of  lusty  toilers. 

Down  through  the  years  comes  the  ring  of  their 
victorious  axes: 

Ye  are  Titans  of  the  forest,  but  we  are  stronger; 

Ye  are  strong  with  the  strength  of  mighty  winds, 

But  we  are  strong  with  the  unconquerable  strength  of 
souls.” 

Still  the  young  race,  unassailable, -inviolate, 

Shakes  the  solitudes  with  the  strokes  of  creation; 

Doubly  strong  we  renew  the  valorous  days, 

And  like  a measureless  sea  we  overflow 
The  fresh  green,  benevolent  West, 

The  buoyant,  fruitful  West  that  dares  and  sings. 

Pure,  dew-dripping  walls  that  guard 
The  quiet,  lovable,  fertile  fields, 

Sing  praises  to  Him  who  from  the  mossy  rocks 
Can  bid  the  fountains  leap  in  thirsty  lands. 

1 walk  beside  the  stones  through  the  young  grain  ; 
Through  waves  of  wheat  that  billow  about  my  knees; 
The  wall  contests  the  onward  inarch  of  the  wheat; 

But  the  wheat  is  charged  with  the  life  of  the  world; 

Its  force  is  irresistible;  onward  it  sweeps, 

An  engulfing  tide,  over  all  the  land 
Till  hill  and  valley,  field  and  plain, 

Are  flooded  with  its  green  felicity. 

Out  of  the  moist  earth  it  has  sprung; 

In  the  gracious  amplitudes  of  her  bosom  it  was  nurtured, 
And  in  it  was  wrought  the  miracle  of  life. 
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Sing,  proplietic,  mystic  walls,  of  the  dreams  of  the 
builders ! 

Sing  in  thundering  tones  that  shall  thrill  us 
To  try  our  dull  discontent,  our  barren  wisdom, 

Against  their  propagating,  unquenchable,  questionless 
visions. 

Sing  in  renerving  refrain  of  the  resolute  men, 

Each  a Lincoln  in  his  smoldering  patience, 

Each  a Luther  in  his  fearless  faith, 

Who  made  a breach  in  the  wall  of  darkness 
And  let  the  hosts  of  liberty  march  through. 

Calm,  eternal  walls,  tranquil,  mature, 

Which  old  voices,  old  songs,  old  kisses  cover, 

As  mosses  and  lichens  cover  your  ancient  stones, 

Teach  me  the  secret  of  your  serene  repose ; 

Tell  of  the  greater  things  to  be, 

When  love  and  wisdom  are  the  only  creed, 

And  law  and  right  are  one. 

Sing  that  the  Lord  cometh,  the  Lord  cometh, 

The  fountain-head  and  spring  of  life ; 

Sing,  steady,  exultant  walls,  in  strains  hallowed  and 
touched  with  fire — 

Sing  that  the  Lord  will  build  us  all  together, 

As  living  stones  build  us,  cemented  together. 

May  He  who  knoweth  every  pleasant  thing 
That  our  sires  forewent  to  teach  the  peoples  law  and 
truth, 

Who  counted  every  stone  blessed  by  their  consecrated 
hands, 

Grant  that  we  remain  liberty-loving,  substantial, 
elemental, 

And  that  faith,  the  rock  not  fashioned  of  human  hands, 
Be  the  stability  of  our  triumphant,  toiling  days! 


Why  Men  Need  Woman  Suffrage 

By  Helen  Keller. 

(From  the  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind.) 


Many  declare  that  the  woman  peril  is  at  our  door. 
1 have  no  doubt  that  it  is.  Indeed,  I suspect  that  it 
has  already  entered  most  households.  Certainly  a 
great  number  of  men  are  facing  it  across  the  break- 
fast table.  And  no  matter  how  deaf  they  pretend  to 
be,  they  cannot  help  hearing  it  talk.  Women  insist  on 
their  “divine  rights,”  “immutable  rights,”  “inalienable 
rights.”  These  phrases  are  not  so  sensible  as  one 
might  wish.  When  one  comes  to  think  of  it,  there  are 
no  such  things  as  divine,  immutable  or  inalienable 
rights.  Rights  are  things  we  get  when  we  are  strong 


race  is  one  of  the  first  to  suffer  investigation. 

The  dullest  can  see  that  a good  many  things  are 
wrong  with  the  world.  It  is  old-fashioned,  running 
into  ruts.  We  lack  intelligent  direction  and  control. 
We  are  not  getting  the  most  out  of  our  opportunities 
and  advantages.  We  must  make  over  the  scheme  of 
life,  and  new  tools  are  needed  for  the  work.  Per- 
haps one  of  the  chief  reasons  for  the  present  chaotic 
condition  of  things  is  that  the  world  has  been  trying 
to  get  along  with  only  half  of  itself.  We  see  every- 
where running  to  waste  woman-force  that  should  be 
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11  June  > — For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
become  a great  factor  in  the  selection  of  ,\ 
and  the  creation  of  a party's  platform  They 
in  < hicapo  in  these  convention  discussion*. 
- ago  their  appearance  would  have  caused  tin 
their  influence  is  affecting  every  deal"  that 
making.  • >rc atest  of  all.  thev  have  in.st  formed 
the  birth  of  which  I saw  as  it  started  winging 


M • "t.ir  - partv. 

’* * • .1  • d*‘.\\ n the  ages 

What  does  all  this  mean5 

What  message  does  this  hold  for  the  women  of  America — of 
the  world  ? 

’ - party  moans  more  than  'ores  for  women  ft  is 

1 ' 1 Mr  '*  lidaritv  ft  stands  for  the  best  national  effort' 

*"  ■ rn  ft  embodies  the  aspirations  ol  million*  of  in- 

■ .L'r'  ’ "-..men  who  think  and  have  enlightened  opinions, 

u-r;  c.f jr  struggle  fnr  independence. 

■'  ^-inds  for  Woman  l-IRSl  It  means 

our  ideal- — the  ideal  of  *ex  equality  and 
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»f  R4wn  Mrr  Slffhi  Blind  Mar  rr| 

saj1*  She  Woulil  Kind  M ntc 

Miss  Helen  Keller  blind  ;i n <1  d*vt  f 
womar  and  writer.  know  , 
-•vnrtly  whai  she  wnuid  «|n  if  sh» 
•«u'.d  see.  Thinking  of  ho-  as  a 
graduate  of  two  oIIcrc.*.  a rritfr 
.nd  a Im-pr  of  an.  on»*  could  ror 
reive  of  her  if  suddenly  egged 
with  virion.  revolutionizing  .-duca- 
tion.  painting  pictures  or  vnim; 
non  afar  Rut  she  aspire*  *o  ren'  of 
rhe..e  thincr 

”T  would  s«-i  married’  ' she  .»r 
nounced  promptly.  and  her  rep'v  was 
almost  .-j  girlish  circle 

Rhe  explained  she  thought  •■»  we 
man  wa*  happ.esr  if  mirrle  i m a 
homo  of  her  nwn.  with  a husband  t*» 
lovr  hf’ 

Which  substantiates  Mini  K'll'r  « 
Mm  Jinw’rfioTi  that  *h*  is  •«  ir'i* 
daughter  of  F.vr  Ph.  .ii1inin'<1  » '< ~ 
kmr-hip  whi’e  s ho  wu  prreninc  her 
r:*»lf  In  a n®w  pown  before  a rirrV  of 
admiring  companio-  wh  '•  h-r 
**acher.  Mrs  Anno  Sullivan 
looked  *>n 

Her  first  werdi  pro  »wi  she  u .» 
feminine  as  she  'cok'd  Tn<-'  *ve-« 
noi  about  abstract  pht!o«.oph'  of 

which  sh*  Is  a student  no.  even 
about  economic  questions  of  the  day 
m which  rti»  Is  Interest'd  "The 
were  about  the  mos-  natural  sub- 
ject in  the  world  »n  he  disco  seed 
between  two  women  — the  new  dro* 
nounced  she  was  christening  u.  the 
-,t  had  Just  arrived  from  New  York 
She  pivoted  gracefully  fh.n  her  com- 
panlons  might  ret  a full  view  of  *»s 

beauty. 

Though  every  w»rd  .'.h*  iP’err  is  a 
miracle,  though  ih  k*enn**s  of  her 
intellect  and  the  breadth  of  her 
knowledge  are  in  themselves  aston- 
ishing. and  the  rapidity  with  which 
speech  can  be  communicated  to  her 
through  her  sense  of  touch  is  no  less 
44  marvel,  yet  her  feminine  person 
•<l|ty.  with  'he  normal  ingredients  of 
coquetry  and  vanity,  is  more  rta r- 
ling  than  ail  these  other  accom- 
plishments. She  is  not  a shrinking, 
colorless,  mild  creature,  lying  In  a 
soundless  world  of  darkness  as  she 
does  She  is  vivid,  sparkling  .gay. 
mischievous 

Dancing  is  one  of  her  pet  diver- 
Picne.  and  she  knows  all  the  latest 
fox  trot  Mfep»<  She  also  enjoys 

>wimmtng  und  hiking 

Her  voire  is  somewhat  startling. 
*>■  • »ijyo  it  lurks  much  of  the  modu- 
lation and  inflections  which  the 

• o|. . of  a person  possessing  the 

w"!  of  hi-nnng  .inquire*  through 

rm'ation  |t  is  rather  guttuml.  but 
ne\-i  rtheleas  distinct.  Sp«  a king  IS 
I *;  poipp-'  .!•  rutuplUahlM-  lit  evi  l, 
■hr.tiirh  -he  ha  never  heard  lh« 

• !•  «t  ■*  h«-r  own  voter 

-M;  Keller'-  eyes  'ouk  perfect  'v 

• II  a fid  Sl.'  turns  them  from  side 

to  d'  ''or  il  f i.  hiou 


-\li  lid.-,,  K.-ll.-,  I. 

t iilif'-niui  under  the  , . 

plu-tim  circuit  lla 

Miia-y.  ns  renui-l  1 . 

Mi  - K.-ll.  i i in  h, . 
f-.i.-  nutli.ua - with  tl  littla 

t .ia-  world  was  o|>ciu-d  to  a alula)  r 
tl  -.11  ..•alla.i  . I.iiiia  a l-\o-|ll  till  oils'll  tan 


• -I  anal  la.  link  ill  lie.-a-n  tltl»»  - 

1 • Oiil-l  I..V  sooiial.  I o tala- 

y*  ii  -to  ><•>.  io  *k  ' • iiti|i|>y  .'  -.te  an- yet i 
• him.  hi  mum  inter.  -i mir  oiny- 

i • oo  atm  i a. n in  .me  wild  iijV.  Sonic 
•i  I.5.-  - . < I » . i .ia*t  al  girls  of  this  -a-honl  Went 
'•»  • 'akliiinl  <l|'|iiu-um  one  uflernooii 

• » iii\  Mat  ion  and  nia  I've  leal  at  her  |iiea>- 

n - aid  Ik  i wonda-rfiil  ileNterity  lit 
■ pi'l in-i*  anal  lip  ra-tuliii)f, 

pr  dOi>.  V CV_^ 

JM  o y-e  rrvb^^~  ' '5-  1°!  3c  U 

“If  / Could  See, 
l Would  Marry 
First  of  All.” 
-Helen  Keller 

Aliss  Helen  Keller,  blind  nnd  rie.-.f 
■ -olleare  woman  and  writer,  knows 
overfly  whet  -lie  would  do  :f  sb« 
could  nfc  TlniikifiK  of  In  r ms  h 
graduate  of  two  college*,  .a  writer 
and  a lover  of  art.  one  could  coil 
«i\f  of  her.  if  suddenl;  hl'ssral 
with  vision,  revolutionizins  e.iu.v.- 
tion.  pa  minis  pictures  or  writlnc  f>- 
nata-».  But  she  aspire*  »c*  none  of 
these  things 

When  -he  wras  asked  this  question 
during  an  Interview  given  th-  Min- 
neapolis .toiirnaal  she  promptly  .c 
wrrr.il  1 wanihl  g-  t murried."  and 
, he  little  tr. tic li  Hi  ii  accompanied  her 
reply  n.n  almost  .»  girli-h  giggle. 

Sin-  e> Plained  fli*  UioucM  - 
wcii.au  r.*--  !eijq-.e*i  if  in.ani-al.  o» 

.1  lioina-  of  l,«-r  own.  with  .1  'iqstsUial 
l..  |ov»-  lmr.  wl.n-h  siitistantiut-  * V»*« 

Kalla-i  • own  a - rlii.il  toal  she  IS  • 
true  daugl  i-r  <d  Kv«.  t»h«  adiiiit- 
l.d  tin*  kinship  while  she  wan  pm-  • 

IKK  l.ersadf  III  .1  new  gown  hefof " a 
» ir.-|e  .-f  admiring  cmnptmlnM 

ller  flp-l  Wools  pr--vav|  si  ••  ws-  • 
femlir-iie  as  she  looked  The*  - 

pul  klmui  * l .act  phll-**o|-  .% 

»» Hlcli  • i i ud<  i 

wtailll  r- .-'1101111--  . i.  •!l»ll«  -»f  the  •!  . ■ 

III  W'liK'li  .1*  I-  |nl-l»-le*l  lb.' 
were  al-o.  • the  in  -t  i.  dural  ••d,.’r«  ■ 
in  1.0  w-ll.l  I..  l»e  al|wU«ve.l  '• 
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MRS.  MACY 
HAS  LEFT 

HERPUPIL 

Helen  Keller  Makes 
Statement  About 
Separation 
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October  22c,  1897. 


This  morning  I spent  two  hours  or  less  in  showing  Helen  the  key-beard 
oT  her  new  type-writefc  that  she  is  to  use  in  her  Greek  work.  I first  ■iiAyir*»3 
her  the  position  of  the.  lower  -c  use  iceys.  These  she  went  over  twice.  Th*  a [ 
we  too.  up  the  upper-case  keys.  Those  we  went  over  twice.  Then  we  ten**,  fc.p 
the  “figures,"  going  over  their,  also  twice.  Then  Helen  askea  n.e  if  she  kb 
write  a sentence.  I as&aa  her  to  give  me  the  Srce*  for  Small  house  upr.  smal 
houses , She  wrote  the  f jur  words  just  above  these  lines,  having  prev  y 

practiced  by  trying  the  three  v/oras  at  top  of  the  page.  I gave  her  n.  Ip  < 


or  suggestion  about  the  position  of  the  keys  or  the  proper-  words. 
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7 I I I - I I 2'"  STREET 
FOREST  HILLS.  NEW  YORK 


Kovaxnber  <24,  1936 


Dear  Mrs.  Powers: 


The  birds  are  gone.  The  life  that  throbbed  through 
tree,  bush  and  grass  is  stilled.  The  ground  is  frozen  so  that  it 
hurts  our  feet  to  tread  on  it.  Yet  we  thank  God  for  the  seed-time 
and  the  harvest  that  have  vanished,  for  the  rough,  steep  ways  that 
again  lead  to  beauty  and  fertility. 

Even  so  it  is  winter  in  ray  life  since  the  guaruiar 
angel  of  fifty  years  no  longer  wall's  by  my  side  on  earth.  Yet 
I thank  God  for  the  wonuroue  gift  He  has  withdrawn  a little 
while,  and  for  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  that  shall  be  my 
tribute  to  Anne  Dull i van  Llacy. 


Oat  of  the  darkness  in  which  she  died  and  1 still 
am  living  I thank  you,  0 friend,  for  the  joy  of  lending  a help- 
ing hand  to  those  whose  eyes  seek  light  in  vain.  1 thank  you 
for  gifts  of  faith  and  support  that  have  renewed  their  courage, 
transmuted  their  shipwrecked  lives  and  sweetened  their  hearts 
with  the  sense  of  accomplishment,  btrengthened  by  your  good- 
will we  sliall  press  on  to  new  goals,  and  obstacles  that  once 
were  our  despair  shall  be  sign-posts  pointing  to  a life  richer 
than  any  we  have  dared  to  dream.  May  God’s  blessing  rest  upon 
you  for  your  generosity  to  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
whose  activities  comfort  the  sightless  with  the  rod  of  counsel 
and  the  staff  of  self-help. 


I am 


Blessing  you  for  your  loyalty  to  us  in  past  years, 


Gratefully  yours. 


eUa  full  t 


lira . Fred  Perry  Powers 
Alden  Park,  The  Manor 
Germantown 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
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NOTES  ON  THE  SOUTH  TUSCUMBIA 
HELEN  KELLER,  CAPTAIN  KELLER,  MRS.  KELLER 
STATEMENTS  OF  TEACHER  (ANNE  SULLIVAN) 
AND  OTHERS 


BY 

NELLA  BRADDY  HENNEY 
FOR  HER  BOOK  ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY 
1936 
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S December  14,133?. 


Ur.  xLdwain  C.hill, 

Columbia  Broadcasting  System, 
Sew  York  City. 


Dear  Mr.  Hillt- 

Onee  again  I write  to  thank  you  for  one  of  your  recent 
broaceasts  which  helped  the  cause  of  the  handicapped,  i.e.,  your 
sympathetic  reference  to  ay  almost  lifelong  friend,  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy. 


The  last  time  I wrote  I referrec  to  my  blind  father.  Sir 
Francis  Campbell  anc.  your  amazing  description  of  the  Tower  of  Lonc.on. 

Unfortunately  I was  speaking  in  behalf  of  the  blind  the 
evening  you  told  about  Mrs.  iaacy  but  friends  of  mine  who  heard  you 
were  thrilled.  They  felt  it  was  one  of  your  best  efforts.  As  I liave 
told  you  before,  my  blind  friends  — as  well  as  those  who  see  — con- 
sider your  word  pictures,  which  come  over  the  air,  among  the  finest 
that  are  broadcast. 

Of  course,  many  of  them  do  not  realize  that  a measurable 
part  of  your  remarkable  success  is  because  you  are  one  of  those  rare 
individuals  who  is  able  to  "talk  as  you  write"  as  well  as  "write  as 
you  talk".  That  is  why  so  few  can  read  — which  includes  most  broad- 
casters — their  addresses  as  if  they  were  speaking  spontaneously. 

A few  cays  ago  I wrote  to  Della  B.Bennfr  and  Mrs.  lacy 
congratulating  them  upon  their  great  achievement  in  passing  on  to  us 
such  an  inspiring  and  worthwhile  record.  In  Mrs.  henhV's  reply,  this 
morning,  she  says,  "You  know,  I suppose,  that  Teacher  is  losing  the  last 
grim  light  with  blindness. " To  tell  the  truth,  I have  feared  the  worst 
for  l/irs.  lacy  for  a long  time:  indeed,  I was  shocked  the  last  time  I met 
her,  to  see  how  her  sight  had  failed. 

My  real  reason  for  writing  this  letter  is  to  ask,  if  you  have 
not  already  been  asked,  to  send  to  Mrs.  Macy  a copy  of  what  you  said  over 
the  air  about  her  and  the  book.  Nothing  will  give  her  greater  joy.  All 
her  life  Teacher,  a*  Nella  Braciuy  so  well  shows,  has  kept  herself  in  the 
background. 


I sun  not  cure  of  the  trio's  (Teacher,  Helen  and  Polly)  most 
recent  Scotch  address  and  have,  therefore,  asked  my  friend,  Mr.  Robert 
B. Irwin,  the  director  for  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  to  phone 
the  address  to  your  office.  I have  already  told  Mrs.  ^ac y that  I am  asking 
you  to  (’orward  her  a copy  of  your  beautiful  tribute.  Those  who  have  worked 
with  the  blind  ana  spent  most  of  their  lives  trying  to  break  down  the  pre- 
(jucice  of  the  seeing  -oowarn  employing  the  blind,  appreciate,  more  than  a 
letter  can  express,  your  fine  attitude  toward  the  handicapped. 

Hoping  that  your  Christmas  may  be  happy  and  that  the  Hew  fear 
■.Till  bring  ever  increasing  success  to  you,  I an 


Yours  sincerely, 


Copy  fdr  Miss  Polly  Thomson 


March  8,  1939 


My  dear  Alexander  Woollcott, 

May  I add  a foot  note  to  your  Atlantic  Monthly  article 
on  Annie  Sullivan  in  print  so  fine  that  only  your 
clear-seeing  eyes  can  read  it? 

At  one  of  those  final  examinations,  at  least,  Helen 
was  not  left  alone  in  the  room  with  her  typewriter 
and  the  questions  which  had  been  prepared  in  Braille 
--  for  I was  there,  in  Mrs.  Agassiz's  room,  as  we 
called  it,  acting  as  proctor!  I have  wondered  many 
times  since  if  she  knew  that  I was  there  — she  was 
so  absorbed  in  reading  and  ansv^ering  the  questions 
and  I was  motionless  and  breathless  for  the  swift 
three  hours,  as  I watched  her.  Once  when  she  read 
a question  she  clapped  her  hands  to  express  the  joy 
she  felt  in  preparing  to  answer  it.  I remember  so 
vividly  the  passion  of  longing  to  give  her  my  eyes 
and  my  ears  --  to  do  something  to  help  her  — I 
even  remember  praying  that  she  would  pass  the  exam- 
ination! You  see  I was  not  a regular  "proctor"  — 

Miss  Coes  had  asked  me  to  help  out  for  I had 
graduated  from  Racliffe  and  was  living  on  in 
Cambridge,  doing  nothing!  --  and  she  was  short- 
handed! 

You  know  so  well  that  there  is  always  a sqquel  to 
a story  like  that  where  the  emotion  is  so  intense, 
and  I do  not  believe  that  I coraid  tell  this  sequel 
to  anybody  in  the  world  but  you  and  expect  to  have 
it  believed  — but  just  the  same,  it  is  true.  I 
married,  and  my  Mother  wrote  that  I "had  my  magna 
cum  in  college  and  nw  summa  cum  in  love",  and  she 
was  right.  And  our  older  son,  when  he  had 
graduated  from  Harvard,  went  in  to  the  Old  Colony 
Trust  to  be  a banker,  and  after  five  years  of  it, 
came  home  to  me  one  day  and  said,  "I  have  resigned 
from  the  Bank.  There  is  nothing  but  money  in  a 
Bank,  and  I would  never  get  any  of  that  anyway. 

I have  decided  to  do  what  I like.  I am  going  in  to 
work  for  the  blind."  And  now  for  six  years  he  has 
been  doing  placement  work  for  the  State  Division 
of  the  Blind. 


I am  not  sure  that  I ever  told  him  that  I proctored 
Helen  Keller  through  one  of  her  e aminations  after 
her  Freshman  year  in  Rad&liff e--but  I knew  that 
with  your  clear-seeing  eyes  you  will  grant  the 
connection. 


Ever  g 
EDITH 


ratefully  yours, 
ENDICOTT  STEBBINS 


Mrs.  Roderick  Stebblns 
43  Canton  Ave. , Milton,  Mass. 


ARTHUR  MEYEHHOFF  & CO?'? ANY 


CHICAGO  11 

lao  n.  r n Ave., 
August 


Dr.  Robert  B.  Irwin 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc., 

15  West  l6ih  Street 
New  York  11,  New  York 

Dear  Dr.  Irwini 

Enclosed  herewith  you  will  find  two  copies  of  a radio  script  dramatizing 
the  life  of  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  and  her  work  with  Helen  Keller,  scheduled 
to  be  broadcast  on  the  FREEDOM  OF  OPPORTUNITY  program  sponsored  by  the 
Mutual  Benefit  Health  and  Accident  Association  of  Omaha  over  the  Mutual 
Network  coast-to-coast  on  Friday,  September  1st,  19M+* 

We  thought  perhaps  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  has  the  power 
of  Attorney  to  release  this  script  for  the  estate  of  Anne  Sullivan  Macy, 

If  the  Foundation  does  not  have  this  power,  no  doubt  you  will  be  able  to 
advise  us  whom  we  may  contact  regarding  same.  Will  you  kindly  wire  us, 
at  our  expense,  your  approval  of  this  script  if  the  Foundation  may  release 
it,  or  kindly  forward  the  script  to  the  person  who  will  release  and  wire 
us  the  name  and  address  of  same.  Attached  to  one  oopy  of  the  soript  is  a 
formal  release  form  which  is  to  be  signed  and  returned  to  us  with  the  script. 
The  other  copy  may  be  retained  for  your  records. 

We  appreciate  your  cooperation  in  this  matter. 


Very  truly  yours. 


ARTHUR  METE  HI  OFF  & COMPANY 


(SIGNED)  Ruth  Stales 
(Mrs.)  Ruth  E.  Stones 


AC 

Enci  2 

AIHIAIL  SPECIAL  DELIVERY 


August  8,  I9J4J4. 
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llr6.  Ruth  E.  Stones 
Arthur  Meyerhoff  & Company 
1|JL0  N.  Miohigan  Are,, 

Chioago  11,  Illinois 

Dear  Mrs.  Stones: 

In  Dr.  Irwin’s  absence  from  the  city,  your  letter  to  him  of  August  7 en- 
closing a radio  script  about  -the  life  of  Anne  Sullivan  Maoy  and  her  7/ork 
with  Helen  Keller,  has  been  referred  to  me. 

It  probably  would  be  possible  for  the  .American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  to 
arrange  for  a release  of  this  soript  for  the  estate  of  Anne  Sullivan  Macy. 

We  feel,  however,  that  the  soript  as  it  stands  now  contains  too  many  dis- 
crepancies which  would  have  to  be  corrected  before  we  would  want  to  do 
anything  about  any  permission. 

To  begin  with,  Helen  Keller  was  19  months  old,  not  2^  years  old  when  she 
lost  her  sight  and  hearing.  Naturally,  this  makes  rather  impossible  the 
conversations  between  Helen  Keller  and  her  father  found  in  the  soript.  Anne 
Sullivan  Macy  entered  Perkins  Institution  in  1380.  Dr.  Samuel  Gridley  Howe 
died  in  I876,  Therefore,  -the  conversation  between  the  two  could  not  have 
taken  place.  Perhaps  it  might  be  alright  if  you  use  the  name  of  Dr.  Howe’s 
successor*  Miohael  Anagnos. 

From  your  soript  one  gets  the  impression  that  Anne  Sullivan  stayed  at  Perkins 
Institution  for  years  before  she  had  any  operation  on  her  eyes.  On  the  con- 
trary, her  first  operation  was  performed  in  1881  and  the  second  exactly  12 
months  later, 

I do  not  quite  understand  what  the  tenn  "FILTEH"  means  in  radio  language.  It 
should  be  definitely  understood  that  Helen  Keller  was  taught  to  express  her- 
self through  the  finger  language.  It  was  much  later  that  she  was  taught  speech. 
The  soript  seems  to  indicate  that  Anne  Sullivan  taught  her  audible  speeoh  from 
the  beginning. 

All  of  the  points  indicated  above  are  definitely  stated  in  the  book  ANNE  SULLIVAN 
MACY  by  Nella  Braddy.  The  book  is  copyright  by  Nella  Braddy  Henney.  If  it  is 
to  be  given  as  the  source  of  information,  the  mis-statements  mentioned  above 
must  be  corrected. 

Sincerely  yours, 


HLiFS 


Helga  Lends 
Librarian 
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ARTHUR  MEYEHHOFF  & COMPANY 
Chicago  - Milwaukee 


Chioago 

1+00  N.  Michigan  Ave. 

P.0, Station  11 
August  lU,  I9I4I4. 

Dr.  Robert  B.  Irwin 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc., 

15  West  l6th  Street 
New  York  11,  New  York 

Attn:  Miss  Ilelga  Lende 

Dear  Dr.  Irwin: 

In  your  absence  Miss  Lende  reviewed  the  radio  sorlpt  on  "the  life  of  Anne 
Sullivan  Maoy  and  her  work  with  Helen  Keller  scheduled  for  broadcast  September  1. 

Miss  Lende  stated  that  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  would  doubtlessly 
be  able  to  arrange  for  a release  for  the  estate  of  Anne  Sullivan  Maoy,  however, 
suggested  several  changes  before  submitting  the  script. 

In  the  revised  soript  enclosed  you  will  note  we  have  changed  Helen  Keller's  age 
from  years  old  when  she  lost  her  sight  and  hearing  to  nineteen  months.  How- 
ever, according  to  the  book  "Anne  Sullivan  Maoy"  by  Nella  Braddy  upon  which  we 
were  given  permission  to  base  our  story.  Miss  Keller  could  say  a few  words  to 
her  parfaits.  >7hen  we  use  the  term  "Filter"  in  the  soript  as  part  of  the  directions, 
this  means  the  mind  talking.  '.71th  reference  to  the  Perkins  Institution,  we  are 
getting  a release  direct  from  them,  however,  we  have  given  Dr.  Howe  a fictitious 
name. 

As  you  know,  in  dramatising  for  radio  we  have  to  take  a few  liberties  but  feel 
sure  we  have  covered  the  objections  in  the  enolosed  revised  soript.  Up  to  this 
writing  we  have  not  heard  from  Dr.  Keller  or  Miss  Polly  Thompson.  If  you  can 
speed  up  getting  approval  from  Miss  Keller,  we  will  appreciate  this  also. 

Kindly  wire,  at  our  expense,  the  release  for  the  Anne  Sullivan  Maoy  estate, 
returning  the  formal  release  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

ARTHUR  MEYEHHOFF  <fc  COMPANY 

(SIGNED)  Ruth  Stones 

(Mrs.)  Ruth  E.  Stones 

RESiAC 
Eno  :2 


August  15* 
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Mrs,  Ruth  E.  Stones 
Arthur  Meyerhoff  and  Co., 

2+10  North  Michigan  Avenue 
Chicago  11,  Illinois 

Dear  Mrs.  Stone st 

Tour  letter  to  Dr.  Irwin  enolosing  your  revised  version  of  the  radio 
script  on  Helen  Keller  and  Mrs.  Macy  has  again  been  referred  to  me 
for  answer. 

May  I first  point  out  that  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  is 
not  a representative  of  the  estate  of  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  and  any  re- 
leases we  might  be  able  to  arrange  would  only  be  made  in  conformity 
with  the  wishes  of  Dr.  Keller  and  Miss  Polly  Thomson. 

As  I understand  it.  Dr.  Keller  has  already  notified  you  that  she  feels 
that  rather  extensive  revisions  must  be  made  in  this  script  before  it 
can  be  used.  There  is  nothing  more  to  be  added  so  far  as  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  is  concerned. 

We  understand,  of  course,  that  in  dramatising  for  radio  liberties  can 
and  are  taken.  Since  your  soript  is  allegedly  based  on  Mrs,  Nella  Braddy 
Kenney* s book,  it  seams  that  here  the  fiotional  olement  has  been  somewhat 
overdone.  It  would  therefore  seem  wise  to  postphone  the  date  for  this 
program  until  a more  thorough  revision  can  be  done  which  would  meet  the 
approval  of  Dr.  Keller  as  well  as  Mrs.  Henney, 

Sincerely  yours. 


Helga  Lende 
Librarian 


HLths 

(Transcribed  by  a blind  typist.) 


August  15,  19l4li 
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Mrs.  Ruth  E.  Stones 
Arthur  Meyerhoff  & Company 
I4IO  N.  Miohigan  Avenue 
Chicago  11,  Illinois 

Dear  Mrs.  Stone s« 

Since  Mr.  F.  Fraser  Bond  is  away  on  vacation  your  letter 
to  him  of  August  lkth  has  been  given  to  me  for  answer. 

This  morning  I returned  to  you  the  two  copies  of  the 
radio  soript  on  the  life  of  Anne  Sullivan  Many,  telling 
you  that  the  final  decision  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Dr. 
Helen  Keller  and  her  secretary  Miss  Polly  Thomson. 

If  it  should  be  decided  that  you  are  to  go  ahead  with  the 
soript  I should  like  to  point  out  that  Captain  Keller’s 
first  name  was  Arthur,  not  James  as  given  in  the  script. 


Sincerely  yours. 


HLiFS 


Helga  Lende 
Librarian 


I 


HODDER  & STOUGHTON 
LIMITED  1ST.  PAUL'S  HOUSE 
WARWICK  SQUARE  , LONDON.  E.C. 4 


\ 


DiRLGTpRS 

ft.  PERCY  HODDeV}- WILLIAMS  (Cf  AIRMAN  ) 
RALPH  HOODEP- .VILLIAMJ 
PAUL  HODDER  WILLIAMS?.  JOHN  ATT:  N BOROUGH 


TELEPHONE  : DITV  7775  {-A  LINES) 

TELEGRAMS  : EXPOSITOR  CENT  LONDON 


29th  January  1947 


Miss  Polly  Thoms oh. 

The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc., 
15  West  1.6th  Street, 

New  York:,  11. 


Dear  iviiss  Thomson, 

I think  the  preface  you  enclosed 
with  your  letter  of  the  13th  is  admirable 
and  we  are  delighted  to  have  it.  I am 
most  grateful  to  you  for  your  admirable 
selection  of  a writer  and  for  your  promptness. 


With  all  good  wishes 


Yours  sincerely 


V 


kS  / 


Burning  & rebuilding  of  Arcan  Ridge 


FT  Feb.  3,  1947 

"I  will  never  forgive  fate  or  whatever  you  want  to  call  it 
for  this  crushing  blow.  Not  an  hour  of  the  day  do  I forget 
what  has  happened.  It's  made  an  old  bitter  woman  of  me, 

Nella,  but  the  world  will  never  know  it." 

Sept.  27,  1947 

"I  am  returning  some  of  the  furniture--I  can  wait  years  if 
need  be  to  get  what  we  want.  The  barnlike  effect  does  not  bother 
me  in  the  least... Rugs  still  not  down  in  living , khedj  dining  room 
or  office... No  draperies  in  living-room ... .The  colourings  of 
the  furniture,  bedrooms  and  bathrooms  I will  cover  or  change 
through  time."  But  spoke  of  the  "glorious  deep  freezer  and 

washing-machine(  dish) . . . " Bendix  to  come  later--limen  to  be  sorted, 
much  work  to  be  done.  This  was  a bad  time  for  Polly — her  eyes 
were  offended  whichever  way  she  looked. 

Oct .x4l4,  1947 

"I  truly,  Nella,  am  suffering  from  a complex  about  this  place-- 
--first  of  all  it  is  too  damned  big--too  ostentatious--giv es  such 
a wrong  lmpression--I  am  unhappy  knowing  how  many  millions  are 
without  food,  clothing  or  homes  and  we  three  wee  people  have  so 
much  space  etc.  it  keeps  me  awake  at  nights.  The  interior  I will 
keep  without  f urniture--excepting  what  we  absolutely  need — for  a 
long,  long  time.  I'd  feel  better  if  I could  wear  a hairshirt . . . " 

This  was  probably  in  part  a reaction  to  what  Lenore  had  said  about  it 
The  kitchen  was  the  one  well-appointed  room  in  the  house. 


e 

Ladies' Home  Journal 
The  Curtis  Publishing  Company 
Bruce  Gould 

( Beatrice  Blackmar  Gould 

Editors 

Philadelphia  5 


FROM  THE  OFFICES  OF  THE 
EDITORIAL  WORKSHOP 
1270  SIXTH  AVE. 
ROCKEFELLER  CENTER 
NEW  TORK  Cm  20 


September  26,  1950 


Dear  Ur.  Powell: 

This  letter  confirms  our  several  telephone  conversations 
in  which  it  was  agreed  that  we  are  to  purchase  for  the  JOURNAL 
Miss  Helen  Keller's  article  THE  WORLD  THROUGH  THREE  SENSES  for 
which  we  are  to  pay  Miss  Keller  on  delivery  of  the  manuscript  which 
we  are  to  pay  Miss  Keller  on  delivery  of  the  manuscript  which  we 
submitted  to  her  through  you  last  Monday  the  sum  of  $1,500  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  set  forth  in  our  standard  form  of  purchase 
of  which  a copy  has  been  submitted  to  you  for  Miss  Keller.  In 
this  form  we  agree  to  release  to  Miss  Keller  on  request  all  rights 
except  first  and  second  North  American  serial  rights  which  would 
naturally  give  her  the  right  to  reproduce  the  article  in  whole 
or  in  part  in  book  or  booklet  form,  but  in  line  with  her  request 
I am  specifically  restating  here  our  agreement  to  this  effect. 

In  case  the  READERS'  DIGEST  should  under  its  contract 
with  us  elect  to  reprint  the  article  it  would  be  obliged  under 
that  contract  to  make  a payment  to  Miss  Keller  at  its  established 
rate  per  page. 

Please  accept  from  all  of  us  our  very  earnest  thanks 
for  your  good  offices  in  making  it  possible  for  the  JOURNAL  to 
print  this  article.  I hope  that  you  and  Miss  Keller  are  half 
as  pleased  that  it  is  to  appear  in  the  magazine  as  we  are  to  have 
it  there. 


Sincerely, 


V Hut 


I \ 


Hugh  MacNair  Kahler 
Associate  Editor 


Mr.  Leslie  Powell 
60  Morton  Street 
New  York  1U,  New  York 


HMKsfk 


Jan.  26,  1951 


From  HK's  Letters  to  Cl  re  Heineman  (reed,  by  NBH  Jan.  26, 

1951) 

July  4,  1942 

"Bless  you,  Clare  dearl  It  is  a wonderful  thing  to  be 
born  if  only  for  a friendship  like  yours  and  Mr.  Heineman' s . " 

Dec.  7,  1942 

"But , fortunately , minds  are  not  bound  by  limitations 
of  the  body,  and  you  and  Mr.  Heineman  are  always  within  my 
thinking  distance,  which  is  inner  sight."  Also  in  this 

letter  thanks  for  offering  to  look  after  Polly  in  case  HK  goes 
first. 

Apr.  28,  1943 

Re  lunch  with  Katharine  Cornell  and  Countess  Alexandra 
Tolstoy  "She  [the  Countess]  reminded  me  of  Teacher  in  her 
dynamic  vitality,  impulsive  moods  and  generous  nature.  She  has 
not  Teacher's  large  view  of  world  events,  and  I had  all  I could 
do  to  curb  my  argumentative ' tongue  when  the  Countess  spoke  of 
Russia  as  if  it  was  hopelessly  lost  to  Christianity  and  civili- 
zation." 

'^the  truth  is  the  highest  compliment  human  beings  can 
pay  each  other." 

July  19,  1943 

Comments  on  old  age  "younger  today  than  I was  at  twenty- 


five  . 


Copy  of  autographs  in  Helen  Keller  books  presented  to  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  by  Mrs.  Oscar  Heineman 
in  the  spring  of  1951 


W i | 


LET  US  HAVE  FAITH 


HELEN  KELLER  IN  SCOTLAND 


THE  STORY  OF  MI  LIFE 


OUT  OF  THE  DARK 


THE  WORLD  I LIVE  IN 


MY  KEY  OF  LIFE 


MIDSTREAM. 


MRS.  OSCAR  HEINEMAN 
2960  Lake  Shore  Drive 
Chicago,  Illinois 


.To  Clare  and  Oscar  Heineman 
I send  this  Christmas  Card 
from  my  heart. 

Affectionately, 

Helen  Keller 
December,  1940 

.To  Clare 

Fronj  her  loving  friend 
Helen  Keller 
Christmas,  1941 

.To  Claire  and  Mr.  Heineman 
Whose  friendship  is  another 
blessed  chapter  in  my  story. 
Gratefully, 

Helen  Keller 
November  8th,  1939 

.To  Claire 

Who  will  find  out  my  heresies 
in  this  book. 

Lovingly, 

Helen  Keller 
November  8th,  1939 

.To  dear  Claire  and  Mr.  Heineman 
I send  this  happy  assurance  that 
the  spirit  can  turn  dark  silence 
into  a House  of  Blessing. 

Lovingly, 

Helen  Keller 
November  8th  1939 

,To  dear  Clare 

I send  this  crede  of  my  first 
youth . 

Affectionately, 

Helen  Keller 
Christmas,  1941 

In  grateful  appreciation  of  your 
helpfulness  to  the  blind  of 
America 

Sincerely  yours, 

Helen  Keller 
December  1929 


Mr.  Harry  S.  Truman, 

President  of  the  United  States, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Dear  Mr.  President, 

You  could  not  have  conferred  a greater  favor  on  me  than  by  sending  the 
report  of  United  States  activities  connected  with  Point  Four.  I shall  read  it 
all  the  more  eagerly  because  during  my  trip  through  the  Hear  East  I was  pri- 
vileged to  see  at  the  American  Embassies  many  men  and  women  working  on  Point 
Four  with  enthusiasm  and  determination. 

It  thrilled  me  to  be  in  an  atmosphere  vibrant  with  good-will  and  endeavor 
embracing  the  world.  k-hile  I realised  the  colossal  difficulties  confronting 
those  workers,  I felt  ths.t  they  were  not  discouraged,  but  rather  stimulated  by 
an  enterprise  that  has  not  been  attempted  on  so  vent  a scale  before.  If  Point 
Four  measures  are  only  pushed  vigorously  forward,  and  the  peoples  in  backward 
areas  gain  the  power  to  help  themselveghuman  affairs  will  move  far  towards 
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Civilization  — the  ideal  society  in  which  God  shall  beltruly  worshipped. 

Also  I read  your  friendly  letter  in  response  to  the  thanks  you  received 
from  Israel  for  Point  Four.  It  must  be  a deep  gratification  to  you  to  sense  the 
soul-kindled  e fort  that  is  being  made  to  embody  your  constructive  idea  of 
adequate  nourishment  for  the  impoverished  peoples. 

With  cordial  greetings,  I am. 

Sincerely  yours. 


.'estriort.  Conn., 


'I  pteraber  sixt  enth,  1952 
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3,  el— Baroudi  street, 
Zamalek. 


Cairo,  the  22r,d  of  April  1952. 


Dear  Miss  Thompson, 

You  will  excuse  my  liberty.  I tried  to  express  my  great  admiration 
in  a little  and  awkward  sonnet,  written  in  french  ooetry.  I am  afraid 
the  translation  I give  is  very  bad  english...  Please,  tell  Miss  Kell=r 
not  to  consider  these  lines  from  the  litterary  point  of  view,  but  as  a 
modest  tribute  to  her  heroic  genius. 

I want  also  to  tell  you  my  deep  admiration;  I thought  my  mother 
some  exceptional  exemple  of  self-sacrifice:  you  went  further. 

Respectfully  yours, 

(Signed)  Moenis  Taha-Russein. 
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National  Institute  for  the 
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22k  Great  Portland  3t. 

London  W 1,  tagiand 

CONFIDENTIAL 
EricT.  Boulter,  Esq. 

American  Foundation  for 
22  West  17th  St. 

New  York  11,  New  York 

Dear  Eric: 

Further  to  my  letter  of  20th  April,  I saw  the  News  Cnronicie  and  ascertained  that  although 
they  were  offered  the  serial  rights  of  "The  Story  of  Esther  Costello",  after  consideration 
they  declined.  The  book  will,  however,  appear  in  serial  form  in  a Sunday  newspaper  which 
is  published  in  Manchester  and  which  is  known  as  The  Sunday  Chronicle.  It  has  a very  much 
more  limited  circulation  than  The  News  Chronicle  and  is  one  of  the  smaller  papers  in  the 
Kemsley  group. 

I saw  Mr.  Desmond  Flower,  a Director  of  Cassels  and  Co.  yesterday.  He  was  very  much  inclined 
to  play  the  whole  matter  down  and  to  blame  Knopf  for  having  precipitated  a storm  in  a tea-cup 
by  sending  a copy  of  the  book  to  Nells  Brad.ly  Kenney.  Cassells  stoutly  maintain  that  the  book 
cannot  conceivably  be  held  to  bear  any  relationship  whatever  to  the  life  of  Helen  Keller  and 
in  fact  Nicholas  Monsarrat  has  never  read  The  Life  of  Helen  Keller  and  was  unaware  that  such  a 
book  was  in  existence.  At  Ibnsarrat's  request,  Cassells  have  made  one  or  two  alterations  to 
the  script.  It  no  longer  refers  to  the  Kanistysj  they  have  become  the  Banisters  and  the  hus- 
band is  know  as  Captain  Sinister,  an  ex-army  officer. 

Cassells  pointed  out  that  contrary  to  popular  belief  the  Cruel  Sea  was  not  iionsarrat's  first 
novel  but  his  fifth  and  that,  including  "The  Story  of  mother  Costello"  five  of  his  six  novels 
have  been  "flights  of  imagination",  the  only  exception  being  The  Cruel  Sea,  which  was  a docu- 
mentary to  the  extent  that  it  had  some  justification  in  fact. 

The  book  will  be  published  in  London  on  the  last  Thursday  of  August,  and  all  I was  able  to  do 
was  to  secure  from  Cassells  an  undertaking  that  an  author's  note  would  preface  the  story  and 
would  be  couched  in  the  following  terms: 

"The  Story  of  Esther  Costello  is  the  story  of  a monstrous  fraud  in  philanthropy. 

It  is  wholly  fictional,  and  its  characters  portray  no  'real  life'  persons,  either 
alive  or  dead.  In  particular,  it  does  not  reflect  in  the  slightest  upon  those 
many  exemplary  individuals  and  organizations  rendering  aid  to  the  handicapped. 

If  the  book  has  any  moral  for  the  charitable,  that  moral  is:  "Give  to  those  you 
know" . " 

Moreover  Cassells  have  undertaken  to  try  and  ensure  that  Tne  Sunday  Chronicle  publishes  the 
same  note  in  connection  with  its  serialisation  of  the  story.  I an  afraid  that  this  is  per- 
haps small  consolation  to  Helen  and  to  the  Foundation  but  it  seems  to  be  the  best  that  we 
could  do  in  the  circumstances,  and  particularly  as  the  book  is  so  far  advanced  in  respect  of 
its  publication.  The  author's  note,  in  our  view,  will  be  very  helpful  because  it  will  enable 
us  to  play  the  story  down  if  we  are  asked  to  comment  on  it,  as  undoubtedly  we  shall  be.  I am 
sure  that  you  will  agree  that  the  worst  thing  we  could  possibly  do  when  the  book  appears  in 
print  is  even  to  suggest  that  it  might  have  any  connection,  however  false,  with  an  existing 
person  or  organization.  Cassells  have  also  promised  to  send  us  advance  copies  of  the  book 
well  prior  to  its  date  of  publication  and  before  it  is  even  released  to  the  literary  critics. 

I can  only  hope  in  all  the  circumstances  that  it  will  find  its  own  level,  and  from  the  summary 
I would  not  regard  it  as  ranking  very  high.  At  any  rate  you  will  be  relieved  to  know  that  it 


Overseas  Blind,  Inc. 


23  April  1953 


is  not  going  to  appear  in  serial  form  in  a national  newspaper  which  has  the  reputation  of 
appealing  in  particular  to  the  charitaoly-minded  public  and  moreover  that  being  published 
by  a reputable  firm  of  publishers,  Cassells  will,  like  Knopf,  bring  it  out  in  a dignified 
way  without  seeking  any  cheap  notoriety  for  it. 

Do  please  give  Helen  our  regards  and  assure  her  that  we  will  do  everything  possible  at  this 
end  to  minimise  the  distress  that  I feel  certain  the  publication  of  the  novel  will  undoubtedly 
cause  her. 


Tours  ever  sincerely. 


Copy  to  Gir  Ian  Fraser 


J.  C.  COLLI GAN 

SECTARY  GENERAL 


COPY 


ST.  DUNSTAN'S 
1 South  Audley  Street 
London  W1 


28th  April  1953 


Dear  Mr.  Boulter: 

I have  read  your  letter  of  l?th  April  and  the  enclosures  about  the  book  "The  Story 
of  Esther  Costello"  with  interest,  and  much  regret  it  especially  for  Dr.  Helen 
Keller. 

Although  Dr.  Helen  Keller  is  very  well  known  and  much  beloved  by  all  of  us  in  Britain 
who  have  to  do  with  the  blind  world,  she  is  naturally  not  so  well  known  and  popular 
a figure  with  the  masses  here  as  she  is  in  her  own  country.  It  is  possible,  of  course, 
that  an  occasional  book  reviewer  or  journalist  may  think  that  the  character  in  the 
book  has  been  suggested  to  the  writer  by  Dr.  Helen  Keller,  but  apart  from  this  I do 
not  think  that  readers  generally  or  the  newspaper  press  would  take  such  a personal 
view. 

There  is  the  strongest  and  deepest  tradition  here  of  freedom  in  the  realms  of 
literature,  journalism  and  art  generally  and  it  is  my  experience  that  any  attempt 
to  stop  publication,  whether  by  banning  or  action  for  libel  or  persuasion,  often 
has  the  opposite  effect  by  stimulating  publicity  where  it  would  not  otherwise  occur. 

In  these  circumstances,  it  is  my  judgment  that  we  cannot  usefully  intervene  in 
Britain,  indeed,  I would  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  intervention  would  be  damaging 
both  to  blind  societies  and  to  Dr.  Keller  personally. 

I write  this  with  great  regret  because  there  is  nothing  I would  like  to  do  more, 
on  personal  grounds  as  well  as  on  account  of  our  friendly  relationship  with  you,  than 
to  help  in  this  matter  if  I felt  I could. 

I have  taken  the  opportunity  of  submitting  your  letter  and  enclosure  and  this  reply 
to  my  friend,  Sir  Neville  Pearson,  who  is  our  President  and  who  is  himself  a lead- 
ing publisher  and  therefore has  greater  experience  in  this  field  than  I have,  and 
he  has  asked  me  to  say  that  he  concurs  in  the  view  expressed  in  this  letter.  Sir 
Neville  adds  that  he  thinks  Monsarrat's  public  appeal  may  well  be  exaggerated. 

Sincerely  yours. 


IAN  FRASER 


COPY 


NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 
22li  Great  Portland  Street 
London  Wl,  England 


29th  April  1953 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Eric  T.  Boulter,  Eso. 

American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind 
22  West  17th  Street 
New  York  11,  New  York 

My  dear  Eric: 


I ought  perhaps  to  let  you  know  that  "The  Story  of 
Esther  Costello"  has  already  made  its  appearance  in  this  country. 
The  first  installment  was  in  fact  published  in  the  Sunday  Chronicle 
last  Sunday.  Certainly  what  was  published  was  innocuous  enough  but 
this  was  only  the  early  part  of  the  book  up  to  the  arrival  of  Mrs. 
Banister  (as  she  is  now)  in  the  Irish  village  where  Esther  Costello 
is  living. 


You  will  be  hearing  from  Wilson  who  has  taken  advice 
to  the  effect  that  there  may  be  a possible  case  for  libel  and  you  will 
also  have  heard  from  Sir  Ian  Fraser  who  deprecates  any  action  in  the 
matter,  particularly  by  action  for  libel.  I think  on  balance  that 
Sir  Ian  Fraser's  view  is  the  right  one  and  that  any  action  for  libel  would 
only  spotlight  the  sort  of  publicity  that  I would  have  though  we  were  all 
anxious  to  avoid. 

Incidentally,  I was  intrigued  to  note  from  your  last  letter 
to  me  that  you  referred  to  yourself  as  a St.  Dunstaner.  I was  quite  un- 
aware of  that  fact,  or  is  it  just  a typing  error? 

With  kind  regards. 


Yours  sincerely. 


J.  C.  COLLI GAN 
Secretary  General 


COPY 


BRITISH  EXPIRE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  BLIND 
53  Victoria  Street 
London  SW  1 


29th  April  1953 


Dear  Eric: 

Eagar  and  Colligan  showed  me  the  correspondence  about  this  wretched  book  of 
Monsar  at's  and,  in  agreement  with  them,  I sought  informal  advice  from  a barrister  who 
is  a fairly  distinguished  authority  on  the  British  law  of  libel.  I gave  him  the  synop- 
sis by  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  Helen's  autobiography  and  a note  on  the  points  of  resemblance 
mentioned  in  your  letter,  and  asked  him  whether  he  thought  they  constituted  a prima  facie 
case  of  libel.  Unfortunately  noone  here  has  been  able  to  get  hold  of  Monsarrat's  book 
itself  (apart  from  the  innocuous  first  chapter  which  appeared  in  the  Sunday  Chronicle 
two  days  ago)  and  so  we  lack  the  only  evidence  on  which  a sound  opinion  can  be  based. 

The  barrister  read  the  papers  over  the  weekend  and  I have  just  had  a lengthy  talk 
with  him.  Briefly  his  opinion  is  that  if  the  book  in  its  amended  form  is  as  offensive 
as  the  synopsis  suggests  and  if  it  contains  the  points  of  similarity  you  mention,  then 
there  is  a prima  facie  case  of  libel  against  Helen  Keller.  It  is  extremely  doubtful 
whether  the  libel  extends  to  any  organization  for  the  blind  and,  anyway,  to  substan- 
tiate such  a case  it  would  probably  be  ncessary  first  to  show  that  Helen  has  been 
libelled.  The  right  time  to  take  action  would  be  after  the  book  or  offensive  parts 
of  it  have  been  published  by  the  Sunday  Chronicle  and  before  Cassells  publish  the  book 
as  in  that  way  you  might  hope  to  get  an  injunction  stopping  the  Cassells  publication 
and  it  would  be  too  late  for  the  Sunday  Chronicle  to  cash  in  on  the  publicity. 

The  Barrister's  advice  is  that  Helen  should  instruct  a good  firm  of  London  Solic- 
itors to  investigate  the  matter.  He  adds:- 


"Such  a step  would  not,  of  course,  commit  her  to  litigation,  which  after 
full  consideration  she  may  not  desire,  but  it  would  certainly  enable  her 
to  take  any  action  which  may  be  practicable  to  prevent  or  mitigate  the 
effect  of  publication  of  the  book,  either  in  its  present  or  in  some 
revised  form." 

Only  Helen  can  commission  such  an  investigation  and  the  cost  would  be  small. 

The  usual  procedure  would  be  for  Helen's  American  solicitors  to  get  in  touch  with  a 
London  firm  and  it  would  be  well  to  choose  a well  established  firm  which  has  a strong 
litigation  practise. 

I know  that  Polly  Thomson  has  already  said  that  Helen  does  not  want  to  get  involved 
with  lawyers.  I can  so  well  understand  her  reluctance  but  you  may  care  to  pass  on  to  her 
the  advice  which  I have  received  as  it  is  evident,  now  that  publication  has  begun,  that 
nothing  short  of  legal  action  is  likely  to  have  any  effect  and  that  in  view  of  the  pub- 
lishers' unwillingness  to  release  the  book  voluntarily  the  natter  cannot  be  properly 
investigated  unless  Helen  commissions  such  investigation. 

Yours  sincerely, 

J.  F.  WILSON 

P.3.  We  do  not  want  to  have  too  many  people  acting  at  this  end. 

simply  because  my  advice  was  asked  on  the  legal  Question, 
pondence  with  Polly  and  you  with  Colligan.  It  might  be  well  for 
that  Eagar  knows  what  you  are  doing. 


I have  come  into  it 
Eagar  is  in  corres- 
you  to  make  sure 
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April  30,  1933. 

American  Foundation  For  the  Blind, 

15  West  16th  Street, 

New  York  11,  N.Y. 


Dear  Sirs: 


RECEIVED 

MAY  1 1S53 

ACCT.  DEPT.1 
MAIL 


The  enclosed  recently  came  to  my  desk. 
As  editor  of  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  GLEAMS,  our  Braille 
quarterly,  I would  like  to  include  this  in  the 
next  issue. 

May  I have  permission  to  reprint  this 
beautifully  written,  exquisitely  expressed  item? 


Sincerely  yours, 

Ruth  Askenas,  Editor 
LIGHTHOUSE  GLEAMS 


RA/HF 


OUR  PURPOSE: 

To  adjust,  train  and  make  employ' 
able  blind  persons  in  a world  made 
more  friendly  to  and  understanding 
of  the  blind;  and  to  make  the  life 
of  blind  persons  fuller,  richer  and 
happier. 


DECEASE? 


THE  HEALING  TOUCH  - by  Helen  Keller 


Those  are  red-letter  days  in  our  lives  when  we  meet  people 
who  thrill  us  like  a fine  poe»,  people  wjaose  handshake  is  brimful 
of  unspoken  sympathy,  and  whose  sweet,  rich  natures  impart  to  our 
eager,  impatient  spirits  a wonderful  restfulness  which  in  its 
essence  is  divine.  The  perplexities,  irritations,  and  worries 
that  have  absorbed  us  pass  like  unpleasant  dreams,  and  we  wake  to 
see  with  new  eyes  and  hear  with  new  ears  the  beauty  and  harmony  of 
God's  real  world.  The  solemn  nothings  that  fill  our  everyday  life 
blossom  suddenly  into  bright  possibilities.  In  a word,  while  such 
friends  are  near  us  we  feel  that  all  is  well0  Perhaps  we  never  saw 
them  before,  and  they  may  never  cross  our  life's  path  againj  but 
the  influence  of  their  calm,  mellow  natures  is  a liberation  poured 
upon  our  discontent,  and  we  feel  it3  healing  toucho 

The  hands  of  those  I meet  are  dumbly  eloquent  to  me.  There  are 
those  whose  hands  have  sunbeams  in  them,  so  that  their  grasp  warms  my 
heart. 


I count  it  one  of  the  sweetest  privileges  of  my  life  to  have 
known  and  conversed  with  many  men  of  genius « Only  those  who  knew 
Bishop  Brooks  can  appreciate  the  joy  his  friendship  was  to  those  who 
possessed  it.  Once,  when  I was  puzzled  to  know  why  there  were  so 
many  religions,  he  said;  "There  is  one  universal  religion  - the 
religion  of  love.  Love  your  Heavenly  Father  with  your  whole  heart 
and  soul,  love  every  child  of  God  as  much  as  ever  you  can,  and 
remember  the  possibilities  of  good  are  greater  than  the  possibilities 
of  evil."  His  life  was  a happy  illustration  of  this  great  truth. 

In  his  noble  soul  love  and  widest  knowledge  were  blended  with  faith 
that  had  become  insight.  He  saw  God  in  all  that  liberates  and  lifts, 
in  all  that  humbles,  sweetens,  and  consoles® 
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.August  20,1953 


Mr.  brie  boulter,  Field  Director 
American  Foundation  for  Overseas  a Had,  inc. 
17  West  22nd  Street 
lew  York  11,  N.Y. 


Dear  dric: 

in  recent  letters  from  Polly  and  della,  they  both  have  expressed  keen 
interest  in  the  possibility  of  Helen*  s nomination  for  tie  Nobel  Prize. 

I knov.  of  some  of  the  requirements  but  not  ail  of  tnem  and  I would  like 
to  suggest  that  you  talk  to  CURE'S  Dick  Reuter,  if  he  does  not  have  the 
details,  I'm  sure  that  JosMa  P.  Marvel  of  CARS  can  supply  them. 

Should  it  03  necessary  that  you  organize  a stateside  committee  including 
van  v-yck  brooks  ana  others,  1 believe  that  our  executive  Director,  Paul 
Cotnly  French,  would  be  interested  in  serving  and  I know,  he  would  be 
most  helpful. 

When  it  comes  to  seconding?,  l would  be  glad  to  work  with  Latin  Americans 
to  secure  some  of  the  same,  and  i'm  sure  that  we  couia  initiate  the  action 
in  brazil  or  Chile,  if  that  was  felt  desirable. 

e snail  have  about  four  months  to  pull  these  pieces  together  and  tiave 
the  various  papers  in  the  uands  of  the  committee  in  Stockholm  by  February, 
i snail  do  everything  1 can  here  but  feel  that  the  strategy  should  be 
developed  in  the  states. 


Sincerely  yours. 


i'telson  B»  Neff 
Chief  of  C'RiS  missions 
Latin  America 


cc:Foixy  I'homson 
della  Penney 


Av.  Atahualpa  23D 
i lira  f lores,  Lima,  Para 


September  11,1953 


iir.  trie  boulter,  field  director 
American  Foundation  for  overseas  Blind,  Inc. 
17  West  22na  street 
Lew  i'ork  11,  N.Y. 


Dear  tries 

First,  please  find  enclosed  the  journal  of  Miss  Keller’s  visits  and 
activities  in  Latin  America.  I have  forwarded  s copy  directly  to  her 
at  Arcan  Ridge. 

Regarding  the  Nobel  Prize,  limited  information  that  I have  indicates 
that  prizes  ere  wwvrieed  in  the  fields  of  Physics,  Chemistry,  Medicine, 
Literature  and  Peace.  The  only  A.merican  Peace  Prize  winner  of  previ- 
ous years  who  falls  in  Helen's  group  was  Jane  Addams,  other  C.S.  winners 
include  Teddy  Roosevelt,  Woodrow  Wilson,  Cordell  Hull,  etc.  The  com- 
mittee for  the  Peace  Prize  selection  consists  of  c group  chosen  by  the 
Norwegian  Parliament.  Hence,  Peace  Prize  nominations  should  be  sent 
to  Oslo  instead  of  Stockholm  as  1 indicated  earlier,  in  Chile,  Arturo 
Edwards  has  asked  a cousin,  Augustin  Edwards,  to  heed  up  a nomination 
committee  in  that  country  and  has  urged  speedy  action  on  our  part  as 
Colombia  is  groominr  a candidate  and  is  seeking  Latin  American  support. 

As  early  as  you  can,  let  me  have  complete  information  on  requirements 
so  that  we  can  get  the  ball  rolling  in  these  parts,  'undoubtedly  the 
Norwegian  or  the  Swedish  Consul  Geneaal  or  their  Embassies  in  Washington 
can  supply  complete  details. 

with  every  good  wish,  i remain 


sincerely  yours. 


Nelson  3.  Neff 


American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

15  West  1 6t h Street,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 


Clifton  Fadiman 
Chairman  of  Radio  PunJ 


October  23,  1953 


Dear  Mr.  Fterker  s 

Have  you  ever  stopped,  to  think  what  a radio  means  in  the  life  of 
a blind  person? 

It  takes  both  eyes  and  ears  to  follow  television  but  a blind  per- 
son can  derive  full  enjoyment  from  radio  through  the  faculty  of 
hearing  alone.  A radio  to  him  is  as  necessary  as  food,  clothing, 
and  lodging.  Even  books  are  no  substitute. 

Above  all,  a radio  serves  as  a blind  man's  daily  newspaper;  he 
has  no  other.  And  for  some,  who  are  both  blind  and  crippled,  it 
may  be  the  only  contact  with  the  outside  world. 

A blind  person  treasures  good  conversation  just  as  much  as  his 
seeing  companions — but  it  takes  two  to  have  it.  By  listening  to 
a wide  variety  of  radio  programs,  a blind  person  may  be  enabled 
to  contribute  his  share  in  stimulating  discussion — and  small  talk, 
too . 

Ye3,  the  pleasure  a radio  brings  to  a blind  person  is  almost  endless 
--a  concert  he  probably  could  not  afford  to  attend  or  a baseball 
game  he  can  follow  play  by  play,  which  he  could  not  see  if  he  were 
on  the  spot.  Famous  people,  whose  photographs  are  familiar  to  the 
seeing  in  the  press  and  magazines,  even  come  alive  to  blind  people 
through  radio  interviews  and  the  like. 

The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  is  convinced  that  every 
blind  person,  who  cannot  afford  to  buy  a radio,  should  be  provided 
with  one  as  a gift.  Generous  friends  of  the  blind  have  enabled  us 
to  distribute  11,506  gift  radios  to  date  but  many  more  hundreds  of 
sightless  people  still  are  waiting  for  sets. 

The  cost  of  a small  table  radio  is  $15.  I do  hope  you  will  be 
able  to  send  a gift  to  provide  one  or  more  radios — but  whatever 
you  give  will  be  gratefully  received  both  by  me  and  by  our  blind 
people . 

Sincerely  yours, 


Chairman  of  Radio  Fund 

P.S.  If  you  have  already  sent  youx-  gift  to  the  Foundation  this  year, 
will  you  please  accept  our  renewed  thanks  and  pass  this  letter  along 
to  a friend  who  may  wish  to  further  this  distribution. 


M.  C.  MIGEL 

Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


GEORCE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc , 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.Y. 


M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 
November  2,  1953 


HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and 
International  Relations 


As  you  are  a good  friend  to  blind  people,  we  think  the  following  letter  will 
interest  you  deeply. 

It  comes  from  a young  mother  in  Georgia  who  is  determined  to  face  realistically 
a most  trying  situation.  Here's  what  she  says: 

"I  am  writing  for  information  about  the  training  of  my  8-months- 
old  son  who  is  blind. 

"He  weighed  but  3 pounds  4 ounces  at  birth.  We  discovered  when  he 
was  4 months  old  that  something  was  wrong  with  his  eyes.  The 
dootors  oall  it  retrolental  fibroplasia.  They  say  it's  like  a 
membrane  behind  the  lens. 

"We  constantly  pray  that  something  may  be  discovered  to  correct 
this  condition.  We'd  give  anything  for  our  baby  to  see.  But, 
until  then,  we  want  to  do  our  best  to  help  him  to  be  as  normal 
a boy  as  possible.  How  do  we  begin?  We'll  do  anything. " 

This  mother  is  not  alone  with  her  problem.  From  1938  on,  when  retrolental  fi- 
broplasia first  began  to  attaok  the  eyes  of  some  infants,  letters  like  hers  have 
come  into  AFB  headquarters  by  the  thousand.  And  they'll  oontinue  to  come  until 
medical  research  unravels  the  mystery  of  this  eye  condition. 

Fortunately,  with  your  support,  the  Foundation  is  able  to  extend  nation-wide 
service  to  all  who  are  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  our  growing  number  of 
blind  babies.  We  give  consultation  to  agencies  whioh  deal  direotly  with  parents 
of  blind  children;  we  participate  in  training  institutes  for  professional  per- 
sonnel and  parents;  we  publish  and  distribute  pertinent  literature--for,  all 
in  all,  we  are  convinced  that  blindness  need  be  no  deterrent  to  a full,  normal 
and  happy  life. 

Whether  young  or  old,  the  308,000  blind  people  of  the  United  States  need  your 
help,  today  more  than  ever.  We  know  you  will  give  again  gladly  and  generously. 
Thanks  many  times  over  for  whatever  you  find  it  possible  to  do. 


Yours  very  sincerely. 


f).  i & 


MRBjEJK 
Enel . 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


Please  see  reiiersc  side 


M.  C.  M1GEL 

Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


| 


American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 


CEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 
JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.Y. 


M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 


HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and 
International  Relations 


Have  you  ever  driven  in  an  automobile  at  night  through  fog  so  dense  that 
everything  ahead  seemed  blurred  and  shapeless? 

That  is  the  way  the  world  looks  to  thousands  of  people  who  have  a little 
sight  remaining.  For  many,  there  is  no  help  at  all.  But  for  hundreds 
more,  the  Foundation  now  has  a variety  of  visual  aids  that  bring  objects 
close  enough  to  be  reoognized  through  the  fog.  , 

Time  after  time,  we  have  looated  people  who  were  resigned  for  years  to 
read  nothing.  Now,  with  the  proper  Foundation  magnifiers,  they  can  read 
everything. 

Consider  the  mother  whose  oldest  boy  was  eight  before  she  found  that  she 
could  see  his  report  cards.  Or  the  retired  clergyman  who  was  wretched 
beoause  he  had  to  forego  his  study  of  Greek.  Or  the  veteran  who  lost 
his  sight  through  malnutrition  in  a prison  camp  and  who  needed  to  look 
up  hundreds  of  items  in  a oatalog  to  hold  his  Job. 

This  exoiting  work  is  just  in  its  infanoy.  We  need  to  cooperate  with  eye 
specialists  and  others  to  find  more  devices  to  make  residual  vision  useful. 

We  need  to  establish  a national  researoh  center  and  olinio  where  such  aids 
can  be  evaluated  and  prescribed  for  some  of  the  thousands  of  near  blind 
individuals  in  the  United  States. 

Of  course,  such  a project  would  cost  a great  many  dollars  over  our  regular 
budget  from  contributions.  But  we  feel  you  will  agree  it  needs  to  be  started 
--and  soon.  You  can  pioneer  with  us,  and  at  the  same  time  help  us  to  carry 
forward  our  established  activities  for  blind  people,  by  sending  as  much  as 
you  oan  spare  today.  Please  do  the  best  you  oan--as  always. 


Yours  very  sinoerely, 


If.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRBsEJK 

Ends. 


Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


Please  see  reverse  side 


M.  C.  MIGEL 

Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


f 


GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


15  West  16th  Street , New  York  11,  N.Y. 


M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 


HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and 
International  Relations 


You  may  not  know  that  the  number  of  Amerioan  blind  children,  ready  for  school- 
ing, has  been  mounting  rapidly. 

This  means  that  the  facilities  of  residential  schools  for  the  blind  aoross  our 
country  are  crowded  to  capacity. 

At  the  same  time,  hundreds  of  parents  are  anxious  to  have  their  children  remain 
at  home  and  receive  education  within  publio  sohool  systems.  This  type  of  educa- 
tion, they  are  convinced,  would  give  their  offspring  the  normalcy  of  sighted 
playmates  and  daily  evidence  of  parental  love  and  understanding. 

As  a result,  the  Foundation  is  receiving  calls  for  assistance  from  many  fronts. 
On  the  one  hand,  we  are  supplying  parents  with  information  about  educational 
programs  and  their  sources.  On  another,  we  are  helping  publio  school  officials 
to  set  up  new  systems  of  education  or  to  expand  existing  ones.  And,  simultane- 
ously, we  are  aiding  residential  sohools  to  improve  their  work  through  surveys 
and  other  means. 

Furthermore,  the  Foundation  is  aoting  to  relieve  the  teacher  shortage  and  to 
raise  standards  by  oonduoting  training  courses  for  teachers  in  all  types  of 
schools.  In  the  near  future,  we  will  hold  our  first  training  institute  for 
house  parents  whose  oare  means  so  muoh  to  blind  children  who  must  receive  their 
education  av/ay  from  home. 

In  ways  like  these,  the  Foundation  is  making  it  possible  for  every  American 
blind  child  to  receive  an  education  suited  to  his  individual  needs  and  talents. 
You  oan  help  to  sustain  this  important  work,  and  to  make  life  more  meaningful 
for  blind  people  of  all  ages,  by  sending  your  annual  gift  now.  Your  continued 
trust  and  support  will  mean  much  to  us. 


Yours  very  sinoerely. 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRBjEJK 
Ends . 


Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


Please  see  reverse  side 


M.  C.  MIGEL 

Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.Y. 

Telephone : Watkins  4-0420 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 

GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 

JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 

HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and 
International  Relations 


Have  you  ever  been  lonesome? 

Lonesome  in  an  empty  room?  Lonesome  on  a busy  street  with  strange  faoes  around 
you? 

All  of  us  have  experienced  this  emotion  to  some  extent.  But  none  of  us  knows 
its  full  power  the  way  deaf-blind  people  do.  They  lack  both  sight  and  hearing — 

the  usual  ohannels  for  contaots  with  others.  In  truth,  they  are  the  loneliest 

people  on  earth. 

Even  Helen  Keller,  a member  of  our  staff,  knows  what  moments  of  great  loneliness 
can  mean.  But  she  also  knows  that  work,  study,  relaxation  and  plenty  of  friends 
do  much  to  dispel  this  gripping  isolation.  That  is  the  reason  she  prevailed  on 

the  Foundation  in  1946  to  start  nation-wide  servioe  for  her  nearly  six  thousand 

deaf-blind  fellows.  She  wanted  them  to  benefit  as  she  had. 

To  date,  we  have  made  substantial  strides.  In  the  last  eight  years,  we  have 
given  guidance  to  workers  for  the  blind  in  forty-two  states  so  that  they  could 
understand  and  cope  with  the  daily  problems  of  deaf-blind  individuals.  Soon  we 
hope  that  all  of  the  doubly  handicapped  will  be  served  in  this  manner. 

Moreover,  we  have  labored  diligently  to  expand  teaching  facilities  for  ohildren. 
And  we  have  developed  for  early  distribution  a mechanical  communicator  for  sighted 
friends  of  the  deaf-blind.  Beyond  that,  we  have  given  away  scores  of  braille 
watches  and  clocks,  typewriters,  braillewriters  and  hearing  aids.  Next  year  we 
hope  to  attaok  the  difficult  problem  of  employment  through  personal  consultation. 

It's  a gigantio  task  that  we  have  undertaken  but,  fortunately,  we  have  you  and 
Helen  Keller  to  spur  us  on.  Please  send  another  gift  to  dispel  loneliness  today 
--it  will  help  deaf-blind  people  and  our  increasing  Amerioan  blind  population, 
too.  Thanks  many  times. 


Yours  very  sincerely. 


MRBjEJK  M.  Robert  Barnett 

End.  Executive  Director 


Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


Please  see  reverse  side 


Translated  from  Sp 


Panama  Institute  of 
Special  Habilitation 
Panama  City,  Panama 
December  26,  1963 

Miss  Helen  Keller 

sent  through  the 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc, 

1 6 West  16th  Street 
New  York,  New  York 

My  dear  Miss  Keller: 

May  I take  this  opportunity  to  convey  to  you  our  sincere  and 
cordial  wishes,  and  also  inform  you  of  things  that  have  taken  place 
as  a result  of  your  visit  to  Panama  last  June* 

First,  the  National  Assembly  of  Panama,  in  their  November  session, 
passed  a Resolution  which  nominates  you  for  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  of  1961*, 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  other  organizations,  such  as  the  Municipal 
Advisory  of  Panama,  the  Lion's  Club,  the  Rotary  Club  and  many  other  insti- 
tutions, all  of  whom  recommend  you  for  this  honor. 

Because  of  a Resolution  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Ministry  of 
Education,  beginning  December  7th,  this  Institution  will  be  known  as  THE 
HELEN  KELLER  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND.  It  is  our  wish  that  you  may  visit  us 

the  10th  of  June  of  the  coming  year,  in  the  company  of  Mr,  Neff,  We  are 

enough 

awaiting  a picture  of  you  which  Mr.  Neff  has  been  kind/to  donate  for  our 
main  office. 

We  have  also  written  to  your  personal  secretary  in  New  York  City 
and  have  enclosed  pictures. 

With  best  wishes  from  one  who  has  admiration  for  you,  I remain. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Helen  Keller  School  for  the  Blind 
Box  131*0 


ANDRES  CRISTOBAL  TORO 
Director 


REPUBLICA  DE  PANAMA 


Numero. 


MINISTERS  DE  EDUCACION  PANAMA,  DF DE  195. 

INSTITUTO  PANAMENO  ADO  DEL  C1NCUENTENARIO 

DE  HABIL1TACION  ESPECIAL  . , n(-., 

(ESCUEI.A  DE  CIEGoJANAMA  , 1 C ie  mb  re  26  de  1-  53  . 


Miss 

%len  Keller 

En  Sus  lianos  por  intermedio  de  la 
American  foundation  for  the  ^lind,  Inc.  New  York. 

Muy  recordada  y querida  Miss  Helen  Keller: 

J^eciba  por  este  re  dio  nuestro  sincere  y cordial  saludo  a la  vez  que 
aproveebamos  la  oportunidad  para  ha  eerie  llegar  enn  nuestras  congratula- 
ciones  algunas  noticias,  como  resultado  de  su  visita  a nuestro  Pais  el 
pasado  Junio. 


En  primer  lugar.  La  Asamblea  Nacional  de  PANAMA,  en  sus  sesiones  del  mes 
de  Noviemb  re  dicto  una  esolucio'n  por  la  cual  recomienda  a usted  para 
el  Premio  Nobel  de  la  Paz  para  el  ano  de  1954,  adhirie'ndo  se  a esta  Reso- 
lucion  otras  similares  de  nuestro  Pais  tales,  como  el  °oncejo  Municipal 
Ins  Blubs  de  Leones  y "otario  de  PANAMA  y otras  organizaciones  las  cuales 
todas  recomiendan  a su  muy  querida  persona  para  tan  distinguio  objeto.  Y 
Y por  ultimo  la  ^esolucio'n  del  Organo  Eujecutivo  por  conducto  del  Ministerrio 

de  Educacio  n de  PANAMA,  por  la  cual  desde  el  dia  7 de  Diciembre  del  presente 
ano,  nuestra  Institutcio'n  11  era  el  Nombre  de: 

Escuela  de  Ciegos  HELEN  KELLER  y que  usted  el  diez  de  J unio  tuviera  el  agra- 
do  de  visits  mo8  en  compapfa  del  senor  Nelson  Neff.  He  de  decirle  asimismo  q 

r r9'"3  ESCUSla  0hSt*nta  *>«  foto  que  noS  enviara  por  intermedio 

de  C*  A‘  R*  E*  en  L ima’  se™r  Neff’  por  10  qu«le  estamos 

-a  P"sonal  •"  H'w 


&&*Am<~qUe  ta*bl*  sen  dos  re„ 


m de 


'nte) 


^ 7S  t»°’ 


* e 


Translated  from  Sp 


Panama  Institute  of  Habilitation 
Panama  City,  Panama 
December  26,  1953 


Miss  Evelyn  M.  Davidson,  Personal  Secretary 

to  Miss  Helen  Keller 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

15  West  16th  Street 
New  York  11,  New  York 

Dear  Miss  Davidson: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  November  2l*th. 

I wish  to  express  our  gratitude  to  Miss  Keller  for  her  kind  words 
and  interest  in  our  Institute,  which  she  honored  by  being  a guest  on  June 
10th  of  the  present  year.  I take  this  opportunity  also  to  inform  you  of 
two  matters  concerning  Kiss  Keller,  since  they  have  been  a result  of  her 
visit  to  this  country. 

The  National  Assembly  of  Panama,  in  their  session  in  November, 
passed  a Resolution  which  recommends  Miss  Keller  for  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize 
of  1951*o  The  other  matter  which  may  interest  you  is  that  because  of  a 
Resolution  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  of  Panama, 
this  Institution  will  be  known  as  THE  HELEN  KELLER  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND, 
beginning  December  7th.  It  is  with  great  pride  that  we  place  a picture  of 
Miss  Keller  in  our  main  office.  This  picture  was  given  to  us  by  Mr.  Nelson 
Neff,  CARE  Representative  to  Latin  America,  whose  residence  is  Lima,  Peru,, 
He  will  bring  this  picture  with  him  when  he  visits  Panama  in  June. 

I am  enclosing  clippings  from  one  of  our  newspapers,  and  I ask 
you  to  see  that  Miss  Keller  receives  them  together  with  our  congratulations, 
mainly,  because  our  school  now  bears  her  name,  and  also  because  of  her 
interest  in  the  nations  of  the  world  and  the  work  she  has  done  for  the  blind 
and  for  humanity. 


Page  2 


We  are  sure  that  Miss  Keller  will  be  awarded  the  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  as  she  is  most  worthy  of  it.  This  too  is  the  opinion  of  all  of 
the  organization  for  the  blind  in  our  country. 

Although  we  are  writing  to  Miss  Keller  herself,  we  beg  of  you 
to  make  sure  that  she  understands  the  contents  of  this  letter 0 We  are 
also  sending  her  various  clippings,  so  that  she  will  see  that  her  visit 
to  our  country  was  not  in  vain.  All  the  students  of  the  Institute  send 
their  best  wishes  to  Miss  Keller 0 

Sincerely  yours, 

ANDRES  CRISTOBAL  TORO 

Director 

( typed  by  a blind  person) 
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A f)  O DEL  CINCUENTENARIO 

3D  visit  a del  mes  de  Junio , 


INSTITUTE)  PANAMENO 
DE  HABIL1TACION  ESPEC1AI 
(ESCUEI.A  DE  CIEGOS) 

que  El  mismo  acompafiara  ha  sta  PA  HAM  A , en  s 
per  lo  cual  Miss  Davidson  tengo  el  agrado  de  incluirle  sendos  recor- 
tes  tornados  de  la  preasa  pnameS  p ra  su  raejor  ilustrac  io'n  y por  lo  que 
le  rogamos  muy  encarec idameihe  sesirva  hacer  llegar  a la  sehorita  Kell  er 
nuestras  congra tulac iones,  primero  porque  es  nuest  ra  Escuela  la  primara 

que  obstenta  orgullosa  el  nombre  de  Miss  Helen  Keller  que  tanto  bien 
bien  ha  hechn  a la  hutnanidad  ya  que  con  sus  visitas  a d istingtos 

Paises  del  mundo  ha  logradn  inta  r°sar  a loB  G v- 

la  Educacion  a l,s  clefTos.  obxemo8  en  pro  de  la 
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A fi  O DEL  C I N C U E N T E N A R I O 


1NSTITUTO  PANAMENO 
DE  HABILITACION  ESPECIAL 
(ESCUELA  DE  CIEGOS) 

PANAMA,  -‘“'iciembre  26  de  1953. 

Miss 

Evelyn  M.  Davidson-  Secretaria  Personal  de 
Miss  Helen  Keller 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

15  West  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 

Muy  distinguida  y apreciada  senorita.  ^ avidson: 

La  presente  es  para  agradecer  la  suya  de  fecha  Noviemhre 
24  del  aho  actual. 

A1  agradecer  a Miss  Keller  sus  palabras  de  aliento  para 

nuestra  Escuela  y el  personal  docente  y administrative  del 

INSTITUTO  PANAMENO  DE  HABILITA  CION  ESPECIAL  del  cual  ella  fue' 

nuestro  hue'sped  mas  dintinguido  el  dia  diez  de  Junio  d , 1 presente 

aro , me  es  muy  grato  ahora  comunicar  a listed  enmo  su  Seer  taria 

x ers^nal  do s inf ormadones  devi  tal  importancia  que  se  r laciona 

con  Miss  Keller  ya  que  ellas  han  sido  el  resultado  desu  visita 

a este  Pais  que  la  recuerda  con  tanto  caririo  y que  la  Asamblea  ^ 

Nacional  de  PANAMA,  en  sus  sesiones  del  mes  de  Noviernbre,  iict 

una  -esolucion  po  r la  cual  recomienda  para  el  Premie  Nobel  de  la 

Pa*  en  el  ano  de  1954,  a la  muy  ilustre  sennrita  Helen  Keller  y 1 

otra  informacion  es  la  relacionada  con  nuestr  a Escuela  de  CiegoS 

que  por  ^solucion  del  Organo  Ejecutivo  per  conducto  del  Minister  o 

de  Educacion  de  PANAMA,  esta  I nstitucion  lleva  desde  el  siete 

rie<?os  HELEN  KE  LLER,  y 

de  Diciembre,  el  nombre  de:  E scuel  - 

con  orgullo  obstenta  en  nuestras  oficianas  pr  mcipa  es  • 
de  Miss  Keller  donada  por  el  epresentante  de  C . A.  R.  E.  na ra 
la  America  Latina  con  residencia  en  Lima,  s”  or  Nelson  Neff,  > 


\ 


ANNUAL 


Recipients  of 
Humanitarian  Award 

Father  Edward  J.  Flanagan 
Boys  Town,  Nebraska 
Miss  Martha  Berry 
Mf.  Berry  Schools,  Ca. 

Dr.  George  Washington  Carver 
Tuskegee  Institute,  Alabama 
Sister  Elixabeth  M.  Kenny 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Hon.  Cordell  Hull 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir  and  Dr.  Alexander  Fleming 
London,  England 


dVationad cJ-fumanitaxian  czrf-vaatici 

By  The 

VARIETY  CLUBS  INTERNATIONAL 

Address  reply  to 

ALBERT  KENNEDY  ROWSWELL,  Chairman 
906  Bessemer  Building 
Pittsburgh  22,  Pennsylvania 


J anuary  8 , 1954 


Recipients  of 
Humanitarian  Award 

Miss  Evangeline  Booth 
Hartsdale,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  James  F.  Byrnes 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Hon.  George  C.  Marshall 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Hon.  Herbert  C Hoover 
Palo  Alto,  Calif. 

Hon.  Bernard  M.  Baruch 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Hon.  Paul  G.  Hoffman 
Pasadena,  Calif. 
Helen  A.  Keller 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


c^f-waid  Committee 

Frank  Ahlgren,  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal 
William  J.  Ash,  Indianapolis  Commercial 
George  Beebe,  Miami  Daily  News 
Hon.  Bernard  M.  Baruch,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

W.  M.  Baskerville,  Baltimore  Sunday- American 
Edgar  T.  Bell,  Oklahoma  City 
Paul  Bellamy,  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer 
E.  D.  Becker,  Pittsburgh  Sun-Telegraph 
Andrew  Bernhard,  Pittsburgh  Post-Gazette 
Sumner  Blossom,  American  Magazine,  N.  Y. 

Manchester  Boddy,  Los  Angeles  News 

Win  Brooks,  Boston  Evening  American 

Edward  H.  Butler,  Buffalo  Evening  News 

Hon.  James  F.  Byrnes,  Charleston,  South  Carolina 

Albert  E.  Cahlan,  Las  Vegas  Review  Journal 

Richard  A.  Carrington,  Los  Angeles  Examiner 

W.  E.  Christenson,  Omaha  World  Herald 

Robert  B.  Cochrane,  Baltimore  Evening  Sun 

Roger  A.  Connolly,  New  Haven  Register 

B.  P.  Demorest,  Omaha  Journal  Stockman 

Charles  R.  Doyle,  Boston  Post 

J.  E.  Dowd,  Charlotte  (N.  C.)  News 

Lee  Ellmaker,  Jr.,  Philadelphia  Daily  News 

L S.  Fanning,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 

Sir  and  Dr.  Alexander  Fleming,  London,  England 

Frank  R.  Ford,  San  Francisco  News 

W.  W.  Forster,  Pittsburgh  Press 

Rupert  Gillett,  Charlotte  (N.  C.)  Observer 

W.  S.  Gilmore,  Detroit  News 

Carl  D.  Groat,  Cincinnati  Post 

Hon.  Paul  G.  Hoffman,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

L D.  Hotchkiss,  Los  Angeles  Times 
Hon.  Herbert  Hoover,  Palo  Alto,  Calif. 

Chikao  Honda,  Mainichi  Newspaper,  Tokyo,  Japan 
Clark  Howell,  Atlanta  Constitution 
Hon.  Cordell  Hull,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Helen  A.  Keller,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Sister  Elizabeth  Kenny,  Kenny  Institute,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
C O.  Knowles,  Toronto  (Canada)  Telegram 
Walter  Leckrone,  Indianapolis  Times 

B.  J.  Lewis,  Albany  Knickerbocker  News 
Walter  Locke,  Dayton  Nev^s 

C.  Walter  McCarty,  Indianapolis  News 
B.  M.  McKelway,  Washington  Star 
John  C.  Manning,  Detroit  Times 

Hon.  George  C.  Marshall,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Burrows  Matthews,  Buffalo  Courier-Express 

Charles  Mayer,  San  Francisco  Examiner 

J.  A.  Meckstroth,  Ohio  State  Journal,  Columbus 

Edward  J.  Meeman,  Memphis  Press-Scimitar 

Allen  Merriam,  Dallas  Times-Herald 

Eugene  Meyer,  Washington  Post 

George  Minot,  Boston  Herald 

Bradley  L Morison,  Minneapolis  Tribune 

James  P.  Murphy,  Boston  Daily  Record 

John  O'Rourke,  Washington  Daily  News 

John  Paschall,  Atlanta  Journal 

Dwight  S.  Perrin,  Syracuse  Herald-Journal 

E.  Lansing  Ray,  St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat 

Ben  Reese,  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch 

Thomas  Robinson,  Charlotte  (N.  C.)  News 

Louis  B.  Seltzer,  Cleveland  Press 

Forrest  Seymour,  Des  Moines  Register  & Tribune 

Chet  Shaw,  Newsweek,  N.  Y. 

Russ  Stewart,  Chicago  Daily  Times 

James  A.  Stuart,  Indianapolis  Star 

Joyce  A.  Swan,  Minneapolis  Star  & Tribune 

Basil  L Walters,  Knight  Newspapers,  Inc.,  Chicago 

Hoke  Welch,  Miami  Herald 

J.  W.  West,  Kingsport,  Tenn. 

Harold  F.  Wheeler,  Boston  Traveler 
A.  F.  Wiley,  Cincinnati  Enquirer 
Lawrence  L Winship,  Boston  Globe 
John  F.  Wurz,  Grand  Rapids,  Herald 
Dwight  E.  Young,  Dayton  Journal-Herald 


Bulletin  B - 1954 


On  the  following  page  you  will  find  listed  the 
summary  of  suggestions  made  regarding  presentation 
of  the  International  Humanitarian  Award  for  1953« 
The  first  three  names  listed  carry  a brief 
biographical  sketch  and  record  of  achievement. 

The  remaining  names  are  all  about  even  in  the 
suggestion  ballots  received. 


I should  like  to  trespass  upon  your  time  once 
more  and  ask  you  to  give  consideration  to  the  names 
listed  and  send  along  the  enclosed  final  ballot  at 
your  earliest  convenience. 


With  good  wishes  for  the  new  year,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


A.  K.  Rovswell , Chairman 
AKR:nm 


\ 


DR.  KARL  MEYER: 


DR. 


DR. 


University  of  California  Hooper  Foundation,  San 
Francisco,  made  what  may  well  he  the  most  sig- 
nificant medical  discovery  of  the  year  when  he 
took  a weakened  strain  df  polio  virus  and  used 
it^  to  achieve  iguMcrffty  tc\polio  in  children  to 
Subsequently , Dr.  Herald  Cox 
jrle  Laboratories,  Hew  York,  perfected 
r.akii^  this  virus  vadcine  available 
itities  for  the  first  time. 


SALK:  University  pf  Pittsburgh,  account  his  discovery 

of  polio  vaccine\and  which  during  the  coming 
year  is  to  be  used"' pn  more  than  one  million 
children  throughout  tjie  United  States  as  a pre- 
ventive measure. 

•JITZER:  Christian  and  medical  missionary  at  present 

serving  in  various  foreign  lands. 


X 


FRANK  LAUBACH 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  SEMITIC  LANGUAGES  AND  HISTORY 


CAMBRIDGE  38,  MASSACHUSETTS 


HARVARD  UNIVERSITY 


February  13,  1954 


President  Nathan  Pusey 
Harvard  University 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts 


«y  dear  President  Pusey: 

Helen  Adams  Keller,  the  world  renowned  deaf  and  blind 
author,  lecturer,  and  thinker,  graduated  from  Radcliffe 
College  with  the  A.B.  degree  In  1904.  The  coming 
Commencement  will  mark  the  fiftieth  annivereary  of  her 
graduation. 

Some  of  her  friends  and  admirers  would  like  to  see  her 
honored  on  this  occasion  and  have  urged  me,  who  have 
known  her  for  many  ye*rs  as  her  neighbor  during  the 
summer  near  Westport,  Connecticut,  to  attempt  to  do 
something  In  the  matter. 

Miss  Keller  has  received  two  honorary  degrees:  the 
LL.D . from  Glasgow  University  (1932),  and  the  LL.D. 
from  Wltwaterstrand  University  (Johannesburg,  South 
Africa)  (1951)*  But  no  university  in  the  United  States 
has  yet  given  her  an  honorary  degree. 

President  Jordan  of  Radcliffe  College  tells  me  that 
Radcliffe  does  not  grant  honorary  degrees.  May  I 
therefore  suggest  to  you  that  Helen  Keller  might 
be  considered  by  you  $s  a worthy  candidate  for  an 
honorary  degree  at  the  Harvard  Commencement  in  J^ne? 

Trusting  that  you  will  forgive  this  Intrusion  of 
mine  in  matters  which  do  not  concern  me,  and  with 
my  kindest  regards. 


P.S. 

Mis  Helen  Keller  Is  listed  in  WHO’S  ,/HO  IN  AMERICA, 
where  information  about  her  is  sumarlsed.  Her 
addresB  Is:  Route  1,  v/estport,  Connecticut. 


Robert  H.  Pfeiffer 


Ralph  Barton  Perry 

Professor  of  Philosophy.  Harvard  University 
445  Widener  Library 
Cambridge  38.  Massachusetts 


February  15,  1954 


Professor  Robert  H.  Pfeiffer 
50  Francis  Avenue 
Cambridge  38,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Pfeiffer: 

Many  thanks  for  letting  me 
see  Miss  Keller’s  beautiful  letter.  You 
can  imagine  how  much  I prize  what  she  wrote  about 
me.  I am  now  engaged  in  preparing  an  introduc- 
tion to  a new  edition  of  her  Story  of  Life  . 
Meeting  her  and  reading  her  books  has  T5een  to 
me  a great  experience  which  I owe  to  you  and  to 
your  wife,  and  for  which  I am  deeply  grateful. 

I am  writing,  as  you  suggest, 
to  the  Harvard  Corporation  recommending  the 
award  of  an  honorary  degree  to  Miss  Keller. 

I have  never  had  any  luck  with  such  propos- 
als in  the  past,  but  there  is  no  harm  in  try- 
ing. It  would  be  both  deserved  and  appropriate. 

Yours  ever, 

7^060^/'^ W~- 


Ralph  Barton  Perry 
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HARVARD  UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE  38,  MASSACHUSETTS 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


February  19,  195^ 


Dear  Mr-  Pfeiffer: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  February  thir- 
teenth. I shall  send  this  along  to  the  committee 
of  the  Corporation  concerned  with  honorary  degrees 
for  their  attention. 


Sincerely  yours 


Nathan  M.  Pueey 


Professor  Robert  H.  Pfeiffer 
Semitic  Museum 


Robert  M.  Pfeifer 

S7  FRANCIS  AVENUE 

Cambridge.  Mass. 


FEB  25  195*» 
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EBONY  MAGAZINE 


Mrs.  Evelyn  Davidson 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  West  l6th  Street 
New  York,  N .Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Davidson: 

I did  appreciate  having  that  telephone  talk  with 
you  on  Friday.  It  made  the  problem  a lot  more 
intelligible.  I can  understand  Miss  Keller's  heavy 
schedule  resulting  from  her  determination  to  finish 
re-writing  her  book. 

However,  I would  like  you  to  discuss  with  Miss  Keller 
as  soon  as  possible  the  possibility  of  a conference 
with  me  to  discuss  an  article  which  we  would  like  her 
to  write  for  us.  It  would  be  an  opportunity  to  state 
her  philosophy  of  life  and  especially  to  emphasize 
the  common  problem  faced  by  the  blind  of  all  countries 
and  all  races.  The  details  of  the  article  can  be 
worked  out  during  the  meeting  which  I would  like  you 
to  arrange  as  soon  as  possible. 


A J&Jtjum  PuMu'atioi 


55  WEST  4 2 N D STREET  NEW  YORK  36 


NEW  YORK  • TELEPHONE  LONGACRE  4-0776 


March  1,  1951+ 


/ 


Sincerely, 


Allan  Morrison 
New  York  Editor 


AM:E 


DIVISION  OP  MAILS 


United  Stairs  Post  (®ffire 


IN  REPLY  REFER  to 


Washington  13,  §.  (E. 


MI-D 


TELEPHONE  STERLING  3-5100 

EXTENSION  301 


March  2,  195h 


Mr.  Grover  C.  Hay, 

261  N.  Quentin  Road, 

Newark,  Ohio 

Dear  Sir: 

This  refers  to  your  card  of  February  26th,  inquiring  the 
address  of  Helen  Keller.  The  permanent  address  as  furnished 
in  the  publication  Who's  Who  in  America  is  Westport,  Conn. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Postmaster 


v 


November  23,  195^ 

Dear  Mr.  Barnett, 

Helen  Keller  has  written  a fine  book  of  ooetry: 

AT  THE  LISTENING  WALL.  It  ie  out  of  print.  For  rights  to 
print  it  I am  advised  by  the  first  publisher  that  concent 
of  Miss  Keller  is  what  is  required,  even  though  the  Copy- 
right protection  is  expired,  we  would  like  her  concent. 

I have  no  idea  how  to  reach  Miss  Keller.  Inasmuch  as 
you  were  so  kind  as  to  give  her  the  bas  rfclief  plaque  in 
behalf  of  our  Guild,  I thought  perhaps  you'd  advise  me. 

Most  gratefully 

Merrill 


e VY 


■AY  . 


\ 
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Miss  Rebecca  mack 

4 EAST  SOMMER  FI  ELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE,  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29,  OHIO 


rctutl  Vtu 

JAP!  1 1955 


E.  M.  S. 


Jan.  13th.  Thursday. 


Dear  Mrs.Seide: 


You  -won't  get  this  until  Monday,  but 
I want  to  tell  you  that  I happened  to  be  writing  to 
the  Volta  Etfj^u  in  Wa  siting  ton,  D.C.,  and  I asked 
them  if  they  have  any  early  pictures  of  Teacher.  I 
wrote  to  Mrs.  Laura  Stovel,  an^  told  her  if  she  has, 
not  to  write  to  me,  but  direct  yo  you,  so  if  you 
hear  from  her,  you'll  understand.  They  might  easily 
have  some,  as  Dr.  Bell  knew  Helen  and  Teacher  so 
early,  was  their  first  friend.  If  you  want  to 
contact  her,  write  to  Mrs.  Laura  Stovel,  The  Volta 
Bureau,  ±&  1537  35th.  St.,  N.  ¥.,  Washington  7,  D.C. 

I've  been  going  over  my  books  and 
scrap  books  a little,  and  think  I could  produce  at 
least  three  pictures,  not  including  the  one  from  tie 


Garden  of  the  Gods,  which  I find  is  not  in  good 
condition.  If  Miss  Hamilton  still  has  the  photostat 
copy,  it  is  in  better  tdndition  than  my  original. 

M0st  of  my  pictures  are  pasted  in  the  scrap  books, 
so  I'd  have  to  have  them  photostated,  but  if  they 
want  me  to  do  so,  I can  produce  a few  early  ones, 
one  very  sweet  one  taken  when  Helen  was  in  her  teens, 
I'm  sure.  I have  none  of  Teacher  alone,  only  tJcse 
with  Helen,  except  the  one  in  the  second  Helen  feller 
Souvenir  that  is  in  the  Foundation  library.  Helen 
has  a copy  of  this  book,  too,  as  I sent  it  to  her 
not  long  ago,  when  I found  an  extra  copy,  and  I also 
sent  one  to  Miss  Hamilton.  That  contains  a dayling 
early  picture  of  Teacher  alone . The  phtfco  in  the 
book  "Autographed  Portraits"  is  good,  and  I can  find 
no  copyright  mentioned  anywhere  in  the  book,  so  you 
would  not  be  violating  a copyright  by  using  it,  I'm 
sure.  I'm  sorry  I can't  send  any  originals,  but  I 
just  can't.  But  Miss  Hamilton  found  the  photostat 


MISS  REBECCA  MACK 
4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE,  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29,  OHIO 


copies  very  usable,  and  I'm  sure  they  would  do  for 
this  book,  too.  The  one  on  my  wall,  the  only  copy  in 
existence,  is  rather  dark,  but  it  is  darling  of 
Teacher,  and  I think  could  be  used.  Even  if  I were 
willing  to  risk  it  thru  the  mails,  it  would  be  a 
tremendous  job  to  unframe  the  long  panel  and  sent 
the  one  picture  and  then  frame  i-t  again.  So  I'm  much 
rather  have  it  photo  stated. And  I have  found  that 
sometimes  the  photostat  copies  can  be  made  lighter, 
so  this  would  be  better  than  the  original.  I'm 
hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon,  and  if  tJtey  want  some 
photostat  copies.  I'll  look  further  in  the  scrap  books 
and  may  be  able  to  find  some  more. But  there  is  no  use 
in  my  doing  all  this  work  until  I know  whether  or  not 
they  are  willing  to  use  ^ictostat  copies.  So  pleasd 
let  me  know. 


I had  a letter  from  Helen  this  morning, 

but  she  didn't  mention  this  subject,  only  the  hook 

itself.  It  must  have  taken  everything  out  of  Helen  to 

write  the  book,  and  I'm  so  glad  it  is  finished.  I'll 

\ 

be  so  happy  if  I canhelp  with  any  .^pictures . I feel 
sure  I can  if  they  are  willing  to  use  the  copies. 

Let  me  know  soon,  please. 

Sincerely, 


f-  » > / 


Mrs.  Evelyn  D.Selde, 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind^ 
15  West  16th. St  •, 

New  York  11, 

N.  Y. 


Miss  Rebecca  Mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE,  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29,  OHIO 


Ill  5th,  Jan 


21,  1955 


NELLA  BRAD 


T) e r e a t Folly, 

IFire  is  the  article.  As  I said  before,  I think  It. 
very  beautiful — clear  and  moving.  One  special  thing  that, 
pleases  me  is  that  it  is  entirely  free  of  dogmatism.  It  is 
full  of  wisdom  and  I wish  I could  believe  with  her  all  the 
way . 

I don't  altogether  like  the  title,  but  I wouldn't 
worry  too  much  about  it,  for  no  matter  what  Helen  calls  ‘.fa 
the  editors  will  be  apt  to  change  it.  I am  sending  along  several 
blank  sheets  of  the  same  typewriter  paper  so  that  if  Helen 
has  another  title  that  she  would  rather  use  she  can  copy  it 
off  on  one  of  the  pages  and  the  whole  article  will  not  have 
to  be  retyped. 

I look  forward  so  much  to  Wednesday! 
by  love  always 


?.5.  The  Italian  painter  that  I spoke  of  is  Pietro  Annigoni. 
All  I know  of  him  is  that  he  did  a portrait  of  '„ueen  Elizabeth 
which  for  me  surpasses  any  other  modern  portrait  that  I have 
ever  seen,  that  he  lives  in  Florence,  and  that  at  least  one 
young  American  is  studying,  under  him. 


r/;g  Volta  Bureau 

A Philanthropic  Information  Center  on  Deafness,  Established  in  1887  by  Alexander  Graham  Bell 


Headquarters  of  the 


ALEXANDER  GRAHAM  BELL 
ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  DBAF, 
Incorporated 


Telephone,  ADams  2-0014 

1 

1537  35TH  STREET,  N.  W. 
WASHINGTON  7,  D.  C. 


January  28,  1955 


Mrs.  Evelyn  Selde 
American  Foundation  of  the  Blind 
15  West  16th  Street 
New  York  11,  N.Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Selde: 


Publisher  of  the 
VOLTA  REVIEW 

An  illustrated  monthly  magazine 
dealing  with  work  for  the  deaf 
and  the  hard  of  hearing 


received 

JAN  3 1 1955 


Following  up  my  letter  of  January  24,  I am  enclosing  a list 
of  books  by  and  about  Helen  Keller.  A volunteer  has  checked 
our  photographs  against  this  list  of  books  and  has  found  eight 
which  have  not  been  published,  apparently.  The  list  of  photo- 
graphs follows: 


Bust  photo  of  Miss  Sullivan,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  1891 
Helen  Keller  and  Miss  Sullivan,  May  1893 

Helen  Keller  and  Miss  Sullivan  standing  In  front  of  term  of  horses, 
1892 

Bust  photo  of  Miss  teller  and  Miss  Sullivan,  Washington,  D.C.  6/1/93 
Miss  Keller  end  Miss  Sullivan,  May  1893  (same  as  no.  2 above  except 
that  Miss  Sullivan  has^a  hat  In  this  one) 

Undated  photo  of  Miss  Keller  (with  short  curly  hair)  and  Miss  Sulli- 
van seated  in  a yard/  The  only  Identification  is  a pencilled  notation: 
"photo  by  Pasch.1" 

Photo  (sepia,  of  Miss  teller,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullivan,  and  Mr.  John  Hltz 
Wrentham,  Mass.,  Aug.  £4,  1907  _ 

Glossy  print  released  by  International  Nesreel  8/24/27  showing  Helen 
Keller  talking  to  Mrs.  Sullivan  (finger  touch)  while  the  latter  dic- 
tates the  message  into  a dictaphone 


If  you  would  like  to  see  any  or  all  of  these,  we  will  send  them  by  reg- 
istered mall,  with  the  understanding  that  they  are  to  be  returned  as  soon 
as  possible,  also  registered.  If  any  Illustrations  are  used  we  ask  the 
usual  courtesy  line:  '’Courtesy  of  the  Volta  Bureau,  Washington,  D.C." 

We  regret  the  unavoidable  delay  in  getting  this  Information  to  you. 


RECEIVED 

Lo’E  FEB  3 7955 

E.  M.  S. 


Sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.)  Laura  Stovel 
For  the  Volta  Bureau 


Helen  Keller's  Journal,  1936-1937. 

Let  Us  Have  Faith.  1950 

Midstream;  my  later  life.  192 9 

My  religion.  1928 

Optimism,  an  essay.  1903 

Out  of  the  Dark.  1913 

Ihe  Story  of  My  Life.  1903 

The  World  I Live  in.  1908 

Helen  Keller,  by  M.  Anagnos.  1889 

Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  the  story  behind  Helen  Keller.  1933 
Always  Happy;  or,  The  Story  of  Helen  Keller.  18 ? 

Miss  Helen  Adams  Keller's  first  year  of  college  preparatory  work.  1897 
Helen  Keller.  Souvenir  of  1st  summer  meeting  of  A.A.P.T.S.D.  1891 


Ill  "l't:  it..  Garden  City,  New  York 
arch  13,  1954 


Dear  r.  horrlson: 

: las  Helen  Keller  has  naked  me 
to  write  to  you  concerning  the  job  lble  article 
by  her  for  bony . It  i-  something  I iss  eller 
wants  very  tr.uch  ’ o ’o,  but  for  the  next  several 
months  her  schedule  simply  will  not  allow  it.  She 
is  trying  to  concentrate  upon  her  book  "bout  her 
teacher,  the  lai e Anne  Sullivan  Kacy , a s rs. 

Davitson  has  told  you,  but  she  i3  constantly 
interrupted  by  an  unbelievably  demanding  corren. ondence 
and  by  the  obligations  imposed  by  her  position  as 
Councillor  on  International  Relations  for  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the  American  ^oun’ation 
for  Overseas  Blind.  A Documentary  film  of  her  life  is 
to  be  released  on  June  1 and  she  must  maintain 
critical  supervision  of  the  advance  publicity,  ni 
she  has  other  duties.  I sug  est  that  you  wait  until 
the  Fall,  then  approach  her  again,  for  your  project 
is  one  that  really  interests  her.  I am  very  sorry 
that  she  is  so  tied  up  nov/. 


Very  truly  yours, 


( Pella  Freddy  ennay , attorney 
for  helen  Killer) 


r.  Allan  orrlson 
Few  York  Dditor,  Fbony  Magazine 
55  Vest  42  3t. 

New  York  3 6,  New  York 


Ill  Fifth  it. , Garden  City,  Kev  >*orl 
arch  13.  1954  ' _Y 


SAWS 


JLL 


PERKING  SCHOOL 

Dear  .r.  t'orrlson: 

WATERTOWN,  MASS.  G2172 

: Ins  Helen  Keller  has  asked  r,a 
to  ’.  rite  to  you  concerning  the  j.osr-iblo  article 
fcy  her  for  rhor,y . It  is  something  hiss  heller 
wants  very  much  to  do,  hut  for  the  next  several 
months  her  schedule  simply  will  not.  allow  It.  She 
Is  trying  to  concentrate  upon  her,  hook  about  her 
teacher,  the  late  Anne  Sullivan  i .acy , as  . ro. 

Davidson  has  told  you,  hut  she  is  constantly 
Interrupted  by  an  unbelievably  demanding  correspondence 
and  by  the  obligations  imposed  by  her  position  as 
Councillor  on  International  Relations  "for  "he  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the  .r-orican  "oondation 
for  Overseas  Blind,  A Documentary  film  of  bar  life  is 
to  V.O  released  on  June  1 and  she  must  maintain 
critical  supervision  of  the  advance  publicity,  .-nr! 
she  has  other  duties.  I suggest  tb  t.  you  wait  until 
the  Fall,  then  approach  her  again,  for  your  project 
is  ono  that,  really  interests  her.  I am  very  sorry 
that  she  is  so  tied  up  now. 


V o ry  t ru 1 y you r a , 


(Fella  Braddy  Kenney,  Attorney 
for  Helen  K&ller) 


r.  Allan  .-.orrlson 
Kew  York  Bailor,  Fbony  J amzine 
55  Best  42  3t. 

New  York  3 a , New  York 


Ill  Fifth  lit..  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
march  18,  1954 


Dearest  roily. 


Wall,  It  was  a wonderful  afternoon,  the  only 
flaw  In  It  that  cold  of  yours.  I hopa  you  can  give  it 
priority  now  until  you  get  rid  of  it.  I thought  the  play 
excellent  and  I hated  to  leave  those  two  very  attractive 
and  intelligent  girls,  hat  charm  Louise  has.  I doubt 
if  any  further  tscsts  will  need  to  be  nade  on  Helen  to  reveal 
what  they  want  to  know.  The  whole  thing  h'.s  been  done  so 
many  times  and  they  c'tn  simply  gather  up  the  data  from  what 
has  already  been  published.  At  any  rate,  I know  you  won’t 
let  yourself  get  tied  up  with  it  now. 

I am  inclosing  a carbon  of  my  letter  +o  I r. 
i orrlson.  Helen  has  already  written  and  written  and  written 
about  the  problems  he  wishes  her  to  discuss  once  more,  but 
they  are  very  important  and  if  she  is  not  quite  so  damn  busy 
next  Fall  I think  it  would  be  fine  for  her  to  v/rite  what  he 
wants. 


Tomorrow  morning  I’ll  mail  back  to  you  "The 
Twilight  of  the  Gods."  I found  i‘  rather  dull,  to  tell  you 
the  truth,  but  I thought  your  brother’s  letter  extremely 
interesting.  I am  returning  -it  because  you  will  want  it  at 

hand  when  you  read  the  book. 

Now  don’t  you  and  Helen  let  anybody  kill  you 
doing  publicity  for  the  film.  You’ve  both  already  made  your 
great  contribution  to  that  whole  project  and  if  the  film  is 
as  good  as  we  think  it  is,  it  won’t  need  the  two  of  you  to 
-boost  it  along.  Though  celebrities  have  been  gathered  in  and  they 
will  EHKtribHtH  help,  but  the  final  decision  is  going  to  be 
in  the  hands  of  John  Doe  and  his  wife  and  children  and  it  will 
depend  ur.cn  what  they  say  about  it  to  their  friends  after  they 
have  seen  It. 


Do,  do  take  care  of  yourself.  I'll  be  talking 
with  you  before  long.  Dentist  for  me  tomorrow. 


My  love  to  you  both,  always. 


itY 


111  Fifth  :3t . , Garden  City,  N.Y. 
i'.arch  18,  1954 


v:  res 


>11?, 


WATERTOWN 


Well,  it  wa 3 a wonderful  afternoon,  the  only 
flaw  in  it  that  cold  of  yours.  I hope  you  c n give  it 
priority  now  until  you  got  rid  of  it.  I thought  tho  play 
excellent  and  I hated  to  leave  those  two  very  attractive 
and  intelligent  girls,  that  charm  Louise  hasl  I ioubt 
if  any  further  tests  will  need  to  be  nade  on  Helen  to  reveal 
what  they  want  to  knoll.  The  whole  thing  has  been  done  so 
many  times  and  they  can  simply  gather  up  the  data  from  what 
has  already  been  published.  At  any  rate,  I know  you  ’won’t 
let  yourself  get  tied  up  with  it  now. 


I am  inclosing  a carbon  of  my  letter  :'o  i-'r. 

. .orriaon.  Helen  has  already  written  and  written  and  written 
about  the  problems  he  wishes  her  to  discuss  once  more,  but 
they  are  very  important  and  if  she  is  not  quite  so  damn  busy 
next  Fall  I think  it  would  be  fine  for  her  to  write  what  he 
wants . 


Tomorrow  morning  I'll  mail  back  to  you  "The 
Twilight  of  the  Gods."  I found  it  rather  dull,  to  tell  you 
the  truth,  but  I thought  your  brother's  letter  extremely 
interesting.  I am  returning  It  because  you  will  want  it  at 
hand  when  you  read  the  book. 

How  don't  you  and  Helen  let  anybody  kill  you 
doing  publicity  for  the  film.  You’ve  both  already  made  your 
great  contribution  to  that  whole  project  and  if  the  film  is 
as  good  as  we  think  it  is,  it  won’t  need  the  two  of  you  to 
boost  it  along,  '/no ugh  celebrities  have  been  gathered  in  and  they 
will  ecm±j?ifca.t53  help,  but  the  final  decision  is  going  to  be 
in  the  hands  of  John  Doe  and  his  wife  and  children  and  it  will 
depend  upon  what  they  say  about  it  to  their  friends  after  they 
have  seen  it. 

Do,  do  take  care  of  yourself.  I'll  be  talking 
with  you  before  long.  Dentist  for  me  tomorrow. 

My  love  to  you  both,  always. 


Drawer  "F",  Balboa  Heights 
Canal  Zone 


15  April  1955 

si.  Howard.  M.  Liechty 

New  Outlook  for  the  Blind 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, Inc. 

15  West  16th  Street 
New  York  11,  N.Y. 

U.S.A. 


Dear  Mr.  Liechtys 

You  will  find  attached  my  letter  to  Miss  Keller,  greeting 
her  on  her  75th  birthday.  I am  sorry  that  it  is  as  long  as  it  is, 
but  please  feel  free  to  reduce  the  length  as  you  see  fit. 

It  may  be  that  my  salutation  is  too  personal  and  agi&n  feel 
free  to  change  this  to  "Dear  Miss  Keller"  if  you  feel  that  it  would 
be  more  appropriate.  Of  course,  I would  prefer  that  the  original 

go  to  Miss  Keller  in  it's  present  form.  Thank  you  for  including 
me.  I would  like  to  be  in  New  York  on  the  27th  of  June  but  doubt 
that  I shall  reach  there  before  the  first  week  in  July. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Nelsnn  B.  Neff 


NBN/dsn 


(Efy*  -^ark  uTim^e 

June  15,  1955 


Dear  Mr.  Fisher: 

Here  are  Mrs.  Kenney's  proofs.  The  editors 
think  it  is  most  eloquent  and  most  excellent. 

We  plan  to  publish  it  on  June  26th,  so  we 
would  like  to  have  corrections  by  Monday 
morning  at  the  very  latest. 

You  will  notice  that  there  has  been  a very 
slight  trim  made  for  mechanical  reasons — 
space  is  very  tight  in  that  particular 
Magazine . 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

itllCi - 

Adele  Zeidm^n 

Secretary  to  Lewis  Bergman 

Mr.  William  Fisher,  Jr. 

Director  of  Public  Information 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  West  16th  Street 
New  York  11,  New  York 


By  Messenger 


COPY 


9o»0  fac£i\n~r> 
[£U  ielut^c-^ 


Mr.  Elmer  H.  Dobst 

Warner  Lambert  Pharmaceutical  Co., 

113  West  18th  Street 
New  York,  11,  N.Y, 

Dear  Mr.  Bobsti 

As  you  have  warmly  befriended  Hele 
time  and  I know  that  she  feels  very  close  t 
today  on  a matter  which  has  been  of  deep  col 


As  you  know,  many  years  ago  Mrs.  A. 
Helen's  "Teacher,"  in  her  anxiety  for  Helen 
well-being,  requested  my  advice  as  to  insur: 
Helen,  when  "Teacher"  would  no  longer  be  wi- 
lt was  thus  that  in  1932  we  arrange 
ship,  which  at  tr.  t time  consisted  of  my  go<; 
D.  Gibson  and  Mr.  Wm.  Ziegler,  Jr.  — and  nyi 


Kdte/ou,  ^ — 

A f 


Since  Mr.  Gibsnn's  passing  on,  Mr.  James  S.  Adams 
has  taken  his  piece.. 


Recently,  Helen  has  been  troubled  as  to  what  might 
happen  to  Polly  Thomson  in  the  event  of  Helen's  decease,  hoping 
that  arrangements  might  be  made  to  secure  for  Polly  and  her  ai fairs, 
such  friendly  interest  as  Helen's  Trustees  have  evidenced  on  Helen  s 
behalf. 

A few  days  ago,  we  three  Trustees  — Mr*  W®*  Ziegler, 

Jr.,  and  .Mr.  James  S.  Adams  and  I — met  and  discussed  fully  both 
Helen's  and  Polly's  situation.  Their  financial  affairs  have  been 
satisfactorily  arranged,  in  great  measure  thanks  to  you,  and  taere 
is  no  problem  on  that  score  at  present. 

We  concluded,  however,  that  it  would  please  Helen  and 
relieve  her  anxiety,  if  we  invited  you  .and  Miss  Katherine  Cornell 
and  Dr.  C.  F.  Dixon  of  the  Mayo  Clinic  to  join  us  as  Trustees,  to 
guard  Helen's  and  Polly's  future  interests,  and  I shall  be  nappy  to 
hear  from  you  whether  you  would  care  to  undertake  such  a Trusteeship 


^ 'fturug 
old  fhJu^ 

OuCU  'Sa.  'fi-CXiA  OUC/ 
Cfci€D\-  — 9o 

l&f-  ^ 

luu.0  -ffiPcAlU* 
(°(urus  udc/  c d*ru^_ 
i>  - (»&  L Hd u-  ^ ^ 

Oacx  t^5  ^ hlcoOi  U-/  p 

p^lfwUoCtl  - (kcdr^ , 
Vau-rJft^AorGo 
0*Ci JJ&C&S>fouty i 

%Pa'! 


COPY 


Sept.  26,  1955 

Mr.  Elmer  H.  Bobst 

Werner  Lambert  Pharmaceutical  Co., 

113  West  18th  Street 
% New  York,  11,  N.Y. 

Dear  Mr.  Bobsti 

As  you  have  warmly  befriended  Helen  Keller  for  some 
time  and  I know  that  she  feels  very  close  to  you,  I am  writing  you 
today  on  a matter  which  has  been  of  deep  concern  to  her. 

As  you  know,  many  years  ago  Mrs.  Anne  Sullivan  Kacy, 

Helen's  "Teacher,"  in  her  anxiety  for  Helen's  future  welfare  and 
well-being,  requested  my  advice  as  to  insuring  protective  care  for 
Helen,  when  "Teacher"  would  no  longer  be  with  her. 

It  was  thus  that  in  1932  we  arranged  for  a Trustee- 
ship, which  at  t t time  consisted  of  my  good  friends,  Mr.  Harvey 
D.  Gibson  and  Mr.  Wm.  Ziegler,  Jr.  — and  myself. 

Since  Mr.  Gibson's  passing  on,  Mr.  James  S.  Adams 
has  taken  his  piece.. 

Recently,  Helen  has  been  troubled  as  to  what  might 
happen  to  Polly  Thomson  in  the  event  of  Helen's  decease,  hoping 
that  arrangements  might  be  made  to  secure  for  Polly  and  her  affairs, 
such  friendly  interest  as  Helen's  Trustees  have  evidenced  on  Helen's 
behalf. 


A few  days  ago,  we  three  Trustees  — Mr.  Wm.  Ziegler, 

Jr.,  and  .Mr,.  James  S.  Ad-sms  and  I — met  and  discussed  fully  both 
Helen's  and  Polly's  situation.  Their  financial  affairs  have  been 
satisfactorily  arranged,  in  great  measure  thanks  to  you,  and  there 
is  no  problem  on  that  score  at  present. 

We  concluded,  however,  that  it  would  please  Helen  and 
relieve  her  anxiety,  if  we  invited  you  and  Miss  Katherine  Cornell 
and  Dr.  C.  F.  Dixon  of  the  Mayo  Clinic  to  join  us  as  Trustees,  to 
guard  Helen's  and  Polly's  future  interests,  and  I shall  be  happy  to 
hear  from  you  whether  you  would  care  to  undertake  suc/i  a Trusteeship, 


Page  - 2 - 


For  years  — and  more  so  since  Polly* a recent  ill- 
nesses, — we  three  Trustees  have  been  disturbed  over  the  fact  that 
Polly  does  not  have  an  understudy. 

Helen  would,  indeed,  be  lost  without  someone  in 
residence  who  could  communicate  with  her  by  manual  alphabet,  inter- 
preting tne  drily  news  and  incoming  mail,  assisting  her  in  personal 
matters  of  grooming,  etc.  etc.  etc. 

Ve  trust,  therefore,  that  the  proposed  new  Trustees 
will  join  us  in  prevailing  upon  Polly  to  secure  someone  to  assist 
her,  as  it  were,  hoping  that  this  young  woman  would  gradually  acquire 
the  ability  to  serve  Helen,  in  so  far  as  anyone  but  Polly  could  pos- 
sibly do  so.  We  all  feel,  of  course,  that  there  is  only  one  Polly, 

Looking  forward  to  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you, 
and  with  warm  personal  regards,  believe  me 

Sincerely  yours, 

(signed)  M.  C.  Migel 

Chairman 

Board  of  Trustees 


Poem  compused  oy  Shri  Prabnakar  Kamik,  Blind  Inmate, 
on  Dr.  (Miss)  HejJi  Keiier. 

Translated  by  Miss  Sindhu  Ranadive. 


To  ai  1 tne  handicapped  m tne  Worxa,  Helen,  you  are  j.ike  a mother. 
You  are  tne  perernax  spring  of  Purity  and  Bliss. 

Deprived  ox  tne  power  o±'  speech,  hearing  and  sight, 

You  are  yet  the  store-house  oi'  profuse  knowledge  and  wisdom. 

My  heart  yearns  to  have  a look  at  you, 

But  I am  helpless!  God  has  made  me  sightless  1 ! 

By  the  toucn  oi  your  feet  tms  Home  of  ours  has  become  bxessed. 

And  you  have  brougnt  us, Blind,  cheer  and  happiness. 

The  tides  oi  brignt  future  are  raising  hign  m my  mind, 

And  I f eex  that  there  is  ocean  oi  hope  and  happiness  for  us. 

My  life  like  a broken  lyre  still  produces  sweet  melody, 

And  brings  out  nope  oi  tiappmess  and  prosperity. 

You,  tne  goiaen-chain,  are  descended  irom  Heaven, 

To  strralgthen  tne  ties  of  love  and  friendship  between  the  countries 
' ox  Nehru  and  Hover. 

Your  writings  have  given  great  inspiration  to  the  Blind, 

And  with  your  wonderful  talents  you  have  won  boundless  fame  in  one 

world. 


UW«_ 


Your  lire/ a flower  nas  filled  this  World  with  fragrance, 

I, the  Blind  of  N.S.D.  bow  to  you,  Helen!  Accept  my  humble  homage. 

My  mind  has  fallen  under  the  spell  of  your  priceless  principles  and 

philosophies  of  life, 

I bow  to  you  again!  Please  accept  my  humbxe  respects  ! 1 I,  a Blind 
f-rowA.ii*  India  bow  to  you  thousand  times  again!  1 1 


x 


Notes  on  the  Letter  re  Elizabeth  Gurley  Flynn 


1st  paragraph.  There  Is  no  reason  for  Helen  to  deeply  appreciate 
the  letter  from  Mr.  Carpenter  or  any  one  else  and  the  letter  Is 
not  "noble  and  magnanimous. 

2.  The  talks  may  have  been  occasional,  but  I am  sure  they  were 
fervid.  And  wasn't  It  at  the  time  of  the  Lawrence  strike  that 
Helen  first  met  her?  I don't  now  the  answer  to  this.  And 
incidentally  I am  glad  Helen  did  not  bring  Teacher  into  it. 
Teacher  has  lost  connection  with  Flynn  by  the  time  I knew  her, 
though  not  with  Joe  Ettor  and  some  of  the  others.  And  Helen  did 
not  mention  Flynn  in  MIDSTREAM. 

3.  To  say  that  she  has  heard  nothing  of  Elizabeth's  activities 
since  those  long  ago  days  can  hardly  be  true;  if  it  is  it  means 
that  Helen  has  not  "kept  up"  as  she  claims  and  it  is  certainly 
one  in  the  eye  for  the  publications  for  the  blind  if  there  has 
been  no  mention  of  Flynn  anywhere,  i 

4.  hether  the  message  is  public  or  private  is  a minor  detail. 
The  message  is  the  same  either  way  and  ignorance  of  the  Smith 
Act  is  no  excuse  and  to  plead  this  is  a serious  reflection  on 
Helen's  intelligence. 


Keith  and  I have  gone  over  the  letter  as  carefully  as  we  know 
how  and  I have  made  a draft  which  goes  to  you  with  this.  Helen 
must  speak  strongly  and  without  saying  anything  that  can  be 
mislnterprted. 


c 


F 


0 
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University  College, 

Leicester,  England 
October,  1955 

Dear  Kiss  Keller, 

The  publishers  Adam  and  Charles  Black  of  London  have  asked 
me  to  write  a 3tory  of  your  life  for  young  girls  of  about  12  to  16. 
I wonder  if  you  will  allow  me  to  do  this,  and  to  quote  some  of  your 
own  words  here  and  there. 

Reading  your  books  ha3  been  a great  pleasure,  and  I will 
do  my  ^"st  to  pass  on  to  young  readers  the  inspiration  you  give  to 
us  all.  Host  especially  do  you  earn  perennial  human  gratitude  for 
all  you  have  done  and  are  doing  for  the  deaf  and  the  blind,  hardly 
less  for  wise  and  beautiful  books  such  as  "Out  of  the  Dark". 

lours  sincerely  and  humbly. 


Anne  Tibbie 


r 


lLL.t_n 


Am  hen/j^ 


Miss  Anna  Tibbie 

University  College 

Leicester,  England 


December  9,  19E# 


-K\ 


V 


’"'ear  Kiss  Tibbie, 

This  is  to  acknowledge  your  letter  full  of 


appreciation  of  ay  bocks  for  which  I thank  you  warmly. 

I ara  quite  willing  for  you  to  write  a story 
about  mb  for  young  girls. 

I am  especially  glad  that  you  like  "C^it  of 

the  Dark".  

With  cordial  greetings,  I asi, 

Sinceraly  yours, 

\ 1 

, / ’}  , ■ !;  1 
V i : s.  • 

/ 


The  BOWER  MANUFACTURING  CO. 


MANUFACTURERS  OF  BOWER  SPECIALTIES 

June  1*+,  1956o 


PHONE  3-1774 


1019-1021  SOUTH  10th  STREET 

GOSHEN,  INDIANA 


Dr.  Norman  Vincent  Peale 
Editorial  Office 
Carnegie  Bldg., 

345  E.  46th.  Street 
New  York  17,  New  York 

Dear  Dr.  Peale: 

I am  wondering,  Dr.  Peale,  if  some  arrangements  could 
he  made  that  I re-print  the  article  in  your  last  issue 
of  “Guideposts" , regarding  Helen  Keller.  Of  course  I 
would  give  credit,  regarding  "Guideposts11  „ 

I am  getting  out  my  first  issue,  entitled,  “The  Coin 
Saver" , which  is  a house  organ  put  out  by  The  Bower 
Manufacturing  Company  and  this  will  go  to  25,000  Bankers 
and  Building  and  Loan  Associations. 

I like  very,  very  much  the  article  regarding  Helen 
Keller  and  I think  it  would  do  a lot  of  good  to  get 
this  before  more  readers  and  it  won't  hurt  25,000 
Bankers  to  read  this. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  and  with  kindest  respects,  I 
remain 


Yours  very  truly, 

THE  BOWER  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY 

Frank  Bower 


FB  :eg 


Telephone.  WAtkins  4-0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BUND.  INC. 

15  WEST  16th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  11.  N.  Y. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


October  17,  1956 


Mr.  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 

Hemphill,  Noyes  and  Co. 

1 $ Broad  Street 
Mew  Torlc,  Mew  York 

Dear  Jan: 

This  is  to  report  the  reactions  of  some  of  ns  to  a reading  of  the  script  for  THE  STORY 
OF  ESTH.  d COSTELLO  which  was  supplied  to  us  through  you  by  Mr.  Spingold  of  Columbia 
Pictures  Corp.  I might  say  that  there  has  not  been  time  to  secure  a reading  of  the 
script  by  Mrs.  Henney  whcm,  as  you  know,  is  probably  the  best  informed  student  of  the 
life  of  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  and  Helen  Keller,  and  there  has  not  been  time  to  secure  a 
reading  by  Miss  Kathryn  F.  Gruber  who  participated  in  Hie  discussions  with  Mr.  Miller 
and  Mr.  Kaufman  when  the,,  visited  us  some  weeks  ago.  nevertheless,  same  of  us  have 
managed  to  read  the  entire  story  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  our  comments  and 
suggestions. 

Generally  speaking,  the  film  version  of  THE  STORY  OF  ESTH  R COSTELLO  as  it  promises  to 
be  from  a reading  of  the  script,  is  certainly  a great  deal  better  in  tone  and  detail 
than  the  original  book.  It  shows  evidence  that  the  writers  and  producers  have  made  a 
genuine  effort  to  turn  the  story  into  a positive  and  constructive  drama  rather  than  a 
negative  and  vicious  satire.  Whether  the  final  product,  will  actually  be  a great  film 
story  is,  of  course,  beyond  our  realm  of  comment,  but  we  do  think  that  it  definitely 
has  strong  points  in  that  direction. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  minor  details  it  now  appears  that  the  film  version  of 
Esther  Costello* s life  and  Mrs.  Landi's  sponsorship  of  her  do  not  parallel  the  bi- 
ography of  Helen  Keller  and  Anne  Sullivan  Macy.  Those  who  know  the  story  of  Helen 
Keller  at  all  well  will  find  a suggestion  of  her  in  the  new  plot  treatment,  but  we 
suppose  this  is  inevitable  as  a result  of  the  use  of  a deaf-blind  girl,  especially 
since  that  deaf-blind  irl  and  her  guardian  make  public  a pearances  to  raise  money  on 
behalf  of  the  blind.  It  is  in  this  regard  that  we  have  the  greatest  concern  about  the 
film.  The  ackrdtted  deception  of  the  ublic  by  the  lady's  husband  and  his  promoter 
friend  is,  in  our  opinion,  overdone  and  definitely  should  somehow  be  softened.  Mrs. 
Land!,  because  of  her  desire  to  keep  her  husband,  permits  herself  to  be  a part  to  the 
deception  and  diversion  of  funds  for  an  exceedingly  long  period  of  time,  and  even  in 
seme  ways  makes  the  otherwi:  e innocent  Esthar  a party  to  the  deception  as  well.  For 
example,  there  is  a scene  in  which  Mrs.  Land!  is  rehearsing  Esther  on  cues  which  she 
will  recognize  during  public  appearances,  so  at  the  proper  moment  a simple  signal  to 
the  girl  will  cause  her  to  smile  at  the  audience,  stretch  out  her  arms  in  pleading 
fashion,  etc.  Vie  would  recomend  that  this  scene  be  dropped  entirely  since  it  is  at 
least  one  place  where  Mrs.  Landi  and  Esther  are  definitely  helping  her  evil  husband 
to  'milk  the  public’'.  We  do  not  think,  unless  the  acting  and  dramatic  treatment  does 
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more  than  the  script  itself  suggests,  that  Mrs.  Landi 's  final  wrecking  of  the  whole 
miserable  campaign  and  her  intent  to  kill  her  husband  sufficiently  tells  the  audience 
that  she  and  Esther  were  not  parties  to  the  deception.  In  other  words,  we  cannot 
help  but  believe  that  all  too  many  movie-goers,  already  bombarded  by  news  breaks  about 
phony  rackets  in  this  country,  will  actually  believe  that  the  efforts  of  well  known 
agencies  for  the  blind,  such  as  ours,  are  dishonest,  and  if  they  associate  the  story 
at  all  with  the  efforts  of  Helen  ^eller  they  will  think  that  the  movie  is  based  on 
fact.  I am  confidant  that  the  producers  do  not  believe  this  to  be  true  and  certainly 
would  hope  that  their  film  would  not  cause  mistrust  of  genuine  fund-raising  programs. 

We  would  like  to  earnestly  request,  t.  elimination  of,  in  the  build  nip  of  Esther’s 
campaign,  the  use  of  the  phrase  - ‘’The  Esther  Costello  Fund''.  A rather  large  segment 
of  the  American  public  is  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Helen  Keller  Fund  which  is 
the  Foundation's  own  and  exlusive  financial  core.  This  is  a very  serious  point. 

We  wonder  too  if  in  the  process  of  cutting  the  producers  could  eliminate  some  of  the 
rather  IjLa tent  promotional  techniques  such  as  the  organizing  and  operating  of  the 
Esther  Costello  Club  Girls  in  Uniform.  If  possible,  we  think  such  deletion  might 
relieve  the  film  of  at  least  part  of  its  rather  staggering;  satire  of  American  fund- 
raising practices. 

We  have  two  constructive  suggestions  in  the  vein  of  the  foregoing  comments.  We  believe 
that  there  are  at  least  two  places  in  the  script  where  the  actual  name  of  Helen  Keller 
could  be  mentioned.  Since  the  script  is  full  of  contemporary  references,  it  would  seen 
perfectly  plausible  if  the  head  of  the  school  to  which  Esther  is  taken  would  use  a 
passing  reference  to  uelen  teller  by  name  when  he  s encouraging  Mrs.  Land!  in  her 
rather  dramatic  determination  to  teach  Esther  to  read.  Again  on  page  90,  to  be  specific, 
when  Mrs.  Landi  is  talking  of  sending  Esther  to  college,  she  states  "Others  have  done 
iti"  and  she  could  again  use  the  inspiration  of  the  life  of  Helen  Keller  to  emphasize 
the  point.  This  overt  reference  to  Miss  Keller  might  be  a positive  way  of  further 
removing  the  possible  association  of  tine  film  story  with  Miss  Keller's  own  public  ac- 
tivities. We  also  think  that  Esther's  own  climaxing  speech  at  the  very  end  of  the 
script  could  be  made  more  positive.  We  would  advise  the  deletion  of  her  rather  naive 
use  of  the  cliche  of  darkness,  for  example.  She  also  could  say  a little  more  of  a 
public  education  nature  about  the  need  for  support  of  properly  operated  schools  and 
agencies  for  all  the  handicapped  as  well  as  the  blind.  I am  not  suggesting  that  this 
become  a stuffy  advertising  plug,  but  think  it  definitely  can  be  made  a more  intelligent 
statement  than  it  is  now. 

With  reference  again  to  parallels  to  the  life  of  Helen  Keller,  and  if  it  is  not  too 
late,  we  believe  that  the  preoccupation  with  Connecticut  and  New  England  still  is  an 
unconscious  reflection  at  Miss  Keller's  life.  We  would  suggest,  if  possible,  the 
placing  of  the  Atlantic  Institute  for  the  Deaf-Blind  somewhere  other  than  Connecticut, 
even  if  it  i6  simply  Long  Island,  New  Jersey,  or  anywhere  other  than  a place  with  a 
New  England  connotation.  Mrs.  Landi  also  seems  to  assume  later  in  the  picture  that 
Esther  will  go  to  college  in  New  England.  This  probably  is  simply  a coincidence  bat 
is  mention  d as  one  of  our  minor  comments. 

We  also  recomend  strongly  an  behalf  at  British  interests  that  Mrs.  Imv  reference 
to  the  Brighton  Federation  for  the  Blind  be  deleted.  *t  is  the  scene  in  wnich  she  is 
telling  the  girl's  nurse  that  if  anyone  needs  to  reach  her  she  can  be  reached  at  such 
a place.  It  so  happens  that  there  is  an  organization  in  and  around  Brighton  wh-ch 
might  legitimately  object  to  the  implication  that  it  was  involvec:  in  a fund-raising 
racket. 
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We  would  like  to  compliment  the  directors  and  writers  on  having  done  a very  good  job 
in  the  actual  handling  of  the  girl's  education  - both  personal  grooming  and  schooling. 
The  techniques  seem  to  be  quite  valid  and  are  among  the  picture's  more  constructive 
aspects. 

There  are  many  other  comments  we  might  make  but  I think  the  foregoing  will  serve  to 
give  those  who  are  working  on  the  film  ver  honest  and  sincere  suggestions.  We  do  not 
think  that  our  opinion  unould  be  written  off  as  simply  the  subjective  worries  of  one 
agency's  personnel.  The  entire  subject  of  promotion  for  the  blind  in  the  United 
States  is  so  thoroughly  confused  by  the  stereo!  pe  ideas  of  newspa  ;er,  radio  and 
television  writers  that  we  were  somewhat  disappointed  to  find  that  THE  ESTHER  C05TFLL0 
STCRY  has  a rather  serious  potential  for  further  demoralisation  of  blind  people 
themselves  as  well  as  agencies  which  are  trying  to  raider  proper  services. 

We  will  be  happy  to  discuss  these  details  with  anyone  at  any  time. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


cc  - Mrs.  Nella  Henney  t-"' 
Mr.  Eric  T.  Boulter 
Miss  Kathem  F.  Gruber 


A & C CLACK  LTD 

PUULISHERS  ESTAB.1807 

TELEGRAMS  BIDLOS  • RATH  LONDON 
TELEPHONE- CERRARD  5788  (2  LINES) 


4-5&6  SOHO  SQ.IIARE 

LONDON  \V1 


P/JDN 

Miss  iflella  Braddy  Henney, 
Foss  Mountain, 

Snouville , 

Hew  Hampshire,  USA 


Dear  ; iadam, 


MELLA  BRADDY  H 
COLLECTION 


.'EY 


ueot ember  1957 


\TERTOWM 


\,e  thank  you  lor  your  letter  01  22nd  August  ana.  we  a-*,  a scTxf 
that  the  short  biography  of  Miss  Helen  Keller  by  Professor  -J . ■>. 
Tibbie  and  Mrs  Anne  Tibbie  does  not  meet  with  miss  Keller's 
approval  nor  your  own. 

All  that  we  pay  on  the  jacket  of  the  book  is  that  vne  authors 
"have  chosen  to  write  a life  of  particular  interest  to ^ them,  and 
have  done  so  with  Miss  Keller's  approval".  Our  authority  for 
this  statement  was  a letter  written  to  ' rs  Tibbie  from  ..estporo 
on  9th  December  1955  and  signed  by  Miss  Keller,  a copy  ox  vn icn 
I enclose.  As  you  will  see,  this  letter  explicitly  gives  -Llss 
Keller's  approval  of  the  intention  to  write  the  book. 

Yours  sincerely, 


V 


COPY  of  a letter  from  Miss  Helen  Keller,  .ircan  Ridge, 
Westport,  Connecticut,  USA,  to  Mrs  Anne  Tilble, 
University  College,  Leicester. 


December  1955 


Dear  Miss  Tibbie, 

This  is  to  acknowledge  your  letter  full  of 
appreciation  of  my  books  for  which  I thank  you  warmly. 

I am  quite  willing  for  you  to  write  a story 
about  me  for  young  girls.  However  it  will  be 
necessa.r,y  for  you  to  get  permission  from  my  publisher 
Do  able  day  Sc  Company,  14-  West  49th  Street,  Hew  York, 
N.Y. , for  any  reprint  that  you  may  require  from  any 
of  my  books . 

I am  especially  glad  that  you  like  "Out  of 
the  Dark". 

With  cordial  greetings,  I am, 

Sincerely  yours, 

(signed)  Helen  Keller. 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary 


JANSEN  NOYES,  JR  . Treasurer 


•GEORGE  f 


Vice 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y.  • WATKINS  i-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 

Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  <ELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


NELLA  BRADDY  HENNEY 


w*tertov 


September  6,  1957 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


Polly  has  asked  me  to  send  you  the  enclosed  copies  of 
letters.  I am  sorry  we  didn't  get  hold  of  them  sooner  to 
save  you  the  trouble  of  writing  to  England, 

I do  hope  the  weather  has  not  turned  too  cold  and  that 
you  are  feeling  somewhat  better. 


Kindest  regards  and  best  wishes. 


EDS/h 

Enc. 


Sincerely  yours,  . 

Evelyn  Davidson  Seide 
Personal  Secretary  to 
Mis  speller 


>Pr«!tfen 


December  9,  1955 


Miss  Anna  Tibbie 
University  College 
Leicester,  England 

Dear  Miss  Tibbie: 

Thi3  is  to  acknowledge  your  letter  full  of  appreciation 
of  ray  books  for  which  I thank  you  warmly. 

I an  quite  willing  for  you  to  write  a story  about  me  for 
young  girls. 

I am  especially  glad  that  you  like  '’Out  of  the  Dark”. 
Vlith  cordial  greetings,  I am. 


Sincerely  your3. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC  75  MADISON  AVCNUP.,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  S-5J00 


January  7,  1958 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  December  24th 
letter.  It's  wonderful  news  that  you  report 
on  Helen.  I'm  so  lad  the  tumor  was  benign. 
I’m  happy  too  to  know  that  Polly  is  making- 
progress,  even  though  it  is  a long  pull. 

I'm  sure  that  the  18  days  in  the  hospital 
must  have  been  a nerve -racking  experience 
for  you,  but  you  have  a way  of  drawing 
something  from  every  legitimate  experience 
and  I'm  sure  that  the  glorious  part  of  the 
experience  you  refer  to  w as  rewarding-. 


K<?n  MtOormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


McC:sw 


D0UBI  EDAY  & COM-NY-  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  VOKK  22 

MURRAY  HILL  8-jjoo 


January  15,  1958 


Would  you  be  so  good  as  to  tell  the  girls 
that  we  have  sold  TEACHER  in  Portuguese 
rights  to  Editora  Fundo  de  Cultura  S A 
The  advance  is  $100,  with  royalties  of  6% 
on  the  first  3,  000,  8%  on  the  next  3,  000 
and  10%  thereafter.  It  will  be  published 
within  twelve  months. 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
HI  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


McCrsw 


oat.,  Feb.  22 

luck  sp i0d.  Anns  Banprof  + • ^ — 

last  night.  Her  acting  impressed  us“S  n Valf-h°ur  W 
understand  Bill's  in=n-^+ori<  . "J  “s  f^aw^ess  - 1 can 
read  the  articles  ^ ® °n  her  md  none  other.  We 

New  forker...  f>!nas°re  falkins  the 

that  we  are  end  vina  fld  m°St  others  can't  believe 

our  places  Sf  u "r“tei*  30  we'H  Just  have  to  take 

experienced  our  "first'  ^b^n-f17- ??culiar*  Now  that  we  h ve 
to  wonder  wh,t  happens  Pm  ^^.ing 

vfestport  on  Thurs.  u.u  u!  ! J J J gT.  to.S^  to 

, , , * ■>  Ui.  t lOlly  IS  h ..V3Jl=r 

better  days.  , ° 

_ wine cn  v>«hit  does  an  iceman  look 

like?)  Love  to  you’ both  and  1 .._ih  LOU  JZR.:  HIRE. 


[<*xL 
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( THIS  SIDE  OF  CARD  IS' FOR  ADDRESS^ 


ni^;CTT?T:r.i 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

111  -’if tii  -o.j 

Gardin  Jit,.,  New  Icxi. 


Dear  Nella  - 


I enjoyed  your  article  on  Helen,  which  I return  here- 
with because  you  must  be  limited  on  copies}  you  are  really  a fine  writer 
(I  am  getting  your  book  practically  by  heart,  this  time),  and  I hope 
you  someday  get  se  bored  with  everyday  life  that  you  write  something 
again,  say  Memories  of  a Georgia  Childhood,  or  I Married  A f-tyateryj 
however  I suspect  it  takes  a big  subjecti>to  which  you  are  devoted  to 
entice  you  into  that  slavery.  Anyway,  thank  you. 

But  if  you’re  such  a fine  writer,  where  is  my  new  title? 

I have  about  twenty,  all  so  bad  I don’t  tell  them  to  a.  soul. 

As  for  Helen's  being  a phenomenon,  I would  say  two 
things.  First,  no  one  knows  what  happens  to  the  radiant  mind  of  the 
child}  around  puberty  it  dulls  over,  and  I'm  not  sure  any  judgment  on 
Helen  the  adult  truly  reflects  what  she  was  a s a child.  Secondly,  I 
watched  the  "stars"  (they  call  them  that)  at  Perkins,  and  I do  believe 
Helen  was  out  of  their  class,  from  what  I read  in  Annie's  letters.  I 
repeat,  as  a child;  certainly  nothing  I have  read  of  Helen's  as  an  adult 
strikes  me  with  its  singularity  as  does  what  I read  of  Annie's,  but  that 
is  not  the  comparison  I intended  to  make.  I saw  a boy  of  19  who  has 
been  at  Perkins  for  two  years,  and  now  jumps  when  he  gets  the  word 
"jump";  but  Helen  at  7,  after  one  year  of  Annie,  was  writing  letters I 
Now  even  taking  into  account  the  genius  and  2ii“hour~a~day  devotion  of 
the  teacher,  that  quality  of  receptivity  in  the  pupil  was  I thiruc 
phenomenal.  Perhaps  the  initial  endowment  was  extraordinary}  perhaps 
it  was  only  normal,  and  brought  to  a white  heat  by  the  years  of  de- 
privation; but  the  hunger  for  knowledge  must  have  been  like  nothing 
I saw  at  Perkins  (only  a momentary  view,  of  course)  in  those  sixes 
and  sevens. 


This  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  play,  which  remains  in 
its  approach  wl\at  it  was.  I think  it's  richer,  first  in  authentic  material 
about  Annie's  background,  worked  in  from  your  book,  and  secondly  in 
fictional  material  characterising  the  family  members  on  the  basis  of 
what  you  have  said  and  written  about  them.  I am  hoping  this  will  not 
constitute  a problem  for  you  and  Helen,  but  it  is  a necessary  cement 
to  hold  the  stage  action,  which  I didn't  need  when  I had  a camera. 

You  will  see  the  first  two  acts  soon:  Fred  wants  them  without  waiting 
for  the  third,  because  he  has  to  show  something  both  to  get  a theatre 
and  to  get  actors  for  the  supporting  parts,  and  he  wants  to  move  on  both 
as  soon  as  I can  get  sufficient,  material  to  him. 

I do  trust  my  self-communions,  though,  and  I am  tempted 
to  put  as  a motto  in  front  of  the  play  the  sentence  of  Annie's  you 
quote:  "The  truth  of  a matter  is  not  what  I tell  you  about  it,  but 


what  you  divine  in  regard  to  it«"  On  one  point  I found  some  confirmation 
at  Perkins  which  pleased  me:  I' re  always  known  inside,  from  myself,  that, 
khatever  poise  and  authority  Annie  had  when  you  knew  her,  she  must  have 
been  very  shaky  socially  when  she  went  to  Tuscurabia,  and  I've  been  writing 
little  counsels  to  the  director  and  actress  along  this  line  in  the  stage- 
business;  I even  wrote  a line  where  Annie  promises  Anag/tnos  to  be  "lady- 
like" there;  so  I was  delighted  to  find  among  the  Perkins  letters  one 
from  Anagnos  assuring  Keller  with  the  same  word  that  Miss  Sullivan  would 
prove  "ladylike ",  and  one  from  Annie  to  Anagnos  telling  of  a frAAnd  she'd 
made  there  but  saying  that  as  he  knew  her  background  was  such  as  not  to 
let  her  "feel  at  ease  with  society  people "6 


Well,  back  to  it.  Our  warm  greetings  to  you  and  Keith  - 


MO-345 


FRED  COE 


April  15,  1959 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  5th  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Mr.  Coe  has  asked  me  to  send  you  the 
enclosed  copy  of  William  Gibson’s 
play,  THE  DELIVERERS . 


Yours  very  truly. 


A 


/ 


\/ 

Joan  A.  Kent 
Secretary  to  Fred  Coe 


Enclosure 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
April  17,  1959 


Pear  Miss  Kent' 


The  manuscript  of 

THE  DELIVERERS  by  VI 111am  Gibson  reached 
me  yesterday.  Thank  you  very  much. 

Sincerely , 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 


Miss  Joan  A.  Kent 
Secretary  to  Mr.  Fred  Coe 
CBS 

485  Madison  Ave. 

New  York 


WESTERN  UNION  # f 

SSPVI1  B HYA029  DL  PD  VINEYARD  HAVEN  MASS  29  9I5AME 
URS  KEITH  HENNY  RITZ  CARLTON 
BOSTON  MASS 

DEAREST  NELLA-HOW  I WISH  | WERE  IN  BOSTON  EOR  TONIGHT  FROM 
ALL  I HEAR  YOU  ALREADY  HAVE  A SMASH  HIT,  BUT  MY  FINGERS  WILL 
BE  CROSSED  NONETHELESS  AND  I AM  WISHING  EVERYTHING  WONDERFUL 
FOR  YOU  AND  HELEN  AND  WILL  GIBBON  KIT  IS  DOING  THE  SAME  AT 
PETER  ROCK.  ILL  TRY  TO  CALL  YOU  TOMORROW,  MEANWHILE  ALL  LOVE 
AND  LUCK 

NANCY,  1R59SFP  ?5  AM  10  43 


1270  (1-51) 
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THE  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  UNIVERSITY 

WASHINGTON  6,  D.  C. 

7 December  195>9 

OFFICE  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


The  Right  Reverend  Angus  Dun 
Bishop  o?  Washington 
1702  Rhode  Island  Avenue,  H.  W. 
Washington  6,  D.  C, 


ffy  dear  3ishop  Dun: 

Mrs.  Philip  Sidney  Smith,  formerly  of  Washington,  D.C.,  but 
now  living  at  1957  Avondale  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  phoned  me 
yesterday  in  an  endeavor  to  find  out. 

1 If  the  burial  urn  is  still  available  at  the  Cathedral  for 
' the  deposit  of  the  ashes  of  HELEN  KELLER  - when  needed. 

Mrs.  Smith  purchased  the  second  *»»£  **“  ShP 

bought  the  urn  for  the  ashes  of  ANNE  SULLI.AN  flACY. 

2 If  the  ashes  of  POLLY  THOMSON,  who  worked  with  and  succeeded 
Mrs.  Macy  as  the  companion  of  Helen  Keller,  could  be  deposited 
with  those  of  Mrs.  Macy  and  Miss  Keller  in  the  Cathedral  - 

at  the  or oner  time. 

Mrs.  Nella  Braddv  Kenney  (Mrs.  Keith  Penney,  111  Eifth  otreot. 
Garden  City,  Long  Island,  N.Y.,  the  biographer  of  Mrs.  idacy)  and  , 
SSI  Smith  are  the  closest  friends  of  Keller,  and  they  both  nave 

worked  and  helped  Miss  Keller  and  Miss  Thomson  In  arrangingtheir 
personal  affairs.  'Miss  Thomson  has  been  sick  for  many  months  and  sin 
last  week  has  been  in  a hospital  in  Bridgeport,  with  a broken  hip  and 

unable  to  communicate  with  Mrs.  Penney.  ias  Ke  -■  r .nth  "which 

to.  Henney  and  to.  Smith  am  try±ns  to  no. pr.blM.  ritt! 

they  may  bn  faced.  They  cannot  find  out  If  mas  Thomson  has  written 
about  the  above  two  matters . 

Mrs.  Smith  appealed  to  me  as  a close  friend  in  Washington. 
Mrs.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Henney  would  be  grateful  if  you  would  c°  ^ 

with  Mrs.  Smith  about  the  above  two  matters  so  that  they  may 
to  proceed  when  circumstances  require. 

Sincerely, 


John  Ftursell  Mason 
Librarian  and  Curator  of  Art 


I 


After  talkinr'  with  one  of  our  Deane,  who  phoned  the  Business  Manager  of  the 
Cathedral , 

I phoned  Dean  Sayre- S',  office  uatobhe  the  advice  of  the  Business  Manager 

.0  .a  ,3  HOTDWIH2AW  _ . , 

« qovr,  (fhP  Dean  of  the  Cathedral')  was  not  in,  but  his  very  pleasant  and 
^erSve  ^cretSy  suggested  that  I v rite  to  the  Bishop,  as  he  was  Chairman 

which  is  meeting  at  the  address  in  UP  letter  on 


Of  the  iSSTSSlSS  Which  is  meeting  at  the  address  in  W W on 
Sednesda^"  December  9th.  The  Secretary  is  phoning  the  Bishop's  Secretary 
make  sure  that  she  knows  o?  the  natter  and  wall  oe  expecting  the  letter. 
That  should  produce  an  answer! 


to 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  ^K  575  madison  avenue,  new  york  22  - Murray  hiu 


Gear  Helen: 

I hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  we  have  made  arrange- 
ments to  issue  TEACHER  through  the  imprint  of  Dolphin  Books 
at  95^. 

Their  guarantee  is  $1,000  on  publication,  which  will  be  June, 
1960.  The  royalty  is  6%  domestic  and  4%  Canada  and  export. 

This  is  a reprint  so  the  money  will  be  divided  between  you 
and  Doubleday. 


KMcC:fs 

c.  c.  Mrs.  Nella  Henney 

Mi 3 s Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
RFD 

Westport 

Connecticut 


December  7,  1959 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


FI HOT  DRAFT 


HELEN  KELLKR  OTOHY 


L.S.  of  trees  and 
cocoanuts 

L.S.  of  HELEN  walking 
along  fence -way. 

PAN  over  to  front  of 
house. 

CLOS:i  IN  on 
front  door. 

C.O.  of  door  knocker. 

L.S.  HELEN  at  desk, 
reading  braille. 


HELEN  looks  up. 


C.O.  of  POLLY’S  feet  at 
the  door. 


M.L.S.  of  POLLY  as  she 
approaches  Helen.  The 
two  begin  conversing. 


MAIN  TITLE 

AND  CREDIT  LINES 

FLASH  in  over  SHOT  of  door 

and  knocker. 

NARRATORS 

You  are  looking  at  a very  famous 
woman.  She  is  Miss  Helen  Keller. 

She  does  not  see  you.  She  sits 
surrounded  by  light  but  sees  only 
darkness.  She  knows  a breeze  is 
coming  in  through  the  window, 
because  she  feels  it.  But  she  does 
not  hear  the  rustling  of  the  curtains. 
She  hears  nothing.  She  is  deaf.  - 
Deaf  and  blind. 

But  if  you  enter  the  room  she  will 
know  it. 

The  vibrations  of  your  step  will 
tell  her  you  are  coming. 

They  may  even  tell  her  who  you  are, 
if  you  are  a loved  friend,  like 
Polly  Thomson. 


HELTN  KKLLrh  DOCUMENTARY  FIIH 


\ , { 

^ V ** 

\oJ3X. 


L.S,  of  sky  through  branches 

CLOSER  S.  branches  with  half- 
cooonut  hanging  in  them.  Birds 
come  and  feed  from  coconut  and 
fly  away, 

L,S.  HELEN  walking  along  the 
fence -way. 

PAN  over  to  front  of  house 


CLOSER  VIEW  OP  HOUSE 
HELEN  and  POLLY  come  along 
walk  and  ENTER  house. 

C.U.  of  door  knocker  reading:  - 
•HELEN  KELLER' 

L.S.  HELEN  at  desk  reading 
Braille  book 


HELEN  looks  up 


MAIN  TITLE 

AND  CREDIT  LINES  PLASH  IN  over 
shot  of  house  and  succeeding  shots. 


NARRATOR:  - 

At  this  desk  sits  a very  remarkable 
woman.  She  is  Miss  Helen  Keller. 
She  does  not  see  the  desk,  - or  the 
book  that  she  is  reading.  She  sees 
nothing.  She  knows  a breeze  is 
coming  through  the  window,  because 
she  feels  it.  But  she  does  not 
hear  the  rustling  of  the  curtains. 
She  hears  nothing.  She  is  deaf.  -- 

Deaf  and  blind.  « 

'Hia. 

But  if  you  enter  « room  she  will 

n 

know  it. 

The  vibrations  of  your  step  will 


C.U,  of  POLLY'S  feet  orossing 
the  room 


tell  tier  you  are  coming 


r/L* 

U&LE /)  l i 
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r 
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At  this  de3k  sits  a vary  remarkable  woman.  Bhe  is  Hiss 
Helen  teller.  She  does  not  sae  the  desk,  - or  the  book 
that  she  is  reading.  She  seas  nothing.  She  knows  a 
breeze  is  comin,;  tnrough  the  window,  beoause  she  leels 
it.  but  she  does  not  hear  the  rustling  of  the  ourtaina. 
She  hecira  notning.  She  is  de«f.  — i-wal  and  blind. 


But  if  you  enter  a room  she  will  know  it. 

The  vibrations  of  your  step  will  tell  her  you  are  coming. 
/(‘LLY  f ' They  may  even  tell  her  who  you  are,  if  you  a:-®  a loved 

friend,  like  lolly  Thomson.  For  thirty-nine  years, 

Polly  Thomson  has  been  with  Helen  heller.  For  the  last 
seventeen  ys.rs,  she  has  been  Helen's  only  companion,  - 
her  eyes  and  ears  upon  the  world.  These  two  talk 
together  freely,  spelling  out  words  in  a finger  language, 
in  which  each  letter  is  represented  by  a sign  --  like  this. 

In  reaching  out  beyond  her  dark  and  soundless  world,  H Lr.N 
depends  most  on  touon. 

Two  other  senses  remain  to  her;  there  is  taate  and  there 
is  smell,  - to  help  identify  the  things  around  her,  to 
tell  her  wliat  mat,  rials  they  are  made  of  --  to  tell  pine 
from  mahogany,  to  tell  silver  from  iron. 
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Corrections 


Page  1.  Paragraph  3. 

She  talks  with  Helen  in  a finger  "system"  in  which  each  letter  has  a 
sign,  like  this. 

Page  1.  Paragraph  6. 

But  her  hand  is  her  "chief"  link  with  the  outer  world. 

The  end  of  the  same  paragraph  . 

This  isn't  strange,  as  she  has  not  heard  a word  "since  she  was  nine- 
teen months  old. 

Page  3.  Paragraph  3. 

Lea  ve  out  this  sentence:  In  Boston  four  years  at  a school  for  the  blind 
and  another  school  for  the  deaf.  I was  not  a pupil  of  the  Perkins 
Institution.  I took  only  a few  lessons  in  articulation  with  Sarah 
Fuller. 

Page  8,  paragraph  3. 

Hold  fast  to  the  ideals  your  teachers  have  planted  "in  your  hearts,"  etc 

Page  15,  paragraph  4-  Their  days  are  too  full  for  social  engage- 
ments. Lunch  is  followed,  etc 

H.  K. 
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Documentary  of  Helen  Keller 


It  begins  In  isolation  and  spreads  out  to  encompass  the  world. 

Helen  sitting  alone  at  her  desk  reading  Braille. 

You  are  looking  at  Miss  Helen  Keller.  She  does  not  see  you.  She 
sits  here  surrounded  by  light,  but  sees  only  darkness.  She  knows  that 
a breeze  is  coming  through  the  window  because  she  feels  it  against  her 
face,  but  she  does  not  hear  the  papers  rustling  on  her  desk,  nor  the 
birds  singing  outside.  She  does  not  hear  anything.  She  is  deaf  and 
blind. 

If  you  walk  towards  her  the  light  vibrations  of  your  steps  will 
tell  her  that  you  are  coming.  You  might  be  a burglar,  but  she  knows  you 
are  not.  She  knows  you  are  a friend  or  you  would  not  be  here  and  even 
if  you  are  a stranger  she  will  not  be  startled.  She  will  look  up  with 
a smile  and  hold  out  her  hand,  for  she  knows  that  you  cannot  speak  to 
her  without  using  her  hand. 

In  this  dark  and  silent  world  of  hers  the  hand  is  supreme.  She 
sees  with  her  hand,  she  listens  with  it.  Her  hand  is  her  substitute  for 
her  eyes  and  ears.  It  is  her  link  with  mankind,  with  the  world. 

The  simplest  way  for  you  to  talk  with  her  is  with  your  hand, 
spelling  out  every  word  with  the  manual  alphabet.  In  this  alphabet 
each  letter  is’  represented  by  a sign,  thus — a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  and  so  on. 

It  was  created  by  people  with  sight  and  you  have  probably  observed 
deaf  people  who  could  see  write  words  on  the  air  for  other  deaf  people 
who  could  see  to  read.  But  Miss  Keller  cannot  see.  Whatever  is  written 
she  must  read  with  her  hand. 

Your  hands  meet.  Hers  rests  over  yours  and  you  begin  to  spell. 

If  you  are  skilful  you  can  spell  nearly  as  fast  as  you  can  talk  and 
if  you  are  tireless,  like  MIS's.  Polly  Thomson  who  is  with  her  now,  you 
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Helen  (doc) 


can  keep  it  up  for  hours — through  a lecture  or  a play,  for  instance, 
or  during  a long  evening  of  conversation. 

Miss  Keller's  education  began  with  this  alphabet.  You  may  have 
heard  the  story.  It  has  been  told  all  over  the  world  for  more  than 
sixty  years.  You  may  already  know  that  Helen  Keller  was  born  in 
Tuscumbia,  a small  Alabama  town,  on  June  27,  1880,  a normal,  healthy, 
happy  baby,  with  blue  eyes  and  fair  hair;  that  when  she  was  18  months 
old  a terrible,  unexplainable  illness  struck  and  that  when  it  was 
gone  by  she  was  blind  and  deaf.  SaxHxxyEaxxxHldx  You  may  have  read 
how  she  spent  the  next  six  and  a fraction  years-  a wild  destructive 
little  animal — 

Here  fadeout  into  her  childhood,  a sturday,  rather  gross  little 
girl  taking  the  part  of  Helen — kicking,  screaming,  pinching,  grabbing 
food,  smashing  whatever  came  into  her  hands,  and  all  the  while  making 
strange,  uncouth,  inhuman  sounds.  General  opinion  is  that  she  is  an 
idiot,  but  her  mother  sees  gleams  of  intelligence.  Helen's  signs. 

The  harness  salesman's  story  of  Laura  Bridgman.  Dr.  Bell.  Annie 


Sullivan 
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Let  us  leave  her  here  at  work  and  see  what  Miss  Thomson  is 
doing.  Her  big  Job  for  the  day  is  taking  care  of  the  mail.  It 
comes  in  armloads.  These  bulky  lots  in  Braille  she  puts  aside 
for  Miss  Keller.  They  have  come  through  the  mail  free  of  charge. 

The  Government  does  this  for  all  the  blind.  Miss  Thomson  does  not 
read  Braille.  These  are  for  Miss  Keller's  fingers  and  she  will  have 
to  tell  us  what  they  are. 

These  circulars  go  into  the  wastebasket  without  pause.  These 

I 

personal  letters  from  friends  are  sorted  and  placed  to  one  side. 

These  bills  go  into  another  pile.  Miss  Keller  no  more  escapes  bills 

and  taxes  than  the  rest  of  us.  And  now  come  the  requests--this  from 

Australia:  will  you  send  a message  to  the  Royal  Inst,  on  the 

occasion  of  their  opening  of  the  new  building  for  the  Industrial 

Home.  From  Japan:  will  you  write  a few  words  for  the  magazine  for 

the  young  blind?  From  South  Africa;  may  we'  have  permission  to 

quote  the  following  paragraphs  from  your  book  Let  Us  Have  Faith? 

From  Chile:  We  hope  that  your  plans  for  the  coming  year  will  make 

it  possible  for  you  to  visit  us.  You  have  never  been  in  South  Ameria 

and  we  need  you.  From  a schoolgirl  in  Texas:  Please  send  me  your 

autograph.  From  a schoolgirl  in  Montana:  I have  chosen  you  as  the 

subject  of  my  term  paper.  Please  write  me  a long  letter  telling  me 

everything  about  yourself.  From  a mother  in  Florida;  My  son  is 

deaf  and  blind.  I want  to  give  him  the  best  opportunity  in  the  world. 

What  should  I do?  From  a hospital  in  Pennsylvania:  It  would  be  a 

privilege  if  we  might  have  a visit  from  you  again.  No  one  kIhhx  can 

From  a teacher  in  Illinois: 

do  more  to  lift  the  morale  of  our  blinded  soldiers. /I  have 
written  the  inclosed  article  on  modenn  methods  of  Instructing  the 
deaf.  Please  read  it  carefully  and  let  me  have  your  criticisms. 

From  a woman  in  Massachusetts:  I thought  you  would  like  the  inclosed 
poem.  My  friends  tell  me  it  has  a spiritual  quality.  Could  you  help 
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me  find  a publisher?  from  a friend  in  Connecticut:  Could  you  and 
Polly  have  dinner  with  us  on  Saturday  evening?  It  will  be  very 
auiet--just  you  two  and  the  Clarks  and  the  Robert  Pfeiffers  and 
Jane  and  Giles  and  Sandra  and  Stuart  and  the  Pqwells  if  we  can 
get  them.  Don't  dress,  but  do  come.  All  these  must  be  spelled  to 
Miss  teller. 

Miss  Thomson  reads  the  paper,  marks  the  articles  that  she 
thinks  will  be  of  special  interest  to  Miss  Keller,  clips  an 
important  editorial  to  have  put  into  Braille  so  Miss  Keller  can 
mull  over  it  with  her  fingers.  £Axih8miitmaxjfiHpxihBBx®JinlxM±mHmilttBiiiMiHm 

hatHXHsi 

Tea  is  now  ready  in  the  living  room,  but  Miss  Thomson  has  not 
yet  hacl  time  to  read  the  personal  letters.  She  presses  a bell  to 
summon  Miss  Keller.  Unless  she  is  standing  on  the  tiled  floor  of 
the  bathroom  Miss  Keller  will  sense  the  vibrations  and  will  set 
out,  alone  and  in  the  dark,  to  join  her  companion. 

Years  ago  Mr.  Dooley  said  to  Mark  Twain,  "God  how  dull  it  must 
be  for  her,  every  day  the  same  and  every  night  the  same  as  day." 

"You  are  damned  wrong  there;"  Mark  Twain  answered,  "blindness  is 
an  exciting  business,  I tell  you;  if  you  don't  believe  it,  get  up 
some  dagcxH  dark  night  on  the  wrong  side  of  your  bed  when  the  house 
is  on  fire  and  try  to  find  the  door." 

Mis3  Keller  has  had  her  exciting  journeys  in  the  dark,  but 
now  she  moves  with  confidence,  holding  out  her  hands  to  touch 
the  familiar  landmarks.  She  walks  with  pride  and  carries  herself  like 
a queen.  She  knows  that  the  path  will  be  clear.  In  this  house  nothing 
I3  left  carelessly  on  the  floor  for  her  to  stumble  over.  Her  dog, 

Et  Tu,  who  has  been  on  guard  outside  the  door,  moves  aside  and 
follows  her  downstairs. 

In  the  living  room  she  sniffs  the  fragrance  of  Chinese  tea 
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and  knows  that  she  will  have  with  it  a piece  of  MathaKxTh  cake  made 
by  an  old  Scottish  recipe.  The  smell  of  flowers  attracts  her  to 
the  south  window.  She  reaches  for  Takeo's  eage.  It  is  there,  where 
she  expected  it  to  be.  The  bird  gives  her  finger  a pggk  gentle  peck 
and  bursts  into  song.  She  hears  Miss  Thomson1 s footsteps  and  makes 
her  way  alone  to  the  couch.  They  begin  the  mail.  The  telephone 
rings,  but  before  Miss  Thomson  goes  to  answer  it  she  thrusts  the 
Bjsaille  into  Helen's  hands.  When  she  comes  back  Helen  is  absorbed 
and  Polly  at  last  begins  to  open  the  personal  letters.  Each 
Interrupts  the  other  with  bits  of  news.  Bgien's  first  Braille  is 
a long  letter  from  Takeo  Iwahashi,  a blind  friend  in  Japan,  one 
of  the  outstanding  workers  for  the  blind  in  the  entire  orient. 

"hen  tea  is  over  they  take  the  dog  for  a walk.  Memories  of 
long  walks  in  Alabama  and  in  the  woods  around  Wrentham,  Mass, 
with  Annie  Sullivan  crowd  in  upon  Helen,  for  it  was  Annie  who 
taught  her  to  love  the  out  of  doors.  "The  moles  have  been  at  work 
again,"  Miss  Keller  says,  feeling  the  ridge  of  the  tunnel  beneath 
her  feet.  "This  railing  is  loose."  Miss  Thomson  makes  a mental  note 
that  it  must  be  made  secure,  for  the  next  time  Helen  comes  on  this 
walk  she  may  be  alone  and  there  must  be  no  gaps.  The  railing  must  be 
there  for  her  hand  when  she  needs  it. 

Helen  throws  the  ball  for  Et  Tu--feels  the  delicate  tracery 
of  leaves,  buries  her  face  In  cedar  and  hemlock.  Et  Tu  brings  back 
the  ball.  Helen  throws  it  again.  Et  Tu  races  off  after  a fascinating 
scent,  but  she  comes  when  Helen  calls  her.  Et  Tu  has  no  difficulty 
in  understanding  her  mistress. 

While  she  Is  f HffllduagxmHiLyma  touching  only  a small  part  of 
a tree  her  Imagination  is  creating  the  rest  of  it.  The  winds  bringing 
fragrances  from  afar  give  her  the  sense  of  distance.  That  wet 
marshy  smell  comes  from  across  the  field.  Thyme  is  at  her  feet. 


Teacher 


Begin  with  two  lost  souls  in  a railway  station — signs  blurring,  crowds 
Jostling,  helplessness,  fright — end  with  the  two  in  a train  drawing  room 
Teacher  sinks  down  and  reverts  to  the  past — goes  over  Helen's  education 
which  to  this  time  (Helen  already  a graduate  of  Radcliffe)  she  has 
conducted  alone. 

1 

Begin  with  a sick  woman  on  a bed  in  Toronto.  Go  back  to  Polly's  entrance 
Slow  training  of  Polly.  Misgivings.  Word  comes  back  that  all  is  well. 

She  does  not  believe  it.  People  are  trying  to  comfort  her.  Work  looms 
ahead.  Helen  very  Important.  Helen  must  live  without  her.  Thinks  back 
over  those  who  would  control  Helen.  Realizes  that  she  must  push  Helen 
away  from  her. 

Begin  with  a sick  woman  sitting  up  in  a chair.  Helen  and  Polly  are 
on  their  way  to  Temple  University.  They  know  that  she  will  not  be  with 
them.  She  begs  to  be  there  and  a friend  arranges  it.  Im  the  church  the 
night  before  she  tears  her  handkerchief  to  pieces.  In  the  auditorium 
the  next  morning  she  is  more  calm.  When  it  is  over  she  is  Joyous. 

Helen  will  be  able  to  carry  on  alone.  Her  work  is  done.  She  can  wait 
the  end  with  confidence. 
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Anne  Sullivan  Macy 


The  way  I see  it  the  story  of  Teacher  as  it  relates  to  Helen 
falls  naturally  into  three  periods: 

1.  From  her  arrival  in  Tuscumbia  in  March,  1837,  to  Helen's 
graduation  from  Radcliffe  in  June,  1904.  In  itself  the  diploma 
was  unimportant,  but  as  a symbol  it  had  enormous  value.  It  wrapped 
up  these  years  and  furnished  unanswerable  proof  that  Helen  was 
exactly  what  she  seemed  to  be. 


2.  From  the  graduation  in  1904  to  the  arrival  of  Polly  Thomson 
in  1914  and  the  beginning  of  Polly's  22  years  of  training.  A 
bitter  thing,  this  cry  for  help,  and  Teacher's  misgivings  as  to 
how  useful  it  would  be  were  long  a-dylng.  Grea.t  apprehension  as 
to  the  future. 


3.  From  Polly's  arrival  to  the  ceremonies  in  Philadelphia  on 
Feb.  16,  1931  when  Helen  received  an  LHD  from  Temple  University. 
The  first  real  crisis  that  Polly  had  to  meet  was  when  Teacher's 
health  broke  down  in  Toronto  in  1921  and  Polly  had  to  go  on  the 
stage  with  Helen  in  her  place.  From  this  time  Teacher  knew  with 
ever-deepening  intensity  that  she  had  to  push  Helen  away  from  her 
and  that  Polly  was  the  one  who  would  have  to  take  charge.  In 
Toronto  word  had  been  brought  to  her  bedside  that  Helen  and  Polly 
were  doing  well  and  she  had  the  same  report  from  later  meetings, 
but  in  Philadelphia,  as  a member  of  the  audience,  without  Helen 
and  Polly  knowing  she  was  present,  she  saw  for  herself  that  they 
could  get  along  without  her.  Her  work  was  done  and  it  was  good. 


\ 

The  world  in  which  Helen  lived  as  a child  was  friendly -- 
too  friendly  and  with  too  much  of  pity  mixed  with  love.  Active 
hostility  did  not  exist.  Baffled  and  enraged  she  dominated  the 
people  around  her.  ^he  had  a special  sort  of  security  which  is 
still  hers.  If  some  one  comes  into  her  study  where  she  sits  alone 
and  she  is  not  aware  of  it  until  she  is  touched  she  is  not 
startled.  Though  it  may  be  one  whom  she  has  not  seen  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  she  knows  it  is  a friend  and  turns  a welcoming 
smile.  It  could  be  a burglar.  She  knows  it  is  not. 

She  had  to  make  the  adjustment  to  the  seeing  and  hearing, 
not  they  to  her.  Her  lifeline  was  her  hand  and  she  was  not  endowed 
with  a special  hand.  It  is  not  more  sensitive  than  others  and  it 
is  not  beautiful,  but  it  has  been  developed  into  a superb 
instrument  of  communication.  With  it  she  receives  and  with  it 
she  gives.  She  speaks  with  her  mouth,  but  she  listens  with  her 
hand  whether  she  places  it  on  the  lips  of  another  or  holds  it 
out  to  receive  words  that  are  spelled  into  it. 

She  is  very  conscious  of  other  hands.  More  by  their  hands  than 
in  any  other  way  she  judges  people.  The  impressions  she  receives 
are  strong,  her  judgments  positive.  Certain  hands  have  meant  more 
to  her  than  others,  two  far  beyond  all  the  rest--her  teacher's  and 
Polly 1 s--hands  that  grew  strong  in  her  service .( Polly  1 s right  hand 
today  is  larger  than  her  left  with  muscles  comparable  to  those  of 
a pianist.)  She  loves  expressive  hands  like  Catharine  Cornell's, 
gay  hands  like  fancy's,  seeking  hands  like  ^artha  Graham's,  rough, 
kind  hands  like  Herbert's,  gnarled  hands  which  have  worked  with 
the  soil,  children's  hands--but  notfat , flabby  hands,  not  beautifully 
kept  useless  hands,  "he  likes  hands  with  character  as  she  Li 
r eople  with  character.  She  is  not  perfect  in  her  estimate  of 
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people,  but  she  makes  fewer  mistakes  than  the  seeing  and  hearing 
who  judge  by  appearance  and  voice. 

Anything  that  impairs  the  usefulness  of  her  hands  is 
troublesome:  dust  on  her  fingertips  is  like  a film  over  the  eye 
of  a seeing  person.  Perspiration  Increases  friction  and  dulls 
sensitiveness.  The  hands  are  kept  scrupuously  clean,  the  nails 
short. 

Three  senses  remain:  feeling,  smell,  taste.  Where  these  are 
concerned  she  is  like  everybody  else  except  that  she  is  better 
trained.  She  notices  smells  and  interprets  them--identif ies  flowers 
and  trees  by  their  odors  before  hse  touches  them,  but  can  also 
identify  them  by  touch.  Recognizes  friends  by  their  eharacte  istic 
odors,  sorts  her  clothes  by  the  smell. 

Two  great  handicaps  she  recognizes:  her  voice  which  she  has 
nevet  been  able  to  make  normal  and  her  lack  of  freedom  in  moving 
around.  Yet  the  voice  is  easy  to  understand  after  one  grows 
accustomed  to  it  and  her  degree  of  freedom  is  remarkable.  To 
descend  a stairway  all  she  needs  is  a railing  for  her  hand.  She 
moves  at  will  about  her  ora  house.  A bell  summons  her  to  dinner. 

She  peels  carrots,  shreds  beans,  dries  dishes,  and  mows  by  touch 
if  the  dish  is  not  clean  and  returns  it.  She  clips  grass  around 
the  flagstones,  not  as  quickly  as  a seeing  person  might,  but  as 
neatly.  She  rakes  leaves,  gathers  them  into  a bag,  and  takes  them 
to  the  humus  pile — may  seem  pitiful  to  one  looking  on  from  the 
outside,  not  understanding  the  deep  joy  that  is  hers  while  she 
works . 

She  has  a special  rapport  with  animals.  When  her  arms  are 
around  her  dog  there  is  no  doubt  of  communication  between  them. 

1-er  dogs  have  always  understood  that  she  cannot,  see  and  knowing 
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knowing  it,  step  aside  to  let  her  pass.  She  is  not  afraid  of 
animals  whether  they  are  strange  or  familiar,  whether  reouted 
ill-tempered  or  not. 

In  the  world  of  the  mind  and  spirit  she  soars  on  wings. 

Here  there  are  no  limitations.  She  lives  on  earth  and  in  heaven 
at  the  same  time  and  I think  she  would  be  put  to  it  to  define 
the  boundary  between  the  two.  Those  that  she  loved  in  the  past 
are  with  her  today.  Teacher  and  Mr.  Hitz  and  Dr.  Bell  are 
living  presences  around  her. 

It  is  as  a spirit  that  she  is  worshiped  and  loved--a  spirit 
yet  a woman  too.  ^ince  hajemsmimjatxfesmhBjrmgaiHaimBibrBHmth  she  is  strong 
in  spirit  it  is  towrards  the  spirit  that  she  reaches  in  all  her  con- 
tacts, whether  with  tree,  person,  or  country.  She  know's  the 

ignorance , 

evil  spirits  of  hatred,  prejudice,  j ealousy ,/and  stupidity.  They 
are  her  opponents . 

Fear  she  has  never  known  except  the  fear  that  in  some  way 

her  usefulness  may  be  impaired, 
has  always  been 

She  ix/a  beggar  at  the  gates  of  life,  not  for  herself  but  for 
her  own  kind,  the  blind,  the  deaf,  the  handicapped.  It  is  not 
pleasant  to  beg,  however  good  or  great  the  cause,  but  she  has  never 
shirked  unpleasantness 

This  haunted  her  during  the  last  years  of  Teacher  s life,  but 
hen  Teacher's  hand  was  taken  away  Polly's  was  there. 


/ 


Nov-Dec.  1952 


Fragments  from  Helen  Keller 


Nothing  is  more  vital  than  art  as  a stimulus  to  Inspiration 
and  love  of  beauty.  In  these  turbulent  days  we  need  art  more 
than  ever  to  hold  up  an  ideal  for  the  mind  to  rest  upon... 

From  this  generation  of  youth,  sensitive  to  beauty,  I look 
forward  to  a new  harvest  of  art  in  America.  ' 

kany  elements  of  art  reach  me  through  touch-shape , proportion, 
form,  the  flow  of  lines,  the  quality  of  surfa-ces.  My  imagination 
makes  the  marble  thrill  with  the  glory  of  the  Ideal. 

Like  all  normal  beings  we  the  handicapped  seem  at  times  to  be 
the  whims  of 'fate.  The  thwarting  of  our  deep-rooted  instincts 
makes  us  understand  with  special  poignancy  the  limitations  that 
beset  mankind,  but  when  we  yield  to  an  active,  all-controlling 
desire  to  serve,  we  become  masters,  creators,  helpers  of  our 
kind.  It  is  as  if  the  dark  had  sent  out  a star  to  draw  us  to 
Heaven.  Our  lack  of  sight  or  hearing  prevents  us  from  engaging 
in  many  of  the  boblest  acts,  but  Love  is  open  to  us,  and  Love 
teaches  the  highest  of  all  arts—the  art  of  living. 


roily  and  I are  just  simple  women  doing  our  best  to  follow 
the  light  from  Teacher’s  beam. 


I let  my  mind  wander  mornings  as  I walk  and  take  delight  in 
the  trees  and  the  sweet  air.  I have  learned  the  secret  of  making 
rest  moments  and  I find  them  when  I am  walking. 

For  bedtime  reading  I prefer  entertaining  articles,  quie,t 
thoughtful  articles,  not  tho'se  that  excite  or  horrify. 

I work  for  the  handicapped  not  because  they  are  deaf  amdmkiixKa 
or  blind,  but  "ojecay^e  they  are  human.  Teacher  never  thought  of  me 
as  deaf  and  bliud'l 


Next  year  I must  go  to  India,  it  has  been  on  my  mind.  The 
handicapped  children— povery  has  made  beggars  of  them. 


In  1920  Helen  went  into  vaudeville  to  earn  money.  A storm  of 
protest  followed  and  she  was  accused  of  exhibiting  herself, 
lowering  her  standards,  and  betraying  her  followers.  Helen 
loved  it  and  took  much  satisfaction  in  being  able  at  last  to 
earn  her  own  living.  Only  the  other  day  she  said  with  emphasis, 
"I  was  proud  to  earn  my  bread  that  way." 


The  most  important  work  for  the  blind  is  prevention  of  blindness. 


Things  to  s.'y  as  . 3 sit  by  the  fire  for  the  film. 


What  a privilege  it  is  to  have  you,  dear  friends,  in  this  picture  with 
me!  — You  vho  are  eleva  ting  the  public  taste  for  art.  Nothing  is  more  vi- 
tal then  art  as  a stimulus  to  ins  pira  tion  a nd  love  of  bea  uty.  In  these 
turbulent  da  ys  we  need  art  more  than  ever  to  hold  up  an  ideal  for  the  mind 
to  rest  upon  and  grow  more  beautiful. 

How  lovely  this  room  is  with  the  firelight  playing  on  all  your  faces,  the 
exquisite  objects  of  art  and  the  gay  atmosphere  of  youth!  From  this  genera- 
tion of  youth,  sensitive  to  beauty,  I look  forward  to  a new  harvest  of  art 
in  America. 


If  I speak  from  my  own  experience, 


for  

>eeS  I ha  ve  accomplish  hed. 


philosophy  and  the  constant  striving 
qave  been  the  secret  of  whatever  succe 


have  been 


A word  or  two  after  the  dancing. 


Question  from  Polly.  What  impression  did  you  get  from  the  dancing 
you  have  just  felt. 

Answer.  My  fingers  caught  the  old  Greek  joy  of  living  in  the  measures 
of  the  dancers,  their  supreme  grace  and  rhythm,  the  music,  the  symbolism 
which  gives  a soul  to  dancing.  How  much  self-denial  and  perseverance  it 
must  have  cost  them  to  attain  such  splendid  excellence!  Even  so  ve  the 
blind  and  the  deaf  — and  we  are  all  handicapped  in  one  way  or  another  — 
must  sacrifice  ourselves  to  accomplish  something  worth  while  and  be  trium- 
phant over  circumstances. 


Some  question  like  this:  Hoi.’  can  you  enjoy  art  when  you  cannot  see  its 

colors  or  its  perspectives? 

Answer.  Many  elements  of  art  reach  me  through  touch  — shape,  propor- 
tion, f onu,  the  flow  of  lines  curved,  broken  and  straight  over  all  surfaces. 
The  bendings  and  curves  of  a beautiful  statue,  its  qualities  of  balance  and 
completeness  are  a delight  to  my  hand. 

Q.  '/hat  art  do  you  especially  admire? 

A.  Gr^ek  art.  Minerva  exhilarates  me  with  her  perfection  of  bodily  form 
and  the  joyous  wisdom  in  her  face.  I love  the  luxuriant,  wavy  hair  of  Apollo 
and  Bacchus  and  the  wreath  of  ivy.  Only  breath  is  wanting,  but  my  imagina- 
tion makes  the  marble  thrill  and  glow  with  the  glory  of  the  Ideal. 

Q.  V/hat  does  art  mean  to  you? 

A.  Art  is  precious  to  me  as  a stimulus  to  inspiration  and  the  creation 

% 

of  beauty.  Around  me  I feel  the  sensitiveness  of  young  men  and  women  to 
art,  and  I look  forward  to  a new  harvest  of  beauty  in  America. 


i 


My  message. 


All  my  life  I have  striven  to  serve  others  above  everything  else.  Think- 
ing of  myself  as  a human  being  I h ve  never  allowed  blindness  or  deafness  of 
any  other  circumstances  as  an  excuse  for  an  useless  life.  To  a complish  more  I 
have  prayed  God  to  kindle  me  with  larger  emotions  and  nobler  thoughts. 

The  greatest  among  us  — poets,  artists,  scientists  — hre  at  times 
shaken  with  a mighty  cry  to  pour  out  all  the  energy,  fire,  richness  of  fancy 
and  of  humane  impulse  within  them.  No  wonder,  then,  that  we  who  have  limited 
senses  and  humbler  powers  pa  sionately  desire  wider  usel'ulne  s.  "The  periection 
of  man  is  the  love  of  use"  or  sei’vice  to  others.  Our  ^roping  acts  are  mere 
suggestions  of  the  greatness  of  service  we  intend,  v>e  will  to  do  more  than  we 
ever  can  do,  and,  and  it  is  what  we  wdll  that  is  in  very  truth  ourselves. 

Thr-e  main  ideas  have  spu  red  me  onward  — uod  as  Divine  Love,  God  as  Divine 
Wisdom  and  God  as  Power  for  Use.  These  ideas  come  as  waves  from  an  ocean  which 
floods  every  bay  and  ha  bor  of  life  with  new  potency  of  will,  ft ith  and  effort. 

Like  all  normal  beings  we  the  handicapped  s^em  at  times  to  be  a cidents  and 
whims  of  fate.  1'he  thwarting  of  our  deep-rooted  instincts  make  us  understand 
with  special  poignancy  the  limitations  that  beset  mankind,  and  when  we  yield 
to  an  active*-  all-controlling  desire  to  serve,  we  become  masters,  creators  of 
good,  helpers  of  our  kind.  It  is  as  if  the  dark  had  sent  out  a star  to  draw  us 
to  Heaven.  Our  lack  of  sight  or  he  ring  prevents  us  from  engaging  in  many  of  the 
noblest  acts,  but  Love  is  open  to  us,  and  Love  teaches  the  highest  of  all  arts  — 
the  art  of  living. 


My  voice. 


It  is  not  blindness  or  deafness  that  brings  me  my  darkest  hours. 

It  is  the  acute  disappointment  I feel  in  not  being  able  to  speak 

normally  after  all  the  effort  my  friends  and  I have  exerted  to  make  , 

HNU Of  i>0^ 

my  voice  clear  and  pleasing.  Longingly  I think  how  'many  more  -pyoTjI% 
sLsrV-fi- 


I might  have  -reached-  if  I had  only  acquired  natural  speech.  But  out 
of  this  sorrowful  experience  I understand  more  fully  all  human  stri- 
vings, thwarted  ambitions,  despair  and  the  infinite  capacity  of  hope. 


Helen  Ke  Her 


"uffrage  parade  in  Washington, 


Helen  exhausted  and  unnerved  by  attempts  to  reach  grandstand  through 

crowd. 

"It  means  that  she  is  being  used  by  the  suffragists  as  an  "attraction" 
just  as  She  was  used  by  the  Socialists  recently.  Her  exhibition  in  public  as  an 
adherent  of  this  or  that  cause  is  nothing  but  a bid  for  notoriety,  nothing  but 
a selfish  pandering  to  idle  curiosity.  It  is  purely  a theatrical  trick  to  gain 
attention. 

"Miss  teller  deserves  a better  fate  then  to  be  used  as  a vaudeville 
headliner  for  this  or  that  cause.  'ihe  heavy  handicap  under  which  nature  placed 
her  and  the  gallant  way  in  which  she  has  helped  to  overcome  this  handicap  have 
made  her  interesting  and  inspiring  to  the  American  people.  But  she  is  in  no 
sense  an  oracle.  When  her  achievement  against  difficulties  that  would  crushiia  h- 
average  man  or  woman  is  considered  she  looms  up  as  a bright,  capable  woman. 

At  the  same  time,  it  must  oe  admitted  that,  bright  as  she  is,  her  talentxxaxex 
is  comparative.  It  seems  large  because  she  has  had  to  conquer  so  much.  Her 
eagerness  to  fcearn  and  the  fact  that  she  must  accept  so  much  on  faith  enables 
those  closely  in  touch  with  her  to  make  a parrot  of  her. 

"The  time  has  come  when  a protest  should  be  made  against  capitalizing 
a misfortune  in  the  interests  of  the  press  agents  of  eome  cause  or  other." 


Tuesday 
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Bearest  Polly, 


Please  don  t be  dismayed  at  the  enclosed  notes,  they  are  very  random,  but 
will  give  you  som  idea  of  the  work  in  hand,  and  it  con  be  done  with  as 
much  haste  or  leisure  as  you  and  helen  wish.  Also  they  are  only  suggestions 
icb  I hope  you  can  improve  on.  ;nd  Helen  herself  is  so  knowing  a minx 
that  she  will  be  able  to  think  of  many  other  things  that  -though  so  usual 
seeming  to  us-  would  be  extra-ordinary  to  her,  and  therefore  fascinating 
to  the  public.  It  is  all  the  usual  in  Helen's  life  that  melees  the  miracle 
and  that  is  what- I believe  will  be  most  heartening  to  people,  's  you  will 
see  I have  manufactured  a day  for  you,  and  probably  it  is  nothing  like  this 
at  all.  If  it  is_  not,  plEase  correct  the  errors,  for  we  really  only  want 
an  every  day.Jffiere  ire  certain  t.ni5gs  I would,  like  to  surprise  Helen  with 
/bn  Friday  for  the  camera-such  as  someone  bring/ner  mint  or  jelly  or  flowers, 
and  having  some  silly  thing  at  her  place  at  lunch  which  would  mite  her  laugh. 
Though  sandsches  are  to  be  served  to  Dick  Wood  and  me  (And  I mean  that l ) I 
think  you  two  had  better  sit  down  to  a regular  meal  or  at  least  go  through 
the  motions  for  the  camera.  If  any  of  the  children  at  the  Pfeiffer 1 s (the 
maid's,  I think)  could  come  down  at  a given  hour  and  by  surprise  to 
Helen  with  something  like  fresh  mint  which  she  can  smell  or  some  late 
flowers  or  a pumpkin,  it  might  make  a lovely  little  scene,  but  Helen  shouldnt 
know  about  it  beforehand,.  I will  bring  pecans  and  some  flowers  and  a joke 
i or  two  Are  the  Grummon's  coming  for  teal  That  could  be  either  Friday  or 
Saturday.  Dick  Wood  says  that  while  you  are  at  the  hairdressers  on  Saturday 
morning  he  could  take  pictures  of  some  of  the  things  dm  the  dining-room 
and  the  living  room  and  the  sunperch,  unless  that  would  discombobul  te  the 
household.  Don't  hesitate  to  say  if  you  don't  want  him  there  on  Saturday 
at  all.  The  earlier  we  can  start  on  Friday  the  better  and  it  would  be  well 
if  you  had  your  slacks  laid  out! and  a change  of  clothes  for  the  late  efterno® 
<—Taifl  out  if  not  on  your  bed'liitle  st  in  your  mind.  I am  sorry  to  give  you 
so  much  work,  but  we  will  try  to  be  quick  about  it.  I will  call  you 
Thursday  around  noon  to  check  the  vrrious  details  with  you.  But  apart  from 
giving  us  pour  day,  please  don’t  worry  too  much  about  all  this.  Just  let 
it  happen  as  easily  and  naturally  ..s  possible,  nd  if  the  weather  is  fine 
we  might  be  bhle  to  finish  up  in  one  day,  though  it  woulfd  be  sil"1  y to  push 
for  it.  My  love  to  Helen  and  so  much  to  you 
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Searest  Polly, 


^ ("W 

0Lk-^c_^ — l 

(£>oi  2y.2i' 


11^2- 


Please  don't  be  dismayed  at  the  enclosed  notes,  they  are  very  random,  but 
will  give  you  som  idea  of  the  work  in  hand,  nd  it  can  be  done  with  as 
much  haste  or  leisure  as  you  and  “alen  wish.  Also  they  are  only  suggestions 
’■'hich  I hope  you  can  improve  on.  -.nd  Helen  herself  is  so  knowing  r.  minx 
that  she  will  be  able  to  think  of  many  other  things  that  -though  so  usual 
seeming  to  us-  would  be  extra-ordinary  to  her,  and  therefore  fascinating 
to  the  public.  It  is  all  the  usual  in  Helen's  life  that  makes  the  miracle 
and  that  is  what-I  believe  will  be  most  heartening  to  people,  o you  will 
see  I h.ve  manufactured  day  for  you,  and  probably  it  is  nothing  like  this 
at  all.  If  it  is  not,  please  correct  the  errors,  for  we  really  only  want 
an  every  day.Jmere  are  certain  things  I would.  like  to  surprise  Helen  with 
/5n "Friday  for  the  camera-such  as  someone  bringHier  mint  or  jelly  or  flowers, 
and  having  some  silly  thing  at  her  place  at  lunch  which  would  nutee  her  laugh. 
Though  sandsches  are  to  be  served  to  Dick  Wood  and  me  ( And  I mean  that l ) I 
think  you  two  had  better  sit  down  to  a regular  meal  or  at  least  go  through 

the  motions  for  the  camera.  If  any  of  the  children  at  the  Pfeiffer's  (the 

maid's,  I think)  could  come  down  at  a given  hour  and  by  surprise  to 
Helen  with  something  like  fresh  mint  which  she  can  smell  or  some  late 
flowers  or  a pumpkin,  it  might  make  a lovely  little  scene,  but  ^elen  shouldnt 
know  about _it_ beforehand.  1 will  bring  pecans  and  some  flowers  end  a joke. 
i or  two ^ Are  the  Grim- on's  coming  for  teal  That  could  be  either  Friday  or 
Saturday.  Dick  Wood  says  that  while  you  are  at  the  hairdressers  on  Saturday 
morning  he  could  take  pictures  of  some  of  the  things  in  the  dining-room 
and  the  living  room  and  the  sunporch,  unless  that  would  discombobulate  the 
household.  Don't  hesitate  to  say  if  you  don't  want  him  there  on  Saturday 
at  all.  The  earlier  we  can  start  on  Friday  the  better  and  it  would  be  well 
if  you  had  your  slacks  laid  out! and  a change  of  clothes  for  the  late  afternoon 
dl,  id  out  if  not  on  your  bed_at  least  in  your  mind.  I am  sorry  to  give  you 
so  much  work,  but  we  will  try  to  be  quick  about  it.  I will  call  you 
Thursday  around  noon  to  check  the  various  details  with  you.  But  apart  from 
giving  us  your  day,  please  don't  worry  too  much  about  all  this.  Just  let 
it  happen  as  easily  .'-nd  naturally  as  possible,  nd  if  the  weather  is  fine 
•ve  might  be  bble  to  finish  up  in  one  day,  though  it  wouifd  be  silly  to  push 
for  it.  My  love  to  Helen  i nd  sc  much  to  you 


RICHARD  CARVER  WOOD 

88  MACDOUGAL  STREET,  NEW  YORK  12,  N.  Y. 
ALGONQUIN  4-3184 


October  27,  1952 


Dear  Helen  and  Polly: 

After  creating  chaos  in  your  beautiful 
home,  invading  even  your  bedrooms  with  camera  and 
floodlights  and  signaling  Helen  (for  action)  in 
a manner  I'm  sure  she's  never  been  signalled  before, 
I've  become  hopelessly  callous  and  can  no  longer 
blush  in  addressing  you  as  Helen  and  Polly.  For 
this  I forgive  myself  further  since  you  are  by 
many  years  my  junior  in  spirit  and  in  vigor. 

As  actors  you  were  both  marvelously 
natural  and  any  faults  in  the  talcing  must  fall 
upon  my  shoulders.  If  the  film  comes  out  well 
enough  to  show  even  in  some  small  measure  what 
I saw,  I will  be  a most  happy  person. 

This  note  is  just  to  thank  you  very 
much  for  two  wonderful  days  that  lifted  me  out 
of  the  humdrum  world  of  everyday  New  lork,  thank 
you  for  your  endless  patience  and  willingness, 
but  even  more  just  for  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
you.  You  see,  I've  fallen  in  love  with  the 
two  of  you. 


I am  sure  Nancy  will  keep  you  posted 
on  our  progress. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


T.  x. 
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Morning 


Shooting  schedule  Thursday  Nov.  20  z. 

Bendel's  Exterior  and  interior 


Cameras  and  crew  arrive  Bendel's 
Set-up  indoors  and  outdoors  by 


10.50 


EXTERIOR 


Long  shot  from  platform 

MISS  KELLER  and  MISS  THOMPSON  come  down 
57th  Street.  Stop  at  %lgrim's  window. 
Go  on  to  Bendel's.  Greet  doorman 
.-Bno  shot 


MISS  KELLER  and  MISS  THOMPSON  greet  doorman 
who  o.  ens  the  door  for  them,  they  enter 
store.  Doorman  looks  after  them,  then  goes 
to  curb  to  open  door  for  someone  else. 


LONG  SHOT  AND  IMO  FULL  SEQUENCE  (Simultaneous) 
MISS  KELLER  and  MISS  THOMPSON  sit  at 
table.  Miss  Keller  has  on  a new  hat. 

Her  old  one  is  on  the  table.  In  back- 
ground is  artist  sketching  a model. 

ENTER  from  stage  left  a CUSTOMER,  followed 
by  LILIAN  with  two  dresses  over  her  arm. 
The  CUSTOMER  crosses  the  camera  in  the 
foreground,  LILIAN  is  following,  when  she 
pauses,  sees  Miss  Keller  and  lV1iss  Thompson 
and  goes  over  and  greets  them  briefly. 


LILIAN  EXITS  stage  In  foreground  as 

ENTER  from  STAGE  LEFT  FOREGROUND  LOUISE 
with  a pile  of  hats  which  she  puts  on  the 
table.  MISS  KELLER  feels  them  all  and  choosing 
one  hands  it  to  LOUISE  to  try  on  for  her. 

LOUISE  adjusts  it  and  stands  back  to  admire. 

MISS  THOMBBON  , noticing  the  MODEL'S  interest 
calls  her  over. 

The  MODEL  admires  the  hat  and  MISS  KELLER 
in  turn  admires  the  model's  dress.  She  feels 
the  material,  then  her  hand  travels  up  the 
model's  sleeve.  The  model  bends  over  and 
MISS  KELLER  feels  her  hat,  then  feels  her  face. 


11.00 


INTERIOR 


AFTERNOON 

SHOOTING  SCHEDULE  Thursday,  November  20  j ^ *3  t- 
AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

2;00  to  3:00 

Cameramen  set  up  in  Helen  Keller  Room 
,..  IK0  shot  of  exterior  of  Foundation  with  legend  over  door 

3:00  to  4:15 

Filming  with  MISS  KELLER  and  Miss  THOMPSON  present. 

MR.  BARNETT,  MR.  BOULT AR,  MRKSLLEN,  DR>  ZIEMER,  MISS 
ZOBIESKI , MISS  KELLER,  arid  MISS  THOMPSON  around  the 
table.  MR.  BARNETT  is  reading  a report  in  braille 
and  hands  it  across  to  MISS  KELLER,  for  her  perusal. 

MISS  KELLER  gives  an  opinion  on  the  report  after 
herself  reading  the  last  line.  MR.  BARNETT  then  says 
he  has  a new  invention  to  demonstrate  to  MISS 
KELLER,  and  rising,  removes  with  some  ceremony  the 
cover  from  the  deaf-blind  communicator  which  is  on 
the  table  in  front  of  him.  Sitting  opposite  Miss  Keller 
he  puts  in  front  og  himself  the  typing  part  of  the 
machine,  and  the  braille  receiver  in  front  of  Miss 
Keller.  (Here  we  should  use  both  cameras,  one  for 
close-ups  and  the  other  for  the  long  shot,  simultan-eously'l 
MR.  BARNETT  puts  her  finger  on  the  receiver  and 
types  her  a message,  which  we  hope  will  please  and 
surprise  her.  The  working  of  the  machine  is  explained 
in  closeups.  Then  Helen,  using  the  manual  language 
excitedly  discusses  the  machine  with  Miss  Thompen, 

Miss  Zobiesky,  Nella  ^raddy.  Closeups  of  hands  spelling 
quic&ly  into  “elen's.  Medium  shot  of  MR.  BARNETT 
standing  by,  wanting  to  say  something  to  MISS  KELLER . 
too.  He  takes  her  finger  and  puts  it  to  his  lips,  and 
asks  what  they  are  saying.  MISS  KELLER  starts  to 
spell  into  his  hand.  $He  does  not  understand.  MISS 
KELLER  leads  him  to  the  braille  receiver,  puts  his 
finger  on  it,  ±±Kn  MR.  BOULTER  puts  the  typing  machine 
in  front  of  MSS  KELLER  and  she  types  a message  to 
MR.  BARNETT. 

4:15  to  5:15 

(IF  POSSIBLE)  After  MISS  KELLER  and  MISS  THOMPSON 

have  left.  Take  pictures  of  the  real  Helen  ^eller  room, 
with  Miss  °ampbell  at  her  desk.  Closeups  of  portrait 
of  Helen  Keller,  her  inscription  on  the  wall,  the  cabinet 
and  the  medals.  Also  photographs  on  the  wall  in  the 
other  rcom(?) 

2V  ^ 
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SHOOTING  SCEDULE 


ABCANREDGE  Monday,  November  24,1952 
1 HELEN 1 S STUDY  (H.  and  P.)_n  knitted  dresses  they  wore  before) 


1. 


2. 


5. 


4. 


5. 


6. 


8. 


8. 


S. 

10. 

11. 


12. 


15. 

14. 

15. 


16. 


Med.  Helen  at  her  desk,  reading  Braille  book 

on  her  desk.  Window  open,  if  possible,  and  curtains 

blowing  gently.  She  gets  up  and  closes  the  window. 

Closeup  ^elen's  face.  She  hears  a footstep  coming,  looks 
up  and  smiles 

Closeup  Polly’s  feet  crossing  the  threshold 

2-shot  Helen  holding  out  her  hand,  as  Polly  crosses  and 
starts  to  spell  into  it. 

Close-up  Polly's  hand  spelling  into  Helen’s.  The  beginning 
of  the  alphabet,  then  very  rapidly. 

Close-up  both  of  -felly's  hands  (To  show  developement  of 
right  hand  over  left) 

2-shot  Polly  taking  Helen's  hand  and  putting  it  to  her 
lips  for  mxmsd:  lip-reading. 

61os-up  Helen's  thumb  on  Polly's  thooat,  forefinger  on 
her  lips  as  Polly  talks. 


Close-up  Helen  reading  Braille  book 
Close-up  Helen  typing  at  Braille  machine 
Close-up  Helen  typing  at  ordinal"/  type-writer 


Close-up  of  letter  she  is  typing. 

Long  shot,  Polly  spoiling  into  Helen’s  hand  as  Anne 
enters  f^om  back  stairs  and  crosses,  wine  takes  Helen  s 
hand,  places  it  to  her  lips  and  asks  Helen  a question. 

Close-up  Anne's  and  Helen's  face  as  Anne  asks  question 
and  Helen  ans'fers  it. 


Long  shot  Anne  leaving  room. 


squence-  Helen  speaking.  To  be  shot  later. 

* narrator  says  something  like  :-If  you’ve  bean  wondering 
if  Miss  feller  speaks  , she  does.  But  because  she  ha„ 

never  heard  sound  or  seen  lips  worming  e ® Keller 
because — well,  perhaps  it  would  be  better  if  Mss  belter 

told  you  herself.  _ 

Helen  then  speaks:-  Two  great  handicaps  I recognize. 
Polly  then  speaks:-  If  that  does  no 

sound  clear  to  you,  lot  ua  show  you  ho» 

rie»fS“d  apSS  login  again, 

"liiS8.?6*  ft  JSS  3P!«2.T  8 brlef 


Other  shots  in  HELENSSTUDX 

1.  Medium  and  close-up.  Helen  Feeling  the  silver  paper-weight 
Smelling  it  to  identify  the  metal.  Tasting  it,  to  be  sure. 

2.  Polly  handing  her  a box.  (Not  to  be  opened  until  cameras 
are  going) 

3.  medium  close-up.  Helen  opening  the  box  and  talcing  out  a 
present  she  hasn't  seen  before.  Her  face  as  she  feels  it. 

4.  Close-up  of  ttelen  feeling  the  new  object. 

5.  Long  shot  of  room  with  aelen  entering,  and  going  to  books. 

6.  Medium  close-up  of  her  feeling  for  a particular  book. 

7.  Close-up  of  her  hand  on  Life  of  Swedenborg  (Title  to  be  seen) 

8.  Close-up  of  letter  to  Nella 

9.  Close-up  of  Braille  magazines  being  piled  one  on  top  of  the 
other  on  the  desk. 

CLOSEUP  SHOT  on  balcony 
. Helen's  hand  feeling  the  thermometer. 


1 


Living-room 

Long  kbit-  Helen  and  Polly  playing  checkers  before  the  fire. 
Close-up  of  checkers 
Polly  wins . 

Close-up  of  rlelen  reacting.  Polly  starts  to  rise  from  her  chair, 
Helen  stops  her  and  gets  up  instead  and  goes  to  radio  in  the 
corner.  (?) 


Close-up  Helen  switching  on  radio. 


Close  close-up  of  Helen's  hand  on  radio  as  she  gets  vibrations 
of  music.  Her  other  hand  keepst&me. . Her  hand  stops  as  music  comes 
to  an  end,  and  newscaster  comes  on. 


Longshot-Helen  returning  to  Polly  and  putting  out  her  hand  for 
the  news. 


Close-up  Polly  spells  nelen  the  days  news. 


Other  Living  room  shots 
Close-up  of  Hiroshima  tray. 


Close-up  of  Japanese  box. 

Close-up  of  box  given  by  Queen  of  the  Hashamites. 
Close-up  of  stools  form  Africa  etc. 


Kitchen  Scene 


1.  Long  shot  Helen  in  apron,  sitting  at  table  cracking  pecans,  Polly 

in  apron  at  sink  washing  dishes.  Polly  moves  to  small  radio  on  counter 
and  turns  it  on  to  music. 

2.  Close-up  of  Helen  shelling  nuts. 

5.  Close  close-up  whole  meat  of  nut  in  her  fingers,  more  in  plate. 

4.  Long-shot  of  Polly  looking  at  helen  and  stamps  her  foot. 

5.  Close-up  Polly's  foot  stamping. 

6.  Helen  smiles  and  getting  up,  takes  dishcloth  from  drawer  and  begins 
to  dry  dishes. 

7.  Close-up  Helen's  hand  feeling  plate. 

8.  He±hh±s  Close-up  Hein's  face  showing  disapproval.  'Not  clean!' 

9.  Medium  long  shot,  Helen  hands  it  back.  Picks  up  another,  starts  drying  it, 
leaning  aginst  counter. 

10.  Close-up,  Helen  leaning  against  counter,  gets  vibration  from  radio.  Puts 
down  dish  and  cloth,  puts  hand  to  radio  and  listens  to  music. 

11.  Close-up  Polly's  foot  stamping. 

12.  Long  shot  nelen  laughing,  picks  up  plate  and  dishcloth  and  starts 
drying  again. 


Helen's  Clothes  Closet 


1$  Helen,  In  terry-cloth  bathrobe  enters  closet,  opens  door, 

feels  clothes,  brings  out  blouse  and  slacks.  Is  about 
to  take  them  to  bedroom,  when  she  feels  them,  realizes 
something  is  missing  and  reaching  in  closet  she  brings 
out  the  belt  (?)  and  carries  the  clothes  to  the  bedroom. 

2.  Glose-up  Helen's  hand  feeling  the  clothes  in  the  cloefet. 

3.  Cloe-up-searching  for  and  finding  the  belt. 


Helen's  bedroom 

Daygcenes 

1.  Long  shot  of  room.  Helen  enters  from  Polly's  room  in  bathrobe, 
crosses  to  doll  cabinet,  touches  a doll,  goes  on  into  closet. 

2.  Close-up  of  Helen's  hand  and  face  as  she  touches  a doll. 

2.  Close-up  of  doll  collection  as  cut-in  shot  for  next  sequence  (Outdoors^ 


Night  Scenes 

1.  Helen  sitting  up  in  bed  (In  bedjacket)  in  the  dark.  Her  hands 
move  under  the  quilt. 

2.  Close-up  of  Polly's  hand  on  the  light  switch.  She  switches  it  and 
light  comes  on. 

3.  As  Helen's  hand  moves  on  under  the  quilt,  Polly  comes  to  side  of  bed 
and  pulls  down  the  quilt,  revealing  a Braille  book.  As  Helen  laughs, 
Polly  takes  away  the  book  and  puts  it  on  the  night  table.  Helen 
holds  up  five  fingers  td>  indicate  five  minutes  more,  Polly  shakes 
her  head,  takes  the  under  pillow  away,  pulls  the  quilt  up  and 
switches  off  the  light.  Helen  lies  still  a second,  then  her  hand 
steals  out  and  takes  her  watch  off  the  table. 

4.  Close-up  of  uelen  feeling  the  watch  front  face. 

5.  Close-up  of  the  back  of  the  watch. 

6.  Helen  puts  the  watch  back  on  the  table,  stealthily  takes  back 
the  book,  and  putting  it  on  the  outs^ide  of  the  quilt  opens  it 
and  begins  reading  again. 

7.  Close-up  of  Helen's  hand  reading  across  the  page. 


EXTERIOR  SHOTS 


1.  Upstairs  porch.  Shot  from  below,  ^elen  comes  out  in  slacks  and 
top-coat,  comes  by  the  rail,  puts  up  her  hand  to  feel  the  direction 

of  the  wind.  ("The  wind  has  cold  fingers,  there  will  be  frost  tonight") 

She  smells  the  wet  marsh  across  the  field.  She  turns  and  feels  the 
thermometer,  nods  to  herself  that  her  weather  prediction  was  right, 
and  goes  indoors. 

2.  Helen  and  Ettu  come  out  of  the  side  door.  (H.  in  top-coat  and  slacks) 

She  pauses  two  seconds  at  the  first  break  in  the  rail  and  walks  on. 

$ J ■ . 

3.  A long  shot  of  walking  by  the  rail.  She  stops  at  the  fir-tree. 

4.  Close-up.  Helen  feeling  the  needles  and  cones. 

5.  Long  shot  of  a different  part  of  the  walk.  A fence  rail  is  loose. 

6.  Close-up  of  Helen  making  a mental  note  of  loose  fence  rail. 

7.  Long  shot  of  another  part  of  the  walk.  Helen  stops  by  tall  grass  or 
weeds. 

8.  Close-up  of  Ueien  feeling  the  long  grass.  (The  vibration  of  the  wind 
in  the  grass.) 

9.  Medium  close-up,  Helen  straightening  up,  feels  a distant  bibttion, 
cocks  an  ear. 

9a.  Close-up  Helen's  feet. 

10  Cut-in  of  truck  going  down  the  main-road. 

11.  Cut-back  to  Helen  identifying  the  vibration.  She  mouths  the  word 

'Truck'  and  walks  on. 

12.  Another  medium  long  shot  of  Helen  walking.  She  stops,  sniffs  the 

air.  v 

13.  Close-up  of  Helen  sniffing.  She  mouths  the  word  'Thyme'  and  leans- 
down  to  it. 

14  . Close-up  of  Helen  picking  a piece  of  thyme  and  standing  up,  holding 
it  to  her  nose. 

15.  Cut-in  of  folly  on  her  hands  and  knees  clipping  grass  by  garden 
flagging. 

16.  Long  shot.  Helen  joins  her,  and  kneels  down  beside  her. 

17.  Closeup.  Helen's  hand  finding  out  what  Polly's  is  doing.  When  she 
feels  the  clipping  shears  she  takes  them  and  starts  clipping  b 

18.  Medium  long  shot.  As  Helen  clips,  her  hand  stops  and  putting  down 
shears  she  feels  something  with  her  hand. 

19  Close-up  of  Helen's  hand  feeling  a mole-hill. 

20.  Medium  lomg  shot.  Helen  telling  Polly  the  moles  are  at  work. 

.21.  Helen  and  polly  starting  indoors.  Helwn  puts  her  hand  out  to  feel  the  . 

azalea  plants.  (Should  they  be  boxed  for  the  winter)  They  go  in  by  sunpo»alU_ 

12.  FutP  0^  frtrvj  Tj  U-rw» 


ROUGH  OUTLINE  OF  SEQUENCES 


A half  a cocanut  swings  in  the  winter  branches-  A woman  walks  by  a 
railing  on  a path  in  her  garden.  Behind  her  is  a house.  It  is  the  back 
of  the  house.  She  follows  the  path  to  the  front  of  the  house.  On  the 
front  door  is  a brass  knocker.  On  the  knocker  is  the  legend  'Helen  Keller' 

????  perhaps  against  a background  of  old  newspaper  headlines ( 'HelenKeller, 
aged  7,  arrives  in  Washington'  'Helen  Keller  SicfcKzx>dgHzk±KxxiHxt±±H±E* 
visits  Perkins  Institute',  Helen  Keller  graduates  from  Radcliffe' , 'Helen 
Keller,  famous  fleaf  and  dumb  girl,  wins  phi-beta  kappa  Etc')  appears  the 
title  'Helen  Keller  Today' , script  prepared  by,  music  written  by,  directed 
by,  narrated  by.  ????? 

Fade  in  to  a medium  close-up  of  Helen  Keller  seated  at  her  desk.  And 
the  first  sequence  consists  of  the  ABCs  of  helen  Keller-how  she  hears 
and  sees  with  her  hands,  her  lip-reading,  her  braille  reading,  her  braille 
writing,  her  typewriting,  her  sense  of  smell  taste  and  touch.  Finally  how 
she  speaks. 

Cut  back  to  a scrapbook- (Possibly  the  great  scrap-book  kept  by  Helen's 
friend  in  Detroit,  and  as  the  narrator  gives  a brief  account  of  her  history, 
we  see  still  photographs  of  the  house  in  Tuscumbia,  Helen  as  a little  girl 
^ with  her  family,  with  Annie  Sullivan,  with  Alexander  Graham  Bell,  Mark 
^ Twain,  entering  Radcliffe,  Graduating,  a copy  of  'The  Story  of  My  Life' 
j V early  travels,  picture  with  Caruso,  theK&iser,  the  President  tfothe  United 
^3  n States,  Tagore,  early  newsreels,  her  movie  'Deliverance',  more  recent  news- 
| ^ vreel^)  and  finally  The  movies  of  her  trip  to  Japan  in  1S48. 

Out  to  another  shot  of  the  outside  of  Arcanridge  (?) 

Helen  and  Polly  begin  their  everyday  life.  They  have  breakfast,  Helen 
gets  out  her  clothes  for  her  morning  walk.  She  takes  her  morning  walk, 
she  joins  Polly  who  is  clipping  grass.  They  go  in  and  begin  the  serious 
work  of  the  day,  the  mail,  answering  letters,  writing  a speech.  The 
buxxer  goes  for  lunch.  Helen  goes  down.  Polly  joins  her  in  the  dining 
room.  Anne  brings  on  the  soup  and  joins  them  at  the  table.  After  lunch 
perhaps  friends  come  to  see  them.  Perhaps  they  have  to  go  to  New  York 
to  start  off  for  a i hex  business  trip  to  Washington.  Andy  takes  their 
suitcases  to  the  car  and  they  drive  off. 

In  New  fork  they  window  shop  on  the  way  to  Bendel's  where  Helen  must  get 
a new  hat.  Then  thgy  are  off  for  a staff  meeting  at  the  Foundation  for 
the  Blind.  Then  they  visit  the  Brooklyn  Industrial  home  for  the  Blind. 

Next  we  see  them  getting  o-f  a plane  in  Washington, mwhere  their  friend 
Lenfire  Smith  meets  them  and  takes  them  to  their  official  luncheon  at 
the  library  of  Congress.  There  ^elen  speaks  to  the  Volunteer  Braille 
Writers  of  America,  and  shortly  after  they  board  a plane  and  are  off 
again. 

'He  next  see  them  on  their  foreign  travels,  in  Rome,  Australia,  New  Zealand, 

Africa,  Egypt,  Israel  and  Paris.  Helen  speaks  in  French  before  the  Sorbonne. 

On  their  return  to  America,  P if  i h m ni  k . an-nr7rrTrrHx:otaa::  A party  is  given  for 
them  at  Martha  Graham's  studio.  Martha  gets  into  costume  and  dances  for 
Helen,  Her  students  dance  for  her,  Marian  Anderson  sings,  Mrs.  Roosevelt 
Bunche,  Mary  Martin  all  come  to  the  party  for  her.  Helen  gives  a toast  to 
to  the  youth  of  the  world  and  her  hopes  for  peace  in  their  time. 

At  last  she  and  Polly  get  back  to  Arcan  ridge,  to  a game  of  checkers  Before 

the  fire,  shelling  pecans  after  supper  in  the  kitchen  and  an  early  bea  be^os 
they  set  out  on  another  journey. 
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HELEN  KELLER  DOCUMENTARY 
PROPOSED  SHOOTING  SCHEDULE 
Thursday  and  *riday,  December  11  and  12. 


THURSDAY 

(With  sound  cameras,  *nih'nar  at  Mists  Cornell's  house 
at  Sneden's  landing,  eg  at- ¥,#<'»  ia  No,;  Yurk 

apd.ii  sound- studio  in-Nov:  York) . 


v°\  ^^y 
1 


9.00  A.K.  crew  arrive s at  location  to  set  up,  with  Richard  Wood. 

t J . to  — M Q**0 

10.30.A.M.  Miss  teller,  Miss  Thompson,  Mr.  Helpman,  Mr.  McClintic 
(conversation  around  a Coffee  table.  Discussion 
about  art  and  dancing.  Mr.  McC.  winds  up  with  a Joke, 
lip-read  by  Helen.  No  sound  on  this  conversation.) 

(Get  some  of  Polly's  signals  to  Helen) 

12.00  noon  Mr.  Helpman  dismissed  for  his  matinee. 


f Qjcuy  *>•  ¥ 
iA'a  £.cuuai 
Qj^jlSSOlQ 


12  to  2.00  Miss  Keller  and  Miss  Tompson  lunch  and  a lie-down. 

2.00  to  5.00  Miss  Keller  and  Miss  '-Thompson  with  sound  cameras. 

/f (Helen Js  explanation  of  her  speech.  With  Polly 
0 Helen  s toast.  With  Polly 

C Last  Sentence  of  Helen's  speech  at  Library  of  Cpngresr-close-up) 
!>  Sound  of  Helen  whistling  to  her  canary. 


N.B.  Clothes  necessary  for  thist- 
V/ashington  clothes  and  hats 
Blue  knit  dresses  and  pearls 

Indistinct  background  for  close-ups 
of  speech. 

5.00  to  4.00  Miss  Keller  listening  to  Marian  Anderson  singing. 

1 1 x (?,  L L 

MISS  KELLER  and  MISS  THOMPSON  return  to  Cosmopolitan  Club  for  the  night.  Car 
takes  MISS  ANDERSON  to  Connecticut,  truck  takes  cameras  and  lights  to  Kiss 
Graham's  studio  to  be  put  under  stairs  for  the  night, (Would  Nella  ^raddy  like 
to  stay  in  town  that  night,  too?) 

Friday 

(Without  sound  cameras  at  Miss  Graham's  studio,  516  East  65) 

8.00  to  9.50  Crew  sets  up  cameras  and  lights  in  large  studio.  Scenic  pieces 
should  be  in  place  the  night  before. 

Long  shots  and  elose-ups  of  dancing.  Without  Miss  Keller  and  Miss 
Thompson 

Close-ups  and  long-shots  of  Miss  Keller  with  dancers.  Miss  Keller 
with  drummer. 

12j-  to  2.30  Miss  Keller,  Miss  Thompson  and  Miss  Braduy  to  Cospolitan  club 
for  lunch  and  lie  down. 

2.50  to  5.00  Miss  Keller,  Miss  Thompson,  Mr.  McClintic,  Mr.  Helfaaan  and  Miss 

_ — — Graham.  With  dancers. 

Outdoor  shot-K,T,McC  and  H entering. 

Corridor  of  school  with  Gra  am. 

Lon;;  shots  and  close-ups  of  all. 


9.50  to  1?.00 
)lpJ8o  to  12,00 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City 
December  20,  1952 


Memo  for  Shute.  Copy  for  you. 
Sorry  to  have  been  so  Ions  about  it,  but 
what  with  one  thing  and  another — 

Do  you  want  those  bits  and 
fragments  we  copied  dov/n  from  Helen?  Do 
you  have  her  speech  on  her  volce--I  have,  as 
she  gave  it  with  a small  modification  from 
the  first  draft?  Anything  else? 

I hope  to  have  a good  report 
of  the  way  Kit  and  Martha  feel  after  they've 
seen  the  pictures. 

Be  merry  and  happy'. 

Love, 


Dear  Nancy, 


emorandum  to  Ji  amy  Chute 
17  rom  Nella  Braddy 


Re  first  draft  i elen  Keller  story  script 


On  the  whole  I like  It  very  much — the  general  feeling  and  the 
lean  tight  style.  I like  the  emphasis  on  the  work  that  Helen 
does,  the  burden  she  carries,  and  the  way  her  drive  towards 
service  builds  up.  I think  this  Is  particularly  important  because 
I have  sometimes  felt  that  the  pictures  incline  to  show 
Cinderella  at  the  party  without  adequate  explanation  o<*  how  she 
got  there.  Most  of  what  follows  is  for  your  background 
knowledge  and  much  of  it  seems  picky,  even  to  me,  but  the  final 
script  must  be  as  near  bullet-proof  as  we  can  make  it. 


isi-o  2.  Polly  came  to  Helen  in  Oct.,  1914  and  thus  had  22  years 
of  training  under  Annie  Sullivan  before  she  took  over  the  full 
responsibility.  Annie  Sullivan  died  in  Oct.,  1936. 

elen  "oes  not  spell  out  words,  only  Tolly.  Helen  speaks 
always  with  her  mouth  unless  she  is  talking  with  a deaf  person 
who  does  not  read  lips  well  enough  to  get  along  without  the 
manual  alphabet.  I do  not  altogether  like  the  phrase  "in  a 
foreign  language,"  though  it  may  be  more  vivid  than  any  other. 
V,ould  "finger  language"  or  "special  language"  be  better?  The 
only  difference  is  that  different  symbols  are  used  for  the 
Individual  letters. 

elen  did  hear  spoken  words  during  the  first  19  months 
of  her  life  and  had  oven  begun  to  try  to  talk.  "V.a-wa,"  her 
babyese  for  "water"  aAft.  re  embered  and  continued  to  use  until 
she  learned  to  talk  on  her  fingers.  By  the  time  Annie  .Sullivan 
reached  her  the  word  had  degenerated  into  "a  peculiar  noise," 
but  it  may  be  significant  that  "water"  was  the  "irst  word  that 
got  through  to  her  on  the  finger  alphabet. 


P'apre  3.  ny  state  lent  about  elen1  s voice  not  being  better 
because  her  vocal  cords  were  not  properly  developed  in  childhood 
Is  of  doubtful  accuracy,  etbods  of  instruction  have  improved 
since  she  was  taught,  but  when  a fair  comparison  Is  made,  that 
is  with  one  born  deaf  or  becoming  deaf  in  infancy  the  difference 
between  the  two  voices  is  not  as  remarkable  as  modern  teachers  of 
the  deaf  like  to  beli've.  I am  not  an  altogether  competent  vit.ness 
blMUU  I Ml  BO  familiar  with  Helen’s  speech,  but  others  who  are 
have  agreed  with  me.  Helen  used  her  voc'l  cords  a great  deal 
before  she  was  15 — made  all  sorts  of  uncouth  noises. 

Helen  "lived  in  darkness"  until  she  was  nearly  7--1&C  od 
only  3 months  when  Annie  Sullivan  came  on  March  3,  1387,  "the 
most  important  day  I reme  ber  in  all  my  life." 
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ono  to  J.  uhute  from  N.  Braddy  HK  script 


I- a k-3  3 ( cont . ) . .'elan's  birthplace  in  Tuscumbla  has  bean  made 
into  a shrine  and  is  now  one  o^  the  big  tourist  attractions  in 
the  Muscle  . hoals  area. 

. a -e  4 . I like  very  nucb  your  transition  from  full  names  to  first 
names  and  I like  your  calling  Teacher  Annie  Bulllvan.  Weald  it  be 
possible  or  desirable  to  establish  hera  here  as  Teacher  as  veil 
a teacher?  elen  began  at  once  calling  her  Teacher  and  nearly 
everyone  else  followed  suit,  j Ight  simplify  matters  later  on  if 
"Anne  Sullivan  Macy"  or  "Mrs.  John  nacy"  present  complications. 

Also  honorary  degree  from  Witwaterorand  'niveraity  in 
South  Africa  (Johannesburg).  Other  degrees  have  been  offered,  but 
Helen  has  been  capricious  about  accepting  them, 

Ko  Phi  Beta  Kappa. 


Ta 73  h.  Cleveland  was  t’ a first  President  to  welcome  Helen  to  the 
bite  House.  She  missed  out  on  Harrison,  McKinley,  and  Harding 
(note  evidence  of  impeccable  taste).  She  may  meet  Eisenhower,  but 
as  of  this  writing  would  rather  not. 

Sever  saw  the  aiser.  et  Alexander  of  Yugoslavia,  George 
V of  England,  George  of  Greece  (1946),  Emperor  and  Empress  of 
Japan  (twice),  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England,  mother  of  the  present 
ueen,  Queen  Wary,  and  the  )ueen  of  the  Hashemltes,  a jlrl  1 have 
not  be  able  to  track  down  beyond  the  fact  that  she  operates  in 
a Bh emits  Jordan.  Many  lesser  royalties. 

Annie  Sullivan,  even  when  she  was  able  to  o . sent  Jolly 
out  with  Helen.  Once  followed  them  secretly  ( I was  her  fellow 
conspirator)  to  see  how  they  were  doing;  Feb.,  1931,  from  the 
anonymous  audience  watched  Helen  receive  the  honorary  degree 
from  Temple  University ; tore  her  handkerchief  to  leces,  but  in 
the  end  was  satisfied.  Teacher's  whole  11  e was  devoted  to  making 
elen  independent — independent  even  of  her — and  this  may  well 
be  the  greatest  thing  she  ever  JId . 


k;;8  6.  Helen  has  not  yet  visisted  South  America,  hut  will  probably 
be  there  before  the  picture  1°.  finished. 

Helen  and  Polly  have  been  in  Japun  twice,  the  first  time 
in  1937.  The  people  fell  in  love  with  them  at  sight  and  they 
came  home  laden  with  gifts — many  more,  in  fact,  than  they  brought 
back  at  t'r  o end  of  their  second  trip.  One  reason  is  of  course  that 
the  Japanese  had  more  to  give  in  1937.  I make  a point,  o'  this  bee  use 
a romantic  illusion  persists  that  t!  e Japanese  rose  in  a body  to 
refurnish  the  house  at  Arcan  Ridge  when  it  was  rebuilt.  It  is 
true  th  t much  of  the  beauty  there  came  from  Japan,  but  other 
countries  gavo  what,  they  had  and  Helen's  fellow-  '.mericana  built 
and  furnished  that  house.  i#]  n and  Polly  love  th#  Japanese  mor# 

* nan  t ey  do  any  other  foreign  people.  The  people  return  the  love 
In  full  measure — Hiroshima  itself  could  not  cone  belvaen  them. 


•: to  . . 'hut«  '"rot:  . r; .ddy 


K script 
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f',;  1 bringing  bronkfast  to  oily."  e are  going  to  have 
trouble  with  this.  It  has  worried  Jolly  from  the  beginning 
ant  the  more  n e thinks  about  It  the  more  she  worries,  oily 
vent  down  at  5:00  AM  (an  usual)  and  prepared  breakfast; 
brought  it  all  up  herself  In  thermos  jugs,  etc.  except  two 
dishes  of  yoghurt  which  she  put  in  the  refrigerator  for  Helen 
to  bring  up  at  the  proper  time.  It  nay  require  morn  explanation 
t an  the  script  can  afford,  but  it  must  not  give  a wrong  Impression. 
All  * he  Arcan  :idge  shots  are  of  Immense  Importance  because  it 
Is  here  that  the  herd,  relentless  work  oes  on  that  makes  the 
public  life  seem  so  gay  and  triumphant;  and  It  Is  here  t at  t:;e 
mlque  and  intricate  relations'  ip  between  the  two  women  u -t  be 
3'  own  an  correctly  an  It  ie  humanly  possible,  ho  easy  task,  but 
erhapp  it  has  been  done.  I have  not  seen  the  pictures. 


a.-o  9 . Important  letters  that  require  mulling  over  are  sent 
off  to  be  Brailled.  Polly  does  not  know  Braille  and  wouldn’t  have 
time  for  It  if  she  did. 


- a ■ e 10 . Annie  lull Ivan  died  In  Oct.,  1936. 


- are  12.  Kot  yet  Calcutta.  . ow  about  Cape  Town,  lydney , Cairo? 

Pa»~e  13.  It  is  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  Robert 
Barnett  is  j s director. 


.aye  15.  "and  a working  knowledge  of  Spanish." 

Braille  did  not  teach  the  blind  to  read.  Various 
systems  were  already  in  use,  but  they  were  so  slow  and  clumsy 
t at  the  blind  were  practically  a segregated  group,  his  invention — 
en  lrely  contained,  in  a cell  of  six  raised  dots--made  It  possible 
for  the  blind  to  compete  with  the  seeing;  enabled  them  to  read 
and  write  in  any  language  in  the  world — English,  French,  German, 
Chinese,  or  whatever — and  to  write  music  and  mathematics.  His 
system  remains  the  greatest  single  forward  step  ever  taken  in 
the  history  of'  the  education  o‘  the  blind.  Without  it  Helen  could 
never  have  gone  to  college,  nor  could  the  other  blind  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  in  academic  halls.  The  two  great  names 
are  Louis  Braille  and  Pelen  teller  and  no  others  are  worthy  to 
be  put  beside  them. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  22,  1953 


Dear  Nancy , 


A large  part  of  this  seems  to  me  verv  much  all 
right , but  I still  feel  (and  I think  you  do  too)  that  the 
whole  thing  must  go  through  Shute's  mind  to  give  it  unity. 
Some  of  ny  comments  represent  my  own  prejudices  (which  are 
not  important),  but  there  are  some  inaccuracies. 


I find  the  ending  of  the  first  paragraph  weak.  (Shute's  I 
know.)  Would  it  not  be  stronger  and  more  definite  to  insert 
something  like  "which  she  joined  in  1923.  She  is  Counselor  on 
National  and  International  Relations." 

Next  sentence  (still  Shute) : I don't  like  the  passive  when  it 
can  be  avoided.  Six  lines  farther  down  he  violates  his  own 
principle  of  not  saying  anything  in  the  script  that  is  visible 
on  the  screen.  We  can  see  that  the  prongs  are  "little,"  but  I 
do  think  the  audience  may  need  to  be  warned  to  look  closely  for 
them.  Five  lines  below  the  same  principle  is  violated--the 
excitement  is  plain  to  everyone.  Page  12a  "takes  Helen's  hands 
to  his  lips" — same  objection.  And  I believe  we  have  already  had 
Helen  listening  this  way.  Near  the  bottom  of  the  page  is  another 
deletion  for  the  same  reason,  though  in  this  case  it  may  not  be 
clear  that  they  are  greeting  one  another. 

12a.  The  first  sentence  seems  to  indicate  that  Barnett  might 
have  made  a choice  at  the  moment  between  nrtomal  speech  and  the 
manual  alphabet.  The  emendation  about  the  middle  of  the  page 
is  to  avoid  the  awkwardness  of  "communicating"  and  "communicator" 
so  close  together. 

13.  I made  the  first  deletion  because  I think  the  audience  would 
need,  more  time  to  absorb  its  implications  than  the  movement  of 
the  picture  will  allow.  Both  Folly  and  Helen  agree  on  the 
deletion  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  and  they  feel  that  it  would  be 
very  wise  to  have  Dr.  O'Connor  read  the  part  of  the  script  which 
concerns  the  deaf  before  it  is  finally  recorded. 

13.  a.  I don't  altogether  understand  the  first  paragraph.  I think 
it  should  be  rewritten  with  the  pictures  in  front  of  you  and  then 
approved  by  Dr.  O'Connor.  It  would  bo  disastrous  for  us  to  make 
even  the  smallest  slip  and  neither  Helen  nor  Polly  just  here  can 
give  us  the  advice  we  need.  The  next  paragraph  also  needs 
re-doing.  There  are  at  least  two  leaf -blind  girls  in  this  country 
and  one  dea^-blind  man  who  do  not  live  in  a world  apart  and  there 
is  a woman  in  Australia  who  has  actually  married.  Any  generalization 
is  dangerous  and  any  comparison  with  Helen  must  be  made  with  the 
utmost  delicacy.  They  and  those  who  work  with  them  are  extraordinarily 
sen^iive.  But  I think  here  is  a good  place  to  emphasize  the  der.f- 
blind--nfter  all  this  picture  is,  in  a way,  for  them.  Something 
like:  "To  the  deaf  and  blind  Helen  means  light  and  hope.  Of  all 
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handicapped  groups  these  are  closest  to  her  heart.  They  are  her 
own  people,  fifteen  of  them  have  gathered  at  the  Light  Buoy 
In  Brooklyn  to  renew  old  acquaintance . " I like  the  Gllimore 
sequence. 

13b.  This  needs  rewriting  and  I wish  there  were  more  room  for 
what  needs  to  be  said.  It  is  very  important  to  bring  in  Dr.  Samuel 
Grldley  Howe.  lie  was  the  groat  pioneer.  He  opened  the  door  with 
Laura  Bridgman  and  brought  the  deaf-blind  out  of  their  legal 
classification  with  the  Idiots,  the  insane,  and  the  criminals. 
"Besides  Helen  Keller  Robert  Snithdas,±HxitjhBX0nlym!ilBK£wtoiiiHri 
graduate  of  St.  John's  in  Brooklyn,  is  the  only  deaf-blind 
person  to  achieve  a collage  degree.  Had  it  not  been  for  Dr. 

Samuel  Gridley  Howe  who  proved  with  Laura  Bridgman  that  the 
deaf-blind  can  be  taught  and  for  Anne  Sullivan  Lacy  who  proved 
with  Helen  Keller  that  Ihey  can  even  surpass  the  seeing,  Robert 
Smithdas  and  these  others  might  still  be  prisoners  of  the  silent 
dark,"  (Shute  take  it  over). 


Polly  was  very  pleased  with  the  portrait  of  Ka  tha  and  Shinzo's 
spontaneous  reaction  was  that  it  is  a thing  of  beauty  which  will 
fit  nicely  into  the  Arcan  Ridge  decor.  Ko  decision  was  reached 
about  the  framing,  but  he  will  take  care  of  it.  We  missed  you 
that  evening. 

I'll  go  over  the  rest  of  the  script  as  soon  as  it  comes  and  fire 
it  ou$h±  to  you.  Keith  and  I may  leave  here  next  Sunday  for  our 
trip  V'est--we’ll  be  gone  about  three  weeks. 

I hope  you  had  a good  rest  on  the  train  and  that  you  found  Kit 
untouched  by  flu. 


I'll  keep  Polly  In  touch  with  my  whereabouts.  We  can  use  her  as 
headquarters. 


My  love  to  you  both, 


Ill  T:>lfth  St.,  Garden  City,  Now  York 

:.arch  2,  1953 


Dear  Jim.y, 

I have  been  at  a loss  to  know  Just  what  to  do 
about  the  script  that  Nancy  sent.  Como  of  It,  is  all  right, 
but  on  the  whole  It  seems  to  me  heavy  and  dull,  And  there 
are  many  inaccuracies.  I have  gone  over  it  as  if  It  were 
a manuscript  at  my  desk  back  at  Doubleday 1 b.  After  that 
Dick  and  I had  a long  conference  and  found  ourselves  in 
complete  agreement.  I have  not  said  much  about  style 
because,  as  I told  Nancy  before  she  left  for  California, 
the  script  cannot  be  anything  but  a patchwork  unless  it  comes 
from  one  mind  and  one  pen.  Yours  are  the  mind  and  the  pen. 

My  memorandum  on  this  13  marked  A I have  taken  for  granted 
that  you  have  a copy  with  the  sane  pagination  as  mine. 

Before  the  words  are  finally  recorded  they  must 
have  "elen' a approval,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  they 
should  be  Helen's  words.  Rather  the  contrary.  The  "global 
Odyssey,"  quoted  from  her  at  the  bottom  of  p.  13  Jumps  out 
from  the  rest  of  the  text,  but  I won't  belabor  this  point, 
since  the  style  must  be  yours. 

elen' s spiritual  quality  and  the  sources  from 
which  is  rises  are  almost  ignored.  Hamlet  without  Hamlet. 

You  may  have  noted  that  Helen  examining  the  bust 
of  Gandhi  in  Jo  Davidson's  studio  is  omitted,  Dick  says  that 
this  is  only  because  they  have  not  found  a place  for  it.  We 
lose  much  without  it.  For  one  thing,  it  shews  Helen  with  a 
spiritual  leader  vrhom  she  has  admired  for  many  years,  for 
another,  it  shows  her  with  the  only  form  of  art  where  her 
onjoyment  is  independent  and  complete,  he  does  get  some 
pleasure  from  musical  vibrations,  but  not  enough  to  make  her 
seek  them  out  of  her  own  accord.  She  likes  exhibitions  of 
paintings  because  i oily  and  I love  them  and  do  all  we  can  to 
communicate  our  excitement.  3he  had  a wonderful  day  at 
wartha  Graham's,  as  we  all  did,  but  she  had  to  rely  upon 
Martha,  not  only  in  words,  but.  physically,  for  any  comprehension 
of  what  was  going  on.  With  a piece  of  sculpture  she  follows 
with  her  hands  the  hands  of  the  creator  and  Jo  is  not  the  only 
one  who  has  said  that  she  has  a deeper  understanding  of  the 
work  than  people  with  sight. 

I feel  that  too  little  has  been  3ald  about  Teacher's 
part  in  elen's  life.  Her  achievement  i9  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  the  deaf-blind,  but  credit  should  also  go  to  Dr. 

arauel  Gridley  Howe  (Julia  Vard  Hove's  husband).  He  was  the 
great  pioneer.  e opened  the  door,  roved  that  the  doaf-blind 
could  be  taught,  brought  them  up  from  their  legal  classification 
with  idiots,  criminals,  and  t’'s  insane,  without  his  work, 
notably  with  Laura  Bridgman,  Annie  Sullivan  might  never  have  gone 
to  Helen  eller.  It  was  hers  to  prove  t at  the  deaf-blind 
could  compote  with  the  seeing  and  even  surpass  them. 
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X think  more  emphasis  mlgpnt  bo  placed  upon  the  trag  dy  of 
deafness.  The  recent  British  film  "Manly"  which  you  may  have 
soon  brings  this  out  with  great  sensitivity  and  beauty.  I 
think  also  that  rao-'e  can  be  male  of  Helen’s  unique  tie  with 
the  deaf-blind.  Of  all  handicapped  groups  these  are  closest  to 
her  heart.  They  are  her  own  people  an-'  this  picture  In  a way 
is  made  for  them.  The  proceeds,  if  any,  are  to  go  to  them. 


A short  time  ago  a dreadful  manuscript  cam®  to  Alfred  Knopf 
from  Mcholas  .-.oncarrat,  author  of  "The  Gruel  lea,  The  heroine 
is  a deaf-blind  girl  of  radiant  beauty  who  spends  her  life 
collecting  money 'for  th©  blind.  Trickery  and  fraud  are  involved 
and  the  Implications  were  so  awful  that  Knopf  s chief  editor, 
hr.  Harold:  Strauss,  sent  the  thing  to  me.  'air  prostrated  i.e,  it 
did,  I am  not  cure  that  Konsarrat  evor  caw  Helen,  els  with  the 
British  Intelligence  in  Johannesburg  where  Helen  had  a notable 
triumph,  but  th't  wap.  the  year  "Th®  Cruel  Sea'  wap  public '--ed 
and  he  left  a while  to  visit  England  and  the  hi  tor  3tates« 
At  any  rate,  I have  no  doubt  that  she  was  his  talcing— off  point  : 
b complete  cynic  had.  watched  Helen  and  .oily  in 
action  and  had  drawn  the  worst  possible  conclusions,  nopf 
couV'  not  be  more  decent  about  it,  nor  more  disturbed,  ana  will 
do  whet  they  can.  X am  sending  you  a copy  of  my  memorandum  to 
Hr*  Strauss  because  It  indicates  the  sorts  of  things  that  right 
be  said  about  elan,  This,  marked  B,  lo  for  background  only. 

C Is  a catchall  for  olds  and  ends. 

eor  Sir,  I am  at  your  nervica, 
and  this  sincerely , 


I sometimes  think  we  could  go  much  farther  much  faster  If 
we  could  talk.  Then  X remember  that  long  day  at  Arcan  ldge.  i 
see  you  shudder  and  hear  you  say  God  forbid. 


Comments  on  Script  for  Helen  Keller  Documentary  Film  by  NBK 


1.  Except  for  the  first  sentence  I like  the  original  first 
paragraph  better  than  the  second. 

4th  line  from  bottom  "the"  room  Instead  of  "a." 

2.  3rd  line  from  bottom  omit  "and  those  she  comes  to  know"  unless 
it  is  needed  picture-wise. 

3.  Final  sentence  1st  paragraph.  Suggest  something  like  "You  must 
remember  that  she  does  not  hear  the  Broken  word  nor  see  the  lips 

forming  it.  Her  voice  is  her  greatest  sorrow but  let  Helen  tell 

you:" 

I feel  strongly  that  Helen's  speech  should  be  cut,  but  this  may  not 
be  possible.  Many  people  find  her  voice  painful  and  throughout  the 
picture  I think  it  should  be  as  little  used  as  possible  to 
establish  what  it  is  and  what  it  means  to  her. 

4.  pix  5.  The  deaf  resent  the  word  "dumb"  and  it  is  seldom  used 
nowadays.  "Left  blind  and  deaf  by  illness"  tells  the  story. 

Cut  final  paragraph:  "How  her  parents  learned  of  the  Perkins 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  how  from  that  Institute  came  a twenty- 
year  old  graduate,  Anne  Hans field  Sullivan,  to  be  her  teacher. 

How  Annie  Sullivan  broke  at  last  through  the  darkness  and  the 
silence."  (It  was  a harness  salesman  and  not  a bookseller  who 
located  the  school  for  them.  Mrs.  Keller  had  first  learned  of 
it  through  reading  the  account  of  Laura  Bridgman  in  Dickens' 
"American  Notes"  and  when  the  harness  salesman  appeared  from 
Boston  she  asked  him  to  find^out  if  the  school  still  existed.) 

5 & 6.  Pinal  paragraph  on  5 and  nearly  all  of  6 must  be  rewritten. 
"She  went  for  a while  to  Annie  Sullivan's  school,  the  Perkins 
Institute,  and  to  many  other  schools."  (She  did  not  go  to 
the  Horace  Mann  School  for  the  Deaf  but  had  a few  private  lesssons 
in  speech  from  its  principal,  Mrs.  Sarah  Fuller.  She  did  attend 
t He  Wright  Humason  School  and  the  Cambridge  School  for  Young 
Ladies  where  the  other  pupils  were  perfectly  normal.  She  had 
various  tutors,  but  whether  her  lessons  were  in  school  or  In 
private  they  had  to  be  spelled  to  her  by  Annie  Sullivan. Greek 
and  Latin  she  studied  both  ways  and  with  at  least  two  tutors, 
one  of  whom  wp.s  a much  better  teacher  than  the  Presbyterian 
minlst  er . ) 

She  lid  not  study  German  with  Hr.  Hitz,  but  they  always  talked 
together  in  that  language.  He  was  the  one  who  introduced  her  to 
Swedenborg  and  he  was  always  very  dear  to  her. 

Annie  Sullivan  <id  not  devise  the  method  of  teaching  geometry. 

She  did  not  know  enough  geometry  to  do  it  and  she  was  not  inventive 
in  that  direction. 

7.  Laot  paragraph.  Omit  "the  only  v/ork  she  felt  she  was  equipped 
and  destined  to  do."  At  that  time  Helen  hoped  to  be  able  to  make 
her  living  by  all  sorts  of  writing.  Destiny  had  already  put  the 
finger  on  her,  but  she  was  not  yet  aware  of  it.  Omit  "articles 
and  books,  about  the  needs  of  the  deaf  and  the  blind." 
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8.  I thought  at  first  that  the  quotation  from  "The  Song  of  the 
Stone  Wall"  should  be  out,  but  after  discussion  agreed^with  Dick 
that  with  her  beautiful  voice  Kit  might  be  able  to  make  something 
very  special  out  of  it. 

The  poem  was  written  after  they  moved  to  the  home  in  V.' rent  ham 
immediately  after  Helen's  graduation.  It  was  in  fact  inspired  by 
the  stone  walls  on  the  place.  I think  she  should  be  established 
at  Vrentham  before  ! ar  after-college  writing  is  considered. 

Still  sho  s of  friends  will  probably  be  omitted,  hr.  ; itz 
might  be  called  "her  beloved  foster  father,"  but  not  "her 
German  professor." 

Final  paragraph.  Hot  merely  "during  these  years,"  but  every 
single  day  since  she  first,  had  lessons  Helen  has  worked  to  im- 
prove her  speech.  The  primary  reason  was  not  for  the  purpose  of 
lecturing,  but  simply  to  make  herself  more  intelligible.  The 
Improvement  by  1913  was  such  that  they  felt  she  might,  try  herself 
on  the  platform. 

9.  pix.  33.  Gut  after  "Annie  interpreted  for  her"  and  bring  in 
from  p.  11  the  idea  in  the  2nd  paragraph  about  Helen's  appeal. 

It  was  Helen's  Instantaneous  success  that  started  them  off  on 
the  five-year  lecture  tour. 

pix  34.  Polly  is  a Scot — in  her  opinion  only  whisky  and  dogs  are 
Scotch.  She'd  have  trouble  with  her  blood  pressure  if  she  went  into 
the  script  as  a Scotchwoman. 

Final  paragraph  and  nearly  all  of  10  should  be  rewritten,  but  the 
reasons  are  so  obvious  that  I won't  go  into  them. 

10.  (See  9 above),  nix  38.  People  were  shocked  that  Helen  seller 
would  make  a movie  and  go  into  vaudeville.  I think  her  name 
should  he  emphasized  here. 

Their  reasons  for  going  into  vaudeville  were  financial  and  the 
mission  was  Incidental.  Helen  was  trying  to  get  money  to  provide 
for  Teacher's  old  age.  I think  the  simple  statement  that  they 
went  into  vaudeville  Is  enough. 

41.  In  all  these  schools  and  homes  (I  believe  the  selection  has 
not  been  made)  other  vital  factors  were  concerned  and  it  is 
most  important  not  to  over-empbasize  Helen's  contribution.  It 
would  of  course  be  difficult  to  over-emphasize  her  inspirational 
value . 

12.  c).  ielete  Statement  is  true. 

13.  Cut  radically.  "When  Annie  Sullivan  was  no  longer  able  to 
go  with  her"  is  ambiguous.  Say  instead  "After  Annie  Sullivan 
died." 

Final  paragraph.  "The  United  States"  Instead  of  "America." 

14.  "renewed  hope"  sentence  repetitious. 

AWVS  bit  seems  to  me  very  boring,  but.  I have  not  seen  the 
picture.  In  fact  here,  in  Australia,  and  in  South  Africa  the 
newsreel  sequences  seem  to  me  to  drag  frightfully  In  the  reading. 
Against  the  picture  they  may  not. 

[(,  * 17.  ' oo  much  of  Helen's  voice. 

$ . ’’o  ’■•■'vp  taken  the  yoghurt  hurdle.  he 
Folly  has  okayed  it. 
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21.  different  aort  of  script  needed  for  the  walk.  A very  Important 
part  of  Helen's  day  has  been  omitted.  I think  Dick  will  take 
care  of  it  v en  he  goe3  back  to  Arcan  Ridge  to  make  the  final 
shots.  She  begins  every  day^by  reading  something  from  the  Bible, 
usually  something  from  the  Psalms, carries  what  she  has  read 
with  her  on  her  walk  and  learns  to  understand  it  so  much  better." 
The  last  part  of  this  sentence  is  a quotation  from  Helen.  Her 
favorite  Psalms  are:  23,  90,  98,  100.  Perhaps  she  could  be  shown 
at  her  'esk  with  the  Braille  Bible  under  her  fingers  and  the 
script  without  mentioning  the  Bible  might  be  a fragment  from  one 
of  the  Psalms:  "Know  ye  that  the  Lord  he  is  God... we  are  his 
people,  and  the  sheep  of  his  pasture."  Kit's  voice  would  say 
this. 

"When  I come  in  from  my  walk  I think  of  what  the  day  is  bringing 
me  and  how  best  to  meet  its  demands." 

"I  pray  God  that  I may  act  according  to  His  laws  of  life  and  not 
in  words  merely,  but  in  acts  I may  fulfil  His  desire." 

"Humbly  I thank  Him  for  permitting  me  to  feel  so  close  to  Him." 

The  above  are  Helen's  own  words  in  answer  to  questions  of  mine.  I 
give  them  for  background.  This  whole  phase  of  Helen' 3 life  is 
terribly  skimped  in  the  picture  as  it  now  stands — a serious  loss. 

23.  Omit  Swedenborg.  Name  means  less  than  nothing  to  the  average 
person. 

24.  Omit  "Every  letter..."  through  "Helen  types  it  again." 

Omit  "These  are  a gift..."  through  "heard  her  say  go." 

25.  Final  paragraph  wordy . Do  not  say  "More  often  than  Helen  and 

Polly  like..."  but  "Constantly..."  or  something  of  the  sort.  The 
truth  is  that  they  love  their 'travels  and  even  if  they  didn't  it 
might  be  unwise  to  3ay  so.  5.**.  x-3  -^oy  &**■**■  cwJL  v&maa-  Aa-x-cX.  » 

26.  1st  line.  Omit  "any  place  where  they  are  needed."  Weakens 
final  sentence  in  the  script. 

Omit  entire  paragraph  beginning  "The  Library  of  Congress..." 

27.  Omit  Helen's  voice  at  the  bottom  of  the  page. 

23.  Sour  comment.  Some  of  us  don't  like  shopping  and  I am  not 
sure  that  Helen  doe3,  but  she  does  love  the  excitement  of  the 
streets,  etc. 

29.  Omit  Helen  and  Folly  Just  after  Swarthout  song  which, 
incidentally  is  "Bless  this  House." 

29-32.  ' rom  the  beginning  at  Sneden's  through  the  scenes  at 
Martha  Graham's  must  be  redone.  Much  too  wordy.  I think  such 
statements  as  "Kr.  cC.  does  not  feel  that  Mr.  Helpmann  has  made 
his  point"  should  be  omitted  (though  God  knows  I agree  with  it). 

I think  the  descriptive  parts  like  the  one  ksx  about  Helen's 
"fine  relish  and  complete  receptivity"  should  go.  I think  instead 
of  " he  dance  in  preparation.. 1 through  the  end  of  the  sentence 
could  be  "Mss  Graham  outlines  the  meaning  o^  the  dance  to  Helen." 
V.'hat  can  people  like  Anne  and  Lillian,  tne  girls  that  work  at 
Arcan  Ridge (do  with  a word  like  "chore-  j y"? 
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29- 32  (cont.).  I yield  to  no  one  in  my  admiration  of  Martha 
Graham,  hut  I think  she  is  not  always  easy  to  understand  and 
I believe  that  most  people  are  going  to  be  pretty  well 
mystified  by  the  dance  sequences.  Dick  is  keeping  them  as 
short  as  possible,  p.31.  In  place  of  2nd  paragraph:  "Helen 
will  be  able  to  describe  this  dance  for  years  to  come."  Dome 
such  tightening  as  this  I think  essential  through  most  of  the 
rest  of  the  script.  The  statement  at  the  bottom  of  the  page 
is  not  true.  Taste  and  smell  are  forgotten,  p.32.  The  lion 
was  not  bewitched.  He  was  torpid  with  food.  I should  omit  all 
or  most  of  Helen's  speech  to  the  dancers. 


33.  2nd  line.  Omlt'Wecutive . " I feel  "helping  to  raise  money 
for  it"  a lame  conclusion.  It  is  only  one  of  her  activities  and 
not  the  most  Important.  She  Joined  the  Foundation  in  1923  and  .is 
now  Counselor  on  National  and  International  Relations.  Omit 

"All  faces  reflect  Helen’s  excitement."  Recast1'  r.  -arnett, 
not  speaking  the  manual  language,  etc. ? or  leave  it  out  altogether. 

He  has  no  choice.  He  does  not  know  the  manual  alphabet. 

34-37.  o much  of  this  is^fantastically  bad  that  there  Is  not 
much  use  in  commenting  upon  it  at  this  stage,  p.35.  Helen  not 
only  once,  but  repeatedly  has  said,  and  still  says  that  she  would 
choose  blindness  instead  of  deafness.  The  born  deaf  or  those  who 
become  deaf  in  infancy  never,  expect  under  most  unusual  circumstances, 
really  acquire  language.  If  they  go  to  college,  in  this  country, 
they  go  to  Gallaudet  in  Washington  which  is  for  the  deaf.  They  are 
not  allowed  to  use  the  manual  alphabet  or  the  sign  language  while 
they  are  in  school,  but  as  one  of  the  teachers  at  the  Lexington 
School  said,  they  bootleg  them.  Lip  reading  Is  just  too  damn 
difficult.  The  story  is  of  course  something  else  again  if  one 
loses  his  hearing  later  In  life  and  becomes  proficient  at  lip- 
reading.  p.  37.  Robert  Smithdas  lost  his  sight  at  5,  his  hearing 
at  10  or  12.  He  attended  the  Perkins  Institute  for  a while, 

Annie  Sullivan's  alma  mater  which  Helen  also  attended  for  a time. 

I don' A know  what  Nancy  means  by  some  of  the  statements  on  these 
pages  and  I think  they  should  be  clarifed  before  you  try  to  tackle 
them. 

3$.  ear  the  bottom  of  the  page  we  have  the  Governor  General 
welcoming  elen  as  sr e starts  her  tour  of  South  Africa;  at  the 
to.j  of  the  page  we  have  her  in  the  middle  of  the  tour.  I'd 
throw  out  all  the  philosophizing. 

41-42.  I should  have  the  paragraph  at  the  bottom  of  the  page 
run  something  like:  "At  the  Paris  offices  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  Helen  settles  down  to  write  a 
speech  in  French.  Tomorrow  she  will  deliver  the  speech  at  a 
great  convocation  in  honor  of  Louis  Braille  wnd  invented  the 
method  of  reading  and  writing  which  the  blind  use  all  over  the 
world." 

44.  We  had  so  few  pecan3--5  or  7 — that  the  statement  about 
sending  a box  to  a friend  is  rather  absurd.  Could  read  "Helen 
shells  pecans  for  the  next  day's  salad"  or  for  any  other  purpose 
you  can  think  of  where  a small  sauce rful  would  be  enough. 
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08*> ran ’'..iiB  to  r.  iarold  i ranee 
rora  Kella  Uradrty  enney 


hot  The  tor,  of  ether  Costello 
iy  Nicholas  onsarrat 


To  begin  with  X grant  that  r,  onsarrat  has  a vail.-*  coaplftint 
a alnat.  fraud,  extravagance,  an <5  evil  In  the  collation  and 
a'nlnlet ratios  of  funds  for  t:-  e handicapped.  I grant  that  hie 
Purpose  aay  be  noble,  "fcH.it  unless  I aa;  mistaken  ho  i»  himself 
hoping  to  taake  ooney  out  of  the  deaf-blind  with  this  book.  Jt 
is  conceivable  (bat  not  by  s:©)  that  eotne  good  :r.lght  follow,  but 
ooui  * it  be  enough  to  make  up  for  the  dosage  it  will  do  to  the 
work  for  ‘ e blind,  iho  deaf-blind  and  all  oth  er  groups  that 
depend  upon  our  compassion? 

V- 

ome thing  aunt  have  happened  in  South  Africa  to  set  his  off— 
an  incident  mi  sand  oh  stood  or  nleint.erpreted — or  it  - ay  be  that 
he  resented  elen  oiler's  coming  to  >outh  Africa,  especially 
since  her  purpose  was  to  raise  money  for  the  non-  iXtro;  *an  blind. 

X ,l'ink  he  coal-*  not  have  been  more  unfortunate  in  his 
c oice  of  a heroine.  In  the  sod,  neglected  ranks  of  the  deaf- 
blind,  "the  loneliest  people  in  tie  world"  Kies  toller  calls  them, 
no  few  have  reached  any  sort  of  distinction  t at  t:  ere  is  only 
one  upon  v ora  he  could  have  based  hie  story.  "Helen  Kellers" 
appear  fror  * Ire  to  time,  but  none  remotely  com;  arable  with 
elen  slier  i niseis  t ;©  fantastic  claims  which  t.ho  oviei  ?nion 
safcon  for  1 a orokbodova  are  true.  These  we  h.ave  no  way  of 
proving  and  in  any  event  Olga's  life  has  taken  a different  course. 

^ There  la  no  Helen  heller  rounfation  (like  tho  "ether  Costello 
oundatlon),  but  there  is  a elen  i.eller  gndowuent  fund  and  a 
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I elen  Cellar  Gomel tie  for  the  »«af-bllnd  under  t'.e  Atterlcan 
roiadatlon  for  t o nilnd.  or  nan:*  to  on  the  letter  head  of  this 

organization  and  la  used  and  will  be  used  In  various  other  way*. 

he  haa  boen  a beggar  since  aho  wan  a child  when  she  turned  away 
from  her  lessons  to  raise  a fund  for  tire  education  of  a deaf-blind 
boy  who,  thanks  to  her,  boeame  largely  aelf-a.ii, porting,  he  hna 
nav.tr. JjteLftft-IaE -LJlC&aJ-X  *w5  hated  the  role  to  an  extent 

that  I thin*  r,  onsarrat  ight  find  difficult  to  mderstand,  but 
a:  e will  hold  out  her  "tip  cup”  (I  quote  from  . r,  fc. ) as  long  a* 
a blind  person  who  needs  help  la  left  In  the  world, 
i .ong  h unsavory  directors  o£'  he  • 'other  Coot  ell©  roundatlon 
la  "a  gretvt  la  y ©*  t e American  theatre,"  'he  American  "oundatloa 
has  isa  atl  arlne  Cornell,  r,  onsarrat  may  have  ta  *n  his  cue 
from  las  : elen  T.ayee  and  the  polio  foundation.  1 as  inclined  to 
think  i 1#  a shot  in  the  dark,  but  the  attack  on  . iso  Keller  seems 
to  me  deliberate  and  .allgn&nt, 
r.  'onoarrat  emphasises  t er’e  physical  strength  beauty. 
These  qualities  are  rare  a-.-ong  the  deaf-blind,  for  ge  e rally  the 
disease  or  accident  ’ hat  cairns  t e deafnese  and  blindness  shatters 
the  rent  of  the  system.  In  filer's  strength  has  always  been  on* 
of  her  greatest.  assets.  ‘"Too  radiating."  1 can  see  how  one  who 
hoard  0-'  this  radiance  at  s«o*»nd-hand  (or  even  one  w o saw  It) 
could  regard  It  wit'  outraged  disbelief,  remembering  the  dar;  ness 
and  alienee  out  of  wv-ic:  it  springs,  .Jut  it  le  spiritual,  It  Is 
permanent.  It  In  true,  ‘the  beautiful  eyes  that  seer,  to  look  at  you 
are  the  color  of  those  which  were  removed  long  age*  but  trey  are 
not  real.  Ins  Teller  uses  them  because  they  are  less  repugnant  to 
t:  --  beholder  V.  an  empty  sockets. 
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rt  °r  * hideous  voice  might  be  that  of  almost  any  person  born 
deaf  who  has  leArnad  to  speak.  1 do  not  Mni  Ice  Keller'*  voice 
unpleasant,  but  1 am  accustomed  to  It.  Miss  Keller  consider*  It 
her  greatest  handicap  because  »h#  feels  that  she  could  have  done 
ao  much  more  good  in  the  world  if  s).o  had  been  able  to  speak 
in  tones  agreeable  to  hear.  The  "frightening,  unco-ordlnated 
•peach”  la  bad  reporting  on  Inaccurate  listening.  ” ..oich  was  now 
b^lng  trained  to  ape  human  tones"  and  "which  she  now  produced  for 
th  entertainment  o<  V:  a public  are  not  easy  to  forgive.  X would 
as  soon  see  a cripple  kicked. 

"t  .0  w:-.s  a rae  at,  ' but  basically  the  thing  was  on  the  level," 

. says  after  describing  the  secret  signals  used  to  ma  e 
the  platform  appearance  effective.  ioa  seller's  response,  not 

oiuy  on  tne  platform,  is  so  quick  and  warm  and  alive  that  it  may 

well  seem  that  trickery  is  at  work.  It  lari' t.  There  are  no  secret 
signals. 

^'*The  end-result,  in  any  esse,  Justified  all  this,  nine®  the  end- 
re  -ult  was  moneys  money  for  the  blind."  The  appalling  implications 
in  this  sentence  need  no  comment. 

o near rat  ^ollowc  the  broad  outlines  o'"  the  *Jolen  Keller  story 
wlth  maaalv®  ignorance,  e has  Esther  educated  in  Boston  at  the 
'local  eaf-and-bumb  Institute."  In  that  city  she  would  have  gone 
straight  to  the  Jerkins  Instltuion  for  the  r;llnd  which  has  b*en 
celebrated  for  its  work  with  the  deaf-blind  for  sore  than  a 
hundred  years,  over  since  "r.  Howe  taught  Laura  Bridgman  here,  the 
lrr.t  eaf-hUnd  person  ever  to  be  brought  into  co  muni  oat  ion  with 
t" ' 89ein6  and  hearing.  Mss  Keller  attended  this  school  for  a while. 

little  r.o-e  study  might  have  informed  r.  v. . that  the  word  " luob" 

It  not  used  except  in  the  mor^t  backward  areas  and  by  the  nost 
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Inconsiderate,  for  it  is  offensive  alike  to  the  blind  and  the 
teaf-bllnd. 

! inching  thr>  deaf-blind  requires  S'-ch  a ooabin  tion  of  labor, 
skill.  Intelligence,  and  devotion  that  r,  obert  larnott,  dlrsctor 
of  t.  a American  "oun  'atlon  for  ttr*  Blind , is  of  tns  opinion  that 
tare  are  not  ten  people  in  tho  united  states  capable  of  it,  less 
than  50  in  the  whole  world.  Yet  r.  as.:»  us  to  ballove  that 
a quits  ordinary  woman  was  able  to  tons  it  off  in  four  years,  h* 
says  it  took  work,  but  he  never  tcakea  us  feel  that  it  did  and  his 
erotosq  ieries  in  describing  the  rocees  a r*  so  numerous  that  I 
sr  11  not  go  into  the®  unless  you  want  me  to, 

Cft  he  extraordinary  good  that  brought  together  Annie  till  Ivan 

t 9 toac  or  And  eien  ^Iler  the  pupil  resulted  in  such  cir-culoue 
regress  t at  after  t:  « first  wonder  people  turned  to  disbelief, 
hat  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  bias  3 oiler  went  to  Wcll^fe 
ollege  w.  ere  no  favors  were  granted  and  where,  $-s  you  way  re  e her 
she  graduated  c.;k  laude.  It  has  taken  her  nearly  a lifetime  to 
prove  that  she  is  exactly  what  she  seems  to  be — and  ap  nreutly  e e 
hasn’t  succeeded  yet. 

f-  -'no  other  source  of  misunderstanding  I should  not  think  worth 
mentioning  except  that  r.  onanrrat's  emphasis  is  on  money.  They 
"lived  at  a pi  to:  of  extravagance  which  endangered  their  reputation." 
i lss  leller  is  given  t « royal  treataent  w orever  she  goes  and  *he 
belief  is  common  that  she  is  very  well  to  do.  The  truth  is  that 
even  today  she  depends  to  a large  extent  upon  the  capricious  bounty 
of  ti  e rich,  in  1919  she  felt  obliged  to  go  Into  vaudeville  to 
earn  enough  to  support  herself  and  her  teacher.  There  followed  an 
anguished  howl  that  she  was  Making  a spectacle  of  herself,  but  s'  * 
said  then  and  she  says  now  that  she  was  proud  to  e»a«e  her  l road 


that  way.  oney  never  poured  in  upon  har  as  it  did  u*  on  'ether 
Costello,  though  it  may  have  seemed  *o  to  r,  konsarrat  in  2outh 
Africa  where  the  response  to  her  appaal  waa  sost  generous. 

I lava  chscked  ay  reactions  to  the  manuscript  with 
several  othar  people.  All  gave  raa  violent  support  except  one, 
r.  iobert  vrnett,  a y ting  blind  man,  rath ar  lncolnaaqua  In 
appear&xcs  and  attitude,  director  of  the  American  foundation  for 
the  blind . a re^uaed  to  take  li  seriously — aal ' n o publisher  would 
rint  au eh  trash. 

I know  this  is  not  true.  hr.  , onsarrat  has  bean  too 
successful  not  to  find  a publisher  for  almost  anything  he  eight 
wr  to.  I hope  you  can  persuade  him  against  publishing  it.  1 do 
not  protend  to  care  what  happens  to  him,  but  if  thla  thing  comes  out 
ha  runs  tha  risk  of  alienating  mu oh  of  his  present  admiring 
audience.  If  he  insists  upon  gul^e  ahead  with  it  I hope  you  can 
fin  o aeons  cleverer  than  1,  someone  who  can  read  It.  wit  out  the 

grief  and  anger  1 feel,  to  show  Mm  how  to  revise  it.  If  it  in 
published  as  it  stan's — in  the  halted  tatao,  in  ’.cag land,  or  in 
outh  Africa — champion®  will  rise  all  over  the  world  to  defend 
lss  Keller,  --las,  that  at  thla  lata  data  it  is  possible  that  they 
might  b*  necessary. 


Janus  ry  ?1,  1953 


Odds  and  Tnds 


From  Helen: 

People  think  Tencher  has  left  me.  She  Is  with  me  every  day. 

Polly  and  I are  Jest  simple  women  trying  to  follow  the  light  from 
Teacher’s  beam. 

I work  for  the  handicapped  not  because  they  are  deaf  or  blind, 
but  because  they  are  human.  Teacher  never  thought  of  me  as 
deaf  and  blind, 

he  most  important  work  for  the  blind  is  prevention  of  blindness, 
(elan  will  bo  disappointed  if  this  is  not  brought  in  somewhere.) 

Her  present-day  comment  on  the  protest  that  followed  her  entrance 
into  vaudeville:  "I  was  proud  to  earn  my  bread  that  way." 

A few  years  ago  Helen  and  Polly  and  I went  to  a Van  Gogh  exhibit 
at  the  Metropolitan.  A .'ocumentary  of  the  painter's  life  was  also 
shown.  We  spelled  it  to  Helen  and  described  the  pictures  as  best 
we  could.  As  we  came  out  Helen  said,  "He  knew  a deeper  darkness 
than  I have  ever  known." 

Strait  jacket  of  routine  and  publicity  which  Teacher  and  I have 
worn  the  best  part  of  our  lives. 

Raise  ray  voice,  feeble  though  it  be,  against  the  cruel  things 
that  wrong  the  Image  of  God  in  my  heart. 


The  scene  of  roily  packing  at  night  is  very  characteristic.  The 
day  has  been  too  busy,  but  now  the  telephone  is  quiet  and  the 
other  interruptions  are  gone. 

Recently  I have  been  going  back  over  the  letters  I have  had 
from  the  household  since  the  middle  20' s.  The  recurrent  theme 
in  lolly's  is  the  burden  of  the  desk.  The  desk  has  never  been 
cleared  and  it  piles  up  higher  than  ever  when  they  are  away. 

Yet  the  burden  of  it  should  not  be  overemphasized,  rom  Polly: 

"Ve  do  gat  a bit  weary  of  the  never-ending  letters  and  work  at 
the  desk — Sundays,  Saturdays,  holidavs  alike,  but  it  is  our 
Job  and  it  will  continue  to  the  end. ' 

A reporter  who  followed  Helen  through  a veterans'  hospital  in 
Atlanta:  "Not  once  did  she  mention  her  own  handicaps  or  her 
struggle  to  overcome  them." 

artha  Graham  spoke  of  the  eagerness  with  which  ielen  goes 
towards  a new  experience,  "ko  ego  block  stands  in  the  way." 

elen,  in  spite  of  the  extravagant  compliments  that  have  been 
paid  her  is  as  nearly  without  ego  as  one  so  capable  and 
Intelligent  can  be.  One  reason  in  that  the  compliments  seldom 
fail  to  remind  her  that  she  is  deaf  and  blind.  I never  think  of  , 
it,  now,  but  1 did  in  the  beginning.  And  most  of  those  she  'ft*** 
mAfl  n^ver  go  beyond  that  first  superficial  contact.  fc 
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COMMENTS  BY  HELEN  KELLER  AND  FOLLY  THOMSON  ON  DOCUb ENTARY  SCRIPT 
(NBH  In  parentheses) 


1.  1 elan  objects  to  "if  you  are  a loved  friend,"  since  she 
also  recognizes  the  steps  of  those  she  does  not  love.  (I 
should  not  give  up  "loved  friend"  for  Polly,  but  the  sentence 
can  be  recast.) 

: elan  says  she  cannot  tell  pine  from  mahogany  and  she  does  not 
feel  that  Justice  is  done  to  the  sense  of  smell.  She  suggests, 
"Smell  is  another  link  with  Polly  and  all  the  persons  she  comes 
to  know.  It  also  brings  her  poetry  in  the  thousand  scents 
flooding  the  outdoors."  (In  general  I think  Helen' s style  is  too 
conspicuous  in  the  script  and  should  not  be  adopted  unless  it 
comes  natural  to  the  script  writer.  ) 


2.  Hoth  objected  to  calling  Anne  their  housekeeper,  but  since 
they  couldn't  think  of  a better  term  they  agread  to  let  it  stand. 

The  final  sentence  in  the  first  paragraph  may  not  stand,  Thi3 
i 3 a troublesome  point  and  Shute  is  working  on  it. 

elen  objects  violently  to  "both  of  old  American  families."  She 
rtawi  does  not  like  the  way  it  separates  her  from  the  generality 
of  mankind  and  moreover  she  says  with  a thump  her  father  was 
S Vrl  8 S '. 


3.  This  harness  salesman  has  turned  out  to  be  a damned  nuisance. 
(Curious  how  he  sticks  in  everybody's  mind.)  : rn.  Keller  had 
already  read  "lckeno'  American  Kotea  and  had  learned  that  the 
Perkins  Institution  had  existed.  She  asked  the  salesman  who  was 
from  Boston  if  he  had  ever  heard  of  it.  lie  said  No  but  promised 
to  find  out  if  it  was  still  there.  Kith  this  he  disappears  from 
the  scene.  The  strong  connection  is  between  Krs.  Keller  and 
Dickens,  the  next  between  the  Kellers  and  r.  Bell.  (See  ASM 
p.  10A  where  Teacher  is  the  authority  for  the  statements.) 

Helen  ^oes  not  like  "half-blind  sb  a child"  for  Annie  Sullivan, 
'uggests  "whose  sight  had  been  partially  restored."  The  point 
should  be  made  that  Teacher's  sight  was  still  not  normal  when 
she  came  to  Tuscumbla. 

Helen  says  she  ’id  not  leap  from  Kit  achievement  to  achievement, 
she  was  very  slow  about  it.  (She  couldn't  be  wronger  and  I'd  be 
willing  to  put  up  a fight  on  this.) 


A.  She  and  lolly  both  objected  to  the  published  writer  at  ten, 
but  I beat  them  down  by  explaining  that  the  visible  evidence 
would  be  on  the  screen  and  that  publication  in  a magazine  was  still 
publication. 
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A (cont.).  Dr.  Bell  did  not  help  chart  the  course  of  Helen’s 
education.  His  importance  lay  in  his  great  admiration  of 
Annie’s  methods  and  the  support  and  encouragement  he  gave  her 
always.  The  dispute  about  methods  was  often  very  acrimonious 
and  it  was  no  slight  thing  to  have  Dr.  Bell  on  their  side.  He 
gave  Teacher  confidence  in  herself  at  a time  when  she  stood  in 
need  of  it. 

elen  wants  "even"  to  come  out  of  the  sentence  on  geometry. 

he  says  anybody  can  learn  geometry  . [ ) 


6.  Mr.  Kltz  was  never  Helen's  German  professor.  They  talked 
German  when  they  were  together,  but  Helen  learned  it  in 
school  and  from  tutors. 


7.  1919  lecture  tour  ended  in  Hollywood  not  true.  Idea  for 
film  was  presented  to  them  in  1913  at  '‘•orest  ills.  They  met 
Charlie  Chaplin  and  liked  him  but  he  did  not  welcome  them  to 

Hollywood . 


9.  Helen  will  not  tand  for  the  first  sentence  about  the  power 
of  the  personal  appearance,  nor  will  Polly.  They  went  into 
vaudeville  for  money.  (I  think  the  sentence  might  simply  be 
omitted.  Let  the  motive  go.  They  went  into  vaudeville  period.) 

For  the  paragraph  about  schools,  etc.  Helen  has  made  a few 
notes,  herewith  inclosed.  ( ust  speak  to  Folly  about  the  skip- 
distance  on  Helen’s  typewriter.) 


10.  Last  sentence.  They  say  they  did  not  open  & nursery  in 
London. 

Xix  11.  Anne  'ullivan  f acy  died  on  Oct.  20,  1976 

They  feel  that  the  AV'VS  presentation  is  too  trivial  to  Include, 
but  if  it  is  pleasing  in  itself  I think  they  will  not  make  an 
issue  of  it. 

omewhere — .elen  suggests  after  Hoover  and  Coolidge,  but  the 
place  is  not  iraportant--s; e insists  (and  I mean  INSISTS)  that 
Franklin  . Roosevelt  come  in.  he  says  no  other  President  was 
so  helpful  to  her.  f5he  supplise  this  for  the  script:  "Franklin 
T-elano  Roosevelt,  the  champion  of  mankind,  was  my  staunch 
friend  on  the  rehabilitation  of  the  handicapped. 1 Helen  would  not 
be  adamant  about  these  words,  but  she  is  adamant  that  he  must 
be  mentioned  and  some  tribute  paid . 


15.  Their  work  day  begins  at  6 . . 
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13.  Strong  objections  to  often  as  not  table  filled  with  guests. 
Guests  ere  in  fact  a rarity--almost  never  during  the  week  unless 
th:y  come  on  business  connected  with  Helen's  work.  There  are 
no  casual  drop-ins  an^  it  would  be  an  unusual  year  when  they 
averaged  guests  once  a week.  They  would  not  have  it  otherwise 
and  could  not  and  still  accomplish  the  amount  of  work  they  do. 

In  spite  o this  the  final  sentence  in  the  paragraph  is  very  true. 


19.  They  believe  that  the  Library  of  Congress  does  not  have  its 
own  printing  v ress  and  that  a majority  of  the  Volunteer  Braille 
writers  have  raille  writers  like  elen's,  though  some  of  them 
do  use  the  Braille  slates. 

They  put  a query  on  the  final  sentence  about  having  been  on  their 
way  since  the  day  before.  (Might  be  better  to  change  it,  but  I 
t:  Ink  it  unimportant.) 


21.  "3oos  frequently  to  artha  Graham's  dance  recitals."  lias 
never  been  but  once  and  wishes  It  changed. 


26.  Objected  to  statement  that  the  deaf  cannot  understand  that 
Helen  Is  also  blind.  (I  explained  that  I thought  the  picture 
would  make  clear  that  this  had  reference  only  to  some  very  small 
deaf  children.)  Felt  that  Dr.  O'Connor  or  one  of  his  assistants 
should  go  over  the  script  dealing  with  the  mexington  School. 


23.  "hy  only  Israel?  What  happened  to  ‘he  Hear  East?  (I  told 
them  I thought  Israel  was  coming  out  and  that  it  was  a lack  of 
pictures  of  the  N ar  Bast  that  kept  out  that  part  of  the  tour.) 


30.  I believe  ? elen  has  already  given  you  the  sentence  about 
Louis  Drallle  that  she  gave  me  yesterday 

31.  Okay  on  Grummons  dropping  in  in  spit®  Vu ~ ^ * n^.ld  abo 

about  drop-ins. 


33.  We’ll  take  the  hurdle  later  about  Helen  wanting  the  prevention 
of  blindness  in  the  last  sentence. 


H 4 P OK  XJCUMSNTAHX  SCRIPT 


Homewhare  alon  wants  a statement  to  the  effect  that  though 
Anne  Sullivan  ^acy  is  iead  she  is  still  the  guiding  star  of 
her  life.  It  is  Teacher's  beam  that  she  follows.  This  can 
(and  I think  should)  be  expressed  in  the  script  writer's  words, 
but,  like  bringing  in  Roosevelt,  it  1b  a must  with  Helen  and 
should  be  done  if  it  is  humanly  possible. 


Apropos  of  reading  the  Bible  on  the  floor  "which  is  my  way  of 
dedicating  myself  to  the  Lord."  (1  might  add  that  I have  caught 
her  many  times  sitting  on  the  floor  with  her  back  to  the  room 
reading  books  that  are  not  the  Bible.  Anyway  I think  this  should 
not  be  used,  even  If  the  picture  of  her  on  the  floor  Is  the  one 
that  appears  on  the  film. 


She  would  of  course  like  a lot  more  to  go  into  the  script,  but 
w"s  perfectly  reasonable  when  we  told  her  that  the  script  had  to 
fit  the  picture.  She  had  some  criticisms  against  certain  sentences 
that  were  too  long,  e.g.,  the  one  on  page.  J>  about  Annie  Sullivan 
at  last  reaching  her  mind,  but  I told  her  that  the  length  of  the 
film  at  this  point  would  take  care  of  that. 


'hen  Folly  said ,£" Avery thing  can't  go  in,"  Helen  came  back,  "but 
things  can  go  out."  I have  mentioned  all  the  specific  items  she 
wanted  out. 


I could  not  get  a very  "efinite  statement  from  elen  as  to  what 
she  thought  of  the  script  as  a whole.  "It  is  hard  to  say.  I guess 
it  Is  what  they  want — I am  seldom  satisfied  with  film  scripts." 
But  I am  sure  that  on  the  whole  she  does  not  feel  any  acute 
dissatisfaction  with  this  one. 


51  PIAZZA  FARNESE 
ROMA 


"''reft  5th,  195? 


Deer  Delia  , 

can't  tell  Tra  -•  how  glad  T am  to  hear  from  you.  I'd  have 
" - to  ha  v 2 in  :h  with  < i b ’ore,  1 ut  I not  idn't 

know  your  c 5 ress;  T didn't  even  know  your  married  name!  I have  also 
wanted  most  ugent ly  to  write  to  Dick,  "but  T haven't  his  address  and 
I didn't  like  to  ask  Nancy  for  it  "because  it  might  seem  to  her  as  if 
X ,,7ej>e  makina  an  end  run  around  her, 

I felt  much  the  way  you  do  about  the  script.  Not  so  mubh  that 

Nancy  hasn'  *i+ten  -■  1 1 wh-t  '-d-  v ■ -r^i+ten:  ?t  that  she  has  • " - 

--  --  - .-- - - hainri.i')~ly  ranch  ofit  . It  is  without  any  quefcfcn  the  1 ong- 

est  commentary  ever  turned  out  in  the  history  of  the  documentary  filmc 

My  guess  is  that  it  would  take  about  three  hours  and  a half  to  pass 

s ny  riven  point ! It  contains  everything  having  anything  to  do  with 
the  subject,  however  v,emotely  and  lacks  only  a full-length  hio~raphy 
of  Laura  Dridgman, 

If  this  film  is  ever  going  to  get  on  any  screen,  we  are  going  to 
have  to  cut  the  pictures  hy  705'  and  the  text  by  90. 

At  almost  every  point  I am  in  total  accord,  with  your  criticisms. 
t wish,  mournfully,  that  I had  had  about  six  days  of  -conversation 
with  you  before  I ever  started  writing  the  ~cript  or  planning  the 
shooting,  The  scene  of  Helen  reading  he---  "Bible,  for  instance.. . why 
didn't  I know  that? 

I must  conf ess  I sympathize  with  Dick  on  his  nroblem  of  includ- 
ing Helen  at  Jo  Davidson's.  It  is  a single  shot,  with  no  establish- 
ing shots  with  which  you  could  fit  it  into  the  film  without  a jump. 

"But  I am  not  persuaded  it  can't  he  d.one„ 

The  onething  where  I am  pot  sure  we  will  see  eye  to  eye  (you  and 
I)  is  on  the  biographical  portion.  'Then  I began  planning  this  film, 

I was  told  that  this  was  not  to  he  the  Life  of  Helen  Keller  - simply  . 
a documentary on  the  Helen  Keller  of  today.  If  we  had  planned  to  do 
Helen's  life,  I would  have  written  the  film  in  a totally  different 
way.  As  I wrote  it,  I included  just  enough  biographical  material  on 
Helen  to  give  the  backward  members  ofthe  audience  an  idee  of  who 
Helen  is  end  why  »ha  is  a world-famous  figure.  ( I have  found  a sur- 
P rising  number  of  people  who  don't  know  who  she  is.) 

Now...  this  section  is  our  weakest,  pictorially.  The  whole 
first  partof  her  life  must  he  done  with  stills.  Later,  there  are 
miscellaneous  shots.  "But  there  is  little  really  satisfactory  mater- 
iel. 


Bo  T didposed  of  this  dilemma  hy  nolishing  the  axitobiography 
of--  in  nbout  t^ree  brisk  minutes.  And  T am  still  convinced  that  we 
■■  keep  it  to  this  length,  or  less.  Nancy's  treatment  of  it 
makes  that  one  seouer.ee  longer  than  an  entire  issue  of  the  March  of 
Time,  for  example Tt  is  not  only  lone-,  it  is  fantastic-' lly , 'cream- 
"inmLy  dull...  not  ~o  much  in  the  writing.  . . in  the  pictures.  Every 
'nme  is  strictly  an  Oh-f^od— what— can— we— use— here  shot. 
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The  last  straw  comes  when  we  hear  all  about  Helen  inthe  lion's 
3 sn  over  - shot  of  some  blind  chi]  Iren!  (Of  course,  the  lien  ' - len 
comes  out.) 

I am  convinced  that  we  should  go  back  to  my  way  of  treating  tj 
life...  fast,  impressionistic,  naming  almost  no  names,  spottin 
dates.  I don't  think  we  can  afford  to  bring  in  Dr.  Howe,  though  we  can 
and  must  make  the  point  that  what  Annie  Sullivan  did  was  without  paral- 
lel in  history.  The  biography  mutt  remain  strictly  np.renthetical  or  it 
is  likely  to  topple  the  whole  film  over. 

And  now  that  I've  told  you,  I'll  add  that  T have  by  no  means  a 
closed  mind  on  it  and  in  my  final  gbing  over  I'll  give.  it  most  serious 
consideration.  Me.  ybe  I treated  it  toocursorily.  Certainly  our  audience 
must  be  ma  ie  to  understand  the  magnitude  of  Annie  Sullivan's  achieve- 
ment, which  it  probably  wouldn't  from  what  I wrote. 

Our  problem  is  to  k" ep  this  section  short  and  simple  without 
losing  informativeness.  The  art  of  making  documentaries  is  the  art  of 
knowing  what  you  can  leave  out*  That's  the  hardest  ing  about  taking 
movies..,  hardest  for  me,  anyway.  I never  want  to  leave  anything  out 
and  I end  by  being  hopelessly  involved. 

If  you  will  excuse  me  for  a while,  I've  got  to  run  uptown  and 
get  myself  an  Internationa]  drivers'  license.  T discovered  the  other 
day  that  I've  been  driving  all  over  Furore.  without  a license  for  two 
years.  I mot  one  three  years  ago  in  France  and  assumed  it  was  good  for 
life,  as  the  French  license  is.  About  six  days  ago  someone  informed  me 
that  it  was  mot  certainly  not  and  I'd  better  get.bufsy. 

I am  always  at  loggerheads  with  authority,  somehow. • Pot  willingly* 
I just  or  get . All  last  year,  I was  driving  not  only  without  a proper 
license,  but  my  oar  had  diplomatic  license  plrtes  to  which  I was  not  en- 
titled, having  resigned  from  the  Government  service!  Fortunately,  X was 
not  involved  in  an  accident  or  anything.  I kept  mean'’’ r a-  to  run  up  to 
ftice  and  — new  French  nln  tes  , hut  never  quite  got  around  to  it. 

I'll  he  ha  ck,  shortly.  (I  hope.) 


Now*  As  to  the  specific  points,  I agree  in  virtually  every  in— 
g +• — icq.  510  a rather  extraordinary  extent,  they  are  precisely  what 
had  in  min  d • Except  that  mv  intent  is  to  shorten  the  biography  to  such 
an  extent  that!  many  of  the  things  you  -n-’-gp-t  would  o'SEtoffiatic0  ? 1 v oe 
e'1  iminat  - d. 

t-o  p tnt  3 , however,  I think  -•  1 ]_q 3 g the  thing  1 meant  to  con- 

11 

means  of  knowing  how  words  ao’?nd.  or  line  look  i r sh.art'ig  them..  ■ 'on"1  • 1 
we  say  the  t 'in  her  ppmr  nbered  life , •rh''  h-,p  neve  r heard  -i 
word  or  seen  lies  forming  one"?  That  is  true,  since  - though  - 
memberr  the  word  "water"  she  probably  does  not  remombe'”  its  havi n 

be°n  snoken, 

I b” ve  e ] .ready  writi en  Fancy  that  I f p°l.  r,f'  "hould  not  h°ar 
Helen*  s "r-  n‘e-  more  than  once  or  twice*  in  the  very 
we  boa-"  it  frankly  as  0 aamnle  of  how  °br'  sno°ks,  on/  at  +he 
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r i;  ring  in  Paris.  ( The  "pconf1  time,  only  about  rig  words.) 

I would  cut  the  first,  inci  lentally,  so  that  we  hear  only  the  first 
par-' ~rdph.  You  c-  nnot  r~k  on  audience  to  listen  to  her  for  fcor»  then 
that.  The  process  of  Polly's  translating  lakes  i t +oo  long  and  too  dif- 
ficult, ■f,o1’  oneuthinT. 

- -fear  we'  13  have  J~°  leave  out  the  Perkins  Institute  and  all  the 
other  schools.  We  have  no  pictures  to  talk  over.  We  must  exit  the  com- 
■ - tar  or  Helen*  s early  1?  to  J-h~  honor.,  gnh^oct,  verb,  predi- 

cate: no  adjectives;  no.  >oly syllables,  even.  M'1  names  e iminated  Except 
Annie  Sullivan  and  Helen  Feller.  In  the  fewest  possible  words,  we  must 
try  to  get  across  what  Annie  mesnt  to  Helen  and  what  her  achievement 
contributed  to  the  world . We  vannot  afford  out selves  th  luxury  of 
Phillips  Brooks  -,nd  Whittier.  (Perhaps  Whittier  and  Twain.)  When  you 
rely  on  stills,  you  must  sot  them  over  with  in  a hurry.  You  can  no-f;  leave 
thfem  on  the  screen.  Your  commentary  must  race.  Once  we  have  got  m ovine 
pictures,  we  can  take  longer.  Hut  not  much.  The  emperors  -od  kin^s  will 
h^ve  to  he  ~H4holised  by  the  medals,  though  we  con  use  Alexander  of 
Yugoslavia,  since  ho/  is  there  in  the  ease.  The  degrees,  honorary  and 
otherwise  will  have  to  he  done  in  one  cuick  shot  of  them  on  the  wall. 

They  are  degrees  - we  don't  know  where  from...  except  the  one  she 
earned  from  Radcliffe.  We'll  tell  where  if  there's  time,  but  if  not.... 

"The  Sono-  o~  the  Stone  Wall"  must  go.  The  lecture  tours,  the  vaude- 
ville, Hollywood,  the  British  sequence...  everything  must  go.  We  are  not 
telling  the  life  of  Helen  Keller.  Or  if  we  are,  we  should  start  all  over 
- jain  with  that  in  mind.  Actually,  I don't  mean  categorically  that  all 
must  go.  Hut  most  of  them  must.  I shall  have  to  sit  down  and  wrestle 
with  the  stuff  and  find  what  we  can  keep  in  and.  what  not,  before  I can 
say  finally.  I'll  ^o  the  best  I cany  then  send  it  on  end  you  all  can 
abide  by  it  or  restore  some  of  my  cuts,  as  you  see  fit. 

Pint  2?...  Yes.  Omit  Swedenborg. 

Point  29 • . I loathe  the  whole  idea  of  the  Swarth out song. 

Pont  29-3?.  I hope  to  cut  Sneden' s to  2o  seconds  o^  less.  I see  no 
reason  "or  explainin'*  all  about  Fart  ha' s dance.  They  are  people  dancing. 
Enough.  And  cut  them  way  down.  (I,  personally,  couldn't  understand  .a 
o'"  r'”T)gor!r«.tionr  though  you  must  not  tell  a soul.  I can 

never  under~tan  "•  hor-  dances,  either.  But  I love  Fartha  and  I think  she 
is  a great  woman  and  a great  dancer.')  Also,  I plan  to  let  the  dancing 
run  without  commentary. 

Point  33.  ,To  fssp-  are  going  to  reflect  Helen's  excitement  in  my 

script!  And  X am  afraid  that  T-rr„  "eg mutt  is  <*oir a to  ho  almost  lost.- 

He  will  he  there,  hut  unheard  and  unmentioned. 

34o.  37.  I plan  to  cut  most  of  this.  All  seouences  of  Helen  visit- 
ing institutions  moinr*  to  look, too  much  alike  for  us  to  go  from  one 
to  another.  One  must  stand  for  all.  These  oa^cs  will  probably  boil  down 
to  threo  raragranhs. 

38.0.  All  of  He] en' a official  receptions  are  going  to  look  almost 

optical.  South  Afica  will  met  two  paragraphs.  Israel  will  he  lucky  to 

•••>]  re- , o ' ooin^A,  -ome  "ood  pictures  turn  up.  When  you' ve  jot 
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rood  Pictures , you  con  let  senuences  run  longer,  What  Nancy  hoe  loot 
oi^ht  of  - ar  all  peonle  do  who  are  not  professional  film  maker a - y 
that  thin  ia  a PICTU^F  medium. 

All  the  ?-ent:  rot-d  and  agreed, 

I ha  ve  many  other  cuts  and  changes  in  mind.  ,rii'--r  nay  astonish  and 
disconcert  •’•an.  But  there  is  no  one  to  ~->-r  --on  o-r't  oh-'  nge  them  at 
will. 

Finally:  all  the  above  strictures  (what  exactly  is  ,?  stricture?) 
ere  sooken  xxx  ra  ther  flight ily.  I will  not  know  exactly  what  I nlan 
to  do  until  I sit  down  and  grapple  with  the  scrint,  sentence  by  sentence. 
They  are  an  indie-'  tion,  however,  of  what  I'm  feeling. 

- - rema  c Ishi  ; w : ; own  an  ---  — 

1 - ■ ' attHSs  ' ' 

closely.  I'd  have  '--ained  so  much  from  you.  It's  too  late,  now.  But  I 
promise  to  do  mybest. 

I read  your  "T3"  with  great  interest.  I do  hone  Monsarrat  can  be 
nreva  'led  upon  not  to  publish  that  story.  My  own  off-hand  feelin-  is 
that/  he  had/  no  least  intention  o^  doing  harm.  I imagine  that  Helen's 
appearance  in  South  Africa  set  his  mind  to  working-  around  th€  id$a  of  a 
woman  who  could  neither  xnxak  hear  nor  see  and  thinking  of the  most  un- 
likely story  she  could  he  involved  in,  cam-'  up  with  this.  Nevertheless, 
its  publication  might  do  enormous  harm,  I should  think  Helen  might  be 
well  Justified  in  su/inv  for  slander  or  libel  o'”  something,  (How  is  sue- 
ing  spelt?)  I liked  what  you  wrote,, 


doin'*  my  final  drs.  ft.  They  are  exceedingly  interestin'-.  Tome  are  abso- 
lute musts,  like  the  remarks  on  the  ever- overflowing  desk. 

Please  think  from  this  that  I °n  scornful  of  Nancy's  efforts* 

Che  has  worked  terribly  hard  and  devotedly...  more  so  then  I ha  vs. 

Hexx  But  no  one  without  experience  can  write  a script  or  commentary  for 
Locumenta  ry  film,  first  try.  I think  west  of  her  mistakes  spring  from 
that  fa  ct.  fhe  rest,  perhaps,  from  t^ft  fact  that  she  loves  ^olan  dea.rly 
and  could  go  on  writing  about  her  forever,  T*ut  ad 1 that  bhe  has  done 
will  he  useful  in  writing  the  final  draft, 

1Tnw  my  problem  is.,  how  to  get  it  written!  I ->m  waiting  for  the 
picture  to  arrive.  Knowing  Italian  Cus  toms  as  I do,  I doubt  if  it  will 
get  here  - or  at  leas'-  to  me  - before  1955, 

Monday  I leave  Home  for  a tour of  lucania,  Puglie  and  Calabria. 

Ire 

month  or  so.  Bade  to  Rome  for  a week,  then  Paris,  ‘’’’now  Paris  — Portugal. 
Then  Rome  and  the  editing  of  the  films  I ' ve  Just  researched,  Then  Jo"~ 
way  and  Denmark  and  more  scripts.  All  my  Roman  interludes  will  be  Jam- 
packed  with  writing  scripts,  editing  films,  etc.  Unless  I can  get  the 
work  done  by  Monday  — when  can  I?  And  there' e no  prayer  o"  that,  r don't 
know  what  win  happen.  But  I bone  — somehow...  There  will  b-  evenings., 
there  will  be  interoiicial  days , . . 


" H " 


Thanks  for  these.  They  may  prove  enormously  useful  in 


j 


rot  forget- 


Yours 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 

Karch  5>  19  53 


Dear  ^ancy, 


'hat  dreadful  book  of  konsarrat’ s is  to  begin 
serialization  in  the  LONDON  NEWS  CHRONICLE  late  in  May  or 
early  in  June  and  Cassell's  is  bringing  it  out  in  August. 

No  changes  have  been  ma'e  and  Konsarrat  is  outraged  that  any 
protests  should  come  from  this  country.  Claims  thct  he  has 
the  greatest  admiration  for  Miss  Keller  and  actually  has 
the  effrontery  to  wish  to  dedicate  the  book  to  her! 

At  this  point  of  course  I had  to  tell  the  girls. 

They  are  very  indignant.  Helen  says  it  is  the  worst  thing  that 
has  happened  to  her  since  the  fire.  It  brings  up  all  the  old 
sorrows  of  the  days  when  so  many  doubts  were  entertained  about 
her  genuineness.  lolly  feels  that  many  people  reading  the  book 
will  say,  "Aha,  that's  what  I always  thought."  I have  tried  to 
tell  them  that  it  cannot  hurt  Helen  or  her  work  and  I hope  this 
is  true.  The  situation  in  England  is  forcing  Knopf's  hand.  I do 
not  yet  know  if  they  will  bring  it  out  over  here,  but.  some  one 
undoubtedly  will.  It  will  receive  a great  deal  of  notice  when 
it  first  appear s--no  book  by  the  author  of  "The  Cruel  Sea" 
could  fail  in  th^s,  but  after  that  it  may  flop.  On  the  other  hand 
it  might  have  a sandalous  success.  At  any  rate,  the  damags  is 
done.  Publishing  It  here  cannot  wound  Helen  and  Folly  in  their 
hearts  more  than  publishing  it  in  England  will.  Incidentally 
a lawyer  in  England  cleared  it  for  libel. 


There  was  one  aspect  of  the  script  that  Dick  and  I 
did  not  discuss  in  detail  until  the  day  ’ants-nd  Helen  and  Polly 
and  I had  lunch  together.  This  is  that  more  needs  to  be  said 
of  Helen' s spiritual  strength  and  the  sources  from  which  it 
rises.  Every  morning  for  many,  many  years  she  has  begun  the 
day  by  reading  from  the  Eible,  usually  from  the  Psalms.  Her 
favorites  are  23,  90,  93,  100.  "I  carry  with  me  on  my  walk 
what  I have  read,"  she  says,  "and  learn  to  understand  it  so 
much  better."  Dick  says  that  he  has  to  go  back  to  Arcan  Ridge 
for  some  more  shots.  At  that  time  I think  it  might  be  worth 
while  to  consider  one  of  Helen  at  her  desk  with  the  Braille 
Bible  open  before  her.  Or  it  could  be  that  a fragment  from  one 
of  the  Psalms  could  be  read  in  Kit's  voice  as  Helen  goes  along 
the  walk. 


I feel  that  we  lost  a great  deal  in  leaving  out 
Helen  and  Gandhi.  Dick  say3  this  is  only  because  he  he.3  not 
found  a place  for  it.  It  shows  Helen  with  one  of  her  great 
heroes  and  it  shows  her  with  the  only  form  of  art  in  which  her 
enjoyment  is  independent  and  complete.  She  follows  with  her 
hands  the  hands  of  the  creator  and  Jo  i3  not  the  only  otae  who 
has  thought  that  her  appreciation  is  deeper  and  more  understanding 
than  that  of  the  sighted. 


I thought  the  film  of  Teacher  and  Helen  perfectly 
■wonderful.  "Handy"  shows  with  great  beauty  and  sensltlvi  y 
the  tragedy  of  the  deaf  child.  I think  you  would  be  interested 
If  you  have  a chance  to  see  it. 


And  when  I think  of 
have  to  go  to  bed  with 
I hope  you  are  basking 


the  work  you  have  done1.  I almost 
the  fatigue  of  Just  thinking  about  it. 
in  the  sunshine. 


My  love, 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  New  York 

March  26,  1953 


Dear  Jimmy, 


Your  letter  was  a great  comfort  to  me.  I 
feel  perfectly  safe  with  the  script  in  your  hands  and 
wish  it  could  be  kept  there  to  the  very  end. 

I hold  no  brief  for  the  biographical 
sections,  but  if  they  go  in  they  mus  be  accurate  and 
the  emphasis  must  be  right. 

I agree  to  your  new  wording  (Point  3)  on 
Helen's  voice. 

It  is  certainly  true  that  a generation  has 
grown  up  in  this  country  knowing  little  or  nothing  about 
Helen.  I think  this  has  surprised  us  all,  for  she  was  so 
well  known  when  we  were  growing  up. 

Dick's  address: 

Richard  Carver  V.  ood 

33  MacDougil  St. 

New  York  12,  N.Y. 

He  is  just  back  from  the  Coast  with  word 
that  Kit's  voice  is  excellent  in  the  recording.  Nancy 
comes  in  today  and  I am  myself  Just  back  from  a couple 
of  weeks  in  Arizona  and  Nevada.  Things  seem  to  be  pro- 
gressing well.  Nancy  is  such  a torrent  of  energy  that 
we  sometimes  have  difficulty  in  keeping  to  our  feet 
when  it  sweeps  over  us,  but  she  and  Dick  work  nicely 
together  and  when  the  pinch  comes  she  is  reasonable. 

The  monsarrat  book  is  to  be  published 
serially  in  the  LONDON  NEKS  CHRONICLE  and  by  Cassell's 
in  England,  Knopf  here.  Monsarrat  is  revising  it  rather 
extensively  for  this  country  and  the  general  feeling  now 
is  that  the  public  will  accept  it  as  a slick  horror 
story.  All  the  big  circulation  magazines  over  here  have 
turned  it  down.  Knopf  plans  to  let  it  find  its  own  level 
and  we  hope  we  have  exaggerated  the  possibilities  of 
identification  with  Helen,  e have  alerted  our  friends 
In  England — if  hell  is  to  break  loose  we'd  rather  have  it 
start  there.  A libel  suit  at  this  point  seems  very  unwise, 
but  as  I fold  Mr.  Knopf  if  the  thing  should  prove  harmful 
we'll  flgjit  it  with  every  weapon  we  have  and  I believe 
the  troops  and  the  heavy  artillery  are  on  our  side. 

Your  life  sounds  intensely  interesting  and 


exciting.  The  very  names  of  the  places  you  are 
visiting  make  one  tingle,  as  Helen  might  say. 

I hope  that  by  this  time  you  have  received 
the  pictures.  I am  sure  you  will  like  some  of  them. 


All  the  best , 


COL  IHNTS  OK  KSLTN  K"LL~R  SCRIPT 


April  13,  1953 


No  trouble  about  Chaplin,  They  admire  him  very  much. 

There  are  two  places  where  Teacher  as  the  gulling  light  might 
come  in.  One  is  at  the  time  of  her  death,  the  other  is  at  the 
er.fl  of  the  film.  Tolly  should  be  included  in  it.  A possibility 
might  be — rage  11 — : ‘Folly  Thomson,  warm,  devoted,  well-trained 

for  this  unique  Job,  humbly  and  fearfully  took  her  place  at 
Helen's  side."  (Not  Teacher's  place;  no  one  could  take  that.  "The 
war  years  found  her  and  Helen  going  up  and  down,  etc ... .following 
always  t’  e light  of  Annie  "ullivanTs  beam."  The  presentners  of 
Teacher  with  them  could  not  he  overstressed.  After  "Helen  Keller, 
Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honor"  perhaps  "Annie  Sullivan  would 
have  been  proud." 

Fare  2.  Helen's  spech.  "You  must  remember  s:,e  has  not  heard  a 
spoken  word  nor  seen  lips  forming  one,  berimes..,"  ' elen  did 
see  and  hear  for  the  first  19  months  and  Teacher  always  felt  that 
this  was  very  important.  The  last  word  that  Helen  lost  was  "wah-wah" 
for  water  and  "water"  was  the  first  word  she  got  tack.  I suggested 
to  Shuts  that  he  put  it  in  the  present  tense — "she  do-s  not  hear" — 
but  he  didn’t  like  that.  He  suggested  "in  her  remembered  life,  she 
has  never  heard  a spoken  word  or  seen  lips  forming  one." 

Vie  must  ask  ,.elen  9bout  the  London  Nursery  School  and  about 
Hyde  Park.  I believe  it  was  at  Albany  that  they  saw  Roosevelt,  at 
the  Governor’s  mansion. 


July  8th,  1953 


Dear  Nella, 

If  you  will  endeavor  to  he  patient  with  my  rather  catch-as-catch- 
can  typing,  I shall  proceed  to  put  you  in  touch  with  developments  on  the 
film.  I am  sorry  to  have  left  you  so  long  in  the  dark,  hut  I have  been  out 
gyrating  around  Europe  most  of  the  time  since  March  first,  and  when  I was 
not  on  the  move  I was  violently  busy.  I went  from  Rome  to  Istanbul  to  Ankara 
to  Istanbul  to  Athens^  to  Delphi  to  Athens^  to  Rome  to  Paris  to  Lisbon  to 
Oporto  to  Coimbra  and  the  rest  of  Portugal,  to  Paris  to  London  to  Paris  to 
Rome  and  here  I am.  My  terrace  is  full  of  wonderful  vines  and  flowers  - like 
a forest  - you  should  smell  the  jasmine.  It  is  full  Roman  summer  and  quite 
wonderful  even  with  all  the  heat. 

Two  days  ago,  I mailed  my  final  script  to  Nancy.  Pinal,  as  far  as  my 
own  work  goes.  It  will  probably  need  more  work.  I have  not  been  able  to  read 
it  to  pictures  and  that  always  reveals  many  weaknesses  that  need  repairing. 

But  I am  afraid  I've  done  all  I can  at  this  distance. 

I had  three  days  in  London  to  go  over  with  Masyx±ha  Nancy  the  picture 
as  virtually  completed  in  New  York.  It  needed  a terrible  amount  of  work!  Work 
I had  no  time,  in  those  three  rushed  days,  to  give  it.  We  went  over  the  thing, 
cutting  and  changing.  But  much  more  needed  doing. 

Just  what  needed  doing,  Nancy  and  I were  never  quite  able  to  agree  on. 
At  least,  not  at  all  points.  Above  all,  I felt  it  needed  drastic  pruning.  But 

really  drastic.  Nancy,  on  the  other  hand,  felt  that  the  things  I didn't  like 

v/ere  wonderful  shots,  moving  faces,  etc.  Nancy  is  an  eloquent  arguer  and  when 
it  came  to  argument  she  always  won  out.  I am  no  good  at  all  at  such  times  and 

after  one  or  two  tries  to  make  my  point nl  just  give  in.  So  the  picture  stayed 

more  or  less  as  it  was  in  New  York  except  for  some  relatively  minor  cuts. 

At  home,  however,  I can  be  much  more  positive.  So  when  I sit  down  in 
Rome  to  write  the  script,  I wrote  it  the  way  I felt  the  film  should  go.  I am 
afraid  it  will  be  a nasty  shock  to  Nancy! 

The  sequences  that  most  pained  me  were  the  endless  newsreel  shots.... 
Australia  and  Australia  and  Australia  and  South  Africa  and  South  Afrida  and 

South  Africa,  etc_ and  the  shots  of  the  various  schools  and  institutions 

gor  the  blind,  all  of  which  looked  far  too  much  alike  when  they  were  interest- 
ing hut  in  many  cases  were  too  badly  shot  to  be  anything  but  a bore. 

So  I simply  cut  them  all  down,  in  my  text,  to  about  a tenth  of  what 
they  had  been.  That  meant  cutting  out  many  treasured  places  and  people,  but 
for  the  dake  of  the  picture,  I feel,  it  was  necessary.  I cut  out  most  of  the 
discussion  about  methods  of  treating  blind  and  deaf  children...  all  except 
what  I could  bring  in  xpaxk±jqs;x  through  Helen,  as  it  were.  I cut  out  all  dis- 
cussion of  bal&et,  which  certainly  has  no  place  in  our  story.  I tried  to  find 
better  pictorial  devices  for  tellingthe  story  of  Helen's  past  life.  I tried  to 
bring  in  all  the  points  you  made  and  I think  I did...  except  that  I never  did 
find  a place  to  put  the  remark  about  Helen  and  Polly  following  Teacher's  beam. 
That  is  a remark  Helen  wants  very  much  to  have  in  at  the  end. 

As  my  script  is  written  it  could  not  possibly  go  at  the  very  end.  It 
would  violate  completely  the  final  quiet  mood.  If  I had  more  time,  I could 
find  a place  for  it,  but  as  it  is,  I've  left  it  to  Nancy  to  get  it  in...  per- 
haps over  the  White  House  sequence,  which  comes  just  before  the  end. 

One  thing  worries  me:  I may  have  made  it  all  a bit  pompous.  Sometimes 
I make  Helen  out  to  be  such  a brave  and  good  and  angelic  creature  that  it  maj- 
be  a bit  insufferable.  Would  you  read  it  with  that  in  mind?  I had  a feeling 


at  times  that  it  was  all  getting  to  be  a bit  like  one  of  those  awful  Readers' 
Digest  articles  on  "The  Most  Unforgettable  Character  I Ever  Met".,  full  of 
sweet  sentiments  and  Christian  piety  and  lovely  resignation. 

I am  so  sorry  not  to  be  in  America  to  do  the  last  work  on  it,  myself.  That 
is  when  the  script  really  emerges....  in  the  projection  room  when  you  put  film 
and  script  together  and  chop  and  hack  and  file  and  chip  and  polish.  Someone  else 
will  have  to  do  that. 

I have  manyregrets  about  this  film,  in  fact.  I wish  it  could  have  been  dif- 
ferent from  the  start.  Instead  of  rushing  up  to  Arcan  Ridge  with  a camera  and 
a list  of  shots,  I should  have  spent  a week  at  Arcan  Ridge  watching  and  getting 
to  know  Polly  and  Helen.  Then  I could  have  written  a script  that  meant  something. 
Once  we  had  those  miscellaneous  shots  on  film,  we  were  their  prisoners. 

The  whole  picture  was  composed  from  the  outside  rather  than  written  from  the 
inside,  because  of  the  way  we  went  to  work.  It  was  those  first  days  that  deter- 
mined all  that  came  after.  I wish  you  and  I had  had  days,  not  minutes,  to  talk. 

But  that  is  all  too  late  and  we  must  make  the  best  of  what  we  have. 

I sent  Nancy  five  scripts  and  if  you  ask  her,  she  will  send  one  to  you,  I 
have  no  doubt.  I meant  to  save  one  out  and  send  it  to  you,  but  forgot  it  until 
just  after  I had  shipped  them  off.  Don't  hesitate  to  change  what  you  want.  I am 
not  sensitive.  Lots  will  be  wrong,  I am  sure. 

Nancy  has  worked  terribly  hard  and  in  many  ways  extremely  well.  Her  faults 
are  the  faults  you'd  expect  an  inexperienced  person  to  have.  But  she  has  a quick 
mind  in  catching  on  and  she  writes  well...  except  that  she  doesn't  realize  the 
extreme  econemy  necessary  in  this  medium.  It  is  the  most  disciplined  kind  of 
writing  I know  of. 

The  one  thing  I fear  is  that  she  will  vetothe  drastic  cuts  I made.  I am 
utterly  convinced  they  are  necessary!  It's  not  going  to  do  her  any  good  to  win 
all  the  arguments  if  she's  going  to  lose  the  picture! 

Though,  of  course,  there  is  the  point  that  3^  am  not  necessarily  infall- 
ible. 

I also  wish,  now,  that  I had  sent  you  a carbon  copy  of  the  litter  I sent 
^ancy  with  the  scripts,  telling  her  why  I did  what  I did.  But  I didn't  think  of 
making  a carbon. 

And  then,  I wouldn't  want  Nancy  to  think  I was  going  to  you  behind  her 
back  and  asking  you  to  check  on  her. 

Well...  I guess  this  is  it.  I think  I should  never  have  undertaken  the 
job  atthis  distance.  Somebody  else  could  have  done  better,  on  the  spot.  But  it 
has  been  interesting.  I have  loved  getting  to  know  Helen  and  Polly  and  I enjoyed 
more  than  I can  tell  you  working  with  you...  little  as  it  was.  Your  letters 
have  been  a great  help  and  comfort  to  me. 

I hope  it  will  all  come  out  all  right... 

Don't  you  ever  come  to  Rome?  I'd  love  to  see  you  and  meet  your  husband. 


Yours , 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
August  1,  1953 


Dear  Jimmy, 

The  script  reached  me  yesterday  and  I almost  cabled 
to  tell  you  how  much  I like  it.  Then  I reflected  that  you  we re 
probably  in  Zamboanga  by  this  time  and  didn't. 

1 

Sortie  changes  have  been  made  since  it  left  your  hands 
but  I think  no/t.  to  its  detriment  (though  1 haven't  seen  the 
original.)  It  gives  me  confidence  in  the  picture.  I had  been 
afraid  that  it  was  going  to  be  as  long  and  tiresome  as  an 
inaugural  parade  and  more  diffuse.  Now  it  moves  on  a straight 
line  and  the  Interest  never  leaves  Helen  for  a second.  I'm  glad 
you  avoided  that  >ford  "yoghurt,"  which  means  Gayelord  Hauser 
and  black  molasses;  and  his  other  wonder  foods  and  I liked  the 
way  you  handled  the  relationship  with  Japan.  In  fact,  I liked  it 
all  and  I feel  that  you  have  a better  understanding  of  Helen  and 
Folly  than  anyone  else  that  has  worked  on  the  film,  though  the 
others  have  been  with  them  much  more  than  you.  Must  be  intuition 
or  something. 

u 

I thini  you  need  have  no  worry  about  having  made  Helen 
too  brave  and  sweet  and  good.  She  was  very  conscious  of  that  sort 
of  thing  herself  arid  said  to  me  long  ago  that  she  did  not  want  to 
be  puffed  up  as  a saint.  She  was  very  business-like  before  the 
camera  and  I can't  remember  any  place  where  she  tried  t.o  look  like 
Marie  Corelli  or  Gen©  Stratton  Porter.  And  you  are  too  admirably 
ruthless  within  yourself  and  with  yourself  ever  to  be  pompous.  Ey 
this  time  you  must  hjave  gathered  that  I am  veyy  happy  about  the 
script  and  have  for  the  first  time  what  I feel  are  well-founded 
hopes  that  the  picture  will  be  what  we  have  all  wanted  it  to  be. 

Polly  llk^s  it  too.  I talked  with  her  by  telephone 
after  she  had  read  it.  It  Is  very  moving.  My  sister  who  has  seen 
none  of  the  film  finished  it  in  tears. 

Rome  sounds  like  a,  city  of  enchantment.  This  has  been  a 
bad  year  for  New  England.  We  are  now  watching  a forest  fire  about 
forty  miles  away  on  Mt.  Washington  and  a ten-minute  climb  up  the 
ill  back  of  our  housb  brings 'us  within  view  of  the  Ossipee  fire 
which  is  under  control,  but  has  to  be  watched  day  and  night  because 
of  flare-ups.  Hailstones  "big  a&  baseballs"  have  demolished  Kit's 
and  Nancy's  gardens  at  the  Vineyard  and  I could  mention  the  floods 
t at  made  us  a disaster  apea  in  Mhrch.  Sounds  like  a lot  of  trouble, 
doesn't  it?  We  are  bearing  up  wonderfully '. 

With  many  congratulations  and  all  the  good  wishes  there  are, 

Yours , 

At  v. 

I take  that  invitation  seriously  and  if  I am  ever  in 
Rome  I shall  wait  on  your  .^opstepv  until  you  come  back  from  _ 

wherever.  , 1 
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July  29.  1953 


HTT.Fy 

IAKRATOH: 

in  this  room  Bite  e remarkable  woman.  She  Is  Miss  Helen  Keller. 
She  does  not  see  the  room — nor  the  book  that  she  la  reading • 

She  sees  nothing.  She  does  not  hear  the  rustling  of  the  curtains 
behind  her.  She  hears  nothing.  She  Is  deaf.  Deaf  and  blind. 

But  If  you  enter  a room,  she  will  know  it.  Your  lightest  footfall 
will  tell  her  you  are  coming.  It  will  even  tell  her  who  you  are. 
If  she  knows  you— as  ahe  knows  her  old  friend,  Polly  Thomson. 

■Polly  has  been  with  Helen  Keller  forty  years.  For  nearly  half  of 
these  she  has  been  Helen's  only  companion— Helen' s eyes  end  ears 
upon  the  world.  She  talks  with  Helen  In  a finger  language  In 
which  each  letter  has  a sign.  Like  this. 

In  reaching  out  beyond  her  dark  and.  soundless  night,  helen  depends 
most  on  touch. 

Two  other  senses  remain  to  her.  There  Is  tests  snd  there  is 
smell.  cent  — the  scent  of  objects  end  places  and  people  — 
tell  Helen  much  that  we  lenrn  with  eves  and  ears. 

But  her  hand  la  her  real  link  with  the  outer  world.  With  ,'olly... 
with  Ann,  the  part-time  helper. • .with  everyone  sne  encounters. 

With  her  hand  ahe  reads  Ann's  lips.  She  answers  with  her  voice. 

It  is  an  unnatural  voioe  and  it  is  her  great  sorrow,  '-’or  all  her 
years  of  effort,  Helen  has  never  learned  to  speak  clearly.  Thia 
isn't  strange  as  aha  has  never  heard  a word  spoken,  nor  seen  lips 
forming  one.  But  let  Helen,  with  Polly's  help,  tell  you. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  N.H. 

U.S.A. 


# ns  5> 


51  PIAZZA  FARNESE 
ROMA 


August  8th,  1953 


Dear  Nella, 

I just  got  your  letter  and  was  delighted  that  the  script 
meets  with  your  approval  and  that  you  feel  I came  so  close  to  under- 
standing Helen. 

I hope  it  will  turn  out  to  he  a good  picture,  though  I am  not 
entirely  confident  of  it.  I'm  afraid  we  went  at  it  in  the  wrong  way, 
from  the  beginning.  Instead  of  sitting  down  at  a desk  and  figuring 
out  a lot  of  illustrative  episodes  and  celebrity  contacts,  we  should 
have  spent  a week  or  two  at  Arcan  Ridge,  just  observing.  Then  we  should 
have  recorded...  by  means  of  a well-thought-out  and  well-constructed 
script  and  some  very  understanding  shooting....  Helen's  daily  life. 

Our  problem  became  the  very  difficult  one  of  taking  a lot  of  en- 
tirely random  and  disconnected  sequences  and  making  out  of  them  a 
picture  with  a beginning,  a middle  and  an  end.  Under  the  circumstances, 
it  couldn't  be  more  than  a patch-up  job  and  we  could  hardly  hope  that 
it  would  be  very  moving  or  exciting.  The  most  I have  hoped  was  that  we 
might  contrive  - by  cutting  the  thing  to  a brisker  pace  - to  hold  the 
audience's  attention. 

But  after  hearing  Kit's  beautiful  reading  of  the  first  draft 
script,  I wouldn't  be  surprised  if  it  might  hold  quite  a bit  of  emo- 
tional punch.  I remember  how  moved  everyone  was  when  we  played  the  re- 
cording at  Adrienne  Allen's  house  in  London...  just  the  voice  - no 
pictures.  No  documentary  writer  was  ever  so  lucky,  before  me,  as  to 
have  a voice  like  that  to  read  his  lines! 

I don't  suppose  I'll  ever  see  the  finished  film,  unless  I return 
to  America.  And  I have  no  plans  for  that.  It  costs  so  much.  I wish  you 
would  write  me,  when  you  see  it,  and  iefc  let  me  know  how  you  liked  it. 

I have  so  much  confidence  in  your  judgment.,  and  then  you  are  far  enough 
away  from  it  to  take  an  entirely  dispassionate  view  of  it.  I do  want  it 
to  be  good  and  oh,  it  should  be  with  a subject  like  that.  It  would  be  a 
pity  to  muff  entirely  such  a chance,  because  the  chance  is  not  likely  to 
come  again.  For  better  or  worse,  this  will  have  to  remain  the  definitive 
cinema  record  of  Helen.  How  I wish  we  could  have  done  it  right! 

But  we  couldn't.  It  was  no  one's  fault,  really.  I hadn't  the  time 
to  spend  on  preparing  the  fiim  original  script,  nor  the  time  to  stay  with 
the  shooting  and  editing  and  Nancy,  who  gave  so  much  of  her  time  and 
energy , lacked  the  experience. 

You  sound  (or  read)  as  if  you  were  living  on  the  edge  of  doom, 
over  there!  Fire  and  flood  and  tempest!  Here,  life  is  more  tranquil. 

The  high  tide  of  Americans  has  hit  our  shore  and  I am  busy  entertaining 
friends  and  friends  of  friends  and  having  a surprisingly  good  time  doing 
it.  Last  week,  five  friends  arrived  all  in  a bunch..  ±hHHgh  or  rather,  in 
two  bunches,  neither  bunch  especially  friendly  to  the  other,  so  I've  had 
to  juggle.  I am  giving  dinner  parties  in  series,  on  my  terrace.  Last  night 
I had  a cinem&tic  evening,  with  Dorothy  McGuire  and  Teresa  Wright  and 
Clifton  Webb  at  table.  I'd  not  met  Webb  before  and  he  turned  out  to  be  a 
delightful  person  of  great  cultivation  and  considerable  wit. 
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The  other  hunch  involves  musical  personalities.  Tonight  will 
probably  involve  Gladys  Swarthout  and  husband  (Remember?)  and  Patrice 
Munsel  and  husband. 

Tomorrow  some  friends  of  friends  show  up;  three  or  four  others 
are  due  next  week;  some  more  the  week  after  and  I've  even  got  one  book- 
ing for  September  and  a probable  for  October. 

I love  seeing  most  of  these  people,  but  I wish  they  were  a bit 
better  spread  out  over  the  year. 

Fortunately,  I am  not  busy  at  the  moment.  I am  waiting  for  some  final 
okays  on  scripts  already  written.  In  fact,  I am  so  un-busy  that  I am  tak- 
ing off  for  Venice  for  four  or  five  days,  next  Tuesday,  driving  up  through 
Florence  and  Ravenna  and  Padua  and  Perggia  and  other  enticing  spots.  My 
visiting  friendsin  Rome  will  just  have  to  get  along  on  their  own  for  a bit. 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  appreciative  words  and  let  us  pray,  jointly, 
that  the  film  will  turn  out  well. 


My  love  to...  if  you  see  them...  Helen  and  Polly. 


Yours 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  20,  1953 


Dear  Jimmy, 

Could  be  that  I don't  know  what  I am  talking 
about  but  it  seems  to  me  very  likely  that  we  have  a 

yreat  picture.  Not  long  ago  a few °frTp ^un-off— 
the  useum  of  Modern  Art  to  see  the  first  run  on 
Sere's  f technical  term  for  it,  but  I don't  know  it 
I went  armed  with  notebook  and  pencil  and  never  maoe  a 
Any  negative  comments  I might  have  made  were  so 
trivial  that  I kept  them  to  my  sell . 

■it’s  voice  was  beautiful  of  course,  Buddy's 
Tovelv,  and  your  script  ran  smoothly  saying 
waij  to  be  said:  watching, one  was  conscious 
thp  picture,  not  of  the  elements  out  of  which,  it  is 
?!  it  feted  54  minutes  and  the  time  seemed  short. 

roS libed  It  and  Kl.n  called  It  a ven,  human  document. 
T>e  General  reaction  was  wonderful,  daughter  at.  fr~ 
q5enf?nKirals  (Helen  giggling  with  the  rest  of  us)  and 

tears,  but  as  Keith  said,  they  were ^^uiS  accurately 
wedding.  Brenda  when  it  was  over  said  quite  accur^  te  y 

that  we  all  felt  the  way  we  juppos vjow  him)'  said 

Dr.  Torter  of  the  Museum  (you  probably  know  him)  s i 

that  he  spent  his  time  looking  at  picture s • - 

never  seen  one  so  moving  as  thi  • { qhe  shown 

the  emotional  impact  of  meeting  Helen  as  she  l^sno  ^ 
here  is  so  great  as  to  dull  the  critical  - -c_ 

srKSS  a b* 

three-dimensional  mathematics  for  the  fun  o. 
was  overcome  by  it., 

elen* s voice  was  handled  with  great  skill 
and  effectiveness.  The  overplay  of 

life  to  the  stills  as  the  story  of  Heiens  early  - ^ 
was  unfolded.  The  Intimacy  of  some  of  the  scenes, 
hplen  sitting  on  the  floor  reading  the  -ibxe,  was 
delightful  and  the  emphasis  was  ^ways^on  o 

unique  to  Kelen.  The  reading  o • pronouncing 

beginning  of  the  day  and  at  the  ■ 9"d’n  Ind  I could  go  on 
the  words,  could  not  be  improved  upon— and  l couxx  g 

and  on  and  on. 

,.y  objections?  I thought  Oi^ys  Swarthout^ 
Inadequate  ana  1 think  It  *>J  hot  be  fair  acknowledge 

M SS  as.T“«S  Xiis  1. 


value.  The  expression  on  : iss  Swarthout's  fe.ce  at 
t end — a child  In  wonder  and  bewilderment  before 
a marvel  It  ^oas  not  quite  understand — Is  one  I have 
seen  many  times  on  other  faces  at  that  first  confronta- 
tion with  Helen. 

ttancy  has  worked  like  an  army  of  Trojans  and 
lately,  in  addition  to  the  film,  has  had  Kit's 
opening  on  her  mind . The  opening  came  off  triumphantly 
and  the  play  seems  launched  for  a good  run.  I hall  see 
it  next  Wednesday,  Nancy  seemed  greatly  relaxed  when  I 
last  talked  to  her  and  we  all  hope  that  now  she  will  be 
able  to  take  things,  not  easy,  for  that  would  ba  contrary 
to  nature,  but  easier?. 

I meant  to  get  this  off  in  time  to  reach  you 
by  Christmas,  but.  it  doesn't  matter  very  much  since 
the  wishes  I would  send  you  for  the  holidays  are  with 
you  all  the  time. 


dver  sincerely  yours. 


Telephone:  WAtkins  4-0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

15  WEST  1 6TH  STREET 
NEW  YORK  11.  N.  Y. 
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March  18,  1954 


Miss  Nancy  Hamilton 
411  East  51st  street 
New  York,  New  York 

Dear  Miss  Hamilton: 

1 have  just  received  in  today's  mail  a formal  invitation  from  the  New  York 
Lighthouse  which  announces  a showing  of  the  Helen  Keller  Documentary  Film 
in  their  auditorium  less  than  a week  from  now.  It  indicates  that  400  private 
admission  tickets  are  to  be  issued  and,  in  general,  carries  all  the  earmarks 
of  a well-planned  and  impressive  showing  of  the  Documentary. 

It  is  probably  true  that  insofar  as  the  Documentary  itself  is  concerned,  the 
showing  by  the  Lighthouse  will  in  no  way  harm  it.  In  its  interests,  therefore, 

I am  relatively  pleased  to  say  that  it  is  being  done.  However,  and  this  is 
my  personal  opinion  as  the  Lxecutive  Director  of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind  and  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  I am  rather 
hurt  and  considerably  disillusioned  to  know  that  the  first  large  showing  of  the 
Documentary  under  the  auspices  of  an  agency  in  the  field  of  work  for  tho  blind 
would  be  some  agency  other  than  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  or  the 
American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind.  It  has  been  my  general  impression 
that  you  and  your  distributing  agent  were  somewhat  frowning  upon  such 
exploitation  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I have  not  already  suggested  that  the 
two  Foundations  be  permitted  to  arrange  for  an  appropriate  auditorium  and 
sponsoring  a dignified  but  large  private  showing.  We  are  exceedingly  proud 
of  Miss  Helen  Keller  and  her  long  and  deep  relationships  with  the  two  Foundations 
and  justifiably  grateful  for  any  opportunity  to  show  our  appreciation  of  her  and 
at  the  same  time  bring  credit  to  ourselves.  Nevertheless,  we  had  restricted 
our  impulses  in  this  direction  in  keeping  with  what  we  believed  your  policy  was 
to  prevent  the  film  from  becoming  too  closely  identified  with  work  for  the  brind 
in  the  day-to-day  sense. 

This  letter  is  not  written  to  suggest  in  any  way  that  the  plan  now  be  changed. 
Obviously,  it  could  not  be  done  anyway.  It  is,  if  anything,  written  to  let  you 
know  that  if  the  agent's  policy  is  going  to  permit  this  type  of  showing,  I 
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impersonally  suggest  to  you  that  the  two  Foundations  should  have  the  prior 
right  in  the  future,  if  not  in  a legal  sense  at  least  in  a moral  one. 

Vory  sincerely  yours, 


MRB/s 

cc:  Mies  Keller  . 

Miss  Thomson  t/ 
Mr.  Noyes,  Jr. 


M-  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


Cofl 


Nancy  Hamilton 
4ll  East  51st  Street 
New  York  City,  H.  Y. 
March  20,  1954 

Mr.  Robert  Barnett,  Executive  Director 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and 
American  Foundation  far  Overseas  Blind 
15  West  l6th  Street 
New  York  City,  New  York 

Dear  Bob: 

I have  never  felt  more  stupid  in  ray  life,  and  I am  sorry  to  admit  I must 
take  all  blame  for  this  error  of  judgment.  I had  virtually  turned  down 
Dr.  Platt's  request  when  he  first  made  it  two  months  ago,  and  for  exactly 
the  reasons  you  quoted  in  your  letter  --  that  we  did  not  wish  publicly  to 
associate  the  picture  with  the  work  of  the  blind.  Before  explaining  how 
I came  to  reverse  that  decision  I must  admit  - to  ray  present  embarrassment  - 
that  whether  the  showing  was  to  be  permitted  or  not,  it  never  occurred  to 
me  that  it  would  take  cm  sufficient  importance  to  warrent  consulting  with 
you  and  the  Foundations.  This  was  my  real  stupidity,  and  as  I can’t  forgive 
myself  I can't  ask  you  to.  But  I do  beg  you  not  to  be  so  angry  with  me  that 
you  must  go  on  addressing  me  as  Miss  Hamilton  to  the  end  of  time,  as  it  makes 
me  feel  I have  canmitted  other  sins  that  you  just  haven't  mentioned. 

As  to  the  showing  on  Wednesday;  — When  Dr.  Platt  first  requested  it  I 
told  him  that  we  couldn't  release  it  to  anybody  until  we  had  a distributor 
and  knew  what  the  distributive  limits  were  to  be.  He  called  me  again  in 
three  weeks  and  asked  if  there  was  any  hope  of  showing  it,  as  they  would 
like  to  be  able  to  mention  the  fact  in  their  letter  about  the  annual  meeting. 
I still  said  it  looked  impossible,  but  later  when  the  big  picture  companies 
were  telling  us  we  would  have  to  get  many  people  to  help  us  create  a com- 
mercial public  for  the  filra,  I suggested  to  William  Fite  la  on  who  as  you  know 
is  handling  the  picture,  that  here  perhaps  would  be  people  who  would  go  out 
and  work  to  bring  audiences  in.  We  did  not  consider  this  a formal  showing 
in  any  sense  of  the  word,  but  simply  another  screening  such  as  we  have  held 
at  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art  and  Movielab  and  20th  Century  Fox.  After  seeJA/ft 
the  form  of  the  lighthouse  vSHtion,  had  it  been  possible  to  call  off  the 
showing  I would  have  done  so,  for  it  has  the  look  of  a cup -rattler  to  say 
nothing  of  a formal  showing.  However,  the  film  they  are  going  to  see  is 
only  the  l6  um  copy,  and  at  the  end  of  the  picture  Dr.  Platt  has  agreed  to 
read  the  following  statement  ( subject  to  your  correction)  which  I hope  will 
erase  any  impression  that  the  showing  is  anything  but  a work  screening  in 
preparation  for  the  big  preview  and  opening  at  the  end  of  May: 

"The  film  you  have  just  seen  in  16  mm  is  in 
actuality  a 35  mm  commercial  film  which  is 
to  begin  its  first  New  York  run  at  the  Guild 
Theatre  in  Radio  City  at  the  end.  of  May.  The 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  The  Amer- 
ican Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  who  - own  this 
film,  ask  that  if  you  can  honestly  say  you  enjoyed 
it,  say  so  - to  as  many  people  as  you  can.  For 
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in  that  way  you  will  be  helping  to  build, 
up  a public  who  will  pay  money  to  see  it. 

And  a.  poblic  w/H  money  in  hand — to  coin  a 
phrase — is  worth  two  inffeu'bush'1 

As  you  will  note  by  the  above  we  have  received  an  offer  from  the  manager 
of  the  Guild  Theatre  on  West  50th  Street  where  the  Coronation  Film  and 
Martin  Luther  showed,  and  Fitelson  is  now  drawing  up  contracts  for  the 
approval  of  the  two  Foundations,  between  the  Foundations  and  Albert  Margolies, 
who  we  feel  is  the  best  man  to  handle  the  publicity  for  this  first  New  York 
run.  You  should  receive  those  contracts  early  this  week,  and  subject  to 
your  approval  the  contract  with  the  Guild  Theatre  will  then  be  concluded 
and  a nation  wide  publicity  campaign  begun  immediately.  It  is  a wonderful 
theatre  for  us  and  fortunately  both  its  manager  and  Margolies  share  Fitel- 
son'B  firm  faith  in  the  commercial  value  of  the  film.  We  want  very  much 
to  have  a consultation  with  you  and  Dr.  Zieraer  this  week  at  your  convenience 
to  discuss  phases  of  the  publicity  campaign  and  plans  for  the  film’s  opening 
and  further  distribution. 

I am  sorry  to  have  written  all  this  in  illegible  longhand  but  my  typewriter 
is  under  repair  and  I wanted  to  get  it  off  to  you  at  once.  I have  made  a 
copy  and  will  have  it  typed  in  triplicate  tomorrow  for  Mr.  Noyes  and  Nella^ 
(to  be  passed  cm  to  Helen  and  Polly). 

Again  dear  Bob,  let  me  say  how  hangdog  I feel  to  have  again  revealed  my 
rank  amateurism,  and  beg  you  only  to  know  that  my  heart,  as  yours,  is  deeply 
pledged  to  the  universal  lessoru  of  Helen  Keller. 

Love  from  your  humbled  servant, 


Ai  A 'UC  ^ 


Copies  ro ; - 

/U£U/q  K-t rtucv&V 

ajo  VeSir?' 


>7 


/C^( 


/ 

"c 


A Statement 


If  in  the  course  of  time  the  Helen  Keller  Documentary 
Film  yields  some  income,  I should  like  to  have  that  money 
channelled  through  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
to  the  Helen  Keller  Committee  on  the  Deaf-blind.  I wish 
to  have  the  Committee  allocate  the  money  to  the  building 
or  opening  of  small  regional  schools  staffed  by  special 
teachers  in  America  where  doubly  handicapped  children  can 
be  sent  from  the  different  States. 

If  the  film  should  become  a world-wide  success,  it 
is  my  wish  that  the  money  from  the  film  be  kept  for  the 
education  of  children  without  sight  and  hearing  in  the 
countries  where  it  is  shown.  I desire  to  have  the  American 
Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  indicate  responsible  groups 
engaged  in  this  work  in  those  lands,  so  that  they  can  re- 
ceive the  money  direct  from  the  film. 


\c\^> 


Proceeds  from  the  film  which  the  Foundation  have  agreed  to 
use  for  the  benefit  and  progress  of  the  deaf  blind,  shall 
in  each  Foundation  be  placed  in  a fund  to  be  called  "Helen 
Keller  Fund  for  the  Deaf  Blind" . Such  fund  shall  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  educable  deaf  blind  children.  All  ex- 
penditures from  each  fund  shall  be  made  with  the  approval 
of  a Committee.  During  the  lifetime  of  Miss  Keller,  all 
members  of  this  Committee  must  be  approved  by  her. 


This  looks  find  to  me. 


Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 


COPY 


DAVID  E.  LILIENTHAL 


60  Sutton  Place,  S.,  New  York 
June  16,  1954 


Dear  Katharine: 

I don't  know  when  I have  been  more  deeply  stirred, 
and  renewed  in  faith,  after  two  months  of  witnessing  indignities 
against  moat  of  the  things  about  our  country  and  her  people  that 
we  love  the  most.  And  the  reason  is  that  Helen  and  I have  Just 
come  home  from  seeing  the  wonderful  story  of  Helen  Keller.  You 
and  Nancy  Hamilton  did  a beautiful  and  a flawless  thing;  we  are 
profoundly  grateful. 

As  if  this  weren't  exciting  and  satisfying  enough, 
we  are  picking  up  Helen  and  Polly  next  Saturday  evening  and 
carrying  them  to  the  Duffus'  for  dinner  in  Westport.  So  you 
can  see  how  it  is,  at  this  pointl 

Can  there  be  anything  more  important  in  the  world  to 
say,  right  now,  than  what  your  film  makes  so  clear?  That  the 
spirit  of  a good  and  pure  human  being  is  a thing  of  Infinite 
power,  that  there  is  no  sin  so  great  as  despair  and  cynicism  in 
a world  that  God  so  loves  that  he  gives  us  a Helen  Keller,  and  — 
if  I may  say  so  to  such  modest  people  — a gifted  Katharine 
Cornell  and  Nancy  Hamilton  who  are  able  to  make  this  truth  plain, 
and  in  so  doing  to  "restoreth  the  soul."  It  is  we  who  are  the 
blind;  it  is  the  Helen  Kellers  who  see  the  truth. 

In  about  a month  we,  too,  plan  to  be  on  our  hill  on 
the  Vineyard.  We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  then. 

As  always,  cordially  and  with  esteem 

(Signed)  DAVID 


Miss  Katharine  Cornell 
Vineyard  Haven,  Maas. 


From  WOMAN’S  IOMF  COMPANION  August  1954 


The  following  Is  Inclosed  In  a red-bordered  box: 


OT'  \R  ILMS  ’-ORTH  RERING 


The  incon-siered — A magnificent  documentary  about  Helen  Keller, 
one  of  the  greatest  women  of  our  time.  Katharine  Cornell  raids 
James  Shute's  commentary.  This  Inspiring  film  stars  the  f mous 
deaf  an!  blind  lady. 

' n et.rlus  - r.'  o Gladiators — Begins  where  The  Robe  left  off. 
Susan  Hayward  lures  Victor  hature  away  from  his  high  ideals, 
but  Peter  (Michael  Rennie)  and  Christ's  robe  win  him  back  to 
Christianity.  Ancient  Rome  and  gladiatorial  games  In  Cinemascope. 

A r ache — Realistic  movie  about  a proud  Indian  who  won't 
surrender:  Burt  Lancaster,  Jean  Peters. 

A even  Hrl "on  for  Seven  Pro  there — Howard  Keel  an1  Jane  Powell 
head  the  good  cast  who  kick  up  heels  in  t.hl  fresh  musical. 

lctorv  at  Sea — A stirring  report  bout  our  navy  in  orld 
V’ar  II,  this  will  win  cheers. 


SAINT  MARYS  HOSPITAL 


SISTERS  OF  SAINT  FRANCIS 
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Telephone:  WAtkins  4-0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

15  WEST  1 6TH  STREET 
NEW  YORK  II,  N.  Y. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


January  27,  19S4 


The  Nobel  Peace  Prise  Committee 
Oslo 

NOR  tf  AY 

Gentlemen: 

It  is  with  s degree  of  unqualified  confidence  which  we  seldom  feel  in  anything 
we  do,  that  we  write  in  support  oi  the  nomination  of  Miss  Helen  Adams  Keller 
for  the  Award  of  the  1954  Nobel  Peace  Prise.  We  understand  that  the  Committee 
has  been  aad  will  be  supplied  with  a quantity  of  material  with  regard  to  Miss 
Keller's  life-long  activity  in  considerable  sounds  nee  and,  therefore,  are  not 
under  any  compulsion  to  believe  that  you  need  further  documentation  lrom  this 
organisation. 

Ws  wish  to  express  to  you,  however,  our  conviction  that  Miss  Keller's  activities 
all  over  the  world  have  been  oi  inestimable  value  ia  the  gradual  bringing  about 
of  a better  understanding  of  the  tact  that  me  basic  needs  of  nil  mankind  are 
actually  of  little  difference  regardless  of  race,  color,  creed  or  residence,  and 
that  it  those  haste  needs  are  properly  supplied,  a world  a*  peace  would  be  the 
inevitable  result. 

The  organisation  for  which  1 have  the  honor  to  write  is  the  recognised  research, 
informational  and  inspirational  leader  ia  one  specialised  field  of  human  effort 
in  the  United  States,  and  has  had  the  privilege  ia  countless  ways  and  in  multitudes 
of  instances  to  build  with  technical  aid  toe  service  opportunities  which  Miss 
Keller  has  created. 

We  are  confident  that  the  Committee's  choice  of  Miss  Keller  for  the  1V^4  sward 
would  be  universally  heralded  as  one  who  well  deserves  it. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


MRB/s 


M.  Robert  darnett 
Executive  Director 


W Atkins  4-0420 

CABLE  ADDRESS: 
RELIEFER,  NEW  YORK 


European  Office 
14  RUE  DARU 
PARIS  8,  FRANCE 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  OVERSEAS  BLIND,  Inc. 
22  West  17th  Street 
New  York  11,  N.  Y. 


January  11,  19$4 


The  Nobel  Peace  Prise  Committee 
Oslo 

NOR  WAY 
Gentlemen: 

The  writer  of  this  letter  haa  been  associated  directly  or  indirectly 
for  most  of  his  life  with  many  movements  and  personalities  which 
have  been  dedicated  to  the  improvement  of  the  conditions  under 
which  the  people  of  the  world  are  living.  It  so  happens  that  I also 
have  been  favored  for  many  years  to  be  in  a position  to  observe 
closely  the  tireless  and  dynamic  efforts  of  Helen  Adams  Keller  in 
her  many-sided  approach  to  a single  objective.  That  objective 
always  has  been  the  creation  of  opportunities  for  truth  as  well  as 
lundamental  needs  of  individuals  or  of  whole  races  and  nations. 

1 understand  that  Miss  Helen  Adams  Keller  has  been  nominated 
for  the  1954  Nobel  Peace  Prise.  It  is  with  great  nappiness  that 
I write  this  letter  in  support  of  your  choice  of  her  as  its  recipient. 

Very  cordially  yours. 


William  Ziegler,  Jr. 
President 


WZ/b 


WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  JR.,  President 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary  JANSEN  NOYES,  JR.,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


January  27,  1954 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut 

Dear  Helen: 

We  thought  you  might  be  interested  in  having  these  braille  copies  of 
a letter  written  by  myself  with  regard  to  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  and 
one  written  by  Mr.  Ziegler.  In  effect,  we  are  writing  on  behalf  of 
the  total  or ganizationSof  the  AFB  on  one  hand  and  the  AFOB  on  the 
other.  The  comments  in  these  letters  are  sincere. 

We  wish  you  luck,  knowing  that  such  an  award  to  you  is  important 
only  in  that  it  is  another  opportunity  for  inspiration  to  the  world. 

As  ever, 

ROBERT 


MRB/s 

Enc. 


’Blind 


Please  see  reverse  side 


elan  Keller  and  ’ orld  Peace 


For  more  than  sixty  years  Helen  Keller  has  been  a world  symbol 
of  unique  value.  People  of  all  races,  all  colors,  all  creeds, 
on  all  continents  have  found  in  the  story  of  her  triumph  over 
deafness  and  blindness  an  affirmation  of  courage  and  faith  and 
from  the  example  of  her  dedicated  life  have  caught  a practical 
vision  of  universal  brotherhood. 

Her  service  to  mankind  began  when  ah-.:«  was  a child,  not  only 
through  what  someone  has  called  ’’the  fact  of  Herself,"  but 
tnrough  reaching  out  to  give  others  vh o were  handicapped  the 
advantages  that  she  herself  was  enjoying.  When  she  wus  eleven 
years  old  she  rescued  a little  deaf-blind  boy  from  an  almshouse 
in  ennsylvania  and  raised  money  for  his  education.  While  she  was  still 
in  preparatory  school  she  found  time  to  work  for  the  kindergarten 
for  tne  blind  in  Boston  and  to  make  public  appearances  with  Dr. 
Alexander  Graham  Bell  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf.  Before  she  was 
out  of  her  twenties  she  had  become  in  her  own  person  an 
international  clearing  hou3©  for  information  concerning  the  needs 
of  the  blind,  the  deaf,  and  the  deaf-blind.  This  position  she  has 
continued  to  hold  until  the  present  day. 

Tn  1 06,  two  years  af  t r she  was  graduated  from  Hadcliffe  College 
cum  laude  3ho  appeared  before  a Joint  session  of  the  ’as  achusetts 
legislature  in  support  of  a bill  to  establish  the  first  State 
Commission  for  the  Blind  in  the  United  States.  Under  her  inspiration 
the  bill  was  passed  and  the  Governor  appointed  her  a member  of  the 
Commission’s  board.  Since  that  time  she  has  spoken  in  behalf  of  the 
blind  throughout  the  United  States  (often  before  joint  legislative 
s salons)  and  in  nearly  every  province  of  Canada;  in  ’awaii,  Japan, 
Korea,  I'anchukuo,  Australia,  Uaw  Zealand,  Tasmania,  Yugoslavia, 

Greece,  Italy,  ranee,  gypt,  Lebanon,  Syria,  the  a3horaito 
Kingdom  of  Jordan,  Israel,’  England,  Scotland,  South  Africa,  Frazil, 
Chile,  P-  ru,  Panama,  and  loxico.  ach  of  these  countries  can  boar 
witness  to  her  achievement  in  behalf  of  their  handicapped,  especially 
their  blind  and  deaf,  and  to  the  inspiration  of  her  presence  as  a 
universal  rallying  point  for  all  mankind. 

She  has  labored  with  and  through  organizations  of  world-wide  scope, 
among  them:  The  American  Foundation  for  the  Jlind  which  she  Joined 
in  1924  and  for  which  she  is  Counselor  on  ational  and  International 
Relations;  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  for  which  she 
Is  Counselor  on  International  Relations;  the  John  Tilton  Society 
for  the  Blind  of  which  sue  is  Vice-President ; the  Llghthouso  for  the 
lin-  of  which  she  is  also  Vice-President.  The  Alexander  Graham 
"ell  Association  for  the  Deaf  (formerly  the  Volta  Bureau)  made  her 
an  onorary  Board  'ember.  The  World  Council  for  ti:e  Welfare  of  the 
■lind  elected  her  to  Honorary  embership  "for  having  rendered 
outstanding  service  to  the  welfare  of  thfc  blind  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  ro  1991  Lions  International  presented  her  their  gold  medal 
for  achievement. 
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She  has  been  honored  for  her  services  to  humanity  by  many 
countries,  among  them:  Yugoslavia  (Medal  of  St.  Sava),  Scotland 
(Doctorate,  Glasgow  University),  South  Africa  (Doctorate, 
Wltwatersrand  University),  Brazil  (Order  if  the  Southern  Cross j, 
Chile  (Order  of  Bernardo  O’ Higgins),  Peru  (Citizen  of  Honor  In 
Lima).  The  President  of  France  made  her  Chevalier  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor  "in  recognition  of  the  services  you  have  always 
rendered  to  the  cause  of  ray  country."  Mexico  gave  her  a sp  cial 
award  from  the  United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific,  and 
Cultural  Organization.  She  has  spoken  several  times  before  the 
United  atlona  and  has  been  commended  by  President  Truman  for  her 
work  on  Point  Four. 

President  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  was  a warm  and  helpful 
friend.  On  the  eve  of  her  departure  for  her  first  trip  to  the 
Orient  he  wrote,  "I  feel  confident  that  your  presence  will 
orove  a lasting  Inspiration  to  those  Japanese  laboring  under 
physical  handicap,  and  that  your  association,  brief  as  it  may  be, 
with  Japanese  individuals  and  groups  interested  In  hukanltarlan 
endeavor  will  contribute  to  promoting  that  spirit  of  friendship 
and  good  will  between  our  people  and  the  people  of  Japan  upon 
which  good  international  relations  must  rest."  This  was  before 
the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor,  but  as  evidence  that  Helen  Keller's 
first  mission  to  Japan  was  not  In  vain  it  must  be  said  that  by 
invitation  of  the  United  States  Government  she  went  a second  time 
in  19i(-8  and  was  received  almost  as  If  she  had  been  a true  daughter 
of  Japan,  one  of  the  very  few  to  whom  such  an  accolade  could 
have  been  given.  More  than  once  the  State  Department  of  the 
United  States  has  acknowledged  her  worth  as  an  ambassador  of  good 
will  and  world  peace. 

3he  has  received  numerous  honors  In  her  own  country,  but  has 
refused  more  than  she  has  accepted.  In  1911  the  National 
educational  Association  elected  her  Active  Member  for  Life. 

In  193?  the  Educational  Institute  of  Scotland  elected  her 
Honorary  Fellow.  Iier  advice  on  the  education  of  the  deaf  and 
blind  is  sought  throughout  the  world  and  freely  given}  teachers 
of  normal  children  have  also  found  it  useful.  As  pupil  she  is  no 
less  valuable  than  as  teacher.  Schools  for  the  deaf  and  blind 
around  the  ea£th  hang  upon  her  words  and  study  with  deep  attention 
the  way  she  was  taught.  What  she  learned  IS  no  lass  Interesting. 

Her  ability  to  "speak  with  her  mouth"  has  been  called  by  the  late 
distinguished  British  aural  surgeon.  Dr.  Janes  Kerr  Love,  "the 
greatest  Individual  achievement  In  the  history  of  orallsm,  or 
indeed  of  education."  Her  speech  remains  Imperfect,  but  the  mistakes 
made  In  training  her  voice  pointed  up  the  need  for  further  study 
of  the  problem  and  today  from  South  Africa  to  Japan,  from  Australia 
to  the  United  States  the  deaf  oorae  nearer  to  perfect  enunciation 
because  Helen  Keller  tried  for  it  and  failed. 

Everywhere  her  Influence  has  penetrated  (which  la  nearly  everywhere) 
she  has  awakened  new  sympathy  for  the  handicapped  and  has  worked 
Intelligently  to  bring  them  Into  the  normal  community  with  full 
rights  of  citizenship.  Her  belief  In  trie  unity  of  mankind  has 
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never  wavered.  During  the  early  years  of  the  Second  World  War 
she  wrote  a book  called  "Let  Us  Have  Faith. " Belligerent  it 
might  be  described,  but  belligerent  for  the  cause  of  universal 
brotherhood  and  jpeace^ She  was  and  Is  a realist.  Sho  knew  that 
war  problems  hadc^be  dealt  with  and  for  two  years,  1944” 1946, 
she  went  up  and  down  the  United  States  visiting  Array,  Navy,  and 
Marine  hospitals  in  4l  cities  and  21  States.  Later  she  visited 
similar  hospitals  in  Greece,  Italy,  France,  and  England,  always 
with  the  same  message:  that  while  her  handicap  and  theirs  were 
more  apparent  than  most,  all  people  were  handicapped  in  one  way  or 
another,  spiritually  or  physically,  but  however  lamed  one  may 
be  he  still  has  something  to  offer  for  the  improvement  of  the 
world  in  which  we  live. 


Helen  Keller's  birthplace  in  Alabama  has  been  made  into  a mussum, 
which  has  become  a shrine,  sought  out  not  only  by  her  own 
countrymen,  but  by  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Her  name, 
wherever  it  is  spoken, stands  for  courage,  faith,  hope,  and  peace. 
These  words  are  abstract,  but  her  work  has  been  concrete  and 
enduring,  beyond  prejudice,  beyond  nationalism.  It  has  been 
constructive  and  understanding  and  its  basis  has  been  love  for  God 
and  man. 


-sT. 
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What  hag  been  referred  to  above  as  "the  Fact  of  Herfeel’f" 
shines  through  this  book  and  the  others . she  has  written,  including 
"Th^'Aory  of  "'My  "Life,"  ' f'The  'vTorfd  I Live  In,"  "My  .Religion, " 

"Midstream,"  and  "Helen  seller ' s Journal,"  and  through  the 

, > ’■  «*•  • . 

innumerable  articles  she  has  written  for  magazines  urging  prevention 

of  blindness,  education  for  the  young  blind  and  deaf,  and  intelligent 

* V t i 

care  for  those  who,  because  of  senility  or  for  some  other  reason, 


cannot  be  trained  or  educated. 
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Dear  Nella:  ■ 

Attached  is  .'*»« 

'£1'Z£%Z£  ImAmnts  » have 
made  strengthen  our  ease. 


Eric 
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HELBN  AD* M3  KEL.LSH 


rut  muro  wan  32.  tty  ye-:rr  Helen  ■dams  Keller  has  been  a world  symbol  of  unique  value. 

People  of  all  -aoes,  ell  colors,  all  creeds,  on  ail  continents  have  found  in  the  story 
of  her  triumph  over  docfnus  . aud  blludnost  an  affirmation  of  courage  end  faith  and  frro 
the  example  of  hui  deuio  tied  life  have  caught  a practical  vision  of  universal  brotherhood. 

Her  Bervice  to  mankind  began  when  she  was  a child,  not  only  through  what  someone  has  rolled 

"the  Fact  of  Herself",  but  thro  ;gh  . ac  ching  out  to  give  others  who  ve.ro  hsr.dic^  ped  the 
advantages  that  ihe  her  self  was  enjoyin,,.  Vhen  she  was  eleven  years  cJd  she  rescued  a 
little  deaf-blind  h . fror-i  *n  air -•.hoi  ...  ..i  .syivuviu  r.d  raiesrt  mcncy  for  his  education. 

While  she  was  still  in  preparatory  school  -hit  j cut  d tire  to  verb  .i'ct  tht  kindergarten  for 
the  bixnu  in  bohv-.-n  -t >u«  to  take  yj.i.u.Lc  app-  Csretiucfc-  with  »u . hlfeiu-lcr  drcthuii  ue*l  far  the 
benefit  of  tue  dis«f.  Jo  fore  site  >'-o  out  of  iter  twenties  c'r.e  had  become  in  her  own  person 
an  international.  clearing  house  for  in.  rnaticn  concerning  the  needs  cf  the  blind,  the 
deaf,  and  the  deaf-blind,  ftiis  Lon  she  has  ccifltinuea  tc  hold  until  the  present  day. 

In  ly06,  two  a. "We  i .o  va  «..IUc-.t6cl  Jror  Haudiffe  college  eu,:.  loude  she  appeared 

before  a joint  session  of  tne  iiassachueetts  legislature  in  support  i_  a till  to  establish 
the  firnt  State  /iiiifsion  • t ' Hlinc'i  •-  the  . nltet  t tr.ti  u.  Ire'*.:  her  inspiration  the 
bill  was  passed  .utd  the  *overacr  appoim’d  her  t:  i-m-er  of  the  Ccaonis tder ' e beard,  Since 
tiiat  time  site  lies  spor.un  lit  behalf  of  V.i.  Hire  throughout  the  .rdted  ft;  tea  (often  before 
joint  lefielative  o^auiots)  and  tV.  nearly  • • ery  j.iuvirot  ot  Canada;  in  davaii,  Japan,  Korea, 
lianchukuo,  Australia,  &ar  ZeaJU aid,  f-uu-aii:.,  l .^orlniin,  Grtece,  It>dy,  -ranee,  bgypt, 
Lebanon,  byr-iu,  the  naaheMite  Kingdom  cf  Jordan,  Israel,  -Jtgirn:'.,  Scotland,  union  of  South 
Africa,  Southern  hhodeeia,  Brazil,  Chile,  i*.ru,  '.-.ran?,  and  lexico.  ic-ch  of  tubs*  countries 
can  bear  witness  to  ner  ucIlLuvc. ienu  in  behalf  cf  their  hajuicirppcd,  . ipiclsily  their  hlind 
and  deaf,  and  to  the  inspiration  f her  -.•rg.»enoc  *3  u universal  redly ing  point  for  all  man- 
kind. 

Che  has  labored  with  and  through  organizations  of  world-wide  scot-e,  ?i..ont,  ti.er.t  The  American 
Foundation  for  the  blind  which  she  joinoa  in  1 ?2h  and  for  which  sue  is  Counselor  on  National 
and  International  relations;  the  American  Foundation  for-  overseas  Mina  for  which  she  is 
Counselor  on  Interne  tional  Relations;  tue  Joim  Ml  ton  Society  fer  the  blind  of  which  she  Is 
Vice-President;  the  Lighthouse  for  the  blind  of  which  a he  is  uir-o  Yii  e-.r  resident,  The 
Alexander  Grab  ax'  hell  Association  for  the  Deaf  (formerly  t..e  Volta  bur ; uu)  made  her  an 
Honorary  Board  Member.  The  -Curia  Council  lor  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  elected  her  to 
Honorary  Life  Membership  "for  having  rendered  outstanding  service  to  the  welfare  of  the 
blind  throughout  the  world.'1  in  1951  lions  International  presented  her  thetr  gold  medal 
for  achievement.  In  1953  the  Americas  Foundation  selected  her  to  receive  its  lamed 
AitBricas  Award  for  her  magnificent  contribution  to  the  cauae  of  unity  and  understanding 
between  all  countries  of  the  Americas. 

She  has  been  honored  for  her  service  to  humanity  by  many  countries,  among  them:  Tugoelavia 
(Medal  of  St.  Sava),  United  Kingdom  (Doctorate,  Glasgow  Jnivarsity ) , South  Africa  ( octor- 
ate,  Wltwatersrand  University),  Lebanon  (Gold  Medal  of  Merit),  Brazil  (Order  of  the  South- 
ern Cross),  Chile  (Citizen  of  Honor  in  Lima),  hie  President  of  France  made  her  Chevalier 
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BRIEF  SliMMART  OF  RIFE  AND  WORK  OF  DR.  HELEN  AOAK5  K1  Lii. 


Name  of  Nominee : Dr.  Helen  Ada®  Rell=i 

Address:  Arc  an  Ridge,  Westport,  Connecticut 
Date  of  IUrth:  June  <?7,  1C80 
Nationality:  American 


For  more  t)iar  sixty  years  Helen  • da-.s  Keller  has  been  a world  symbol  of  unique  value. 

People  of  all.  -aces,  ail  colors,  all  creeds,  on  ail  continents  have  found  in  the  story 
of  her  triumph  ever  dea.-'iiuSs  ana  blindness  an  affirmation  o?  courage  and  faith  and  frm 
the  example  of  h«r  uouIohUkI  life  have  caught  a practical  vision  of  universal  brotherhood. 

Her  service  to  mankind  began  when  she  was  a child,  not  only  through  what  someone  hae  rolled 

"the  Fact  of  Herself”,  but  through  . arching  out  to  give  others  who  were  handle ped  the 
advantages  that  -she  lerrelf  was  enjoyin,..  V hen  she  was  eleven  yerrs  old  she  rescued  a 
little  deaf-blind  I >j  from  ah  al  too  n ...  ....  r.d  raised  money  for  his  oov cation* 

While  she  was  it'll  in  preparatory  school  ?ht  found  tine  to  vorfc  for  the  kindergarten  for 
the  blind  in  &j» i-.-n  ohI  to  public  npi>  .-rentes  with  H.  Alc^u.lcr  Graiuro  de*l  for  t:» 

benefit  of  to*  dual.  He  fore  she  v-.t,  out  of  F.er  twenties  she  had  become  in  her  own  person 
an  international  clearing  house  for  inior nation  concerning  the  needs  cf  the  blind,  the 
da  of,  and  il.o  deaf-blind.  U.n  position  she  has  continued  to  hold  until  the  prseent  d ay. 

In  1906,  two  y ’tor  oho  wu  0 uunutec  fro*  Raucliffe  tolle^  e ca:.  It-jQe  she  appeared 

before  a joint  session  of  trie  Massachusetts  legisli«.T.nru  in  support  a.  & till  to  establish 
the  first  State  iviif  sion  ’.c-  t • itLinci  in  the  united  . uati  u.  brew  her  inspiration  the 
bill  was  passed  and  tne  vernc  i appein'oed  her  u r -n-tr  of  the  . o*url.v  si  or. 1 e hoard.  Since 
thAt  time  she  hoc  rpohun  in  bei  elf  of  the  l>j,ind  throughout  the  United  abates  (often  before 
Joint  legislative  uosuiois)  and  i;.  nearly  every  proven®  o;  Canada;  in  ..avail,  Japan,  Korea, 
Manchukuo,  Australia,  ,’icw  ZaaJUard,  Tasmania*  i>.^osla\ia,  drawee,  it>u.y,  ranee,  Lgypt, 
Lebanon,  Syria,  the  Ihiohffl'iite  Kingdom  of  Jordan,  Israel,  niglend.  Duo  bland,  onion  of  South 
Africa,  Southern  .hodesia,  iiTtyil,  Chile,  Peru,  i- inane  and  i exicc.  mr-c);  of  tuesc  countries 
can  bear  witness  to  our  achiuve:  <euu  in  beiuu.i  of  their  lianaicuppcd,  * specially  t.neir  blind 
and  deaf,  and  to  the  -nspirution  1 her  rre..enco  as  a univer  sal  : allying  point  for  all  man- 
kind. 

She  has  labored  with  and  through  organizations  of  worlu-wici*  scote,  p;..ong  them:  11®  American 
Foundation  for  the  Hind  which  she  joincu  in  192h  arai  for  which  si.c  is  Counselor  on  National 
and  International  elations 5 the  American  Foundation  lor  c verse as  Hina  for  which  ehe  is 
Counselor  on  international  Relations;  tna  Joim  .11  ten  Society  for  the.  Blind  of  which  ahe  is 
Vice-President;  the  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind  of  which  she  is  also  Vii  o-.  resident,  The 
Alexander  Graham  Bull  Association  for  the  Deaf  (formerly  t..e  Volta  burrsu)  made  her  an 
Honorary  Board  Member . The  lorld  Council  lor  the  Welfare  of  the  allnd  elected  her  to 
Honorary  Life  Membership  "for  having  rendered  out? landing  tu.rvica  to  the  welfare  of  the 
blind  throughout  the  world."  In  1951  lions  International  presented  her  their  gold  medal 
for  achievement.  In  1953  the  American  Foundation  selected  her  to  receive  its  famed 
American  Award  for  her  magnificent  contribution  to  the  cause  of  unity  and  understanding 
between  all  countries  of  the  Americas. 

She  has  been  honored  for  her  service  to  humanity  by  many  countrlea,  among  them:  Jugoslavia 
(Medal  of  Bt.  Sava),  United  Kingdom  (Doctorate,  Glasgow  University),  South  Africa  (Doctor- 
ate, Witvatersrand  University),  Lebanon  (Gold  Medal  of  Merit),  brazil  (Order  of  the  South- 
ern Cross),  Chile  (Citizen  of  Honor  in  Lima).  Ihe  President  of  France  made  her  Chevalier 
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of  the  Legion  of  Honor  '‘in  recognition  of  the  services  you  have  always  rendered  to  the 
cause  of  my  country."  Mexico's  National  Commission  for  UNESOO  has  presented  her  with  a 
special  award.  Miss  Keller  has  addressed  conferences  and  meetings  sponsored  by  the 
United  Nations  and  its  Specialized  Agencies.  She  has  been  recognized  successively  by 
Presidents  Roosevelt,  Truman  and  Eisenhower  for  her  unrivaled  international  humanitarian 
activity  which  has  brought  to  many  countries  a knowledge  of  all  that  is  best  in  the 
American  tradition. 

Presiuent  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  wae  a warm  and  helpful  friend.  One  the  eve  of  her 
departure  for  her  first  trip  to  the  Orient  he  wrote,  "I  feel  confident  that  your  presence 
will  prove  a las  Pint,  inspiration  to  those  Japanese  laboring  under  physical  handicap,  and 
that  your  association,  brief  as  it  may  be,  with  Japanese  individuals  and  groups  interested 
in  humanitarian  endeavor  will  contribute  to  promoting  that  spirit  of  friendship  and  good 
will  between  our  oeoplu  and  the  people  of  Japan  upon  which  good  international  relations 
must  rest."  This  was  uelors  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor,  but  as  evidence  that  Helen  Keller's 
first  mission  to  Japan  was  not  in  vain  it  must  be  said  that  by  invitation  of  the  United 
States  government  sue  went  a second  time  in  ljM  and  was  received  almost  a a 1.f  she  had 
been  a true  daughter  of  Japan,  one  oi  the  very  few  to  whom  such  on  accolade  could  have 
been  given.  More  than  once  uie  State  Do  : .rtv.uut  of  the  United  States  has  acknowldeged 
her  worth  as  an  aubassado*  oi  ..col  will  and  erll  jeaoe. 

She  has  received  numerous  honors  in  her  own  country,  but  has  refuse!  more  than  she  has 
accepted.  In  lyii  Hum  National  i~.auafci.onal  A3.su elation  elected  her  * rtlve  'iamber  for 
Idle,  in  1>32  the  Uutationa!  Institute  cf  Scotland  elactsd  her  Hono-ary  Hallow.  Her 
advice  on  the  education  of  til  categories  pi  physically  handicapped  and  of  normal  chil- 
dren is  sought  throughout  the  wo-rlo  an  freely  »iven. 

Throughout  the  whole  period  of  her  service  to  mankind  Miss  Xellsr's  constant  purpose  has 
beai.  to  promote  universal  reception  0;  the  rundan- r,tal  hus.tr  rights  that  are  the  sacred 
heritage  of  ever  y individual  regcrulese  of  coi:-r  skin,  * pp*rc.ut  I r e in  society, 
religious  belief  or  degree  of  physical  infirmity.  A:  ur.faiiint  chstplcn  first  of  the 
League  of  Nations  toad  now  the  United  lotion*  sin  rc-ectnised  long  before  tne  creation  of 
these  organizations  that  "warn  arc  born  in  the  hearts  anc.  minds  of  ’■  en . " the  recognized 
that  social  arid  economic  inequalities  at  the  *».}.<  ce  ecn  of  diirr-ute  l tween  men  and 
nations  and  tiiat  their  elimination  would  load  all  non  of  ell  countries  free  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  labors  ir.  an  atmosphere  of  woz  r dvi  :le  cooper;',  tier  r r : international  peace. 

It  is  in  that  purpose  and  to  that  end  that  she  has  selflessly  devoted  her  entire  life. 

Everywhere  her  influence  has  penetrated  she  has  awakened  new  sympathy  for  all  under -privil- 
eged groups  and  has  works!  intelligently  to  bring  ten  into  trio  ■•.  U ununity  with  full 
rights  of  citizenship,  bar  belief  in  the  unity  of  Mankind  has  rove  • vivered.  During  the 
early  years  of  tne  Second  world  bar  sue  wro  te  1 took  c Hod  "_ot  u ’ Faith",  belli- 
gerent it  might  be  described,  but  belligerent  for  the  cause  of  universal  brotherhood  and 
peace.  She  was  and  is  a realist.  She  knew  that  war  problems  hud  to  be  dealt  with  and 
for  two  years,  19U*  to  lfij£,  she  went  up  and  down  the  United  Jtates  vis  ting  Army,  Navy 
arid  Marine  hospitals  in  1*1  cities  and  21  states.  Later  alia  visited  »J  diar  hospitals  in 
Greece,  Italy,  France  and  iuigland,  always  with  the  same  message  1 tl»  t w ule  her  handicap 
and  theirs  were  more  apparent  than  most,  all  people  ware  handicapped  in  one  way  or  aaotlier, 
spiritually  or  physically,  but  however  lamed  one  may  be  he  still  has  something  to  offer 
for  the  improvement  of  the  world  ir.  which  ve  live, 

Helen  Keller's  birthplace  in  Alabama  has  been  made  into  a museum,  which  has  become  a shrine, 
sought  out  not  only  by  her  own  countrymen,  but  by  visitors  from  all  parts  o:  the  world.  Her 
na^e,  wherever  it  is  spoken,  stands  for  courage,  faith,  hope,  and  peace.  These  words  are 
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abstract,  but  her  work  has  been  concrete  and  enduring,  beyond  prejudice,  beyond  nationalism. 
It  has  been  constructive  and  understanding  and  its  basis  has  been  love  for  Jtod  and  man. 


I 
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October  7,  1968 


Maryel  Finney  Hartung 
Editor 

Radcliffe  Quarterly 
111  Sudbury  Road 
Ueecon,  Mass.  02193 

Dear  Miss  Hartung: 

A Radcliffe  Alumna  on  our  faculty  brought  in  the  August  1968 
issue  of  Radcliffe  Quarterly  and  we  were,  of  course,  fascinated  with 
the  excerpts  printed  on  Page  29  of  the  letter  from  Ella  J.  Spooner  to 
Margaret  M.  Grimshaw. 

It  would  appear  that  the  writer  of  this  letter  probably  has 
more  direct  memories  of  Anne  Sullivan  than  anyone  alive.  There  seem 
to  be  very  many  people  who  remember  many  details  of  the  life  of  Helen 
Keller,  although  undoubtedly  Miss  Spooner  also  knows  a good  deal  about  her. 

I would  very  much  like  to  get  in  contact  with  Miss  Spooner  and 
see  if  I can  learn  from  her  more  of  these  memories  and  wonder  whether 
you  are  in  a position  to  make  the  contact  for  me. 

Two  years  ago  when  we  celebrated  the  100th  Anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  Anne  Sullivan  we  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in 
finding  people  who  had  personal  memory  of  this  very  remarkable  woman. 

I would  appreciate  any  help  that  you  can  give  me. 

With  very  kindest  regards. 


Sincerely  yours, 


EJW:tf 


Edward  J.  Waterhouse 
Director 


Radcliffe 

Quarterly 


RADCLIFFE  COLLEGE  ALUMNAE  ASSOCIATION 

10  GARDEN  STREET 

CAMBRIDGE.  MASSACHUSETTS  02138 


MARYEL  F.  HARTUNG  '48.  EDITOR 

111  SUDBURY  ROAD 

WESTON.  MASSACHUSETTS  02193 


October  8,  1968 

Mr.  3dward  J.  Waterhouse 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 

Dear  Mr.  Waterhouse: 

I would  suggest  that  you  either  contact  Miss  Margaret 
Grirashaw  (19  Garden  St.,  Cambridge  02138;  telephone 
547-5138)  to  get  Miss  Spponer's  address  or  else 
call  Simmons  College  which  would  be  sure  to  have  her 
address  since  she  is  an  alumna. 

Meanwhile,  I am  running  your  letter  in  the  December 
issue  of  the  Quarterly  and  that  may  biring  more 
responses  of  people  who  remember  Anne  Sullivan, 

Sincerely, 

-'7 
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October  9,  1968 


Sullivan  in  1966,  we  found  it  very  difficult  to  make  contact  with 
people  who  remembered  her.  Apparently  Miss  Spooner  has  good  recol- 
lections and  I am  interested  in  getting  in  touch  with  her  in  the 
hope  that  she  might  be  able  to  write  us  as  full  an  account  as  possible 
of  her  memories. 

I wonder  whether  you  would  feel  it  in  order  to  put  me  in 
touch  with  fli*8  Spooner. 

With  kindest  regards. 


Sincerely  yours. 


EJWjtf 


Edward  J.  Waterhouse 
Director 


- <AV 


^j^vSL  ^ ct_v  I £5  \ cLa.Oj.Cl  N ■ vf  ”*  ~ Ct  k/'/  ^ 


f WA-*.  {(,!  CtfC‘ 


VO Ovr 


v o « 


|\j  / c*,v7  (jjM)  a CjU  Mv 


19  Garden  Street,  Apt.  21 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts  02138 


Mr.  Edward  J.  Waterhouse 
Perkins  Scool  for  the  Blind 
Watertown,  Massachusetts  02172 

Dear  Mr.  Waterhouse: 

When  I went  to  the  Scnlesinger  Library  at  Radcliffe  (it 
houses  not  only  the  Radcliffe  Archives  but  also  the  National 
Archives  for  Women)  for  a copy  of  Miss  Spooner's  first  letter, 

I realized,  as  I did  not  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  when  talking 
with  you  on  the  telephone,  that  the  second  letter  was  really 
a continuation  of  Helen  Keller's  Radcliffe  experience  and  that, 
as  pointed  out  to  me,  both  letters  belonged  together. 

I therefore  gave  the  second  letter  to  them.  These  Archives 
are  nationally  known  and  open  to  anyone  interested.  I hope  you 
will  understand  why  I am  now  sending  you  copies  of  both  letters. 

I enclose  also  a page  torn  from  the  Simmons  Review 
(winter — 1968),  which  quotes  a letter  to  Mrs.  Donald  Scott.  It 
was  only  a few  years  ago  that  Miss  Spooner  was  made  a member  of 
the  first  Simmons  class,  and  Mrs.  Scott  and  Miss  Spooner  have 
never  met.  Mrs.  Scott's  nusbaxia  ctied  in  1967.  For  many  years 
he  was  Peabody  Professor  of  American  Archaeology,  director  of 
the  Peabody  Museum,  and  on  important  committees  of  the 
University  Press at  Harvard. 

I am  very  sorry  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  arrange 
for  Miss  Spooner  to  see  you.  Should  conditions  change.  I'll 
certainly  let  you  know. 


Sincerely  yours, 

4^2  4 Lt  < v4"- 

/ilargaret  M.  GTimshaw 

P.S.  The  comparatively  new  name  of  the 
National  Archives  is 

The  Arthur  and  Elizabeth  Schlesinger  Library 
on  the  History  of  Women  in  America.. 

3 James  Street,  Cambridge in  the  Radcliffe  Yard.. 
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June  14,  1968 


AIR  MAIL 


Miss  Carol  Bryant 
76  Cedar  Street 
Great  Falls,  Montana 

Dear  Miss  Bryant: 

Jhank  you  very  much  for  your  note  on  Helen  Keller. 

Fifty-nine  members  of  the  Perkins  Chorus  travel-id  to  Washington 
on  June  5th  to  sing  at  Helen  Keller' s funeral  in  the  National  Cathedral. 

Many  of  us  had  been  there  just  two  years  ago  to  commemorate  the 
100th  Anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Anne  Sullivan.  It  seems  as  though  a 
rather  wonderful  chapter  in  the  education  of  the  handicapped  has  come  to 
a close,  but  the  inspiration  of  these  two  women  will  always  be  with  us. 

With  kindest  regards, 


Sincerely  yours, 


EJW :tf 


Edward  J.  Waterhouse 
Director 


\ 


T de-  r Dorothy  alker 
I send  this  word  portrait  of  Teacher, 
the  most  precious  part  of  my  life. 


Affectionately, 


Christmas,  19  5. 


To  deer  Alice  Lascelles, 

Who  will  see  in  this  book  thoughts  and  memories 
of  Teacher  that  keep  life  always  sweet  for  me. 


Lovingly, 


To  dear  Margaret, 

a“  faith  sust&iBtd  me  „y  loMUne!le 

S.s  I wrote  this  book  on  Teacher. 


Lovingly, 


ith  my  warmest  admiration 
for  one  oiVAlabama 1 e gre  t sons . 


To  Dea  r Florence 

I send  this  word  portra  it  of  Tea^eher, 
knowing  how  Jo  would  have  understood  r;nd  adored  her. 

( X 


Affectionately, 


To  Mike  Julian, 


kith  warmest  appreciation 
of  his  friendship  for  Teacher. 


Devotedly, 


To  Elizabeth  Bai]/, 

Whose  happy  spirit  refreshed  Teacher. 


Alfa  c t ionately , 


To  Adele  Levy, 

Out  of  whose  big  heart  a lovely  deed  has  smiled  upon  me, 

I send  this  book  recording  the  most  precious  part  of  my  life. 


Lovingly , 


To  Vivian  Leigh, 

Whose  sweet  personality  I remember  vith  delight, 
I present  this  heart  tslevision 
of  my  te  cher  as  I knew  her. 


a fectionately. 


To  Reggie  and  Helen  Allen, 
v.'hose  loving  remembrance  of  Teacher 
adds  to  the  preciousneis  of  our  friendship. 

Affectionately, 

V 

To  sweet  Marian  Morgan, 

hose  understanding  friendship  Teacher  cherished. 


A. fectionately, 


To  Marian  and  Charles  Lieb 
Whose  loving  interest  encour.  es  me  to  send  them 
this  treasure  from  my  heart. 

Devotedly, 


-• 

To  Ethel  and  Eddie  Clark, 

Whose  constant  friendship  makes  it  a plea  sure 

./ 

to  send  this  book  about  her  who  vas  the  dearest  part  of  my  life. 

/ Affectionately, 


5 


J 


: 

:/ 


This  is  only  a young  girl’s  story,  bit  try  teacher  Anne  Sullivan 
moves  through  the  book  like  a benediction.. 


Sincerely,  (or)  affectionately. 


Whose  friendship  for  Teacher 
sailed  upon  me  as  I, wrote  this  book. 


Affectionately, 


To  dear  Robert  and  Matilda  Pfeiffer, 

Who  will  see  in  this  book /the  perennial  fountain 
of  inspiration  that  Teacher  is  to  me. 


\y 


Affectionately, 


To  To  Jane  and  Giles  Phillips, 

To  whose  kind  eyes  I want  to  present  a word-portrait 
of  Teacher  as  I knew  her. 


Lovingly, 


To  Mr.  Elmer  H.  Bobst, 

I send  this  memorial  to  Teacher 
who  led  me  on  the  wa/y  to  the  joy  of  serving  others  . 

S incerely, 


T°  HoberJ/and  Matilda  Pfeiffer, 
vhose  w-rm  hearts  will  understand  the  loving  labor 
that  ent  into  this  story  of  Teacher's  vitalizing  friendship 

Devotedly, 


* 'S 


i-.hose  const? nt  care  of  Teacher  sweetened  my  sorrow 
when  she  no  longer  lived  in  the  light  she  loved. 

Devotedly, 


'ho  will  s e in  this  book 
memories  and  thoughts  of  Teacher 
that  keep  life  for  me  slwsys  sweet. 

Lovingly, 


and  Eddie  Clark, 


Who  will  see  in  this  book  a word-portrait 


of  Teacher  as  I knew  and  loved  her 


/ 


'j'q  r>r, Sayyid.ian 

I send  this  book,  sure  that  he  will  receive 
my  teacher's  story  with  discerning  sympathy. 


Sincerely* 


Dear  Ethel, 

How  sweet  you  were  to  send  Polly  and  me  those  exquisite,  fragrant,  cu  ly  '-hiy— 
santhemums  and  (what  other  plant?)  They  welcomed  us  on  our  return  from  the  Mayo 
Clinic,  and  I felt  in  them  your  loving  wishes  for  fresh  enjoyment  and  new  stores  or 
beauty  and  rest  that  re invigorates  us  for  life's  never  C3asin0  demands,  luon  oa_ 
he  rts  we  thank  you. 

With  our  love  ar.d  the  hope  of  seeing  you  soon,  I am, 


Affectionately  yours, 


From  Euripides's  "Helen." 


"Jove 


Detests  all  violence,  he  bids  us  use 
What  we  possess,  but  not  increase  our  stores 
rapine.  It  is  better  to  be  poor. 

Than  gain  unrighteous  wealth.  For  all  mankind 
Enjoy  these  common  blessings.  Air  and  Earth? 
Nor  ought  we  our  own  house  with  gold  to  fill. 
By  keeping  fraudfully  another's  right, 
or  seizing  it  by  violence." 


I send  this  book,  full  of  a heart 


that  cherishes  Teacher,  the  unquenchable  light  of  ny  life 


Affectionately, 


To  Dear  Brockie, 

Whose  sv;eet  sympathy  will  see  in  this  book 
Teacher's  work  of  love,  the  life  of  my  life. 

A f ectionately , 


To  dear  Van  Vyck  Br  oks. 

Whose  aorable  .elcome  of  this  book 
gives  me  a sweet  sense  of  the  friendship 
he  would  have  had  for  Teacher. 

Affectionately, 


Christmas,  1955* 


Oca  Ol, — v 

To  Muriel 

i th  affectionate  memories  of  her  de-:-r  f ther 
and  of  her  sv;et  friendship  for  Teacher. 


Lovin  _ ly , 


! 


I 


_he  Story  of  My  Life  Helen  Kello  g wants 


her 'V°r  there  are  fine  books,  iresh  streams  oi 
flow  into  the  deserts  of  life. 


/ 


for  the  libr  xy • 
inspiration 


\l-« 


To  Mr.  Mueller, 

ith  cordial  er  etings  to  one  whose  appreciation 
of  . me  Su  livan's  work  w rms  my  heart. 


Sincerely, 


To  Leonard  and  Helen  Pfeiffer 
I send  this  word-portrait  of  Teacher 

that  abides  in  ny  heart. 

7 Lovingly, 


A wish  for  the  Helen  Keller  Film. 

It  is  ny  earnest  wish  that  the  film  may  awaken  in  many  normal 
people  a quick  eye  and  a warm  heart  to  understand  the  handicapped  and 
enrich  their  lives  with  purposeful  activity. 


For  Christmas 


A Christmas  to  you  radiant  with  God's  Light,  in  which  all  good 
shall  be  fulfilled. 


Lovingly,, 


Christmas,  19 


\ 
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Marcus  Aurelius 


Thou  mayest  search,,  but  wilt  hardly  find  a man  made  wretched  through 
failing  to  read  another's  soulj  whereas  he  who  fails  to  ponder  the  mo- 
tions of  his-  own  must  needs  be  wretched. 


• ^ rr9v»  <*r#»  • - * _ 


Marcus  Aurelius 

As  physicians  have  ever  their  instruments  and  scalpels  at  hand 
to  deal  with  any  sudden  case,  sodo  thou  keep  the  principles  of  phi- 
losophy in  readiness  that  thou  mayest  distinguish  the  the  human  and 
the  Divine,  and  perform  every  action,  to  the  very  smallest,  as  one 
who  remembers  the  ties;  that  unite  the  two.  For  thou  canst  do 

naught  well  in  thy  dealings  with  man,  if  thou  make  not  reference  to 
the  things  of  God.  And  the  converse  of  this  maxim  is  equally  true. 


The  pitiful  fate  of  the  deaf  unhelped  is 
their  total  exile  from  life.  Only  active 
good-will  and  generous  giving  can  lead 
them  back  to  companionship,  work  and  the 
heart  of  humanity. 
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be  happy  with  you  in  the  rising  of  your  life' 


moans  can  lead 
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them  back  to  companionship,  work  and 
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Aurelius 


One  man  may 
be  philosophers. 


have  no  cloak;  another,  not  a book  in  the  world;  yet  both 

And  here  is  a third,  and  still  he  says  - “Bread  I have 
half 


none,  yet  I hold  fast  to  reason 1“ 


'“ITd  £zwj.U8omooa  j appa^ 


Marcus  Aurelius 

Let  thy  every  action,  word  and  thought  be  that  of  one  who  is  pre- 
pared at  any  moment  to  qiuit  this  life.  For,  if  God  exist,  to  depart 
from  the  fellowhip  of  man  has  no  terrors,  — for  the  Divine  Nature  is 
incapable  of  involving  thee  in  evil.  But  if  He  exist  not,  or,  existing, 
reck  not  of  Mankind  what  profits  it  to  linger  in  a godless,  soulless 
universe?  But  God  Is,  and  cares  for  us  and  ours.  For  He  has  pit  it 
wholly  in  Man' s power-  to  ensure  that  he  fall  not  into  aught  that  is 
evil  indeed;  and  if  in  the  rest  of  things  there  had  been  anything  of 

evil, this  too  would  have  been  foreseen  and  enabled  us  all  to  avoid. 

He 


Marcus  Aurelius 


There  is  no  more  wretched  creature-  than  the  man  who  is  ever 
revolving  in  a circle,  searching,  as  Pindar  says,  "the  things  of  the 
nether  realms;"  ever  striving  to  read  the  riddle  of  another's  soul, 
ever  too  blind  to  see  that  it  is  enough  to  observe  the  godhead  within 
him  and  devote  himself  loyally  to  its  service.  And  this  service 
is  to  preserve  it  untainted  by  passion  light-mindedness,  or  repinings 
at  the  works  of  God  or  man.  For  the  decisions  of  Heaven  virtue  bids 
us  reverence;  the  deeds  of  men  are  the  deeds  of  our  kin,  and  as  such 
we  must  love  them,  or,  at  times,  perchance,  pity,  in  that  they  know 
not  the  better  and  the  worse  — a blindness  blacker  than  that  which 
renders  darkness  and  light  alike  to  us. 


Aurelius 


Love  the  art  thou  hast  learned,  and  rest  therein  — and  complete 
thy  pilgrimage  through  life  as  one  who  has  whole-heartedly  entrusted 
all  things  to  Heaven  — one  who  would  not  be  a tyrant  over  his  fellow- 
man,  and  will  not  be  a slave. 


All  that  is  best  for  thee,  0 universe,  is  best  also  for  me.  No- 
thing, that  comes  in  thy  good  time,  to  me  comes  eairly  or  late.  To  me, 
0 nature,  all  that  thy  seasons  bear  is  fruit.  From  thee  come  all 
things,  in  thee  they  abide,  and  to  thee  they  return. 


The  poet  cries  ”0  City  of  Cecrops,  land  beloved;”  and  canst  thou  not  say 
”0  city  of  God,  0 land  of  love]* 


"Do  little  and  be  happy,”'  quoth  the  sage.  — But  is  it  not  better 
to  do  the  things  that  are  needful,  whatsoever  and  howsoever  the  laws 
of  our  being,  as  living  creatures  and  by  nature  members  of  one  commu- 
nity, prescribe?  For  this  resolve  brings  with  it  not  merely  the  happi- 
ness and  well-doing,  but  that  of  little-doing.  For  the  vast  majority 
of  our  deeds  and  words  are  aught  but  necessary.  Eliminate  these,  and 
how  much  toil  and  trouble  will  vanish  with  them l 
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This  Id  the  summer  of  194-0 — not  any  particular  nation's  summer, 
but  the  croBo- roads  at  which  the  world  stands.  Democracy  in  America 
and  everywhere  else  Is  in  trial  for  its  life. 

The  challenging  iscuo  is  not  which  president  or  -arty  or  class 
shall  direct  the  government,  but  upon  what  concept  of  life  and  free- 
dom we  want  America  to  advance. 

Founded  by  liberty- loving  men  and  women,  the  America  we  cherish 
was  bequeathed  to  us  as  a new  way  to  live — a way  based  not  on  Old 
world  restrictions  stifling  conscience,  Intellect  and  initiative, 
but  on  the  belief  that  God  has  created  all  men  equal  and  that  they 
can  develop  the  capacity  to  take  charge  of  their  own  lives  and  unite 
their  visions  and  service  for  their  mutual  advantage  in  a well-mndeni 
ordered  commonwealth. 

Democracy  Is  the  essence  of  this  America.  Democracy  is  not 
politics  or  economic  determinism  or  tolerance  of  minorities,  it  is 
a working  faith  in  brotherhood,  a steadfast  effort  to  use  all 
institutions  and  ideas  and  tools  as  a means  to  liberty,  health  and 
decent  livelihood  for  everyone.  There  are  many  ways  of  life,  but 
Democracy  is  living-- individual  and  or  anizod  living  built  up  by 
freedom  to  think,  to  investigate,  to  speak  our  own  views  and  share 
res  onsibility  in  shaping  the  affairs  of  the  state  and  the  n tlon. 

Democracy  is  an  inclusive  and  humane  totality  of  free  crsons, 
abilities  and  hearts,  utterly  op  osed  to  the  soul-killing  machine 
of  totalitarianism.  It  is  a daring  experiment  in  faith,  Intelligence 
and  peace,  a brilliant  adventure  in  self-discipline  and  cltizensh.1 
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AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 
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HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 

Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 
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Chapter  Three  Hundred  Sixty-Seven 

"WHEN  HELEN  HELLER  CAME  TO  KFAR  URIEL" 


Broadcast 

Sunday,  December  21,  1952 


Presented  by 

The  National  Broadcasting  Company,  Inc. 

as  a public  service  and  prepared  under  the  auspices  of 

The  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  of  America 
3080  Broadway,  New  York 


Copyright  1952,  The  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  of  America 


This  it  -oolloott  kin,-.*  The  Town  Crier  sabaitis  this  bro-  daett  as  i-  asaori;-  1 
tervioe  — a memorial  to  jivi  of  the  ^re^t  women  of  our  time  ...  or  igr  time.  I 
count  It  one  of  tlie  priceless  /rivile-  e*  of  ay  ~ife  tb  t I knew  :.er.  I r.,«*k  of 
•er  tonight  beeeue*  this  i»  the  eve  of  aa  cnnivorw.ry.  It  .t. a fifty  yeare  » o 
tosorro*  tin  t tula  eomea  begun  er  master  -iece  — fifty  year*  ago  that  she  at  rt- 
eci  a work  ..nich  :.m  ionc.  been  recogni  ed  the  world  arouru:  a ,.ne  of  the  tn.rteu- 

ing  triumphs  of  toe  human  spirit  — fifty  e;.re  *4.0  tomorrow  that  «..«  entered  * 
pertaersnlp  of  x.doh  the  net  result  -ae  * be-  con  Ut.  t still  i-hinae  ac  -.;::  , t tr.rm 
the  darkest  stora-cloude . That  unfiillnt  light  has  put  he;  rt  into  'sorts  disconso- 
late >eopi»  than  c;.n  over  be  numbered.  I shall  nave  f lied  in  sy  o n job  tonight 
I shell  have  told  the  etoiy  b&dly  — if  when  you  now  ..tir  it  ,>noe  a^-in  you  aon*t 
feel  disposed,  like  Saint  Paul,  to  th;.ok.  hod  ana  take  courage. 

Fifty  years  ago  tomorrow l But  beak  of  that,  there  ere  a doses  tints  at  »tioh 
one  couia  start  this  story.  Such  a point  as  the  dry  on  which  t*n  unkeapt  end 
desperate  little  severe  turned  Annie  Suiiiv.  n wee  deposited  on  the  doorsteo  of  the 
Perkins  Institution  in  Boston.  Sue  had  been  shipped  taere  froa  the  Tewkab  ;ry 
i iashouse,  a uuat-bln  or  human  refuse  ana  U.e  only  hose  she  .new.  The  iulliv  ne 
oer  shanty  Irish  — shiftless,  illiterate.  The  .:oth«r,  fickly  crl  ie.  The 
fi, tier,  * drunk,  fihen  pretty,  hapless  -ire.  buiiivan  joined  T.ost  o:  -er  t biea 
in  the  graveyard  ad  the  father  wandered  off,  their  two  surviving  -ids  were  left 
on  the  town.  Jiaagr,  crippled  oy,  who  «x*  died  in  tho  alsahouse.  And  # aide, 
hie  frantic  little  sitter  who  ro  a early  loved  dim  — ,nnie  Bui  -iv  a,  ho  aa 
net.rly  -line.  That  Tewksbury'  ’.lmmhouset  b-u>ere,  eupere:uuiet«u  treat.  - -re, 
idiots,  crip  let,  lunatics,  «ea  -tai  women  -ca-  red  is)  twisted  in  oody  or  wind* 
all  swept  uacier  the  rug.  Thtt  was  then  the  cue  tom  of  the  country.  Soci  ty  a;.ked 
only  that  the  llkec  of  the*  be  kept  out  of  si^ht.  Onto  t.\.-t  juok-.'ieep  *c.~  t:»t  ed 
Annie  Sullivtn.  Ana  that  would  ;.tve  u«  en  the  eni.  of  ilia  story  **ce  >t  for  >ne 
thing.  You  see,  Annie  had  the  gumption  of  4.  ll-t,.- h-out. 
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TShen  Helen  Keller  'boards  the  S.  S.  Asama  Maru 
at  San  Francisco  on  April  1st,  she  embarks  on  a tour  of  Japan,  Korea  and  Manchukuo, 
which  will  last  until  the  end  of  June.  She  visits  Japan  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Orient’s  two  outstanding  newspapers.  The  Tokyo  Asahi  and  The  Osaka  Asalii  and  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Education  and  of  Home  Affairs. 

Her  Japanese  hosts,  which  include  the  distinguished  statesman  and  aristocrat, 
the  Prince  Iyesato  Tokugawa,  intend  Miss  Keller’s  presence  to  act  as  a stimulus  to  the 
work  done  for  the  blind  and  the  deaf  in  the  Far  East,  They  expect  that  their  fellow 
countrymen  who  are  handicapped  by  lack  of  sight  or  by  lack  of  hearing  would  take  new 
hope  and  make  fresh  efforts  for  their  own  self-improvement,  when  they  have  in  their 
midst  Miss  Keller,  who  has  so  successfully  triumphed  over  both  blindness  and  deafness. 

Mis  s Keller  is  the  counsellor  on  International  Belations  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind,  15  West  16th  Street,  Hew  York  City,  and  takes  with  her  the 
famous  Talking  Book  which  the  Foundation  has  devised  for  sightless  "readers,]1  It  will 
be  the  first  time  in  history  that  the  Talking  Book  has  ever  spoken  to  the  blind  in  the 
Japanese  language.  The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  has  prepared  a special  record 
in  Japanese  by  which  the  Talking  Book  will  tell  the  people  of  Japan  just  what  it  is, 
how  it  works  and  what  it  will  mean  to  the  sightless  citizens  of  Nipon,  It  also  carries 
to  them,  the  personal  greeting  of  Mr.  M.  C.  iligel, the  President  of  the  American 


Foundation  for  the  Blind. 


In  Japan,  Korea  and  Manchulcuo,  Miss  Keller  will  visit  the  following  cities: 

Tokyo,  Osaka,  Kyoto , Uagoya,  Sendai,  Kobe,  Okayama  and  Hiroshima  on  the  East  Coast; 
Hakodate,  Odaru  and  Sapporo  in  Hokkaido  Island;  and  Fakuoka,  ITagasaki,  and  Kumanoto  in 
Kyushu  Island.  In  Korea  she  will  address  gatherings  at  Fuzan,  Keijo  and  Heijo,  and  in 
Manchukuo  at  Dairen,  Itukden,  and  Shinkyo, 

When  told  of  the  territory  her  trip  would  cover,  Miss  Keller  expressed  keen 
delight. She  said:  "The  trip  to  Japan  will  he  an  event  of  thrilling  significance  to  me. 

It  means  the  fulfilment  of  a childhood  drean  — visiting  Hipon  in  its  spring  glory  of 
cherry  blossoms,  touching  its  temples  and  works  of  art.  How,  to  my  delight,  the  most 
interesting  places  are  included  in  ny  itinerary.  But  what  especially  pleases  me  is 
tii at  the  Japanese  have  given  me  an  opportunity  to  carry  a message  of  encouragement  to 
their  blind.  I know  that  when  the  handicapped  of  Japan  once  realize  what  they  can  do, 
they  will  go  from  strength  to  strength  until  they  have  quickened  the  afflicted  through- 
out the  Orient  with  faith  and  the  will  to  turn  their  limitations  into  courage  and 
achievement. 11 

In  all  centers  where  associations  for  the  blind  exist  she  will  investigate  their 
methods  of  hone,  school,  and  vocational  training  and  where  needed,  give  constructive 
suggestions  from  her  own  experience.  She  will  be  accompanied  throughout  this  official 
visit  by  the  Rev,  T.  Komuro,  the  minister  of  the  Japanese  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Hew  York  City,  as  well  as  by  Miss  Polly  Thomson,  who  has  been  her  secretary  and  compan- 
ion for  over  twenty  years. 

The  Prince  Tolcugawa,  who  will  act  as  Chairman  of  the  Roception  Committee,  comes 
of  a long  and  distinguished  line  of  the  Samurai  and  is  known  in  the  United  States  as 
the  chief  Japanese  delegate  to  the  Washington  conference  in  1921,  For  thirty  years  he 
was  president  of  the  Japanese  House  of  Peers.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Japanese  Red 
Cross,  and  the  Pan  Pacific  Society  and  the  Japan-Amer i can  Society. 
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HELEN  KELLER  AND  OUR  BOUNDED  SOLDIERS 


^ 'v  M; 


J.\X‘  ^ 


By  U.  C.  Migel,  Pres., 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 


o. 


cJ  ^ 


"One  patient,  who  has  lost  both  legs,  summed  it  up  some- 
what as  follows  — 'I  thought  I was  disabled  and  handi- 
capped, until  I met  Miss  Keller.  Now  I know  that  my 
handicap  can  be  overcome.'  This  was  the  universal  opin- 
ion of  all  the  patients."  Gen.  Jes.  A.  Bethea, 

McCloskey  Hospital,  Temple,  Texas. 
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When  Helen  Keller  adviscd-with  us  at  the  American  Foundation  for  the  dlinu 


the  practicability  of  undertaking  a visit  to  the  various  U.  S.  Government  Hospit  Is 
throughout  the  country,  she  informed  us  that  she  wished  to  talk  to  our  wounded  and 
stricken  boys  returned  from  the  Front;  that  she  desired  to  address  not  alone  those 
who  had  been  blinded  and  deafened,  but  as  many  as  possible  of  all  our  wounded 
soldiers,  sailors  and  Marines. 


"I  wish,"  said  Helen  Keller,  "to  'see'  these  boys  face  to  face  — to  talk  to  them; 
I foil  t v°rv  special  quality  of  ministering  } ov*?  that  c«m*9t  fail  to  carry  light 
nto  seemingly  hopeless  lives.  Something  « thin  t-  11s  me  that  although  thoy  have 
been  broken  in  spirit  and  physic-1  y handle  ppe  , I can  moire  then  to  rtso  aoavxr 
their  wounds  -'  id  nandicsp  . T i.ey  *1  see  olxnd  and  deaf  — and  far  many 
years  ute  — as  a living  ex.vsple  of  ..ow  it  a . ossible  to  rise  practically  above 
tv  -ry  human  disadvantage." 

"I  am  certan,"  she  continued,  "that  by  example,  I Can.  inspire  them  with  hope, 
awaken  n them  feelings  and  emotions  that  ..ILl  hasten  their  recovery,  endow  them 
with  courage,  and  convey  to  t.  e;  the  Knowledge  that  this  world  ..^los  a -Lace  for 
them  in  which  each  or  them  i.8  cert  in  to  fit  in,  in  spite  of  any  and  all  handicaps. 
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John  Milton  Society- 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  10,  N.  Y. 


Tuesday,  January  27,  1948 
FOE  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 


From: 

Frank  S.  Mead 
11  W.  42  St. 

New  York  18,  N.Y. 
WIs.  7-5978 


HELEN  KELLER  TO  TOUR  ORIENT 


Dr.  Milton  T.  Stauffer,  General  Secretary  of  the  John  Milton  Society  for 
the  Blind  announced  today  at  a luncheon  of  the  Society  at  Marble  Collegiate  Church 
that  Miss  Helen  Keller,  President  of  the  Society  and  guest  speaker  at  the  luncheon, 
is  to  .leave  by  plane  on  March  26th  for  an  extended  visit  to  the  blind  of  the  Orient 
and  Near  East.  Accompanied  by  her  secretary-companion.  Miss  Polly  Thompson,  Miss 
Keller  will  visit  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Japan,  Korea,  China,  Burma,  Siam,  India, 
Egypt,  Iran,  Lebanon,  Palestine  and  Syria.  Dr.  end  Mrs.  Stauffer  will  meet  Miss 
Keller  in  Japan  where  they  will  visit  eleven  cities  under  the  direction  of  a Na- 
tional Committee  of  Sponsors  made  up  of  the  highest  officials  and  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  the  Empire. 

Interviewed  after  the  luncheon.  Dr.  Stauffer  said  that  Miss  Keller,  now 
67  years  of  age,  was  quite  aware  of  the  hazards  end  hardships  of  3uch  a trip.  "But 
she  sees  no  reason  why  she  should  not  put  up  with  a few  hardships  involved  in  order 
to  accomplish  the  end  she  has  in  view,"  he  said.  "She  looks  upon  this  as  the 
crowning  effort  of  her  lifetime  of  service  to  the  blind;  she  has  dreamed  of  it  for 
years;  she  feels  that  she  is  being  driven  by  a force  and  a Voice  which  she  cannot 
deny,  and  she  is  willing  to  face  anything  in  order  to  share  her  great  spiritual 
life  with  the  world  brotherhood  of  the  blind.  She  thinks  of  it  as  a divine  call. 

"She  has  been  granted  a leave  of  absence  by  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  with  which  she  has  been  actively  associated  for  many  years.  On  the  tour 
we  will  crusade  for  better  treatment  for  the  blind,  who  in  many  countries  have  fall- 
en into  a pitiful  condition  of  beggary,  neglect,  prejudice  and  even  prostitution. 

The  party  will  appear  and  speak  at  public  mass  meetings;  there  will  be  interviews 
with  government  officials,  national  workers  among  the  blind,  religious  groups  and 
prominent  individuals.  Special  efforts  will  be  made  to  influence  governmental 
bodies  in  the  direction  of  better  treatment  for  the  blind." 

John  Milton  Society  for  the  Blind,  under  whose  auspices  the  tour  is  being 
conducted,  is  an  interdenominational,  non  sectarian  society,  established  in  1928 
in  response  to  the  urgent  appeal  of  Miss  Keller  and  her  fellow  blind  to  provide  cur- 
rent, Christian  literature  in  Braille  to  the  blind  of  the  United  States  and  through- 
out the  world. 

Dr.  Stauffer  has  served  for  six  years  as  Survey  Secretary  of  the  National 
Christian  Council  of  China,  and  as  Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  of 
N.A.;  he  is  the  author  of  several  books.  Mrs.  Stauffer  is  also  well  acquainted 
with  the  Orient;  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  she  was  head  of  the  Nursing  School 
in  the  largest  woman' b hospital  in  China,  at  Shanghai.  Miss  Thompson,  who  succeeded 
the  late  Mrs.  Macy  as  Mies  Keller's  companion,  has  been  with  the  Ksller  family  for 
32  years. 
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Speaking  at  the  luncheon,  Mies  Keller  said: 

"This  is  a blessed  moment  as  I foregather  with  you  at  the  beginning  of 
the  greatest  venture  of  my  life. 

"Humbly  I rejoice  that  the  Lord  has  accepted  whatever  abilities  I have 
for  the  liberation  of  the  blind  of  the  world  from  ignorance,  beggary  and  prejudice. 
It  is  because  I want  to  share  with  them  my  own  blessings  that  Polly,  my  like-minded 
co-worker  and  I go  forth  on  our  mission  under  your  aegis. 

"I  have  only  the  spoken  word  — and  imperfectly  spoken  at  that,  — but 
if  God  accepted  Abel's  wee  lamb,  Moses'  staff,  the  widow's  cruse  of  oil  and  Dorcaa' 
needle  for  the  good  of  mankind,  I know  He  will  find  a new  use  for  my  broken  speech. 
And  what  a wonderful  use  --  to  reach  the  fourteen  million  blind  still  waiting  in 
Egyptian  darkness  for  a friend! 

"With  fervent  thankfulness  I appreciate  the  warm-hearted  manner  in  which 
the  John  Milton  Society  is  inaugurating  a program  of  services  to  the  blind  of  the 
Orient  and  the  Near  East,  not  only  to  dispel  the  spiritual  fogs  that  surround  them 
but  also  to  quicken  their  intellects  and  develop  their  capacities  of  service  to 
society.  That  will  be  the  field  where  I can  do  my  best  work,  while  Dr.  Stauffer 
and  others  do  all  they  can  to  evangelize  the  blind  and  provide  for  their  Christian 
nurture . 


"I  am  not  a teacher  or  a preacher,  I am  just  a happy  witness  to  the  Light 
that  God  sheds  upon  handicapped  human  beings  throughout  the  earth.  So  with  Dorcas' 
needle  I reach  out  to  the  cold  blackness  that  envelops  myriads  of  human  lives,  and 
if  I only  follow  the  thread  of  Divine  Love  to  fulf illment,  nothing  else  matters. 

"From  my  heart  I wish  you  and  the  Society  a happy  outcome  of  your  labors 
that  shall  include  the  blind  of  earth  among  the  multitude  who  go  unto  the  House  of 
God,  their  exceeding  Joy." 
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=THE  GREATER = 
HARTFORD  COUNCIL  for 

UNESCO 

Hon.  Chairman: 

Former  Chief  Justice  William  M.  Maltbie 
Chairman:  Mr.  Charles  C.  Cunningham 
Director:  Sir  Alfred  Zimmern 

CHAIRMAN  OF  U.  N.  DAY  COMMITTEE 

MR.  GOODWIN  B.  BEACH 

United  Nations  Day  will  be  observed  in  Hartford  on 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  27,  1950 

when  there  will  be  a Meeting 

OPEN  TO  ALL 

in  the 

BUSHNELL  MEMORIAL  HALL 

at  8 P.  M. 

Guest  Speakers: 

MISS  HELEN  KELLER 
AMBASSADOR  ERNEST  A.  GROSS 
THE  HON.  PAUL  MARTIN 
DR.  STEFAN  OSUSKY 

MUSICAL  PROGRAM 

The  music  for  the  meeting  has  been  prepared  by  CLARENCE  WATTERS.  Many 
choirs  and  choruses  will  cooperate  in  whole  or  in  part  and  over  fifty  members 
of  the  Hartford  Symphony  Orchestra  will  also  participate.  The  music  will 
include  two  choruses  with  orchestral  accompaniment  and  two  short  organ 
concertos.  ovsr 


MISS  HELEN  KELLER  has  been  a world-renowned  figure  ever  since, 
(hanks  lo  her  own  indomitable  will  and  faith  and  the  skill  of  her  teacher,  Miss 
Ann  Sullivan,  she  succeeded  in  emerging  from  the  inner  prison-house  and 
sharing  the  life  of  those  who  have  the  full  use  of  their  five  senses.  Herself  a 
source  of  inspiration  to  all  who  come  within  the  range  of  her  radiant  per 
sonality,  she  has  written  numerous  books,  including  the  story  of  her  own  life, 
and  travelled  widely  in  the  Old  World  as  well  as  in  the  New,  numbering 
countless  admirers  in  all  parts  of  the  globe.  She  takes  a deep  interest  in  the 
United  Nations,  and  particularly  in  UNESCO,  the  headquarters  of  which  in 
Paris  she  recently  visited.  She  is  a resident  of  Connecticut,  her. home  being 
near  Westport.  She  will  be  accompanied  by  her  devoted  secretary  Miss 
Polly  Thomson. 

Ambassador  ERNEST  A.  GROSS  is  Deputy  to  Senator  Warren  Austin,  the 
Representative  of  the  United  States  on  the  United  Nations  Security  Council. 
In  that  capacity  he  was  found  ready  for  the  call  of  duty  in  the  early  hours  of 
Sunday,  June  25,  last,  when  the  news  of  the  North  Korean  aggression 
reached  this  country.  It  was  thanks  largely  to  his  skill  and  determination  that 
the  Security  Council  met  on  the  very  same  day  and  took  the  action  which  has 
done  so  much  to  revivify  the  United  Nations.  Before  being  appointed  to  his 
present  position,  Ambassador  Gross  was  the  Legal  Advisor  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  and  is  one  the  the  foremost  authorities  on  the  United  Nations 
Charter. 

THE  HON.  PAUL  MARTIN,  who  is  of  French  Canadian  parentage,  was 
born  in  Ontario  in  1930  and  graduated  at  the  University  of  Toronto.  Having 
made  his  home  at  Windsor,  he  was  elected  to  the  Canadian  House  of  Com- 
mons in  1935  as  one  of  the  members  from  Western  Ontario.  In  1945  he  became 
Secretary  of  State  and  in  1947  Minister  of  National  Health  and  Welfare, 
the  position  which  he  still  holds.  He  is  a leading  Canadian  authority  on  in- 
ternational affairs  and  represented  his  country  in  the  United  Nations  General 
Assembly,  in  the  U.N.  Economic  and  Social  Council,  in  the  League  of  Nations 
Assembly  and  in  the  Conference  and  the  Executive  Board  of  the  International 
Labor  Organization.  Known  as  an  eloquent  and  forceful  speaker  both  in 
English  and  French,  Mr.  Martin  combines  the  mature  wisdom  of  the  statesman 
with  the  fire  and  vitality  of  youth. 

DR.  STEFAN  OSUSKY  is  the  lastsurviving  member,  as  he  was  also  the  young- 
est, of  the  inner  group  of  close  associates  enlisted  by  President  Thomas  G. 
Masaryk  during  World  War  I in  the  struggle  for  the  liberation  of  Czechos- 
lovakia. Born  in  Slovakia,  he  came  to  this  country  in  his  boyhood  and  gradua- 
ted at  the  University  of  Chicago.  In  1919  he  become  Czechoslovak  Minister 
in  London  and  was  soon  afterwards  transferred  to  a more  central  observa- 
tion post  in  Paris,  where  he  remained,  first  as  Minister,  then  as  Ambassador, 
throughout  the  inter-war  years,  maintaining  his  position  unflinchingly  during 
the  period  of  intimidation  between  Munich  and  the  German  occupation  of 
Paris  in  1940.  After  having  supervised  the  evacuation  of  the  Czechoslovak 
forces  then  in  France,  he  made  his  way  to  London  where  he  become  a member 
of  the  Czechoslovak  Refugee  government.  He  came  to  this  country  in  1945 
and  now  holds  a position  at  Colgate  University,  N.  Y.  Few  men  are  more 
closely  acquainted  with  the  working  of  international  institutions.  He  repre- 
sented his  country  year  by  year  in  the  League  of  Nations  Assembly  and  was 
one  of  the  most  familiar  and  respected  figures  in  Geneva,  being  a member  of 
the  League  Budget  Committee  and  for  a number  of  years  its  Chairman. 
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gentlemen,  our  greatest  strength  here  in  America  lies  in  these  spiritual 
values,  not  in  the  bombs,  not  in  our  great  production,  not  in  what  is 
so  often  called  our  marvelous  way  of  life.  I would  rather  think  that 
our  strength  lies  in  the  things  of  the  spirit.  They  always  win  out  in 
the  end.  It  never  was  otherwise  in  the  whole  history  of  the  world,  and 
so  I say  to  you  in  this  Institute,  which  is  so  interested  in  these  things, 
ponder  on  our  heritage. 

Thank  you.  (applause) 

President  Bullock:  Good  will  and  tolerance  and  the  Golden  Rule 
equals  Judge  Medina,  (applause) 


Citation  to  Polly  Thomson 


There  are  two  ladies  at  this  table.  It  is  my  privilege  to  tell  you  some- 
thing about  each  of  them. 

Helen  Keller  had  an  illness  when  she  was  nineteen  months  old  that 
left  her  deaf  and  blind.  When  she  was  six  years  old  her  parents  in  Ala- 
bama interested  Alexander  Graham  Bell  in  her  case  and  he  arranged 
that  Anne  Sullivan,  a girl  of  twenty,  come  to  her  from  Perkins  Institu- 
tion in  Boston  and  be  her  teacher.  With  inexhaustible  patience  Anne 
Sullivan  taught  her  to  read  and  write.  Then,  at  ten,  because  she  made 
up  her  mind  to  do  so,  Helen  Keller  learned  to  speak. 

Miss  Sullivan,  whose  married  name  was  Mrs.  John  A.  Macy,  was  her 
constant  companion  until  Mrs.  Macy’s  death.  But  so  was  someone  else. 
Miss  Polly  Thomson  has  been  a member  of  the  Keller  family  since 
1914.  From  the  beginning  she  made  herself  indispensable  to  both  Miss 
Keller  and  Mrs.  Macy.  Since  Mrs.  Macy’s  death  in  1936  Miss  Thomson 
has  done  her  utmost  to  take  over  her  duties.  She  has  succeeded  so  well 
that,  even  though  Miss  Keller  is  the  only  lady  to  receive  a Medal  to- 
night and  to  make  a speech  to  us,  nevertheless  your  Medals  Committee 
insisted  that  Miss  Thomson  be  given  a citation.  I now  have  the  privilege 
of  reading  that  citation: 

“Polly  Thomson  (applause),  The  National  Institute  of  Social  Sci- 
ences commends  you  for  long  and  devoted  service  to  one  of  the  great 
women  of  this  century.  Your  patience  and  understanding  and  invalu- 
able helpfulness  in  this,  your  life  work,  have  directly  aided  untold 
thousands  of  handicapped  throughout  the  world.  You  have  truly  served 
mankind.”  (applause) 


The  Medal  to  Helen  Keller 


Even  as  a little  girl  Helen  Keller  used  to  say,  "Some  day  I shall  go 
to  College.”  She  graduated  Cum  Laude  from  Radcliffe  in  1904  and 
since  that  time  has  had  more  than  her  share  of  academic  honors. 
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She  has  written  beautifully  for  fifty  years;  she  has  lectured  con- 
stantly; she  has  traveled  tirelessly — from  one  end  of  the  world  to  the 
other.  And  why  does  she  do  all  this?  To  help  the  14  million  blind  of 
the  world,  whether  they  are  in  American  military  hospitals  or  in  the 
slums  of  Asia.  She  says,  “The  welfare  of  the  blind  of  the  world  is  my 
chief  concern.” 

But  she  has  helped  more  than  the  blind.  She  has  helped  you  and  me. 
She  is  a supreme  example  of  what  courage  and  determination  can  ac- 
complish. She  faced  a world  of  darkness  and  silence.  She  refused  to 
accept  it.  Her  world  has  sunlight  and  music  and  poetry  in  it.  Her  spirit 
is  a shining  beacon  to  every  man  and  woman  who  lives.  Wonderful 
Helen  Keller,  (rising  ovation) 

It  is  my  privilege  to  confer  upon  you  in  the  name  of  The  National 
Institute  of  Social  Sciences  this  Gold  Medal  for  service  under  the 
following  citation: 

“In  recognition  of  distinguished  services  to  humanity.  For  half  a 
century  you  have  been  an  inspiration  to  men  and  women  everywhere. 
You  have  proved  to  the  unfortunate  that  handicaps  can  be  overcome. 
You  have  reminded  the  fortunate  that  talents  are  for  helping  others. 
Your  life  has  been  characterized  by  unbelievable  courage,  wonderful 
optimism  and  devoted  service  to  mankind.”  (applause) 


Acceptance  by  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  Bullock,  Members  and  Friends,  most  of  all  I want  to  thank  you 
for  the  beautiful  and  all  undeserved  tribute  you  have  paid  me  this 
evening.  I feel  that  I have  just  been  a pioneer  in  rehabilitation.  I have 
witnessed  thousands  of  cases  of  rehabilitation  and  have  met  many  many 
who  overcame  difficulties  far  greater  than  any  I have  ever  known.  Such 
were  the  ex-service  men  in  the  hospitals,  in  the  Army  and  Navy, 
plunged  suddenly  into  darkness,  deprived  of  the  use  of  limbs,  yet  they 
live  to  demonstrate  the  greatness  of  the  spirit  of  man  that  we  do  not 
yet  fathom.  I am  very  proud  of  being  a part  of  such  a great  enterprise 
and  your  kind  words  have  given  me  courage  to  continue. 

It  is  truly  wonderful  for  me  to  receive  an  award  from  the  National 
Institute  of  Social  Sciences,  and  deeply  I thank  you.  It  is  part  of  the 
warm-hearted  appreciation  which  favors  me  in  my  endeavors.  I cannot 
help  thinking  that  this  award  has  been  conferred  upon  me  not  only 
for  my  own  sake  but  rather  because  of  your  interest  in  those  whose 
limitations  I share. 

Your  Institute  means  so  much  to  me  in  spreading  the  light  of  under- 
standing concerning  human  beings  thwarted  by  circumstances  that  I 
am  moved  to  say  a word  to  you  about  the  blind  and  the  deaf.  Fervently 
I believe  that  the  handicapped  are  normal  people  halted  before  a dis- 
ability, and  I rejoice  to  note  how  their  progress  shows  that  the  first 
step  towards  their  rehabilitation  is  a friend  who  understands  them. 
What  a beautiful,  stimulating  light  friendship  is,  and  how  it  repays 
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the  efforts  to  kindle  its  beams!  Wherever  it  shines,  it  reveals  new  possi- 
bilities of  development  in  those  deprived  of  sight  or  hearing.  Quickened 
by  its  rays  we  perceive  that  they  differ  from  others  only  in  degree. 
They  need  the  same  kind  and  spirit  of  education  that  is  the  right  of 
every  human  being,  but  they  require  a friend  to  grasp  the  obstacles 
that  block  their  path  to  knowledge  and  usefulness. 

The  trouble  is,  the  seeing  and  the  hearing  think  of  a handicap  as 
part  of  one’s  personality,  and  therefore  they  conclude  that  the  blind 
and  the  deaf  are  incapacitated  from  service  to  society.  They  do  not 
look  beyond  the  handicap  to  the  living  individual  within.  Out  of  the 
fulness  of  my  own  experience  I know  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
blind  are  healthy-minded  and  physically  able  to  work. 

That  is  why  special  research  by  institutes  like  yours  is  precious  in 
the  resurrection  of  personalities  buried  beneath  blindness  or  deafness. 
The  more  truths  science  discovers  about  their  rich  potencies  and  abili- 
ties, the  more  the  public  will  give  them  a chance  to  win  their  accep- 
tance as  individuals,  as  citizens  and  as  fellowmen  happily  integrated 
into  the  social  whole.  Yes,  friends,  I look  forward  to  far-reaching 
knowledge  gathered  by  science  that  shall  increase  the  wisdom  from  the 
heart  which  teaches  all  groups  of  the  handicapped  to  unfold  their  re- 
sources of  will-power,  faith  and  light  through  work.  Thank  you. 
(rising  ovation) 

President  Bullock:  Thank  you,  Dr.  Keller.  Your  will-power  and 
faith  and  work  will  be  an  inspiration  to  us  as  long  as  we  live. 


The  Medal  to  John  Jay  McCloy 

The  last  time  I sat  at  a table  with  Mr.  McCloy  was  five  years  ago. 
He  was  lunching  with  me  downtown.  I asked  him  whether  he  was  going 
to  accept  the  Presidency  of  the  World  Bank;  I shall  never  forget  his 
answer.  He  said,  "Anybody  who  has  seen  the  wreckage  of  the  world  as 
I have  seen  it,  couldn’t  refuse.” 

That  is  typical  of  him.  It  is  the  reason  he  later  accepted  the  tre- 
mendously difficult  German  assignment.  For  he  is  a public  servant  of 
rare  ability,  who  has  never  refused  to  employ  that  ability  to  help  his 
fellowmen. 

An  Amherst  graduate,  Cum  Laude,  in  1916;  Captain  in  the  77  Field 
Artillery  in  the  A.E.F.;  Harvard  Law,  1921;  even  when  he  was  a 
busy  member  of  famous  law  firms  he  found  time  for  important  wel- 
fare activities.  (But  he  doesn’t  show  much  charity  when  he  is  on  a 
tennis  court.  I believe  today  he  could  beat  in  straight  sets  anyone  sit- 
ting in  this  room.)  (laughter) 

He  was  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  throughout  World  War  II;  Presi- 
dent of  the  World  Bank,  1947-49;  U.  S.  High  Commissioner  for 
Germany,  1949-52. 

During  those  three  years  in  Germany — following  General  Clay’s  able 
military  occupation- — Mr.  McCloy  did  more  than  any  one  man  to 


VOL.  I MAY  1952 


PRIZE  WINNER 


N i RODUCI  NG  ENLIGHTENER. 


PRIZE  WINNER  NAMED 

Without  much  fuss  or  fanfare,  we  introduce  to  the 
personnel  and  trustees  of  AFB  and  AFOB  this  brand 
new  journal.  For  many  years,  as  the  agencies  grew 
and  became  more  complex,  there  has  been  a need  felt 
among  us  for  improved  in- 
teranal  communication. 

Veterans  among  us, as  well 
as  newcomers,  have  clam- 
ored for  information  

information  about  poli- 
cies and  programs  but 
also  every  day  news  that 
will  make  us  better  ac- 
quainted. When  the  deci- 
sion was  reached  at  a-  re- 
cent staff  meeting  that 
a house  organ  would  meet 
this  need,  a basic  phil- 
osophy was  established 
quite  clearly.  This  phil- 
osophy is  that  the  AFB- 
AFOB  family  newspaper 
would  be  prepared  by  per- 
sonnel for  personnel.  Two 
Committees  were  named  to 
start  the  ball  rolling, 
and  this  first  issue  is 
the  work  of  a small  num- 
ber of  us  who  gathered 
and  edited  the  news  in 
spare  moments  and  after 
hours.  The  Committees 
are  glad  to  have  done 
this  work,  but  in  the 
future  how  good  the  prod- 
uct remains  from  month  to 
month  will  depend  upon 
all  of  us.  If  you  like 
THE  ENLIGHTENER  say  so 
and  contribute  to  it.  If 
you  do  not  like  it  say  so 
and  contribute  the  type 
of  content  you  think  all 
of  us  would  like  and  need 
the  most. 


As  most  of  you  know, 
the  staff  voted  to  find 
a name  for  this  new  ven- 
ture in  journalism  by 
running  a contest,  in 
which  any  employee  of  AFB 
and  AFOB  might  enter. 
Thirty  entrees  were  re- 
ceived, and  the  Judges' 
task  vas  not  easy.  After 
eliminating  a few  which 
did  not  meet  contest  rul- 
es as  to  length  and  mean- 
ing, the  Judges  selected 
the  name  which  appears  on 
this  first  issue  — THE 
ENLIGHTENER.  To  Miss 
Marta  Sobieski  who  sub- 
mitted the  name,  goes  the 
prize  of  a $25.00  United 
States  Savings  Bond  and 
our  congratulations!  To 
enlighten,  the  dictionary 
says,  is  to  inform  and  to 
give  insight  into . The 
name,  therefore,  becomes 
our  slogan  and  to  that 
objective  we  dedicate  this 
organ. 
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R.  F.  B. 

sponsors 

MRG  N I F I E R. 

On  April  8,  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  AFB 
unanimously  approved  pro- 
duction of  the  most  pow- 
erful visual  aid  ever  de- 
vised for  blind  people 
with  residual  sight.  The 
projection  magnifier  shovs 
texts  of  books  or  other 
opaque  material  on  8 by 
10  screen  with  letters 
of  a phone  book  appearing 
2 inches  high.  It  is 
the  first  effective  visu- 
al aid  for  those  whose 
central  sight  is  gone  and 
for  those  with  spasmodic 
eye  jerks.  People  who 
can  barely  count  fingers 
at  6 inches  often  can 
read  with  it. 

Production  is  expected 
in  August  at  $215.00  to 
$225.00  for  each  magnif- 
ier. • Preliminary  model 
is  on  display  during 
lunch  hours  at  11  West 
16th  Street,  second  floor. 


On  Easter 


Miss  Helen  Keller  and 


Sunday,  April  13_, 

her  companion,  Miss  Polly  Thomson , flew  from  New  York 
International  Airport  to  Cairo,  Egypt,  on  the  first 
leg  of  a three  months'  tour  of  the  Near  East  under 
the  auspices  of  AFOB.  Miss  Keller  will  visit  schools 
workshops,  and  institutions  for  the  blind  in  Egypt, 
Lebanon,  Syria,  Hashemite  Jordan,  and  Israel.  She  will 
also  address  students  and  faculties  at  several  uni- 
versities enroute  as  well  meetings 

(Cont'd  on  Page  5) 


"While  they  were  saying 
among  themselves 
'It  cannot  he  done 5 
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Garden  view  of  "Ivy  Green",  with  the  "Annex”  in  Lookhfl  over  the  museum  room,  where 

the  background.  Annex",  where  Helen  Keller  was  born.  Interior  of  the  tiny  cottage.  a veath  of  material  on  Miss  Keller's  Photographs  of  high  moments  in  Helen  Keller's  life. 

life  is  permanently  preserved. 


Official  Vi*  it  By 

Atite  J4elen  Keller 

T)o  “3vy  Qreen 

Ouicumbia,  c4la.  yllay  7 \ 1954 


SONG — “Star  Spangled  Banner’'  - - - JOHN  B.  HAMPTON 
Accompanist:  Mrs.  Lucien  Hamlet 

INVOCATION REV.  BRUCE  WIDEMAAN 

Minister  First  Presbyterian  Church 
Tuscumbia,  Alabama 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME E.  J.  HENNINGER 

President  Tuscumbia  City  Commission 

RESPONSE HON.  JAMES  B.  ALLEN 

Lieutenant  Governor  of  Alabama 

Introduction  Of  Distinguished  Guests  - - DEWEY  L.  WILSON 
Chairman  Helen  Keller  Property  Board 

PRESENTATION  OF  MISS  HELEN  KELLER 

BENEDICTION  - REV.  ROBERT  R.  COOK 

Rector — St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church,  Tuscumbia,  Alabama 
Grace  Episcopal  Church,  Sheffield,  Alabama. 
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FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY 


Program 

Thursday,  June  10 

Class  supper  - Cabot  Hall  - Hostesses,  Group 

Friday,  June  11 

Trustees’  Luncheon  - Dormitory 
Saturday,  June  12 

Alumnae  Day  - Meeting  of  Alumnae  Association 

Alumnae  Luncheon  - Memorial  Hall 
President’s  Tea,  Reminiscent  Show 

Sunday,  June  13 

Baccalaureate  Service,  afternoon 
Supper  - Dormitory  - Hostesses,  Group 
Monday,  June  14 

^Luncheon  - Frances  Newell  Cunningham,  Hostess 
Tuesday,  June  15 

^Luncheon  - Marblehead  - Edith  Sherman  Morss,  Hostess 
^Transportation  Committee,  Elizabeth  Huling,  Eva  Ruggli 

Wednesday,  June  16 

Commencement 

Lodging 

You  will  shortly  receive  from  Radcliffe  an  invitation  for  room  (single)  and 
meals  in  Cabot  Hall  as  guests  of  the  College.  If  you  are  unable  to  be  in 
Cambridge  during  all  the  events,  the  program  will  help  you  decide  for  which 
nights  to  send  your  acceptance  to  the  College. 

Class  Book 

From  all  but  three  of  the  class  members  Frances  Cunningham  has  received 
biographies,  and  we  are  assured  of  an  interesting  cross  section  of  the  life 
of  college  women  of  our  generation.  It  is  planned  to  send  the  book  to  each 
member  of  1904. 

Contributions 

A.  to  the  Anniversary  Fund. 

Thank  you  for  twenty-one  contributions  already  received. 

This  year  all  undesignated  gifts  from  Alumnae  will  go  into  the  $2,000,000 
Fund  for  the  proposed  Graduate  Centre.  Several  of  our  classmates  have  express- 
ed a desire  that  their  donations  should  go  to  a fund  for  the  benefit  of  under- 
graduates - Grant-in-Aid,  for  example.  When  you  send  your  contribution  for 
the  1904  Anniversary  Fund  to  Mrs.  Herbert  Marvel  - 2 Locke  Road  - Medford  55> 
Massachusetts,  will  you  please  indicate  your  preference.  Remember  that  the 
amount  of  your  gift  is  less  important  to  the  spirit  of  our  celebration  than  is 
the  participation  of  every  member l 

B.  If  you  would  like  to  help  with  the  expenses  of  class-book,  printing,  postage, 
stationery,  any  donation  will  be  much  appreciated.  Please  send  these  contri- 
butions to: 

Mrs,  Louis  M.  Atherton,  Chairman  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Committee 
78  Bates  Road  - Swampscott,  Massachusetts 

March  10,  1954 


I 


THE  NARA  HOTEL 

NARA,  JAPAN 


|®1^ 


Tel.  Nos.,  153,  166,  262,  Nara. 
Cable  Address,  “MOTEL.”  Nara. 


night  lecture 


June 

I? 

Monday 

leave  Akita 

2.3  p.m. 

2 

2 (Akita) 

arrive  Ohwani 

5-33  p.m. 

June 

15 

Tuesday 

2 

June 

lb 

'Vednesday 

leave  Ohwani 

3*35  P*m. 

arrive  Hirosaki 

3.5^  p.m. 

June 

17 

Thursday 

leave  Hirosaki 

11.45  &.m. 

I 

I 

arrive  Aomori 

O.4O  p.m. 

June 

13 

Friday 

leave  Aomori 

8.20  a.m. 

I 

2 

arrive  Hakodate 

0.50  p.m. 

June 

19 

Saturday 

June 

20 

Sunday 

4 

June 

21 

Monday 

June 

22 

Tuesday 

leave  Hakodate 

1.20  p.m. 

arrive  Otaru 

6.51  p.m. 

June 

23 

’Vednesday 

leave  Otaru 

6. 56p.m. 

I 

I 

arrive  Sapporo 

7.4O  p.m. 

June 

24 

Thursday 

June 

25 

Friday 

4 

3 

June 

2G 

Saturday 

June 

27 

Sunday 

leave  Sapporo 

9.5O  a.m. 

arrive  Hakodate 

4.23  p.m. 

leave  Hakodate 

5*  p.m. 

arrive  Aomori 

9.3O  p.m. 

June 

28 

Monday 

leave  Aomori 

I.  p.m. 

I 

arrive  Mori oka 

6.4  P-m. 

June 

29 

Tuesday 

2 

2 

June 

30 

V/e  dnesday 

leave  Morioka 

9.38  a.m. 

arrive  Sendai 

O.39  p.m. 

July 

I 

Thursday 

July 

2 

Friday 

leave  Sendai 

IO.3O  a.m. 

2 

2 (Tea  I) 

arrive  Fukushima 

0.37  p.m. 

July 

3 

Saturday 

leave  Fukushima 

8.50  a.m. 

I 

I 

arrive  Iwantuna 

IO.42  a.m. 

leave  Iwanuma 

11.28  a.m. 

arrive  Mi to 

5.28  p.m. 

July 

4 

Sunday  leave  Mi to 

6.39  P.m* 

I 

I 

arrive  Koyaraa 

8.33  p.m. 

leave  Koyaraa 

8. 46  p.m. 

arrive  Hikko 

10. 19  p.m. 

July 

5 Monday 

July 

b 

Tuesday 

3 

July 

7 

Wednesday 

leave  Nikko 

9.48  a.m. 

arrive  Ueno 

I.  p.m. 

leave  Tokyo 

3.  p.m. 

arrive  Osaka 

11.22  p.m. 

July 

8 

Thursday 

July 

9 

Fr i d ay 

leave  Osaka 

11.27  p.m. 

2 

July 

10 

Saturday 

arrive  Shimonoseki 

9.25  a.m. 

THE  N'ARR  HOTEL 

NARA,  JAPAN 


Tel.  Nos..  153.  166,  262,  Nara. 
Cable  Address.  “HOTEL."  Nara. 


night  lecture 


May 

21 

Friday 

leave  Kobe 
arrive  Okayama 

I.25  p.ra. 
4.3O  p.m. 

May 

22 

Saturday 

leave  Okayama 

arrive  Hiroshima 

O.lG  p.m. 
4-5  p.m. 

I 

2 

May 

23 

Sunday 

2 

3 

May 

24 

Monday 

leave  Hiroshima 

2.6  p . rn . 

arrive  Shimonoseki 

6 . p.m. 

May 

25 

Tuesday 

2 

I 

May 

2b 

"/ednesday 

leave  Shimonoseki 
arrive  Moji 
leave  Moji 
arrive  Hakata 

9-35  a. in. 

9-53  a»m. 

10.  15  a.m. 

11.43  fc-m. 

May 

27 

Thursday 

2 

4 

May 

28 

Friday 

leave  Hakata 

11.47  a.m. 

May 

29 

Saturday 

arrive  Nagasaki 
leave  Nagasaki 

3.5  p.m. 

I 

2 

arrive  Unzen 

Automobile 

May  30  Sunday 
May  31  Monday 


JUne  I Tuesday 


June  2 Wednesday 

June  3 Thursday 
JvLne  4 Friday 
June  5 Saturday 
June  6 Sunday 
June  7 Monday 
June  8 Tuesday 

June  9 Vednesday 


Jtfne  10  Thursday 
June  II  Friday 
June  12  Saturday 
June  13  Sunday 


leave  Unzen 
arrive  Shiraabara 
leave  Shiraabara 
arrive  Misumi 
leave  Misumi 
arrive  Kumamoto 
Kumamoto 

leave 

arrive  Beppu 
leave  Beppu 
arrive  Oita 
leave 
arrive 


leave  Osaka 
arrive  Hifu 
leave  Gifu 
arrive  J.faitaara 
leave  Maibara 
arrive  Kanazawa 
leave  Kanazawa 
arrive  Nagaoka 
leave  Nagaoka 
arrive  Niigata 
leave  Niigata 
arrive  Akita 


2 


midnoon 
I.RO  p.m. 

3. 10  p.rp. 
3-27  p.m. 
4.33  p.m. 

0. 2  p.m. 

4.46  p.ra. 

Automobile 
6.  4^  P«m« 

1.  p.n. 


3.3.  Ar i ake -Maru 


I 

I I 

I (in  the  ship) 


9.30  a • m. 

O.37  p.m. 

IO.37 

II.58 
0.7  p.m. 
4.1  plm. 
p.m. 
p.m. 
p.m. 
4- 10  p.ra. 
2.35  p.m. 
9.6  p.m. 


4 (New  Osaka  Note 


4.6 

9*ii 

2.4? 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 


2 


June 

1. 

Tue. 

0.02  p.m. 
'4v46  p.m. 

/'  oo 

June 

2. 

Wed. 

j.  0 1 f.m. 
y-.  JL  / p.  M- 

3 « 00"  • 

6,40  -p-.m. 

/ oo  p m — 

June 

3. 

Thur. 

(.0  0 P ft. 

June 

4. 

Fri. 

1.00  p.m. 

June 

5. 

Sat. 

\°sOt  frya. 

June 

6. 

Sun. 

1 o 

June 

7. 

Mon. 

June 

8. 

Tue. 

9.30  a.m. 
0.37  p.m. 
3.00  p.m. 

June  9.  Wed. 

10.37 

a.m. 

11.58 

a.m. 

0.03 

p.m. 

4.01 

p.m. 

7.30 

p.m. 

June 

10. 

Thur. 

4.06 

p.m. 

9.13 

p.m. 

June 

11. 

Fri. 

11.00 

a.m. 

2.48 

p.m. 

4.10 

p.m. 

U 

K 

June 

12. 

Sat. 

IGtOO 

a^m. 

A 

1 

2.35 

p.m. 

9.06 

p.m. 

June 

13. 

Sun. 

2.00 

p.m. 

7.30  p.$. 


Leave  Kumamoto.  , 

Arrive  at  Beppu.  ^ ^ 4w^- 

tJcCCi^'rt-a  ~£/OzZrt , 

Leave  S^eppu  by  motor— ear.  -j  •■-  - • 

Arrive  at  Oita. 

Lecture-meeting  for  boys  and  girls  students 
at  Oitaken  Kyoiku  Kaikan.  , __ 

l Leave  Oita— Ker  by  Osaka  1Ab»<  siZa-j  acZ  $ZZa  Z^ofofui. , 

— Z-c/uA&-//l«<lfjju  fct  far*  <‘-*4  — . ' ■'■  , • 

~eee-ef— Seira.  X+cou*.  Z~/ 

/ Z“ ,'irfL’.  \£u--rrliABs-  • 


At  Inland  S&f 


Arrive  at  Tenpozan  in  Osaka. 
Stay  at  the  New  Osaka  Hotel. 


Z'‘  jZ-  yfa-rrUAA'- 
v ytuu4M.‘  ) 


Rest  in  Osaka. 


1/iZiX  7°^  Wprne<yZ  C'oZ.c-^. . 


Start  from  Osaka  by  express. 

Arrive  at  Gifu. 

Lecture-meeting  for  teachers  at  Gifu  Public 
Hall. 

Put  up  in  Nagara  Hotel. 

Leave  Gifu. 

Arrive  at  Maibara. 

Leave  Maibara  by  express. 

Arrive  at  Kanazawa. 

Lecture-meeting  for  general  citizens  at 
Kanazawa  Public  Hall. 

10% 

Leave  Kanazawa  by  express. 

Arrive  at  Nagaoka. 

Put  up  in  Onoya  Ryokan. 

Lecture-meeting  for  general  citizens  at 

Nagaoka  Public  Hall. 

Leave  Nagaoka. 

Arrive  at  Nigata.T^^njZzA 

Put  up  in  ifcfcgset®  Hotel. 

A 

Lecture-meeting  for  general  citizens  at  /cZfA****^ 
izumi  Primary  School. 

Leave  Nigata  by  express. 

Arrive  at  Akita. 

Put  pu  at  Kobayashi  Ryokan. 

Lecture-meeting  for  teachers  and  students  at 
Akitashi  Kinenkan. 

Lecture-meeting  for  general  citizens  and 

wfynen. 


June  14.  Mon. 


2-r 06  p.-m.  Leave  Akita. 

(9.55  a.m.) 

A.58  -p-.Bh,  Arrive  at  Owani. 
(1.23va-.m. ) 

f'  Stay  at  Owani  Hotel. 
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June  15.  Tue. 
June  16.  Wed. 

June  17.  Thu. 


June  18.  Fri. 


June  19.  Sat. 


3.34  p.m. 
3.50  p.m. 
7.30  p.m. 


11.45  a.m. 
0.40  p.m. 

3.30  p.m. 

7.30  p.m. 


8.20  a.m. 
0.50  p.m. 


( Jn TY 

I 00 

3.00  p.m. 


June  20.  Sun. 
June  21  Mon. 
June  22.  Tue. 


June  23.  Wed. 


1.20  p.m. 
6.51  p.m. 


.3-.00  p.m. 

A 

6.56  p.m. 
7.40  p.m. 


June  24.  Thu.  2.00  p.m. 


o c 

7.3C  p.m. 


June  25,  Fri. 


cot  Uat m 
3.00  p.m. 


June  26.  Sat. 

‘h 

June  27.  Sun.  ^T^O'^ja, 

'Jfat&UAf  ) //-3  7>4=Ffc&-p.m. 

/ y 5^QQ  p.m.- 


o.  ? o / 1 . 
$>0°  /|«>n. 


Rest  at  Owani. 

Leave  Owani. 

Arrive  at  Hirosaki. 

Lecture-meeting  for  general  citizens  at 
Hirosaki  Public  Hall. 

Leave  Hirosaki. 

Arrive  at  Aomori. 

Lecture-meeting  for  teachers  at  girl’s  normal 
school. 

Lecture-meeting  for  general  citizens  at 
Aomori  Public  Hall. 

Leave  Aomori. 

Arrive  at  Hakodate  by  ship. 

Start  for  Yunokawa  by  motor  car. 

Put  up  at  the  Misono  Hotel. 

Leave  Yunokawa  by  half  past  2 p.m.  by 
motor  car. 

Arrive  at  Hakodate.  ^ 

Lecture-meeting  for  general  citizens 
Leave  Hakodate  by  motor  car.  ^ 

Arrive  at  Yunokawa. 

Put  up  at  the  Misono  Hotel. 

Rest  at  Yunokawa  hot  spring. 

Rest  at  Yunokawa  hot  spring. 

Leave  Yunokawa  by  motor  car. 

Arrive  at  Hakodate. 

Leave  Hakodate  by  express. 

Arrive  at  Odaru. 

Put  up  at  the  Echuya  Hotel. 

Lecture-meeting  for  general  citizens  at  Q 

Leave  Odaru  by  express.  _ , ^r 

Arrive  at  Sapporo,  ^ ^ 

Lecture-meeting  for  the  blind  and  the  dumb 
at  Sapporo  Town  Hall^  The--94riHatt'"Shd  the  uumtr 
School  or  -tha-LYaton  Tower. 

Lecture -meeting  for  women  or 'gene:  ^ 
at  Sapporo  Town  Hall.  + i \ 

Lecture -meeting  for  teaahers  at  Sapporo 
Town  Hall. 

Rest  at  Sapporo. 

Leave  Sapporo  by  express. [ Ho 
Arrive  at  Hakodate.  / 

Leave  Hakodate  by  -sixip.. 


Arrive  at  Aomori 


liAsf<oo(.cL.tH  -4ry  ^ ficjo 

/\  o-X  A°  7ru^' , 
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June  28.  Mon. 


June  29.  Tue. 


June  30.  Wed. 


July  1.  Thu1. 
July  2.  Fri. 

July  3.  Sat. 


Loo  /), 
^l^OO-ium. 
v LLQA-p^fa. 
? Z?  /I'*-' 

I c,o6  /)<  >»-' 

2..00  p.m. 
7.30  p.m. 


9,38  a.m. 
0.39  p.m. 
3.00  p.m. 
7 • 30  p.m. 


2.00  p.m. 


10.30  a.m. 
0.37  p.m. 
y >4?. 00  p.m. 

8.50  a.m. 
10.42  a.m. 
11.28  a.m. 
5.28  p.m. 


July  4.  Sun. 


1.00  p.m. 

j 

A6^39  p.m. 
r. 8^-33-  p.m. 
j-.  J-°?  8^46-  p.m. 
41G»A9~p.m. 


July  5.  Mon. 
July  6 . Tue . 


July 

7. 

Wed. 

9.48 

a.m. 

1.00 

p.m. 

3.00 

p.m. 

11.22 

p.m. 

July 

8. 

Thu. 

July 

9. 

Fri. 

3A.-& 

p .m. 

July 

10. 

Sat. 

' 9.25 

a.m. 

10.30 

a.m. 

6.00 

p.m. 

Leave  Aomori  by  express.  )A^y,ynijJg2 

Arrive  at  Morioka.  at  ]4-o/M/ynM 

Put  up  at  Hanamaki  hot  spring,  Shounkaku 
bekkan. 

Lecture-meeting  for  women  at  Iwate 

Public  Hall. 

Lecture-meeting  for  general  citizens  at 
Iwate  Public  Hall. 

Put  up  at  Hanamaki  hot  spring,  Shounkaku 
bekkan. 

Leave  Morioka. 

Get  to  Sendai. 

Welcome  tea  party. 

Lecture-meeting  for  general  citizens  at 
Sendai  Public  Hall. 

Lecture-meeting  for  women  at  Sendai 
Public  Hall.  'f**X  7*  . 

Leave  Sendai. 

Arrive  at  Fukushima.  .J 

Lecture-meeting  for  general  citizens  at  Ut 
•qs-.L-fioi-1-iTnpi  kvnlku — ka  1 knn.  4 ,A ^ * , 

Leave'  Fukushima. 

Arrive  at  Iwanuma. 

Leave  Iwanuma . 

Arrive  at  Mito. 

Lecture-meeting  for  general  citizens  at 
Ibaragi  kyoiku  kaikan. 

Leave  Mito. 

Arrive  at  Koyama.  „ r^y^r^.\jcK  v 

>Lonve  J 

Arrive  at  Nikko.  y-  C 

Stay  at  Nikko. 

Put  up  at  Kanaya  Hotel. 

Stay  at  Nikko. 

Put  up  at  Kanaya  Hotel. 

Leave  KlW  ' ) 

Arrive  at  Ueno. 

Leave  Tokyo  by  express  Fuji  . 

Arrive  at  Osaka.  T . .» 

p£t  up  at  the  New  Osaka  Hotel. 

Stay  &t  Osaka*  . | 

• J l-V  .4  t ( t 

Leave  Osaka  by  express  "Fuji". 

Arrive  at  Shimonoseki. 

Leave  Shimonoseki  by  ship. 

Arrive  at  Fuzan. 


PROPOSED  I TIN  is  ft*  AX  OF  UIoS  iitLEfi  Ki.LL-R1  S VISITS 
TO  COUNTRIES  OF  THE  ORIENT,  fill  DDLS  iH.D  KEaR  paST 


Mar.  27  - nug,  2 5 


and  New 


Sept.  1 - Oct.  21 


Oct.  £5  - Nov.  5 


Kov.  6 - Dec.  27 

Dec.  27  - Jan . 4 
Jan.  5 - 14 

Jan.  15  - Feb.  23 
Mar.  1 - Apr.  15 


Australia 
Leave  San 
Sydney,  Australia. 
Maxwell,  President 


Z e a JLjar;  d 

Francisco  by  plane  Mar.  27th  for 

Guest  of  Hon.  Mr.  Justice 
of  the  Royal  Industrial 


Institute  for  the  Blind,  Sydney,  Australia. 

J apan . where  eleven  cities  will  be  visited  - 
Tokyo,  1-7 ; Sendai,  10-11 ; Sapporo,  1 7-1  <2 ; 
Kanazawa,  24;  Nagoya,  27-28;  Osaka  and  Kobe, 

Oct.  1-4;  Kyoto,  6-8;  Hiroshima,  11-12; 

Fukuoka,  15-16;  Nagasaki,  17-18;  Takamatsu, 
20-21;  and  Onzen,  22-25.  arrangements  in  hands 
of  national  committee:  Takeo  Iwahashi  of  the 
Lighthouse  in  Osaka  correspondent. 

Korea  where  4 cities  in  S.  Korea  will  be 
visited.  Fusan,  Kwangju,  Taiku  ana  Seoul . 
arrangements  to  be  in  the  hands  of  a Rational 
Committee,  consisting  of  Koreans,  missionaries, 
government  representatives.  (ft.  C.  Coen, 

Dr.  George  Paik  and  ii . H . Underwood  corres- 
pondents) . 

China . Tentative  list  of  cities  to  be  visited  - 
Peiping,  Tientsin,  Hankow,  Nanking,  Shanghai, 
Soocnow,  Hangchow,  Foochow,  Amoy,  Canton  and 
Hong  Kong. 

Philippine  -islands  - Manila 


Brief  stop-overs  at  Han, 
Burma  er route  to  India, 
po  s sible . 


,kok,  Siam  and  Rangoon, 
Singapore  also  if 


India  and  Pakistan . Tentative  list  of  cities 
to  be  visited:  Calcutta,  Madras,  Vellore, 
Travancore,  Bangalore,  Nagpur,  Bombay,  Delhi, 
Lahore  and  Karachi. 

Iraq.  Iran.  Syria . Turkey , Lebanon , Palestine 
(political  conditions  permitting)  and  Egypt . 
Itinerary  of  cities  visited  to  be  worked  out 
in  consultation  with  Regional  Government 
authorities  and  individuals. 


Apr.  16  or  before  Return  to  'J.  S.  A. 


G ETCRi-L  STATEMENT 


These  visits,  after  leaving  Japan,  are  sponsored  by  the 
JOHN  MILTON  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  BLIND,  of  which  Miss  Helen  Keller  has 
been  President  since  1932.  This  Society  is  the  officially  ap- 
pointed agency  of  more  than  40  Protestant  denominations  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  providing  Christian  literature  in  Braille 
without  charge  to  the  blind  of  the  U.  S.,  Canada  and  26  foreign 
countries . 


Its  monthly  religious  magazines  for  adults  and  children, 
together  with  its  other  occasional  publications,  serve  more  than 
10,000  Braille  readers.  Among  them  are  both  blind  and  de  a f and 
more  than  600  blind  ministers  and  Sunday  School  teachers. 

Leavel of  absence  for  this  world  tour  ms  been  granted 
to  Miss  Keller  by  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  of  which 
she  is  Counsellor. 

The  program  in  each  city  visited  will  include  press 
interviews,  public  meetings,  visits  to  schools  and  hospitals, 
official  government  receptions  and  informal  conferences  with 
workers  among  the  blind. 

There  will  be  4 in  the  party  - Miss  Helen  Keller,  her 
companion,  Miss  Polly  Thomson,  Dr.  Milton  T.  Stauffer,  General 
Secretary  of  the  John  Milton  Society  for  the  Blind,  and  Mrs. 
Stauffer,  formerly  a nurse  in  Shanghai,  China. 

all  correspondence  concerning  this  mission  of  mercy 
and  hope  to  countries  of  the  Orient,  Middle  and  Hear  East  by 
Miss  Keller  should  be  addressed  to  Dr.  Milton  T.  Stauffer,  c/o 
John  Milton  Society  for  the  Blind,  156  Fifth  avenue,  New  York  10, 
Key.1  York. 


MAILING  ADDRESSES  - Miss  Helen  Keller,  Miss  Polly  Thomson, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Milton  T.  Stauffer 


Until  Aug.  15 


July  10  - 26 
also 


July  27  - 30 


Aug.  15  - 30 


Sept.  1 - Oct.  20 


Oct.  20  - Nov.  1 


Nov.  1 - Dec.  5 


Dec.  5-30 


Dec.  30  - Jan.  5 
Jan.  5 - Feb.  10 

Feb . 10  - Mar . 30 


Miss  Keller  and  Miss  Thomson 

c/o  Royal  Sydney  Industrial  Blind  Institution, 
William  and  Boomerang  Streets,  Sydney,  Australia 

Dr.  and  M r s . Stanl'fer 

c/o  Arthur  D.  Stauffer,  345  So.  Crescent  i^rive, 
Beverly  Hills,  Calif. 

c/o  William  J.  Stauffer,  2109  Heliotrope  Drive, 
Santa  Ana,  Calif. 

c/o  Baldwin  Hotel,  321  Grant  Ave.,  San  Francisco, 
California 

or : 

Milton  T.  Stauffer,  Passenger,  S.S.  Gen.  Meigs, 
American  President  Lines,  152  Geary  Street, 

San  Fr; ncisco  8,  Calif.  - Sailing  July  31st 

c/o  The  National  Christian  Council  of  China, 

The  Missions  Building,  169  Yuen  Ming  Yuen  Road, 
Shanghai,  China 


All  members  in  the  party 
c/o  Takeo  Iwahashi 
Lighthouse  for  the  Blind 
17  Nishi-3-Chome 
Showa-cho,  Abeno-ku 
Osaka,  JAPAN 


c/o  Dr.  K.  H.  Underwood 
Hq.  U.S.A.  MGIK  APO  235 
Chaplains'  Office  c/o  P. 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 


c/o  Paul  S.  Mayer 
also  GHQ  - SCaPCI  & 

£ Sections 
APO  500  P.  M. 

San  Francisco, 
California 

civ)  Presby.  Mission 
Unit  2 

M. 


c/o  The  National  Christian  Council  of  China 
The  Missions  Building,  169  Yuen  Ming  Yuen  Road, 
Shanghai,  China 

c/o  Mr.  Tsinforn  Wong 
Bank  of  China,  65  The  Bund 
Canton,  China 

c/o  U.  S.  Ambassador,  Edwin  f.  Stanton, 

Bangkok,  Siam 

c/o  J.  W.  Sadiq,  Esq.,  M a , B . D . 

National  Christian  Council  of  India,  Nelson  Sq., 
Nagpur,  C.  P.,  India 

c/o  Dr.  E . E.  Elder  (Other  forwarding  addresses 
American  Mission  for  countries  of  the  Near 
Cairo,  Egypt  East  will  be  announced  as 

soon  as  a detailed  itinerary 
can  be  worked  out.) 


General  - Urgent  letters  and  telegrams  may  be  sent  c/o  U.  S.  Embassy 
or  Consulate  in  countries  or  cities  to  be  visited  - 
(see  itinerary) 


Hiroshima  Coli.hgu  for  AVomkn 
Hiroshima,  Japan 


. KEIIER'S  tOGRAM  PC  t HI  iC  3 IMi 


May  22.  ' rriv  1 at  4; 06. 

i n Station  Platform; 

1.  /eleome  by  Governor's  represent'  tive , LIr.  Mitsuda, 
Chief  of  the  Prefee tural  Sduc  tion  1 Department. 

2.  eleome  by  the  Mayor,  Hr.  Yokoyama , or  his  represent 
tive , Mr.  Pukuda . 

3.  Present  tion  of  Plowers  by  Miss  Tsukuh;  ra,  Daughter 
of  the  President  of  Bunrika  Dai  Gakko  (University  of 
Literature  nd  Science.) 

The  Party  will  divide  into  two  groups; 

Group  L. 

Dr.  Keller,  Miss  Thompson,  Maid,  Mr.  I'inoh  r;:  , 
hiss  Cooper,  Kiss  Hr 11,  Mr.  Lama da.  Miss  Shan- 
non to  Hiroshima  Jo  Gnkuin. 

Group  II. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iwah-.shi,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Komuro, 

Mr.  Taket'  , Maid  to  Am.  gi  1 otel. 


May  23.  $$0/$  9.'J30  to  9;45  Inform:.!  meeting  of  students  of  Mission 
School . 

/ords  of  welcome  by  American  born  Jap  nese  students 


10  . m.  Meeting  Press  Represent  tives. 


10;15  leave  for  Miyajim?  . 

Dr.  Keller,  iss  Thompson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iwahashi, 
Two  Officials  from  Ken  cho,  Mr.  Hindu  r: . 


luncheon  at  I-Iiya  jima  Hotel 
Le  ve  for  Hiroshima  t 1;30 
J e ve  for  Lecture  t 3; 15 


Lecture  at  Yamanaka  Private  School  t 3;30  P.M. 
(Outdoor  pi  tform) 

Introduction  by  Mr.  Irrvhori,  < rincipi  1 of  City  Girls 
School . 


ddress  by  Dr.  Keller 


Closing  ddress  by  Hr.  Hi  gas hi war ( , Principal  of 
Yama.nn.ka  Girls  School. 


w 


May  23,  Evening,  Free 


Hiroshima.  Coixegjs  for  Woiikn 

Hiroshima,  Japan 


M;  y 24. 

Le- ve  wome  at  9;15 

9 ; 25  Visit  School  for  Blind  and  De  f. 

9;45  rrive  at  Bunrika  University. 

10; 00  lecture. 

12,  Noon,  luncheon  t Jo  Gakko  Forne. 

1;40  Leave  for  Station  from  Jo  Gakko  Rome. 


PRELIMINARY  ITINERARY 


February  15 Leave  New  York  on  QUEEN  ELIZABETH 

£1 Arrive  Southampton 

26 Arrive  London 

March  1 Leave  Southampton  in  PRETORIA  CASTLE 

15 Arrive  Cape  Town 

31 Leave  Cape  Town  for  Durban  via  stops  at 

Port  Elizabeth 
Grahams town 
Kingswilliamtown 
East  London 

April  19 Arrive  Durban 

23  Leave  Durban  for  Johannesburg  via  stop  at 

Pietermaritzburg 

24  Arrive  Johannesburg  and  visit 

Bloomf ontein 

Kimberly 

Pretoria 

Potchofstroom 

Pietersburg 

Bulawayo  (Southern  Rhodesia) 

May  21 Leave  Johannesburg  for  Cape  Town 

22 Leave  Cape  Town  for  New  York  in  AFRICAN  ENDEAVOR 

June  8 Arrive  New  York 


AIR  MAIL  CAN  BE  SENT  AS  FOLLOWS: 


February  15  - 22 c/o  Mr.  A.  Lloyd -Allen 

9 Ardmore  Road 
Parkstone 
Dorset , England 

February  23  - 25 c/o  R.M.S.  PRETORIA  CASTLE 

Union  Castle  Steamship  Line 
Southampton,  Hampshire,  England 

February  25  - April  10. c/o  Mount  Nelson  Hotel 

Cape  Town 
Cape  Province 
South  Africa 

April  10  - 17 c/o  Edward  Hotel 

Durban 

Natal 

South  Africa 

April  17  - May  14 c/o  Langham  Lutjes  Hotel 

Johannesburg 
Transvaal 
South  Africa 

May  14  - 16 c/o  S.S. AFRICAN  ENDEAVOR 

Cape  Town 
Cape  Province 
South  Africa 
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IT  INK  RASY  FOR  HELEN  KELLER  AND  POLLY  THOMSON 


April  13  - Leave  B,  Y.  via  TWA  flight  902  at  5 PM 
April  15  - Arrive  Cairo  00;36  AN!  Cairo  tine 

Proposed  program  for  visit  to  Egypt 

1.  RECEIPT  ION;  On  second  or  third  day  after  arrival;  notable  personalities 

will  be  invited,  including  governmental  officials,  repre- 
sentatives of  private  agencies,  and  others, 

2,  LECTURES;  (Total  of  three) 

1,  To  be  presented  in  Dar  El  Ifekma  for  Fouad  El  Aval 
University,  Ibrahim  P*sha  University,  El  Ashar  University 
and  the  two  Sohools  of  Social  Work, 

2,  To  t>e  presented  in  the  American  University 

3,  To  be  given  during  visit  to  Alexandria  (see  below) 

5,  VISITS  AROUND  CAIROi 

1,  To  the  Blind  School  at  Zeitoun 

2,  Po  U.N.  Demonstration  Center 

3,  To  the  Coptic  .'choel  for  Blind 

4,  To  the  Noor  Society  for  the  'Welfare  of  the  Blind 

4.  VISIT  TO  ALEXANDRIA » (two  or  three  days) 

1,  Lecture  for  Faroulc  El  Awal  University  and  School  of 
Social  Welfare 

2,  Visit  to  School  of  the  Blind 

5,  Visit  to  School  of  Social  Welfare 

5.  PRESS; 

1,  Conference  on  day  after  arrival  in  Cairo 

2,  Conference  on  day  before  departure  - to  cover  Mias 
Keller's  impressions  during  visit 

6.  MISCELLANEOUS  VISITS; ( As  tine  and  inclination  permit)  to  interesting  places 

in  both  Cairo  and  Alexandria,  including  the  Pyramids,  the 
Egyptian  Museum,  etc, 

Tfell  address;  c/o  Madame  Zahia  Uarsouk 

Ministry  of  Social  Affairs 
Department  of  Sooial  Security 
Cairo 


April  26  - Arrive  in  Beirut 

Morning 

April  26  - 
April  27  - Rest 


April  23-3  AM  Short  address  at  Assembly 

of  Al-Ahlia  Arabic  Cirls  College 
Short  Press  Conference  at  Al-Ahlia 


Evening 

Dinner  at  U.S.  Legation 

7 PM  address  to  A,  U,  B,  student  body  - 
Welcome  by  H,  E.  Mr.  Antoun  Stephan, 
Minister  of  Education 

6; 30  PM  - Address  to  the  students 
of  the  French  Faculty  of  Medicine 
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Morning 


April 

23  - 

10  «30  AM  address  at  American 
School  for  Girls  (Presbyterian) 

April 

29  - 

Rest 

Luncheon  at  the  Residence  of  the 
President  of  the  Republic 

April  30  - 

Rest 

May  1 

- 

Kay  2 

Visit  to  Beirut  Ishaseura 

(short  visit) 


May  3 - Meeting  of  Students,  members  and 

friends  of  the  .Swiss  Sohool  for 
the  Blind  held  at  the  American 
Protestant  Church  at  A shr&f iye 


Evening 


7 PM  Address  to  the  students  of 
the  School  of  Medicine  of  the  A.U.B, 


3 - 4 PM  Visit  to  the  British- Syrian 
Blind  School  and  address  to  the  Girls 
Training  College 

3 - 4 PM  Visit  to  the  French  Protes- 
tant College  for  Girls  - Students  and 
Professors  of  the  French  High  Sohool 
of  Letter  will  also  be  invited, 

5 - 6 PM  Arabic  Womens  Federation  and 

YiiCA 


May  4 - Rest 

Mail  Address  - Mr.  Karl  Meyer 

School  for  the  Blind 
BourJ-Haamottd 
DJisr- Beirut 

(As  far  as  we  know.  Miss  Keller  and  Kiss  Thomson  will 
be  guests  at  the  home  of  Mr,  William  A.  Stoltsfus, 

Principal  of  the  American  College  for  Women) 

May  5 - Leave  for  Damascus,  Syria 

(All  arrangements  being  made  by  American  Legation  in  Damascus) 

Mail  Address  - Mr.  W.  Brewer 

American  Legation 
Dama sous,  Syria 

Kay  9 - Arrive  Amman,  Jordan 

(Miss  Keller  and  Miss  Thomson  will  be  guests  in  the  American 
Legation  residence  during  stay  in  Amman (Ad dress  mail  here) 


(After  May  11  - address  mail  herei  c/o  S,  T.  Dajani 

School  for  the  Blind 
Ramallah,  Hashemite,  Jordan 

May  12  - Miss  Keller  will  visit  school  for  blind  girls,  Bethlehem.  She  will  have 

lunch  at  the  school  and  in  the  afternoon  she  will  visit  the  Church  of  the 

Nativity. 

J'n.y  13  - To  the  Mount  of  Olivos  to  visit  the  school  and  workshop  run  by  the  Lutheran 

federation.  She  will  also  have  lunch  there. 
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Mfcy  14  - At  9 AM  Miss  Keller  will  speak  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Friends'  School 

Ramallah  to  a manber  of  teachers  and  high  school  hoys  and  girls.  She  will 
spend  the  rest  of  the  day  in  the  Ala  iya  School  where  she  will  have  lunch. 

May  15  - A visit  to  the  School  for  Blind  Oirls,  Jerusalem,  is  arranged  for  today  and 
Miss  Keller  will  have  lunch  in  the  school. 

MAy  16  - In  the  morning  Miss  Keller  will  visit  the  workshop  of  the  Arab  Blind 
Organisation  while  in  the  afternoon  she  will  address  a gathering  of 
notables  in  the  YMCA  after  which  a tea  and  reception  in  her  honor  will 
be  held. 

WOTS*  Should  it  be  possible  to  arrange  for  her  to  be  received  by  HM  the 
King,  she  will  address  a gathering  in  Amman,  date  unknown. 

May  19  - Enter  Israel  through  the  Old  City  of  Jerusalem 

Mail  Address  - c/o  King  David  Hotel 
Jerusalem,  Israel 

(Program  being  arran-ed  by  Israeli  government) 

June  - 3- Leave  Lydda,  Israel  via  TWA  Flight  929,  tentative  departure  tine  9 AM. 

June  S - Arrive  in  Paris  - 8*30  PM 

While  in  France  will  be  guest  at  the  home  of 

Mrs.  Jo  Davidson 
6 rue  Leconte  de  Lisle 
Paris,  16,  France 

June  24  - Fly  to  London  (This  part  of  the  trip  is  tentative) 

Probable  address  - c/o  Park  Lone  Hotel,  London,  England 

June  27  - Return  to  Paris 

July  7 - Leave  Paris  via  TWA  Flight  951  - 7 PM 
July  3 - Arrive  Hew  York  6*20  AM 


Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BUND,  INC. 

15  WEST  1 6TH  STREET 
NEW  YORK  II,  N.  Y. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


TRAVEL  ITINERARY  FOR  HELEN  KELLER 
TOUR  OF  LATIN  AMERICA 


I£AVE 

ARRIVE 

Data 

Time 

Flight 

City 

Lv. 

4^0 

12  noon 

PA  201 

N.Y(ldlewild) 

Ar. 

5/1 

9*45  AM 

With  berths 

Rio  da  Janeiro 

Lr« 

5/16 

St SO  PM 

PB  294 

Sao  Paulo 

Ar. 

5/L6 

5 *10  PM 

Rio  da  Janeiro 

Lv. 

5A7 

1 sOO  AM 

PB  269 

Rio  da  Janeiro 

Ar. 

5/17 

9 *20  AM 

Santiago 

Lv. 

5/29 

1*36  PM 

PO  300 

Santiago 

Ar. 

5/29 

7*15  PM 

Lima 

Lv. 

8/3 

7*66  PM 

PO  300 

Lima 

Ar. 

6/9 

1*40  AM 

Panama 

Lv. 

6AS 

8*20  AM 

PA  502 

Panama 

Ar. 

6/l3 

4*46  PM 

Mexico 

Lv. 

6/ZZ 

9*15  PM 

AA  156 

Mexico 

Ar. 

6/24 

9*45  AM 

New  York 

(La  Ouardia) 


Airway  Keys 

PA  - Pan  American  World  Airway® 

PB  - Panair  do  Brasil 

PC!  - Pan  American-Orace  Airways 


AA  - American  Airlinaa 


Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION 

IB  WEST  1 6TH 
NEW  YORK  1 


liny  1 through 
May  11 


ttiy  12  through 
May  16 

May  13  through 

May  23 

May  29  through 
Juno  5 

Jut®  4 and 
June  5 

June  6 and 
June  7 

June  8 through 
June  12 

June  12  through 
June  22 


FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

STREET 
I,  N.  Y. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


MAIL  ADDRESSES  FOR  MISS  HELEN  KELI£R 
AND  MISS  POLLY  THOMSON  DURING  THEIR 
TOUR  OF  LATIN  AMERICA 


Co pa cabana  Palaoe 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brasil 


E apian ad a Hotel 
S&e  Paulo,  Brasil 

H otel  Carrera 
Santiago,  Chile 

Country  Club  de  Line 
Lina,  Peru 

Hotel  Turiata 
Arequipa,  Peru 

Country  Club  de  Lima 
Lina,  Peru 

El  Panama  Hotel 
Panama  City,  Panama 

c/o  Mre,  Bmmette  K.  Goodrich,  Jr., 
Santa  Roaalia  27 
Coyoacan,  D#  F,  Mexice 


(At  least  one  week  should  be  allowed  for  air  mail  to 
reach  the  above  addressee.) 


r^S(y  v I <r  a 


HELEN  KELLER  FAR  EAST  TOUR  PROGRAM 


Leave  New  York  Friday,  February  U 1:30  PM  KIM  622 

Arrive  Glasgow  Saturday,  February  5 5:20  AM 

Will  be  met  by:  Mss  Edna  Owen,  Administrative  Assistant  of  the  British 
Empire  Society  for  the  Blind 

Hotel:  Central  Hotel  Glasgow 

Leave  Glasgow  Tuesday,  February  1$  evening  train 

Arrive  London  Wednesday,  February  lo  morning 

Will  be  met  by:  Mr.  John  Wilson,  Director,  British  Empire  Society  for  the  Blind 
Hotel:  Dorchester 


Wednesday,  February  16 

Reception  at  Royal  Hospital  Chelsea  to  be  attended  by  leading  British  workers 
for  the  blind 


Thursday,  February  17  or  Friday,  February  18 

Luncheon  or  cocktails  in  hotel  suite  with  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Julian  Huxley,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Masefield,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  MacG.  Eagar,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wilson  and 
Mss  Alice  Lascelles  being  arranged. 

Leave  London  Saturday,  February  19  11  AM  Air  India  Inti. 

Arrive  Bombay  Sunday,  February  20  3:U5  PM  110 

IN  BOMBAY 

TOUR  MANAGER:  Mr.  A.  K.  Mortimer,  Superintendent  of  the  Training  Center  for  the 
Adult  Blind,  Delira  Dun,  will  act  as  tour  manager  throughout  the 
program  in  India 

Hotel:  Government  House  (Raj  Bhavan) 

Sunday,  February  20 
Press  conference  at  Government  House 

Monday,  February  21 

Morning:  Meeting  with  Chief  Minister,  Mnister  of  Education  and  Minister  of 
Health  at  the  residence  of  the  Chief  Minister 

Evening:  Inauguration  of  Blind  Week  and  opening  of  an  exhibition  organized  by 
the  National  Association  for  the  31ind.  Reception  by  tne  Bombay  State 
Council  on  Blindness,  the  National  Association  for  the  Blind  and  other 
organisations 


2. 


Tuesday,  February  22 

Horning:  Visit  to  Dadar  School  for  the  Blind 

Evening:  Civic  Reception  by  the  Mayor  of  Bombay  in  the  Corporation  Hall 

Wednesday,  February  23 

Tea  to  be  given  by  Indian  Federation  of  University  Women 

Thursday,  February  2h 
Evening:  Public  lecture  to  social  workers 

Friday,  February  2E> 

Morning:  Visit  to  the  li.S.D.  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  and  Happy  Home  for 
the  Blind 

Evening:  Visit  to  the  School  for  Deaf  Mutes,  Hazagaon 

Saturday,  February  26 

Horning:  Press  conference  at  Government  House 

Travel  to  Hyderabad  on  Saturday,  February  26  or  Sunday,  February  27 

IN  HIDERABAD 

Hotel:  Name  not  available  at  present  time 

Monday,  February  28 

Tea  with  Chief  Minister,  Education  Minister  and  Minister  for  Public  Health 
Press  Conference 


Tuesday,  March  1 

Afternoon:  Public  reception  jointly  sponsored  by  the  Hyderabad  State  Council  on 
Blindness,  the  Government  School  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf,  the  Blind 
Welfare  Association  and  the  Adult  Deaf  Society.  Short  talk  by  Iiiss 
Keller 


No  Engagements 


Wednesday,  March  2 


Thursday,  March  3 

Morning:  Visit  to  Osmania  University  and  short  talk  to  students  by  Miss  Keller 

Friday,  March  U 

Morning:  Visit  to  the  Government  School  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf  and  the  Victoria 
Memorial  School  for  the  Blind 
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Saturday,  March  5 
Horning:  Press  Conference 

Afternoon:  Visit  to  Oosmansagar  Lake  and  Himayatsagar  Community  Training  Center 
Travel  to  Madras  on  Saturday;  March  3 or  Sunday,  March  6 

IN  MADRAS 

Hotel:  Name  not  available  at  present  time 

Monday,  March  7 

Civic  reception  at  the  Corporation  Buildings 
Press  Conference 


Tuesday,  March  8 

Lecture  at  the  University  of  Madras 

Uednesday,  March  9 


No  Engagements 


Thursday,  March  1# 

Public  lecture  under  the  auspices  of  the  Guild  of  Service  (to  social  service  groups) 

Friday,  March  11 

Visits  to  the  School  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf  at  Teynampet  and  the  Government  School 
for  the  Blind  at  Poonamalee 


Saturday,  March  12 
Visit  to  Annamalai  Nagar 

Sunday,  March  13 

no  engagements  planned - 


Holiday 


Travel  tc^Nysore 


In  Calcutta 
In  Delhi 

In  Dehra  Dun  and 
Mis souli (holiday- 
no  engagements) 
Arrive  Delhi 


Monday,  March  28 
Monday,  April  U 

A— 

Monday, 'April  H i 
Monday  ,-Apr-i-t-ll 
Tuesday,  April  26 


fit 

Details  of  remainder  of  program 


t\ 


m 


India  not  yet  available  . 

rw  iw 
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Thursday,  April  26 

Arrive  at  LAHORE,  PAKISTAN 


'XJUL  i' 


TOUR  MANAGER:  Mr.  S.  A.  Malchdum,  General  Secretary  of  the  Central  Institute  for  the 
Deaf  and  Blind,  Lahore,  who  will  act  as  Tour  Manager  throughout  visit 
in  Pakistan 


Hotel:  Government  House  or  Faletti  Hotel 


Evening:  Press  Conference  and  small  reception  at  place  of  residence 

Friday,  April  29 

Morning:  Visit  to  Central  Institute  for  Deaf  and  Blind 

Evening:  Rally  and  display  by  blind  and  other  disabled  children 

Speech  to  special  conference  of  organizations  interested  in  the  handicapped 

Saturday,  April  30 


No  Engagements 

Sunday,  May  1 

No  Engagements 

Monday,  May  2 

Morning:  Pleasure  visit  to  Shalamar  Garden  and  Jahangir's  Mausoleum 
Evening:  Speech  on  Prevention  of  Blindness  at  Medical  College 

Tuesday,  May  3 
Morning:  Visit  Darul  A-man 

Evening:  Visit  to  Emerson  Institute  for  the  Blind 

Wednesday,  May  U 
Evening:  Press  Conference 

Dinner  given  by  United  States  Information  Services  at  Lahore 


Thursday,  May  5> 


Travel  to  KARACHI,  Pakistan  ^ ' ''  ’ ")  ' \ 

Hotel:  Government  House  or  Metropole  Hotel 

Friday,  May  6 


Evening:  Press  conference  at  place  of  residence 
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Saturday,  May  7 

Group  discussion  at  place  of  residence  with  persons  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  handicapped  (Sir  Clutha  Mackenzie  and  Mr.  llakhdum  will  assist) 

Sunday,  May  8 


IJo  Engagements 


Monday,  Ilay  9 


Visit  to  Schools  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb 


Tuesday,  May  10 

Speech  at  Educational  Conference  on  Handicapped  Children 


Wednesday,  May  11 

Press  conference  at  place  of  residence 

Thursday,  May  12 

Leave  Karachi 

Arrive  RANGOON,  BURMA 


5:35  AM  BOAC  912 

10  Hi  (approx) 


Program  in  Rangoon  has  not  been  provided  as 
yet.  Limited  engagements  are  being  arranged 
by  the  United  States  Legation  there. 


Leave  Rangoon 
Arrive  Hong  Kong 

Thursday,  May  19 
Thursday,  May  19 

3:15  AM 
12  noon 

Pan-American  2 

Leave  Hong  Kong 
Arrive  Manila 

Thursday,  May  19 
Thursday,  Hay  19 

U HI 
7 : U5  PM 

Pan-American  6 

IN  MANILA 

TOUR  MANAGER:  Hr,  Victor  Baltazar,  Supervisor,  Office  of 
Social  Welfare  Administration,  Manila 

Vocational  Rehabilitation, 

Hotel:  Manila  Hotel 


Thursday,  May  19 

Evening:  Press  Conference  at  Manila  Hotel 

Friday,  May  20 

Morning:  Call  on  President  Magsaysay  at  the  Iialacanang 

Conference  with  Manila  Service  Clubs  and  other  interested  social  welfare 
organizati ons 

Evening:  Dinner  at  the  Manila  Hotel  under  the  joint  sponsorship  of  the  Social 
Welfare  Administration  and  the  Manila  Service  Clubs 


Saturday,  May  21 

Address  meeting  of  deaf,  blind  and  other  handicapped  persons 

Sunday,  May  22 
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No  Engagements 

Monday,  May  23 

Address  meeting  of  students  and  educators 

Tuesday,  May  21* 


No  Engagements 


Wednesday,  May  25 


Visit  Social  Welfare  Administration  Rehabilitation  Workshop  at  San  Rafael 
and  the  Philippine  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  at  Pasay 

Thursday,  May  26 


Press  Conference 

Leave  Manila  Friday,  May  27  8:30  AM  Northwest  Orient 

Arrive  Tokyo  Friday,  May  27  5:25  PM  10 

IN  T0KI0 


TOUR  MANAGER: 


Gen  Nishino,  Managing  Director,  Social  Welfare  Department  of 
Mainichi  Newspapers  will  act  as  Tour  manager  throughout  visit 


Hotel : Imperial  Hotel 


Friday,  May  27 

Press  Conference  at  Imperial  Hotel 

Saturday,  May  23 

Morning:  Meet  His  Majesty  the  Emperor 

Afternoon:  Lecture  at  the  United  States  Embassy 

Sunday,  May  29 

Evening:  Small  dinner  party  given  by  the  President  of  the  Mainichi  Newspapers 

Monday,  May  30 

Round  table  conference  being  arranged  by  the  Minister  of  Social  Welfare 

Tuesday,  May  31 

Visits  to  local  organizations  serving  the  blind 


7. 


Wednesday,  June  1 


I'o  Engagements 


NOTE:  Visit  to  Mainichi  Newspaper  Office  in 

Tokyo  to  be  arranged  at  some  convenient 
time. 

Thursday,  June  2 
Travel  to  Hakone  for  holiday 

Thursday,  June  9 


Arrive  at  Osaka 


IN  OSAKA. 


Hotel:  Hotel  New  Osaka 

Thur  sday,  June  9 

Visit  Mainichi  Newspapers  Osaka  Office. 
Press  Conference 


No  Engagements 


Lecture  meeting 


No  Engagements 


Friday,  June  10 


Saturday,  June  11 


Sunday,  June  12 


Monday,  June  13 

Attend  meeting  of  the  Japan  Federation  of  Associations  for  the  Blind  in  KYOTO. 
Stay  at  HOTEL  MIYAKO 


Tuesday,  June  II4. 
Travel  from  Kyoto  to  Tokyo 
Hotel:  Imperial  Hotel 


Wednesday,  June  l£ 


Ho  Engagements 
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Thursday,  June  16 

-H  1 

Press  Interview 

Leave  Tokyo 

Thursday,  June  16 

10:U5  PM 

Pan-American  82u 

Arrive  San  Francisco 

Friday,  June  1? 

6:30  AM 

Hotel:  Hotel  St.  Francis 

Leave  San  Francisco 

Monday,  June  20 

8:U3  AM 

Trans-World  36 

Arrive  Chicago 

Monday,  June  20 

U:50  PM 

Leave  Chicago 

Monday,  June  20 

8:30  PM 

Northwest  Orient 

Arrive  Rochester,  Finn  Monday,  June  20 

11:37  PM 

U31 

Leave  Rochester,  Minn 

Thursday,  June  23 

1:03  PM 

Northwest  Orient 

Arrive  Chicago 

Thursday,  June  23 

2:U0  HI 

U12 

Leave  Chicago 

Thursday,  June  23 

3 Hi 

American  22k 

Arrive  New  York 

Thursday,  June  23 

6:U5  EM 

(correct  as  at  l/2?) 


SUGGESTED 


Fri. 

Sat. 

Wed. 

Thu. 

Fri. 

Thu. 

Fri. 


Sat, 

Sun 

Sat 


Itinerary  #1 

65  Broadway,  N.Y.C. 
February  7,  1956 

ITINERARY 

ESPECIALLY  PREPARED 

FOR 

MISS  HELEN  KELLER 
MlsS  POLLY  T.'toM&flN 


The  accommodations,  services  and  rates  specified  herein  are 
offered  subject  to  the  ability  of  the  American  Express  Company 
to  arrange  and  confirm  the  same. 

Where  it  is  not  possible  to  secure  reservations  at  hotels 
suggested,  we  shall  secure  accommodations  in  hotels  of  simi- 
lar grade  and  services,  if  possible. 

The  timing  of  departures  and  arrivals  and  mode  of  trans- 
portation shown,  are  oased  on  latest  available  schedules, 
and  are  subject  to  change  in  accordance  with  seasonal  or 
other  modifications. 

March  16  SAIL  FROM  NEW  YORK  PER  S.S.  OLYMPIA  (FIRST  CLASS) 

March  17 

to  AT  SEA 

March  21 

March  22  ARRIVE  LISBON 

Transfer  by  private  Automobile  from  Pier  to  Hotel 
HOTEL  FLORIDA 

March  23 

to  IN  LISBON  (AT  LEISURE) 

March  29 


March  30  DAY  IN  LISBON 

Transfer  to  rail  station 

Leave  Lisbon  at  8:33  P.M. 

By  Lusitania  Express  Night/Sleeper  Train 

, March  31  ARRIVE-  MADRID  AT  9:30  A.M. 

Transfer  to  hotel 

Hlemwillfr  PoJZcm_x2_ 

. April  1 

to  IN  MADRID  (AT  LEISURE) 

. April  7 


(2) 


Sun 


Mon0 

Tue. 

Tue. 

Wed. 


Thu. 


Fri. 

Thu. 

Fri. 


Sat . 


April  8 DAY  IN  MADRID 

Transfer  to  rail  station 


Leave  Madrid  at  9:30  P.M. 

By  "Sud  Express" 

Night  Sleeper  Train 

April  9 ARRIVE  PARIS  AT  5.00  p.^. 

Transfer  to  hotel 
HOTEL  LANCASTER 


April  10 

to  IN  PARIS  (AT  I£ISUKE) 

April  17 

April  18  DAY  IN  PARIS 


April  19 


April  20 
to 

May  A 
May  U 


May  5 


Transfer  to  rail  station 

Leave  Paris  at  [ ) ''*  , 

By  "Orient  Express"^  X H x^cAM- 
Night  Sleeper  Train'  ^ \ 


9:00  P.M. 


ARRIVE  MUNICH  AT 


10:10  A.M. 


Transfer  by  Private  Automobile  to  -Garmiseh-  Partenkirchen  B 
(City  Limits)  (Address  to  be  advised  to  Chauffeur. )0  SfTtA 

AMERICAN  EXPRESS  COMPANY  ARRANGEMENTS  TERMINATE  TEMPORARILY.  „ n,  - 1 



0 

NO  ARRANGEMENTS  BY  AMERICAN  EXPRESS  COMPANY. 


Leave  Garmisch  Partenkirchen  ( By  Own  Arrangements  for  Innsbruck) 
(One  Hour  by  Automobile). 


-> 


AMERICAN  EXPRESS  COMPANY  ARRANGEMENTS  ARE  RESUMED  WITH  TRAIN 
RESEVERATION  IMSBRUCK-GENOA.  


Leave  Innsbruck  at  10:?5>  A.M. 

By  "Alps  Express" 

ARRIVE  GENOA  AT  9:30  A.M. 

Transfer  by  Private  Automobile  to  Porfrbofino.  (l/2  Hour  Drive) 
(Chauffeur  to  be  advised  of  exact  address  upon  clients  arrival). 


AMERICAN  EXPRESS  COMPANY  ARRANGEMENTS  TERMINATE. 


CL  „ f- ' 

\'f  r'i  VU-^+_ 

lUrr^.i — 


(3) 


Sun.  May  6 
to 

Tue.  June  5 
Wed.  June  6 


Thu.  June  7 
to 

Wed.  June  13 
Thu.  June  li* 


IN  PORTOFIiiO  (NO  ARRANGEMENTS  BY  AMERICA?! 

Transfer  by  Own  Arrangements  to  Genoa. 
BOARD  S.  S.  INDEPENDENCE 
SAIL  FROM  GENOA  AT 


AT  SEA 


DUE  TO  ARRIVE.  IN  NEW  YORK  AT 


COMPANY) 


1:30  P.M. 


9:00  A.M. 


x 

> 


